
edith stein essays on woman

edith stein essays on woman represent a profound exploration of the nature,
dignity, and vocation of women through the lens of one of the 20th century's
most influential philosophers and theologians. Edith Stein, also known as
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, combined her expertise in phenomenology
with her deep Catholic faith to offer insightful reflections on womanhood.
Her essays on woman delve into the metaphysical and existential dimensions of
femininity, addressing both the unique qualities of women and their role in
society, family, and spirituality. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of Edith Stein’s essays on woman, highlighting key themes,
philosophical foundations, and their relevance in contemporary discussions on
gender and identity. Readers will gain an understanding of Stein’s approach
to womanhood, her critique of contemporary cultural attitudes, and her vision
for the integration of woman’s essence within the broader human experience.
The following sections will guide through an organized analysis of her work,
beginning with her philosophical background, followed by her core ideas on
femininity, and concluding with the impact and legacy of her writings.

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein

Key Themes in Edith Stein’s Essays on Woman

Edith Stein’s View on the Vocation of Woman

Critique of Contemporary Gender Perspectives

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein

Edith Stein’s essays on woman are deeply rooted in her philosophical training
in phenomenology, a discipline she studied under Edmund Husserl.
Phenomenology’s focus on the structures of consciousness and lived experience
provided Stein with tools to analyze the essence of womanhood beyond
superficial or cultural stereotypes. Her approach emphasizes understanding
the inner experience and identity of women as a distinct existential reality.
Stein’s conversion to Catholicism further enriched her philosophy with
theological insights, allowing for a synthesis between phenomenological
analysis and spiritual anthropology. This foundation shapes her essays on
woman, positioning them at the intersection of philosophy, theology, and
personalist thought.

Phenomenology and the Essence of Woman

In her essays, Stein uses phenomenology to explore the intrinsic qualities
that define womanhood. She argues that woman’s essence cannot be reduced to
biological or social functions alone but must be apprehended through the
lived experience and consciousness of women themselves. This phenomenological
method allows Stein to uncover the unique capacities for empathy,
relationality, and nurturing that characterize the feminine identity. Her
analysis goes beyond gender roles to address the spiritual and intellectual



dimensions of being a woman.

Theological Influences on Stein’s Thought

Stein’s Catholic faith profoundly influences her reflections on womanhood.
She integrates Christian anthropology, particularly the dignity bestowed upon
every human being as created in the image of God, into her understanding of
women. This theological perspective affirms the equal value and complementary
nature of men and women. In her essays, Edith Stein highlights the sacred
vocation of women, linking their identity to divine purpose and calling,
which transcends cultural and historical changes.

Key Themes in Edith Stein’s Essays on Woman

Edith Stein’s essays on woman articulate several enduring themes that capture
the complexity and richness of feminine existence. These themes address both
the nature and the role of women, engaging with questions of identity,
freedom, and societal expectations. Her work offers a nuanced vision that
challenges reductive views of women as either solely caregivers or merely
equal counterparts to men, proposing instead a distinctive and complementary
ontology of womanhood.

Woman as Subject and Person

One of the central themes in Stein’s essays is the affirmation of woman as a
subject with intrinsic dignity, rather than an object defined by external
criteria. She insists that women possess their own subjectivity, autonomy,
and intellectual capacity, which deserve recognition and respect. This theme
counters historical tendencies to marginalize or instrumentalize women,
advocating instead for their full participation in intellectual, social, and
spiritual life.

The Complementarity of Masculine and Feminine

Stein emphasizes the complementary relationship between men and women, rooted
in their essential differences and mutual interdependence. Rather than
promoting a simplistic equality that erases distinctions, her essays
highlight how masculine and feminine qualities enrich and balance the human
community. This complementarity is reflected in personal relationships,
family life, and social structures, where each gender’s unique contributions
are valued.

