earliest humans

earliest humans represent a fascinating chapter in the story of our species, tracing back
millions of years to the origins of Homo sapiens and their ancestors. Understanding the
evolution and lifestyle of these early ancestors provides critical insights into how modern
humans developed complex societies, tools, and culture. The study of earliest humans
involves disciplines such as paleoanthropology, archaeology, and genetics, which together
reconstruct the timeline and characteristics of these ancient populations. Key discoveries
about early hominins reveal adaptations to changing environments, the use of fire, and the
beginnings of language and social structures. This article explores the origins, evolution,
and significant milestones of the earliest humans, highlighting notable species and
archaeological findings. The journey through time uncovers how early humans adapted,
survived, and eventually thrived across different regions of the world. The following
sections will guide readers through the evolutionary path, key fossil discoveries, and the
behaviors that defined the earliest humans.

e Origins and Evolution of Earliest Humans

e Key Species in Human Evolution

e Archaeological Discoveries and Fossil Evidence
e Technological and Cultural Developments

e Migration and Expansion of Early Humans

Origins and Evolution of Earliest Humans

The origins of earliest humans trace back to a group of primates known as hominins, who
diverged from the common ancestor shared with chimpanzees around six to seven million
years ago. This evolutionary split marks the beginning of a unique lineage that led to the
emergence of the genus Homo. Environmental changes in Africa, such as the expansion of
savannas, played a crucial role in shaping the adaptations of these early hominins,
including bipedalism, which allowed for more efficient locomotion on two legs.

Evolutionary Timeline

The evolutionary timeline of earliest humans is marked by gradual changes in anatomy
and behavior. Starting with australopithecines, who walked upright but retained some
arboreal traits, the timeline moves through several Homo species characterized by
increased brain size and tool use. This progression culminates in Homo sapiens, who
appeared approximately 300,000 years ago and exhibit complex cognitive abilities.



Environmental Influences

Climate fluctuations and habitat transformations significantly influenced human evolution.
Periodic shifts between forested and open landscapes necessitated adaptations in diet,
mobility, and social cooperation. These environmental pressures fostered developments
such as improved tool manufacture and controlled use of fire, which enhanced survival
prospects for the earliest humans.

Key Species in Human Evolution

The journey of earliest humans involves multiple species, each contributing unique traits
to the evolutionary lineage. Identifying and studying these species helps clarify the path
that led to modern humans.

Australopithecus

Australopithecus species, dating from about 4 to 2 million years ago, are among the
earliest well-documented hominins. They exhibited bipedal locomotion and had relatively
small brains compared to later Homo species but displayed crucial adaptations that set the
foundation for human evolution.

Homo habilis and Homo erectus

Homo habilis, often dubbed the "handy man," appeared around 2.4 million years ago and
is associated with the earliest stone tools. Homo erectus emerged approximately 1.9
million years ago, showcasing larger brain capacity and more sophisticated tool use. This
species is notable for its wide geographic distribution, reaching beyond Africa into Asia
and Europe.

Neanderthals and Denisovans

Neanderthals, a close relative of Homo sapiens, inhabited Europe and parts of western
Asia until roughly 40,000 years ago. They were well-adapted to cold climates and had
complex social behaviors. Denisovans, identified primarily through genetic evidence,
represent another archaic group that interbred with early modern humans and
contributed to genetic diversity.

Archaeological Discoveries and Fossil Evidence

Fossils and artifacts provide tangible evidence of earliest humans, their physical form, and
cultural practices. These discoveries are essential for piecing together the evolutionary
narrative.



Notable Fossil Finds

Some of the most important fossil discoveries include "Lucy," an Australopithecus
afarensis specimen found in Ethiopia, which provided clear evidence of bipedalism. The
Turkana Boy, a nearly complete Homo erectus skeleton, revealed details about growth and
development. Additionally, Neanderthal remains across Europe have shed light on their
morphology and lifestyle.

Stone Tools and Artifacts

Stone tools mark a significant technological milestone for earliest humans. The Oldowan
toolkit, associated with Homo habilis, consists of simple flakes and cores used for cutting.
Later Acheulean tools, linked to Homo erectus, include handaxes and cleavers,
demonstrating increased skill and planning.

