
edith stein feminine nature

edith stein feminine nature represents a profound exploration of womanhood through the
philosophical and theological insights of Edith Stein, also known as Saint Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross. Stein, a Jewish-born philosopher who converted to Catholicism and became a Carmelite nun,
deeply reflected on the essence of femininity, integrating phenomenology and Christian spirituality.
Her writings on feminine nature emphasize the unique vocation, dignity, and spiritual identity of
women, positioning womanhood within both natural and supernatural contexts. This article delves
into the key aspects of Edith Stein’s understanding of feminine nature, exploring her philosophical
foundations, theological perspectives, and the implications for contemporary discussions on gender
and identity. By examining her views on the complementary relationship between men and women,
the spiritual mission of women, and the intersection of nature and grace, readers gain a
comprehensive understanding of her influential thought. The following sections will outline these
themes in detail.

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein’s View on Feminine Nature

Theological Perspectives on Womanhood

The Complementarity of Man and Woman

Feminine Spirituality and Vocation

Implications of Edith Stein’s Feminine Nature Today

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein’s View on
Feminine Nature
Edith Stein’s examination of feminine nature is deeply rooted in phenomenology, the philosophical
method she studied under Edmund Husserl. Her approach begins with the lived experience and
consciousness of women, seeking to understand the essence of womanhood beyond cultural
stereotypes or social roles. Stein’s methodology emphasizes empathy and the direct apprehension of
the female experience, which allows her to articulate the intrinsic qualities that define feminine
nature.

Phenomenology and the Essence of Womanhood
Stein’s phenomenological analysis involves describing the essential characteristics that constitute
womanhood as experienced by women themselves. She identifies aspects such as receptivity,
relationality, and a particular orientation toward nurturing and care. Through this lens, feminine
nature is not merely a biological or social construct but an ontological reality with a distinct mode of
being.



Natural Attributes and Feminine Identity
According to Stein, feminine nature includes natural attributes that align with the biological and
psychological realities of women. These attributes are understood as part of the natural order,
giving women a specific identity that is both physical and spiritual. She highlights that these natural
traits should be honored and integrated rather than suppressed or artificially altered.

Theological Perspectives on Womanhood
Edith Stein’s understanding of feminine nature is inseparable from her Christian faith and
theological reflection. After her conversion to Catholicism, she integrated her philosophical insights
with a theological framework that views womanhood as a divine vocation. Stein interprets feminine
nature in light of sacred Scripture and Church tradition, emphasizing the dignity and sanctity of
women’s roles.

Woman as Image of God
Stein affirms that women, like men, are created in the image and likeness of God. This theological
principle establishes the equal dignity and value of women while recognizing their unique
characteristics. She stresses that feminine nature reflects God’s creative love and relationality,
manifesting in motherhood and the nurturing of life.

Virginity, Motherhood, and Spiritual Dimensions
In her writings, Stein explores the spiritual dimensions of womanhood, particularly through the
vocations of virginity and motherhood. Both vocations reveal different aspects of feminine nature:
virginity as a sign of complete self-gift to God, and motherhood as a participation in the creative
work of God. These vocations highlight the spiritual richness embedded in feminine nature.

The Complementarity of Man and Woman
A central theme in Edith Stein’s exploration of feminine nature is the complementarity between men
and women. She argues that men and women possess distinct but complementary natures that
together fulfill the fullness of human existence. This complementarity is essential for understanding
human relationships, society, and the family.

Mutual Complementarity and Personalism
Stein’s personalist philosophy underscores the relational dimension of human beings. She articulates
that the feminine nature complements the masculine by offering qualities such as receptivity and
nurturing, which balance masculine expressions of strength and rationality. Together, these
complementary traits foster holistic human development.



The Role of Woman in Family and Society
Stein highlights the vital role women play in family life as mothers and educators, nurturing the
emotional and spiritual growth of children. Furthermore, she acknowledges women’s contributions
to society beyond the domestic sphere, emphasizing that feminine nature enriches cultural, social,
and ecclesial communities.