The Role of Empathy and Emotional Intuition

In contrast to purely rational or abstract conceptions of personhood, Edith
Stein stresses the importance of empathy and emotional intuition as key
aspects of the feminine experience. She argues that women possess a
particular aptitude for understanding others’ feelings and fostering
interpersonal connections. This capacity is not merely sentimental but
constitutes a profound mode of knowledge and relationality.



Edith Stein’s View on the Vocation of Woman

Stein’s essays on woman also explore the idea of vocation—an intrinsic
calling or purpose that guides a woman’s life. Her reflections extend beyond
social roles to address the spiritual and existential dimensions of womanhood
as a mission within both family and society. She envisions the vocation of
woman as encompassing motherhood, education, and active participation in
cultural and religious life.

Motherhood as a Central Vocation

Motherhood occupies a prominent place in Edith Stein’s thought. She regards
it not only as a biological function but as a profound spiritual and
educational task. According to Stein, motherhood involves nurturing the whole
person—physically, emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually—and serves as
a foundation for human development and social stability. Her essays affirm
the dignity and importance of maternal love and responsibility.

Women’s Contribution to Culture and Society

Beyond the family, Edith Stein recognizes women’s vital role in cultural and
societal advancement. She argues that women bring unique perspectives and
values that enrich public life and ethical discourse. Stein’s essays
encourage women to engage in intellectual pursuits, social activism, and
religious leadership, reflecting a holistic understanding of vocation that
integrates personal fulfillment with communal service.

Spiritual and Religious Dimensions

For Edith Stein, the vocation of woman is inseparable from her spiritual
identity. Her Catholic worldview sees women as called to a life of faith,
prayer, and holiness, which empowers them to fulfill their roles with grace
and strength. This spiritual dimension adds depth to the concept of vocation,
framing womanhood as a path toward divine union and sanctification.

Critique of Contemporary Gender Perspectives

Edith Stein’s essays on woman include a critical assessment of modern and
contemporary gender theories, especially those that seek to neutralize or
eliminate gender distinctions. She challenges ideologies that reduce women to
mere social constructs or that dismiss the importance of biological and
existential differences. Stein’s critique is grounded in both philosophical
rigor and a concern for preserving the dignity and authentic identity of
women.

Opposition to Radical Feminism

Stein expresses caution toward radical feminist movements that advocate for a
complete erasure of gender roles. She argues that such approaches risk
undermining the unique contributions and experiences of women by promoting an
artificial uniformity. Her essays call for a balanced understanding that



honors both equality and difference, preserving the integrity of feminine
identity.

Defense of Natural and Ontological Differences

Stein defends the natural distinctions between men and women as fundamental
to human nature. She maintains that these differences are not hierarchical
but complementary, reflecting a deeper ontological reality. This stance
opposes cultural relativism and supports a vision of gender grounded in
nature and metaphysics.

Concerns about Social and Cultural Pressures

Stein critiques societal pressures that compel women to conform to roles that
may be alien to their nature or vocation. Her essays warn against the dangers
of commodification and instrumentalization of women in consumerist or
utilitarian frameworks. She advocates for a culture that respects women’s
freedom to choose their path in harmony with their true identity.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The impact of Edith Stein’s essays on woman extends well beyond her lifetime,
influencing theological, philosophical, and feminist discourse. Her balanced
and profound reflections continue to resonate in contemporary debates about
gender, identity, and the role of women in society. Stein’s work provides a
framework for dialogue that respects both tradition and modernity,
encouraging a thoughtful engagement with the questions surrounding womanhood.

Influence on Christian Feminist Thought

Edith Stein’s writings have inspired many Christian feminists who seek to
integrate faith and feminism. Her emphasis on dignity, vocation, and
complementarity offers a constructive alternative to secular feminist
paradigms. Her legacy supports efforts to promote women’s rights and roles
within the context of religious belief and moral values.

Contributions to Gender Philosophy

Stein’s phenomenological approach to womanhood contributes to broader
philosophical discussions on gender identity and personhood. Her insistence
on subjective experience and the inner life of women enriches the academic
study of gender, offering insights into the complexity of human identity.