Use of Fire

The controlled use of fire represents a critical turning point in human evolution. Evidence
from sites such as Wonderwerk Cave in South Africa indicates that Homo erectus used fire
approximately one million years ago, providing warmth, protection, and the ability to cook
food.

Technological and Cultural Developments

Technological innovation and cultural evolution are hallmarks of earliest humans’
adaptation and survival strategies. These developments set the stage for complex societies
and cognitive advances.

Tool Innovation

Early humans continuously improved their tool-making techniques, transitioning from
crude stone flakes to specialized implements designed for hunting, processing food, and
crafting. This progression reflects increasing cognitive capabilities and manual dexterity.

Social Structure and Communication

Evidence suggests that earliest humans lived in social groups that cooperated for hunting
and defense. The development of language or proto-language likely emerged as a
necessity for coordinating group activities and passing down knowledge.

Art and Symbolism

Some of the earliest signs of symbolic behavior include the creation of simple ornaments,



body painting, and cave art. These cultural expressions indicate a growing capacity for
abstract thinking and identity formation.

Migration and Expansion of Early Humans

The geographic expansion of earliest humans played a crucial role in shaping the genetic
and cultural diversity of modern populations. Migration patterns reveal how humans
adapted to diverse environments worldwide.

Out of Africa Theory

The prevailing scientific consensus supports the "Out of Africa" theory, which posits that
modern Homo sapiens originated in Africa and migrated outward approximately 60,000 to
70,000 years ago. This migration led to the colonization of Eurasia, Australia, and
eventually the Americas.

Interactions with Other Hominins

During their expansion, earliest humans encountered and interbred with other hominin
species such as Neanderthals and Denisovans. Genetic evidence shows that these
interactions contributed to the genetic makeup of contemporary human populations.

Adaptations to New Environments

As earliest humans settled in varied climates and ecosystems, they developed diverse
adaptations. These included changes in diet, clothing, shelter construction, and hunting
strategies, enabling survival from arid deserts to cold tundras.

e Bipedalism as a key adaptation

¢ Development of language and culture
e Tool use and technological innovation
e Controlled use of fire

¢ Global migration and interbreeding

Frequently Asked Questions



Who are considered the earliest humans?

The earliest humans are generally considered to be members of the genus Homo, with
Homo habilis often cited as one of the first species exhibiting human-like traits around 2.4
million years ago.

When did the earliest humans first appear on Earth?

The earliest humans appeared approximately 2 to 3 million years ago during the Pliocene
epoch, with the emergence of early Homo species in Africa.

What distinguishes the earliest humans from their
ancestors?

Earliest humans are distinguished from their ancestors by larger brain sizes, use of stone
tools, and more advanced social behaviors compared to earlier hominins.

Where were the earliest humans discovered?

Fossils of the earliest humans have predominantly been discovered in East Africa,
particularly in regions such as the Great Rift Valley in countries like Kenya, Ethiopia, and
Tanzania.

What role did tool use play in the evolution of earliest
humans?

Tool use was crucial for earliest humans as it allowed them to hunt, process food, and
adapt to diverse environments, driving cognitive and social evolution.

How do scientists study and date the remains of earliest
humans?

Scientists use methods like radiometric dating, stratigraphy, and comparative anatomy to
study and date fossils and artifacts associated with earliest humans.

What is the significance of Homo erectus in human
evolution?

Homo erectus is significant as one of the earliest human species to exhibit modern body
proportions, use fire, and migrate out of Africa, paving the way for later human species.

Additional Resources

1. Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
This book by Yuval Noah Harari explores the history of Homo sapiens from the emergence
of archaic human species to the present day. It delves into how cognitive revolutions,



agricultural developments, and scientific advancements shaped human societies. The
narrative offers insights into the evolution of human culture, social structures, and
technology.

2. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies

Jared Diamond examines the factors that influenced the differing development trajectories
of human societies around the world. The book focuses on geography, environment, and
resource availability as key elements in the rise of civilizations. It provides a
comprehensive understanding of why some societies advanced faster than others.