Feminine Spirituality and Vocation
Edith Stein’s reflections on feminine nature extend into the realm of spirituality and vocation. She
perceives feminine spirituality as uniquely oriented toward relationality, empathy, and self-giving
love. These spiritual qualities shape the vocation of women in both secular and religious contexts.

The Spiritual Gift of Empathy
Stein identifies empathy as a distinctive spiritual gift that flows from feminine nature. This ability to
deeply understand and share the feelings of others empowers women to engage in compassionate
service and spiritual accompaniment, enhancing their role within communities.

Vocation as Self-Realization
For Stein, vocation is the path through which women realize their feminine nature in harmony with
God’s plan. Whether in marriage, religious life, or singlehood, women are called to express their
unique gifts and nurture life in various forms. This self-realization is both a natural fulfillment and a
supernatural calling.

Implications of Edith Stein’s Feminine Nature Today
The insights of Edith Stein on feminine nature continue to offer valuable perspectives in
contemporary debates on gender, identity, and the role of women. Her integration of philosophy and
theology presents a balanced view that honors the dignity, vocation, and spiritual depth of women.

Respecting Natural Differences
Stein’s emphasis on the natural attributes of femininity invites a renewed respect for the biological
and psychological distinctions between men and women. This respect is crucial in discussions on
education, work, and social policy, ensuring that women’s unique qualities are neither marginalized
nor stereotyped.

Feminine Identity in Modern Society
In a world marked by rapid social change and gender debates, Edith Stein’s articulation of feminine
nature serves as a foundation for understanding womanhood beyond cultural relativism. Her vision



encourages embracing femininity as a source of strength, creativity, and spiritual richness.

Summary of Key Aspects

Feminine nature as an ontological and spiritual reality

Complementarity between masculine and feminine identities

Integration of natural and supernatural dimensions in womanhood

Vocation and spirituality as means of self-realization

Contemporary relevance for gender identity and social roles

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edith Stein and what is her significance in
philosophy?
Edith Stein was a German-Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and became a Discalced
Carmelite nun. She is known for her work in phenomenology and her writings on the nature of the
human person, including reflections on feminine nature.

How did Edith Stein define 'feminine nature' in her
philosophical works?
Edith Stein described feminine nature as characterized by a unique capacity for empathy and
relationality, emphasizing qualities such as nurturing, receptivity, and a distinct mode of being that
complements masculine nature without reducing the woman to mere biological functions.

What role does empathy play in Edith Stein's concept of
feminine nature?
Empathy is central to Edith Stein's understanding of feminine nature; she argued that women
possess a special ability to intuit and resonate with others' experiences, which is foundational to
personal relationships and social cohesion.

Did Edith Stein believe feminine nature was biologically
determined or culturally constructed?
Edith Stein acknowledged biological differences but emphasized that feminine nature transcends
mere biology, involving spiritual and psychological dimensions that shape a woman's identity and



vocation.

How does Edith Stein's view of feminine nature relate to her
Catholic faith?
Edith Stein integrated her philosophical insights with her Catholic faith, viewing feminine nature as
a divine gift that reflects God's design, particularly highlighting the vocation of women in family life
and spiritual motherhood.

What impact has Edith Stein's writings on feminine nature
had on feminist philosophy?
Edith Stein's work has influenced feminist philosophy by offering a nuanced appreciation of
femininity that values difference without subordination, inspiring discussions on gender, identity,
and the role of women in society.

How does Edith Stein's concept of feminine nature compare to
contemporary gender theories?
While contemporary gender theories often emphasize fluidity and social construction, Edith Stein's
concept is rooted in essential qualities and spiritual dimensions, providing a complementary
perspective that highlights intrinsic aspects of femininity.

Are Edith Stein's ideas on feminine nature still relevant in
today's discussions on gender?
Yes, Edith Stein's ideas remain relevant as they offer a thoughtful approach that balances respect
for biological and spiritual dimensions of femininity, contributing to ongoing debates about gender
identity, roles, and equality.

Additional Resources
1. Edith Stein and the Feminine Genius: Exploring Womanhood in Philosophy and Faith
This book delves into Edith Stein's understanding of the feminine nature through the lens of her
philosophical and theological works. It highlights how Stein reconciled her Jewish heritage, Catholic
faith, and feminist ideas, emphasizing the unique qualities and contributions of women. The text
explores her concept of "feminine genius" and its relevance in contemporary discussions on gender
and spirituality.