Relevance in Modern Societal Contexts

In an era marked by ongoing debates about gender equality, roles, and rights,
Edith Stein’s essays on woman provide a nuanced perspective that transcends
polarizing arguments. Her call for respect, authenticity, and integration of
feminine identity remains a valuable resource for educators, theologians, and
policymakers seeking to foster inclusive and respectful societies.



Edith Stein’s philosophical and theological background

Themes of subjectivity, complementarity, and empathy

Vocation as motherhood and societal contribution

Critique of radical gender theories

Lasting influence and contemporary significance

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edith Stein and why is she significant in
discussions about women?

Edith Stein was a German Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and
became a Discalced Carmelite nun. She is significant in discussions about
women due to her profound philosophical and theological writings on the
nature, dignity, and vocation of women, especially in her essay collection
'Essays on Woman.'

What are the main themes explored in Edith Stein's
'Essays on Woman'?

The main themes in 'Essays on Woman' include the nature and essence of
womanhood, the spiritual and existential vocation of women, the relationship
between men and women, and the role of women in society and the Church from a
phenomenological and theological perspective.

How does Edith Stein define the essence of woman in
her essays?

Edith Stein defines the essence of woman as inherently relational and
oriented towards nurturing and care. She emphasizes that womanhood is not
merely biological but involves a unique spiritual and existential dimension
that contributes to the formation of community and family.

In what ways did Edith Stein's philosophical
background influence her writings on women?

Edith Stein's background in phenomenology, especially as a student of Edmund
Husserl, influenced her detailed and rigorous exploration of the lived
experience and consciousness of women. She combined philosophical analysis
with theological insights to articulate a comprehensive understanding of
womanhood.

What relevance do Edith Stein's 'Essays on Woman'



have for contemporary feminist thought?

Edith Stein's 'Essays on Woman' offer a perspective that values the
distinctiveness of womanhood without reducing it to gender stereotypes. Her
work provides a foundation for dialogue between traditional views of
femininity and contemporary feminist thought, emphasizing dignity, vocation,
and relationality.

Where can one find a reliable English translation of
Edith Stein's 'Essays on Woman'?

A reliable English translation of Edith Stein's 'Essays on Woman' can be
found in the book titled 'Essays on Woman,' translated and published by ICS
Publications. Some academic libraries and online platforms specializing in
philosophical and theological works also provide access to her translated
essays.

Additional Resources
1. Edith Stein: Essays on Woman
This collection of essays by Edith Stein, also known as St. Teresa Benedicta
of the Cross, explores the nature and vocation of womanhood from a
philosophical and theological perspective. Stein delves into the unique
qualities and roles of women, emphasizing dignity, freedom, and spiritual
significance. The work is foundational for those interested in feminist
philosophy and Christian anthropology.

2. Philosophical Foundations of Edith Stein’s Thought
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of Edith Stein’s philosophical
background, focusing on her phenomenological approach and how it informs her
views on womanhood. It examines her influences, including Edmund Husserl, and
how her philosophy integrates with her essays on women’s roles and identity.
The text is ideal for readers seeking a deeper understanding of the
intellectual roots of Stein’s work.

3. Woman: The Mystery of Being in Edith Stein’s Philosophy
An in-depth exploration of the concept of woman as presented by Edith Stein,
this book discusses her interpretation of femininity as a unique mode of
existence. It highlights her argument that womanhood is not merely a
biological category but a profound ontological reality. The author also
compares Stein’s ideas with contemporary feminist theories.

4. Edith Stein and the Feminist Movement: A Historical Perspective
This volume situates Edith Stein’s essays on woman within the broader context
of early 20th-century feminism. It investigates how her ideas both align with
and challenge the feminist ideologies of her time. Through historical
analysis, the book reveals the enduring impact of Stein’s thought on modern
feminist discourse.

5. The Spiritual Dimensions of Womanhood: Insights from Edith Stein
Focusing on the spiritual and religious aspects of Edith Stein’s work, this
book examines how she integrates faith with her philosophy of womanhood. It
explores themes such as vocation, suffering, and transcendence, showing how
Stein’s conversion to Catholicism influenced her views. This text is valuable
for readers interested in spirituality and gender studies.