3. The Origin of Species

Charles Darwin’s seminal work introduces the theory of natural selection and evolution,
laying the foundation for understanding human origins. Though it primarily focuses on
species in general, the principles outlined are crucial for studying the evolutionary history
of early humans. This classic text revolutionized biology and anthropology.

4. Before the Dawn: Recovering the Lost History of Our Ancestors

Nicholas Wade combines genetics, archaeology, and anthropology to trace the journey of
early humans out of Africa and their subsequent spread across the globe. The book
discusses how environmental pressures and genetic changes influenced human evolution.
It offers a detailed look at the gradual development of modern Homo sapiens.

5. The Story of the Human Body: Evolution, Health, and Disease

Daniel Lieberman explores the evolution of the human body and how ancient adaptations
affect modern health. He discusses how changes in diet, environment, and lifestyle from
early humans to contemporary times have shaped physiology. The book links evolutionary
biology with medical science to explain current health issues.

6. The First Human: The Race to Discover Our Earliest Ancestors

Ann Gibbons narrates the scientific quest to uncover the fossils of the earliest human
ancestors. The book provides an engaging account of paleoanthropological discoveries and
debates about human origins. It highlights the challenges and breakthroughs in
understanding when and how humans first appeared.

7. Lucy: The Beginnings of Humankind

Donald Johanson and Maitland Edey tell the story of the discovery of “Lucy,” the famous
Australopithecus afarensis fossil. This book details how Lucy’s skeleton reshaped our
understanding of early human evolution and bipedalism. It offers a glimpse into the lives
and environment of our distant ancestors.

8. The Neanderthals Rediscovered: How Modern Science Is Rewriting Their Story

Chris Stringer challenges outdated views of Neanderthals by presenting new scientific
evidence about their intelligence, culture, and interactions with Homo sapiens. The book
highlights recent fossil discoveries and genetic research that show Neanderthals were
sophisticated and adaptable. It reshapes the narrative of human evolutionary history.

9. Out of Africa: The Journey of Early Humans

Paul Mellars explores the migration of modern humans from Africa to other continents and
the impact of this movement on global populations. The book examines archaeological
findings and environmental factors that influenced these early journeys. It offers a
comprehensive overview of one of the most significant events in human prehistory.
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earliest humans: Early Humans and Their World Bo Graslund, 2005-10-11 Summarizing
modern research on early hominid evolution from the apes six million years ago to the emergence of
modern humans, this book is the first to present a synthetic discussion of many aspects of early
human life.

earliest humans: The First Humans Goran Burenhult, 1993 Examines theories of evolution,
the Great Apes, the origins of language, extinct species, and the global expansion that precipitated
adaptation and diversity.

earliest humans: Life on Earth The Diagram Group, 2004 A guide to the earliest humans,
including what defines a human, how humans developed over time, what prehistoric humans' daily
lives were like, and how scientists have learned about them.

earliest humans: Evolution of Early Humans to Modern Humans (FREE BOOK) by
Darshan Singh Darshan Singh, 2025-07-11 The book Evolution of Early Humans to Modern
Humans by Darshan Singh is the second in a trilogy titled “Universe is the Mother of Humans”,
traces human development from ape-like ancestors over 6 million years ago to modern Homo
sapiens. It covers key stages like bipedalism, brain growth, tool use, migration out of Africa,
agriculture, and cultural evolution. It also explores the origins of language and world religions,
highlighting how human societies and beliefs evolved over 130,000 years.

earliest humans: The First Humans Frederick E. Grine, John G Fleagle, Richard E. Leakey,
2009-05-24 There are some issues in human paleontology that seem to be timeless. Most deal with
the origin and early evolution of our own genus - something about which we should care. Some of
these issues pertain to taxonomy and systematics. How many species of Homo were there in the
Pliocene and Pleistocene? How do we identify the earliest members the genus Homo? If there is
more than one Plio-Pleistocene species, how do they relate to one another, and where and when did
they evolve? Other issues relate to questions about body size, proportions and the functional
adaptations of the locomotor skeleton. When did the human postcranial “Bauplan” evolve, and for
what reasons? What behaviors (and what behavioral limitations) can be inferred from the postcranial
bones that have been attributed to Homo habilis and Homo erectus? Still other issues relate to
growth, development and life history strategies, and the biological and archeological evidence for
diet and behavior in early Homo. It is often argued that dietary change played an important role in
the origin and early evolution of our genus, with stone tools opening up scavenging and hunting
opportunities that would have added meat protein to the diet of Homo. Still other issues relate to the
environmental and climatic context in which this genus evolved.