2. The Feminine Self: Edith Stein’s Philosophy of Womanhood
Focusing on Stein’s philosophical anthropology, this work examines her views on the essence of
womanhood and the feminine self. It discusses how Edith Stein articulated the nature of women in
relation to men and society, stressing dignity, vocation, and interpersonal relationships. The book
situates her ideas within both historical and modern feminist thought.

3. Edith Stein: A Life of Feminine Strength and Spiritual Insight
A biographical study that illuminates Edith Stein’s journey as a woman navigating early 20th-century



intellectual and religious spheres. This book portrays her strength in embracing both her intellectual
pursuits and her deep spirituality. It also reflects on how her feminine nature shaped her
contributions to philosophy, theology, and social thought.

4. Feminine Nature and Mystical Union: Edith Stein’s Spiritual Legacy
This text explores the mystical and spiritual dimensions of Edith Stein’s understanding of the
feminine. It investigates how Stein’s experiences as a woman influenced her approach to mysticism
and the union with God. The book highlights her unique synthesis of philosophy and spirituality
regarding feminine nature.

5. Edith Stein and the Vocation of Women: Philosophical Reflections on Feminine Identity
Examining Stein’s reflections on the vocation and role of women, this book discusses her belief in
the special calling women have in family, society, and the Church. It offers an analysis of her
perspectives on femininity as a vocation rather than mere biology. The work provides insight into
her views on education, motherhood, and professional life.

6. Woman and Personhood: Edith Stein’s Contribution to Feminine Philosophy
This academic study presents Edith Stein’s philosophy on personhood with a particular focus on how
it relates to women. It explores her arguments regarding the unity of body and soul, and how
feminine nature is integral to personal identity. The book also contrasts Stein’s thought with other
feminist philosophers.

7. The Feminine in Edith Stein’s Phenomenology
This book delves into Edith Stein’s phenomenological method and how it reveals the lived experience
of being a woman. It analyzes key texts where Stein addresses empathy, consciousness, and the
feminine perspective. The work aims to uncover how phenomenology can contribute to a deeper
understanding of feminine nature.

8. Edith Stein’s Vision of Woman: Between Philosophy, Theology, and Feminism
A comprehensive exploration of how Edith Stein’s vision of womanhood crosses disciplinary
boundaries. The book discusses the interplay between her philosophical reasoning, theological
beliefs, and feminist concerns. It offers a balanced view of her legacy and its implications for modern
gender theory.