6. Edith Stein’s Legacy in Contemporary Gender Philosophy



This book assesses the relevance of Edith Stein’s essays on woman in today’s
debates about gender identity and roles. It discusses how her
phenomenological approach offers unique tools for understanding gender beyond
social constructs. The author also critiques and expands upon Stein’s ideas
in light of recent philosophical developments.

7. Phenomenology and Feminine Identity: The Contributions of Edith Stein
Exploring the intersection of phenomenology and gender studies, this book
highlights Edith Stein’s pioneering role in applying phenomenology to
questions of feminine identity. It provides detailed analyses of her major
essays and their implications for both philosophy and feminist theory. The
work is essential for scholars interested in phenomenological methods.

8. Edith Stein: A Woman for Our Times
A biographical and philosophical portrait of Edith Stein, this book traces
her life, intellectual journey, and enduring influence on the understanding
of womanhood. It contextualizes her essays within her personal experiences
and historical events, including her martyrdom during World War II. The
narrative combines scholarly insight with accessible storytelling.

9. Revisiting Edith Stein’s Essays on Woman: Contemporary Perspectives
This edited volume brings together contemporary scholars who re-examine Edith
Stein’s essays on woman from various disciplinary angles. Topics include
ethics, theology, anthropology, and gender studies, providing a multifaceted
understanding of her work. The book encourages dialogue between Stein’s
traditional perspectives and modern academic discourse.

Edith Stein Essays On Woman

Find other PDF articles:
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-004/Book?dataid=xCE87-9329&title=business-analy
st-ernst-and-young.pdf