earliest humans: The Geology of Early Humans in the Horn of Africa Jay Quade, Jonathan
Guy Wynn, 2008

earliest humans: The Ancient Human Occupation of Britain Nick Ashton, Simon Lewis,
Chris Stringer, 2010-11-12 The Ancient Human Occupation of Britain Project (AHOB) funded by the
Leverhulme Trust began in 2001 and brought together researchers from a range of disciplines with
the aim of investigating the record of human presence in Britain from the earliest occupation until
the end of the last Ice Age, about 12,000 years ago. Study of changes in climate, landscape and biota
over the last million years provides the environmental backdrop to understanding human presence
and absence together with the development of new technologies. This book brings together the
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multidisciplinary work of the project. The chapters present the results of new fieldwork and research
on old sites from museum collections using an array of new analytical techniques. - Features an
up-to-date treatment of the record of human presence in the British Isles during the Palaeolithic
period (700,000 - 10,000 years before present) - Takes multidisciplinary approach that includes
archaeology, geochemistry, geochronology, stratigraphy and sedimentology - Coincides with the
culmination of the AHOB project in 2010, providing a benchmark statement on the record of human
occupation in Britain that can be utilized and tested by future research

earliest humans: First Humans Rebecca Stefoff, 2010 This series takes readers on a journey
through the evolutionary history of humans.

earliest humans: Sex and Cohabitation Among Early Humans Rene ]J. Herrera, Ralph
Garcia-Bertrand, 2023-02-14 Sex and Cohabitation Among Early Humans: Anthropological and
Genetic Evidence for Interbreeding Among Early Humans explores the available information
regarding interbreeding among different ancestral human species. In addition, it reviews evidence in
support of cohabitation as well as cultural and technological interactions and exchanges among
early humans, particularly Neanderthal-sapiens interactions. The fields of archaeology,
anthropology, genetics, linguistics and molecular evolution have provided a wealth of information on
the complex processes involved in human evolution. The book will help readers will develop
knowledge on the complexity and multiplicity of hominins, including Homo heidelbergensis, Homo
sapiens, and Homo floresiensis. Moreover, the book will help them reach a greater understanding of
major topics, such as introgression, migration from Africa, the origin, development and extinction of
Neanderthals, interbreeding between Neanderthals and humans, and trait continuity. - Integrates
genetic, evolutionary, anthropological, archaeological, anatomical, artistic and linguistic research,
among other areas - Written in a simple and direct style that is accessible to readers from different
backgrounds and levels of understanding - Provides an integrative and holistic overview of recent
developments in research on how different interactions between ancient hominins contributed to the
evolution of our species

earliest humans: A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India Upinder Singh, 2008 Basic
Approach Developed as a comprehensive introductory work for scholars and students of ancient and
early medieval Indian history, this books provides the most exhaustive overview of the subject.
Dividing the vast historical expanse from the stone age to the 12th century into broad chronological
units, it constructs profiles of various geographical regions of the subcontinent, weaving together
and analysing an unparalleled range of literary and archaeological evidence. Dealing with prehistory
and protohistory of the subcontinent in considerable detail, the narrative of the historical period
breaks away from conventional text-based history writing. Providing a window into the world
primary sources, it incorporates a large volume of archaeological data, along with literary,
epigraphic, and numismatic evidence. Revealing the ways in which our past is constructed, it
explains fundamental concepts, and illuminates contemporary debates, discoveries, and research.
Situating prevailing historical debates in their contexts, Ancient and Early Medieval India presents
balanced assessments, encouraging readers to independently evaluate theories, evidence, and
arguments. Beautifully illustrated with over four hundred photographs, maps, and figures, Ancient
and Early Medieval India helps visualize and understand the extraordinarily rich and varied remains
of the ancient past of Indian subcontinent. It offers a scholarly and nuanced yet lucid account of
India s early past, and will surely transform the discovery of this past into an exciting experience.
Tabel of Contents List of photographs List of maps List of figures About the author Preface
Acknowledgements A readers guide 1. Understanding Literary and Archaeological Sources 2.
Hunter-Gatherers of the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic Ages 3. The Transition to Food Production:
Neolithic,Neolithic Chalcolithic, and Chalcolithic Villages, c. 7000 2000 bce 4. The Harappan
Civilization, c. 2600 1900 bce 5. Cultural Transitions: Images from Texts and Archaeology, c. 2000
600 bce 6. Cities, Kings, and Renunciants: North India, c. 600 300 bce 7. Power and Piety: The
Maurya Empire, c. 324 187 bce 8. Interaction and Innovation, c. 200 BCE 300 ce 9. Aesthetics and
Empire, c. 300 600 ce 10. Emerging Regional Configurations, c. 600 1200 ce Note on diacritics