9. Edith Stein: Feminine Nature and the Quest for Truth
This work investigates how Edith Stein’s pursuit of truth was deeply connected to her understanding
of feminine nature. It explores her intellectual journey from secular philosophy to Catholic
mysticism, emphasizing the role of feminine insight in this transformation. The book highlights the
integration of faith, reason, and gender in her thought.
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  edith stein feminine nature: Unlocking the Feminine Genius with Edith Stein Alexandra
Cathey, MTh, 2017-06-22 Women have a great mission in the world. They are called to maternally
embrace and heal humanity through spiritual motherhood. This book looks at why and how women
need to prepare their hearts for this great mission through emotional formation. John Paul II's Letter
to Women and Edith Stein's Essays on Women teach us about the need for the feminine genius to
transform family and society into a civilization of love and a culture of life. Immerse yourself in the
wisdom of these two great Saints and learn how to unlock the beauty and power of your feminine
genius. For more info go to alexandrarcathey.com
  edith stein feminine nature: Edith Stein Essays on Woman Edith Stein, 2012-10-30 To help
celebrate the fourth centenary of the birth of St. John of the Cross in 1542, Edith Stein received the
task of preparing a study of his writings. She uses her skill as a philosopher to enter into an
illuminating reflection on the difference between the two symbols of cross and night. Pointing out
how entering the night is synonymous with carrying the cross, she provides a condensed
presentation of John's thought on the active and passive nights, as discussed in The Ascent of Mount
Carmel and The Dark Night. All of this leads Edith to speak of the glory of resurrection that the soul
shares, through a unitive contemplation described chiefly in The Living Flame of Love. In the
summer of 1942, the Nazis without warrant took Edith away. The nuns found the manuscript of this
profound study lying open in her room. Because of the Nazis' merciless persecution of Jews in
Germany, Edith Stein traveled discreetly across the border into Holland to find safe harbor in the
Carmel of Echt. But the Nazi invasion of Holland in 1940 again put Edith in danger. The cross
weighed down heavily as those of Jewish birth were harassed. Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross's
superiors then assigned her a task they thought would take her mind off the threatening situation.
The fourth centenary of the birth, of St. John of the Cross (1542) was approaching, and Edith could
surely contribute a valuable study for the celebration. It is no surprise that in view of her
circumstances she discovered in the subject of the cross a central viewpoint for her study. A subject
like this enabled her to grasp John's unity of being as expressed in his life and works. Using her
training in phenomenology, she helps the reader apprehend the difference in the symbolic character
of cross and night and why the night-symbol prevails in John. She clarifies that detachment is
designated by him as a night through which the soul must pass to reach union with God and points
out how entering the night is equivalent to carrying the cross. Finally, in a fascinating way Edith
speaks of how the heart or fountainhead of personal life, an inmost region, is present in both God
and the soul and that in the spiritual marriage this inmost region is surrendered by each to the
other. She observes that in the soul seized by God in contemplation all that is mortal is consumed in
the fire of eternal love. The spirit as spirit is destined for immortal being, to move through fire along
a path from the cross of Christ to the glory of his resurrection. Book includes two photos and fully
linked index.
  edith stein feminine nature: Edith Stein's Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 Joyce Avrech
Berkman, 2023-04-04 Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 is a treasure trove for the
study of Stein’s youth and early adulthood, her approach to writing autobiographically, and her
intricate relationship with historical influences of her time and place. Through intellectual mining
Stein’s narrative and conducting a comprehensive historical analysis of Stein’s achievement as a
distinct type of autobiography, Joyce Avrech Berkman argues that a key axis of Stein’s
consciousness, values, philosophical ideas, and life choices is a deep, tense, unresolved,
philosophical, and spiritual struggle to both uphold traditional societal and cultural values and
practices and also critiquing them to pioneer new patterns of thought. Berkman further probes the
sharply controversial nature of Stein’s autobiography for her family members and Stein scholars in
the decades after her death. Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916: A Companion serves
as an important guide to scholars in autobiographical studies, history, philosophy, and theology, as
well as to a broader readership interested in Stein’s life for religious and cultural reasons.
  edith stein feminine nature: Edith Stein and Regina Jonas Emily Leah Silverman,
2014-09-03 This ground-breaking book examines the lives of two extraordinary, religious women.