Glossary Further readings References Index Author Bio Upinder Singh is Professor in the
Department of History at the University of Delhi. She taught history at St. Stephen s College, Delhi,
from 1981 until 2004, after which she joined the faculty of the Department of History at the
University of Delhi. Professor Singh s wide range of research interests and expertise include the
analysis of ancient and early medieval inscriptions; social and economic history; religious institutions
and patrona= history of archaeology; and modern history of ancient monuments. Her research
papers have been published in various national and international journals. Her published books
include: Kings, Brahmanas, and Temples in Orissa: An Epigraphic Study (AD 300 1147) (1994);
Ancient Delhi (1999; 2nd edn., 2006); a book for children, Mysteries of the Past: Archaeological Sites
in India (2002); The Discovery of Ancient India: Early Archaeologists and the Beginnings of
Archaeology (2004); and Delhi: Ancient History (edited, 2006).

earliest humans: Civilization and the Ancient Egyptians Katanga A. Bongo, 2008 Bongo sheds
important new light on the most fascinating epoch in human history: Ancient Egypt. In this heavily
researched work, he traces the evolution of civilization not to the Middle East, as most scholars do,
but rather the South American tribes whose cultures had greatly influenced what would become the
Land of the Pharaohs.

earliest humans: Making and Unmaking of San Diego Bay Matthew R. Kaser, Gary C.
Howard, 2021-09-26 San Diego Bay is a shallow estuary surrounded by a large population center.
Geological forces and changes in sea levels from the last Ice Age combine to make the Bay and the
adjacent highlands and mesas. Human activity has also influenced the Bay. Humans built several
major cities and filled significant parts of the Bay. This book describes the natural history and
evolution of the San Diego Bay Area over the last 50 million years through the present and into the
future. Key Features Summarizes a complex geological, geographical, and ecological history
Reviews how the San Diego Bay has changed and will likely change in the future Examines the
different roles of various drivers of Bay ecosystem function Includes the role of humans—both first
people and modern populations—on the Bay Explores San Diego Bay as an example of general bay
ecological and environmental issues Related Titles Howard GC and Kaser MR. Making and
Unmaking of the San Francisco Bay (ISBN 9781138596726) Wang Y, ed. Remote Sensing of Coastal
Environments (ISBN 978-1-1381-1638-2) Gonenc IE, Wolfin JB, eds. Coastal Lagoons: Ecosystem
Processes and Modeling for Sustainable Use and Development (ISBN 978-0-3675-7814-5) Mossop E,
ed. Sustainable Coastal Design and Planning (ISBN 978-0-3675-7075-0)

earliest humans: The New Chimpanzee Craig Stanford, 2018-03-19 Drawing on extensive
observations of wild chimpanzees’ behavior and social dynamics, Craig Stanford portrays a complex
and more humanlike ape than the chimps Jane Goodall popularized more than a half century
ago—one that plots political coups, strategizes for resources, and passes on cultural traditions to
younger generations.

earliest humans: Designed Experiments for Science and Engineering Michael D. Holloway,
2024-12-19 Designed Experiments for Science and Engineering is a versatile and overarching toolkit
that explores various methods of designing experiments for over 20 disciplines in science and
engineering. Designed experiments provide a structured approach to hypothesis testing, data
analysis, and decision-making. They allow researchers and engineers to efficiently explore multiple
factors, interactions, and their impact on outcomes, ultimately leading to better-designed processes,
products, and systems across a wide range of scientific and engineering disciplines. Each discipline
covered in this book includes the key characteristics of the steps in choosing and executing the
experimental designs (one factor, fractional factorial, mixture experimentation, factor central
composite, 3-factor + central composite, etc.) and reviews the various statistical tools used as well
as the steps in how to utilize each (standard deviation analysis, analysis of variance [ANOVA],
relative standard deviation, bias analysis, etc.). This book is essential reading for students and
professionals who are involved in research and development within various fields in science and
engineering, such as mechanical engineering, environmental science, manufacturing, and aerospace
engineering.



earliest humans: Encyclopedia of the Peoples of Africa and the Middle East Jamie Stokes,
2009 Encyclopedia of the Peoples of Africa and the Middle East is a two-volume A-to-Z reference to
the history and culture of the peoples of Africa and the Middle East.

earliest humans: The Rise of Politics and Morality in Nietzsche's Genealogy Jeffrey
Metzger, 2019-11-14 Nietzsche’s On the Genealogy of Morals has become a central text for
understanding the thinker and his impact on moral philosophy. Yet his account of the rise of political
society and its relation to morality has generally been overlooked, in large part because of its
strange and often confusing character. In The Rise of Politics and Morality in Nietzsche’s Genealogy:
From Chaos to Conscience, Jeffrey Metzger devotes careful attention to Nietzsche’s analysis of the
origin of political society in the Second Essay and its intertwining with the development of morality
and religion. Focused on how that account places Nietzsche’s understanding of humanity in his
larger conceptions of nature and the will to power, the book further considers how Nietzsche
grounds his thought in the world as he presents it, and the strengths and weaknesses of Nietzsche’s
approach to this crucial moment in human development. This book will interest philosophers,
political theorists, and anyone else interested in Nietzsche and his contribution to our understanding
of how we became human.

earliest humans: Information Behavior Amanda Spink, 2010-06-25 Information behavior has
emerged as an important aspect of human life, however our knowledge and understanding of it is
incomplete and underdeveloped scientifically. Research on the topic is largely contemporary in focus
and has generally not incorporated results from other disciplines. In this monograph Spink provides
a new understanding of information behavior by incorporating related findings, theories and models
from social sciences, psychology and cognition. In her presentation, she argues that information
behavior is an important instinctive sociocognitive ability that can only be fully understood with a
highly interdisciplinary approach. The leitmotivs of her examination are three important research
questions: First, what is the evolutionary, biological and developmental nature of information
behavior? Second, what is the role of instinct versus environment in shaping information behavior?
And, third, how have information behavior capabilities evolved and developed over time? Written for
researchers in information science as well as social and cognitive sciences, Spink’s controversial text
lays the foundation for a new interdisciplinary theoretical perspective on information behavior that
will not only provide a more holistic framework for this field but will also impact those sciences, and
thus also open up many new research directions.

earliest humans: History Adam Hart-Davis, 2012-03-20 Homo sapiens have remained the same
species, largely unchanged in genetic makeup and anatomy since the Cro-Magnon era. By contrast,
the cultural, social, and technological changes since then have been nothing less than extraordinary.
At the core of this development is the ability of humans to store and transmit knowledge, so that
each new generation stands upon the shoulders of its predecessors. This ability to use what has gone
before is what sets humans apart. Telling our story, from prehistory to the present day, DK's History
is a thought-provoking journey, revealing the common threads and forces that have shaped human
history. Taking a broad-themed approach, acknowledging varied factors at work, from climate,
ecology, disease, and geology and their roles in the human story, this visual celebration makes
history accessible and relevant, putting events in their wider context and showing how they have
shaped the world we live in. Features inventions, discoveries, and ideas that have shaped world
history Looks at human achievement through artifacts, painting, sculpture, and architecture Places
humankind in context as part of the natural world Includes eyewitness accounts and biographies of
key figures at turning points in history Gives factors such as climate and natural disasters their full
place in the human story Uncovers the past, from analyzing ice cores to deciphering extinct
languages A comprehensive timeline chronicles the key events of the countries of the world.