Both Edith Stein and Regina Jonas were German Jewish women who demonstrated 'deviant' religious
desires as they pursued their spiritual paths to serve their communities during the Holocaust. Both
were religious visionaries viewed as iconoclasts in their own times. Stein, the first woman to receive
a doctorate in philosophy from Husserl, the founder of phenomenology, claimed her Jewish identity
while she was still a cloistered Carmelite nun. Jonas, the first woman rabbi in Jewish history, served
as a rabbi in Berlin and Theresienstadt concentration camp. A study of a contemplative and a rabbi,
the book ranges across many spiritual and theological questions, not least it offers a remarkable
exploration of the theology of spiritual resistance. For Stein, this meant redemption and the
transmutation of suffering on the cross; for Jonas, acts of compassion bring the face of God into our
presence.
  edith stein feminine nature: Edith Stein Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, 2017 In the wake of World
War I when neither Jews nor women were widely accepted in academia, Edith Stein rose to
prominence as a leading intellectual in Germany. She was a passionate and brilliant philosopher who
lived and thrived in the intellectual university community of Germany. She was also a young Jewish
woman who shocked her intellectual community when she fell in love with Jesus Christ and became
a Roman Catholic. More shocking still, eleven years later, Edith entered the cloistered Carmelite
order to follow a life of mystic and contemplative prayer in the cloister under the name Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross. Edith Stein’s surrender to grace is all the more visible because of the dark
night that enveloped the period of history in which she lived and died — years when millions of men
and women, including Edith Stein herself, were systematically murdered by the Nazi regime in the
name of diligent ethnic cleansing. Today, as the meaning of feminism is lost in a world of relativism,
Edith Stein provides a model for a true feminist woman who authentically integrates faith, family,
and work. In these pages, award-winning journalist Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda brings new light to this
complex woman, her culture, and the pivotal period of history in which she lived and died. More than
a biography, these pages paint a multifaceted portrait of Edith Stein as seen by scholars, friends,
and relatives – and by Catholics and Jews alike. You’ll gain new insights into the complex aspects of
her life and death, as well as the impact of her character and personality on those who knew her.
But most of all, you will enter into the interior life of this woman of Jewish descent who transformed
her entire life because of her encounter with Jesus Christ, an encounter that led her from the depths
of atheism to the heights of sainthood.
  edith stein feminine nature: The Collected Works of Edith Stein, Sister Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross, Discalced Carmelite Edith Stein, 1986
  edith stein feminine nature: Redeeming Masculinity Peter D. Holmes, 2024-07-16 John Paul
II spoke of a feminine genius, using the phrase to describe the unique and positive contribution of
women to relationships, the church, and society. What of men? There is considerable debate
regarding the nature, roles, and responsibilities of men. What does the church have to say to a boy
or young man searching for guidance in developing a genuinely Christian manhood? Or to parents,
schools, and communities seeking to cultivate this in their young men? Or to the faithful seeking to
understand the church’s teachings and to apply these in public and private life? This book seeks to
answer the question: Is there a masculine genius? Is there a unique and positive contribution men
bring to relationships, the church, and society?
  edith stein feminine nature: The Life and Thought of St. Edith Stein Freda Mary Oben, 2001
Canonized by Pope John Paul II on October 11, 1998, Edith Stein was named one of the co-patrons of
Europe in 1999. This book will introduce the reader to the life and thought of this truly extraordinary
woman.
  edith stein feminine nature: The Concept of Woman, Volume 3 Prudence Allen,
2017-01-05 The culmination of a lifetime's scholarly work, this pioneering study by Sister Prudence
Allen traces the concept of woman in relation to man in Western thought from ancient times to the
present. In her third and final volume Allen covers the years 1500–2015, continuing her
chronological approach to individual authors and also offering systematic arguments to defend
certain philosophical positions over against others. Building on her work from Volumes I and II,