earliest humans: Ancient Bones Madelaine Bohme, Riidiger Braun, Florian Breier, 2020-09-08
Splendid and important... Scientifically rigorous and written with a clarity and candor that create a
gripping tale... [Bohme's] account of the history of Europe's lost apes is imbued with the sweat,
grime, and triumph that is the lot of the fieldworker, and carries great authority. —Tim Flannery,



The New York Review of Books In this fascinating forensic inquiry into human origins (Kirkus
STARRED Review), a renowned paleontologist takes readers behind-the-scenes of one of the most
groundbreaking archaeological digs in recent history. Somewhere west of Munich, paleontologist
Madelaine Bohme and her colleagues dig for clues to the origins of humankind. What they discover
is beyond anything they ever imagined: the twelve-million-year-old bones of Danuvius guggenmosi
make headlines around the world. This ancient ape defies prevailing theories of human history—his
skeletal adaptations suggest a new common ancestor between apes and humans, one that dwelled in
Europe, not Africa. Might the great apes that traveled from Africa to Europe before Danuvius's time
be the key to understanding our own origins? All this and more is explored in Ancient Bones. Using
her expertise as a paleoclimatologist and paleontologist, Bohme pieces together an awe-inspiring
picture of great apes that crossed land bridges from Africa to Europe millions of years ago, evolving
in response to the challenging conditions they found. She also takes us behind the scenes of her
research, introducing us to former theories of human evolution (complete with helpful maps and
diagrams), and walks us through musty museum overflow storage where she finds forgotten fossils
with yellowed labels, before taking us along to the momentous dig where she and the team
unearthed Danuvius guggenmosi himself—and the incredible reverberations his discovery caused
around the world. Praise for Ancient Bones: Readable and thought-provoking. Madelaine Bohme is
an iconoclast whose fossil discoveries have challenged long-standing ideas on the origins of the
ancestors of apes and humans. —Steve Brusatte, New York Times-bestselling author of The Rise and
Fall of the Dinosaurs An inherently fascinating, impressively informative, and exceptionally
thought-provoking read. —Midwest Book Review An impressive introduction to the burgeoning
recalibration of paleoanthropology. —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

earliest humans: History! DK, 2019-08-20 Join us on a fascinating journey through the ages!
Explore historical events through engaging explanations, incredible illustrations, and stunning
computer-generated images. A gorgeously illustrated guide to the history of the world, from what
everyday life was like in medieval cultures to the ground-breaking, eco-friendly innovations of today.
From the disciplined armies of ancient Rome and the first flight of the Wright Brothers to World War
IT and post-colonial Africa, this comprehensive history book brings historical events to life in
incredible detail. World history is charted and celebrated from every angle in this reference book.
Perfect for making home learning fun, young readers will get to see what history looked like through
spectacular computer-generated images of key people, places, and events. Discover fantastic facts
about the history of everything. Comprehensive and authoritative information on a massive range of
topics will inspire young minds to learn more about history. Find out what everyday life was like in
Egypt and how inventions like the printer came about, and understand why the world went to war -
twice. Packed with vivid depictions of history, this complete visual reference guide shows you what
other encyclopedias only tell you. Peek inside ancient buildings, meet ferocious samurai warriors
and marvel at elaborate outfits, all through highly detailed CGI images. A Fascinating Introduction
to The World Through Time Find out fun facts that will amaze and surprise you, and answer your
burning questions about some of history's key events, like the French Revolution or the Golden Age
of Cinema. This book will transport you to the most exciting times of the past, from our earliest
ancestors right up to the world we live in today. Journey back in time with this educational book of
the events of the past! - The Ancient World - The Medieval World - The Age of Revolution - The Age
of Exploration - The Modern World Complete the Series: DK Book's Knowledge Encyclopedia Series
makes the most complex subjects easy to understand. Discover everything you need to know about
the human body in Knowledge Encyclopedia Human Body!, learn about the most exciting parts of
space in Knowledge Encyclopedia Space!, and many more!
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