Allen draws on four communities of discourse—Academic, Humanist, Religious, and Satirical—as she
traces several recurring strands of sex and gender identity from the Renaissance to the present.
Now complete, Allen's magisterial study is a valuable resource for scholars and students in the fields
of women's studies, philosophy, history, theology, literary studies, and political science.
  edith stein feminine nature: Essays on Woman Edith Stein (sainte).), 1987
  edith stein feminine nature: Contemplating Woman in the Philosophy of Edith Stein Maybelle
Marie O. Padua, 2007
  edith stein feminine nature: Communion with Christ Sister M. Regina Van den Berg,
2015-02-24 Pope Saint John Paul II declared that the great challenge for Christians today is to
become the home and school of communion. St. Teresa Benedicta (Edith Stein) in her life and her
writings, is a sure guide to attaining the communion for which every human heart longs. This work
considers St. Teresa's life and writings in the context of the spirituality of communion. As a
philosopher she was directed towards attaining communion with the Truth, and she discovered that
Truth was a Person, Jesus Christ. As a Carmelite nun she gave up everything for communion with
him. Dr. Alice von Hildebrand, in the foreword, says Edith Stein's message is above her time and
that the author, Sister M. Regina van den Berg, is well qualified to write such a book. Sister Regina
explores in detail Edith Stein's theory of empathy as developed in her doctoral dissertation, as well
as her theory of community. Sister Regina has also used a number of Edith Stein's writings which,
until this work, have not yet been available in English translation. Each chapter explores an aspect
of 'communion,' richly revealing how Edith Stein, a Jew who became a philosopher. . . a convert to
Catholicism who became a Carmelite nun and crowned her life with martyrdom. Stein's work
provides insights that can help us grow in the spirituality of communion, first by presenting to us the
truth about the human person's nature and vocation and then by showing us how we can arrive at a
spirituality of communion in the various aspects of life.
  edith stein feminine nature: Stein Sarah Borden, 2004-01-02 Edith Stein was beatified in
1987 and canonized in 1998 but is still relatively unknown in the English-speaking world. She
provides an example of a Christian thinker deeply engaged in the debates of her own day, and her
work offers models and insights for addressing the questions of the twenty-first century.Sarah
Borden presents an overview of St Edith Stein's life and thought, beginning with her biography. She
then covers her early work in phenomenology, her political writings, her studies on women and
women's education, as well her later turn to medieval metaphysics, and spiritual and religious texts.
The final chapter covers the controversies surrounding Stein's beatification and
canonization.Arranged by topic and proceeding largely in chronological order, the book is accessible
and aimed at a general audience, although the material is presented in such a way as to be useful to
specialists.
  edith stein feminine nature: The Concept of Woman, v3 Allen, 1997 The culmination of a
lifetime's scholarly work, this pioneering study by Sister Prudence Allen traces the concept of
woman in relation to man in Western thought from ancient times to the present. Volume I uncovers
four general categories of questions asked by philosophers for two thousand years. These are the
categories of opposites, of generation, of wisdom, and of virtue. Sister Prudence Allen traces several
recurring strands of sexual and gender identity within this period. Ultimately, she shows the
paradoxical influence of Aristotle on the question of woman and on a philosophical understanding of
sexual coomplemenarity. Supplemented throughout with helpful charts, diagrams, and illustrations,
this volume will be an important resource for scholars and students in the fields of women's studies,
philosophy, history, theology, literary studies, and political science. In Volume 2, Sister Prudence
Allen explores claims about sex and gender identity in the works of over fifty philosophers (both men
and women) in the late medieval and early Renaissance periods. Touching on the thought of every
philosopher who considered sex or gender identity between A.D. 1250 and 1500, The Concept of
Woman provides the analytical categories necessary for situating contemporary discussion of women
in relation to men. Adding to the accessibility of this fine discussion are informative illustrations,
helpful summary charts, and extracts of original source material (some not previously available in



English). In her third and final volume Allen covers the years 1500--2015, continuing her
chronological approach to individual authors and also offering systematic arguments to defend
certain philosophical positions over against others.
  edith stein feminine nature: The Virgin Mary and Theology of the Body Donald H. Calloway,
M.I.C., 2014-06-25 The Church’s Marian beliefs have constantly shed light on other teachings, and
the Theology of the Body is no exception. In this compilation of essays, some of the world’s most
foremost Mariologists and experts on the Theology of the Body share their insights on how Mary
illuminates the message of the Theology of the Body in a profound way. As the Mother of God, Mary
provided Jesus with His body, a body that would be offered on the cross for our redemption. She
bore witness to His bodily resurrection and ascension, and she herself was assumed bodily into
heaven. Through an understanding of Mary’s role in salvation history, we are able to see more
clearly our personal roles in the Christian life. In this book you will learn about: ● The nuptial
meaning of the body in the marriage of Joseph and Mary ● The Immaculate Conception and the
human person ● The significance of Mary as virgin and mother ● The Virgin Mary and the culture of
life ● The image of God in the image of Mary as model Christian
  edith stein feminine nature: Feminist Phenomenology Linda Fisher, Lester Embree,
2013-04-17 This volume is composed chiefly of papers first presented and discussed at the Research
Symposium on Feminist Phenomenology held November 18-19, 1994 in Delray Beach, Florida. Those
papers have been revised and expanded for publication in the present volume and several essays
have been added. We would like to thank very much all the participants in the symposium, including
the session chairs and others in attendance, whose interest and enthusiasm contributed greatly. The
symposium and this volume, including the name for it, were conceived of by Lester Embree, who
also arranged sponsorship, local arrangements, and publication through the William F. Dietrich
Eminent Scholar Chair at Florida Atlantic University and the Center for Advanced Research in
Phenomenology, Inc. The invitees were decided upon jointly. Linda Fisher has been chiefly
responsible for the editing and the preparation of the camera-ready copy. Linda Fisher Lester
Embree Acknowledgments The editing and preparation of this volume has spanned several cities and
two continents and I am indebted to many people from each place.
  edith stein feminine nature: Phenomenological Approaches to Moral Philosophy J.J.
Drummond, Lester Embree, 2013-03-14 Against the background of the recent revival of ethics, this
handbook aims to show the great fertility of the phenomenological tradition for the study of ethics
and moral philosophy by collecting a set of papers on the contributions to ethical thought by major
phenomenological thinkers. Twenty-one chapters in the book are articles by experts who explore the
thought of the major ethical thinkers in the first two generations of the phenomenological tradition
and direct the reader toward the most relevant primary and secondary materials. The final three
chapters of the book sketch more recent developments in various parts of the world, and the first
three chapters investigate the relations between phenomenology and the dominant normative
approaches in contemporary moral philosophy.
  edith stein feminine nature: Gender Complementarity and Christian Personalism Mary
Veronica Sabelli, John P. Hittinger, 2025 When, in the 1970?s, Sister Prudence Allen, RSM began to
investigate philosophical thought on woman, the question was considered to be, at best, a marginal
area for philosophical research. Rather, it was seen as a sociological, anthropological, psychological,
or political issue. This book confirms that today, partly due to Allen?s groundbreaking work, the
complementarity of man and woman is an important and fruitful area of research in philosophy
providing an evaluative framework that enriches and challenges many other disciplines. No one
could have foreseen the centrality of her research for questions of gender theory that are, in the
third decade of the 21st century, in the forefront of public attention. In the present volume, leading
authors in the area of sex/gender complementarity reflect upon and further develop various aspects
of Allen?s research. In 14 original, scholarly essays, some contributors build upon Allen?s project of
exploring ?the concept of woman? throughout the history of philosophy. Others explore the work of
20th century philosophers, most of them Christian Personalists, whom Allen credits with significant



influence on the development of integral gender complementarity, such as Karol Wojty?a/ John Paul
II, Jacques Maritain, Edith Stein, Emmanuel Mounier, W. Norris Clarke, SJ, and Bernard Lonergan,
SJ. Still other contributors consider Marian spirituality, analogies between Benedictine spirituality
and the physiological realities of a woman?s body during pregnancy, seminary education in the
writings of Allen and others, and the impact of Allen?s work on the real lives of women in families,
the Church, and professional life. Upon completing her magisterial, three-volume work, The Concept
of Woman, Allen passed the baton to a new generation of scholars, stating, ?The next phases will be
developed by those who themselves take the argument further and deeper in their own research,
writing, living, and lecturing.? The present volume takes up the baton, carrying Allen?s work
forward and paying tribute to the lifetime achievement of a great scholar.
  edith stein feminine nature: Thinking Woman Jennifer Hockenbery, 2015-10-20 What does
it mean to be a woman? Do women have a unique nature and a unique vocation? Should feminists
work to help women specifically or to support all people? Thinking Woman examines the lives and
ideas of women in the history of philosophy who wished to understand and advocate for themselves
as women. Some, like Hildegard of Bingen and Edith Stein, found women to be a unique creature
designed by God, necessary for good stewardship of creation. Others, such as Mary Wollstonecraft
and Sojourner Truth, found women to be identical to men in all but biology and thus identical before
the law. Still others, from Simone de Beauvoir to Judith Butler, found the very question troubling as
they tried to sort out cultural ideas from biological rules. These women and their views form a canon
on the question of women, a canon that can help guide the conversation for thinkers and activists
today who want both to understand women and to advocate for justice for all people.
  edith stein feminine nature: Anthropological Aspects in the Christian-Muslim Dialogues
of the Vatican Jutta B. Sperber, 2019-04-15 This detailed study by Jutta Sperber shows how the
magisterium of the Roman-Catholic Church, the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue and
various parts of the Muslim world from Saudi Arabia to Iran have been engaged in Christian-Muslim
dialogues. The mainly anthropological topics range from tolerance and human dignity, the position
of women and children, media and education, to mission, resources and nationalism. They paint an
interesting picture of the position of Man before God and the world in both Christianity and Islam.
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