  edith stein essays on woman: Essays on Woman Edith Stein, 1996 With reason Edith Stein
has been called 'the most significant German woman of this century'. Her writings on woman are the
fruit of both reflection and debate with other leaders of the Catholic feminist movement in
German-speaking countries between the World Wars. ..... [from back cover]
  edith stein essays on woman: Essays on Woman Edith Stein (sainte).), 1987
  edith stein essays on woman: The Essential Woman Kristen West McGuire, 2023-11-30 Edith
Stein (St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross) was a Jewish philosopher who became a Catholic in 1922
after reading the autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila. When asked why she converted, she wrote,
secretum meum mihi. (Latin for my secret is mine) She became a Carmelite nun in 1934, but was
murdered by the Nazis at Auschwitz in 1942. Dr. Stein's opinions on Catholic women's education
were widely reported and discussed in German Catholic circles in the early 1930's. Her list of the
virtues a woman ought to embody prompted many requests for elaboration. This volume reprints Dr.
Stein's list of feminine virtues, her explanation of how to live these virtues, and essays from My
Secret is Mine newsletter on living those virtues today. After each essay, a bible study related to the
theme rounds out the chapter. This is a revised version of the original book published in 2008, with
bible studies included and a revision of the chapter, I am a Shelter for Souls.
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  edith stein essays on woman: Edith Stein's Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 Joyce
Avrech Berkman, 2023-04-04 Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 is a treasure trove for
the study of Stein’s youth and early adulthood, her approach to writing autobiographically, and her
intricate relationship with historical influences of her time and place. Through intellectual mining
Stein’s narrative and conducting a comprehensive historical analysis of Stein’s achievement as a
distinct type of autobiography, Joyce Avrech Berkman argues that a key axis of Stein’s
consciousness, values, philosophical ideas, and life choices is a deep, tense, unresolved,
philosophical, and spiritual struggle to both uphold traditional societal and cultural values and
practices and also critiquing them to pioneer new patterns of thought. Berkman further probes the
sharply controversial nature of Stein’s autobiography for her family members and Stein scholars in
the decades after her death. Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916: A Companion serves
as an important guide to scholars in autobiographical studies, history, philosophy, and theology, as
well as to a broader readership interested in Stein’s life for religious and cultural reasons.
  edith stein essays on woman: Edith Stein: Women, Social-Political Philosophy,
Theology, Metaphysics and Public History Antonio Calcagno, 2015-11-11 This volume explores
the work and thought of Edith Stein (1891–1942). It discusses in detail, and from new perspectives,
the traditional areas of her thinking, including her ideas about women/feminism, theology, and
metaphysics. In addition, it introduces readers to new and/or understudied areas of her thought,
including her views on history, and her social and political philosophy. The guiding thread that
connects all the essays in this book is the emphasis on new approaches and novel applications of her
philosophy. The contributions both extend the interdisciplinary implications of Stein’s thinking for
our contemporary world and apply her insights to questions of theatre, public history and
biographical representation, education, politics, autism, theological debates, feminism, sexuality
studies and literature. The volume brings together for the first time leading scholars in five
language-groups, including English, German, Italian, French and Spanish-speaking authors, thereby
reflecting an international and cosmopolitan approach to Stein studies.
  edith stein essays on woman: Essays on Woman Saint Edith Stein, 1985
  edith stein essays on woman: Unlocking the Feminine Genius with Edith Stein Alexandra
Cathey, MTh, 2017-06-22 Women have a great mission in the world. They are called to maternally
embrace and heal humanity through spiritual motherhood. This book looks at why and how women
need to prepare their hearts for this great mission through emotional formation. John Paul II's Letter
to Women and Edith Stein's Essays on Women teach us about the need for the feminine genius to
transform family and society into a civilization of love and a culture of life. Immerse yourself in the
wisdom of these two great Saints and learn how to unlock the beauty and power of your feminine
genius. For more info go to alexandrarcathey.com
  edith stein essays on woman: The Collected Works of Edith Stein, Sister Teresa Benedicta of
the Cross, Discalced Carmelite Edith Stein, 1998
  edith stein essays on woman: Edith Stein Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, 2017 In the wake of
World War I when neither Jews nor women were widely accepted in academia, Edith Stein rose to
prominence as a leading intellectual in Germany. She was a passionate and brilliant philosopher who
lived and thrived in the intellectual university community of Germany. She was also a young Jewish
woman who shocked her intellectual community when she fell in love with Jesus Christ and became
a Roman Catholic. More shocking still, eleven years later, Edith entered the cloistered Carmelite
order to follow a life of mystic and contemplative prayer in the cloister under the name Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross. Edith Stein’s surrender to grace is all the more visible because of the dark
night that enveloped the period of history in which she lived and died — years when millions of men
and women, including Edith Stein herself, were systematically murdered by the Nazi regime in the
name of diligent ethnic cleansing. Today, as the meaning of feminism is lost in a world of relativism,
Edith Stein provides a model for a true feminist woman who authentically integrates faith, family,
and work. In these pages, award-winning journalist Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda brings new light to this
complex woman, her culture, and the pivotal period of history in which she lived and died. More than



a biography, these pages paint a multifaceted portrait of Edith Stein as seen by scholars, friends,
and relatives – and by Catholics and Jews alike. You’ll gain new insights into the complex aspects of
her life and death, as well as the impact of her character and personality on those who knew her.
But most of all, you will enter into the interior life of this woman of Jewish descent who transformed
her entire life because of her encounter with Jesus Christ, an encounter that led her from the depths
of atheism to the heights of sainthood.
  edith stein essays on woman: The Oxford Handbook of Nineteenth-Century Women
Philosophers in the German Tradition Kristin Gjesdal, Dalia Nassar, 2024 This Oxford Handbook
celebrates the work of trailblazing women in the history of modern philosophy. Through thirty-one
original chapters, it engages with the work of women philosophers spanning the long nineteenth
century in the German tradition, and covers women's contribution to major philosophical
movements, including romanticism and idealism, socialism, and Marxism, Nietzscheanism, feminism,
phenomenology, and neo-Kantianism. It opens with a section on figures, offering essays focused on
fifteen thinkers in this tradition, before moving on to sections of essays on movement and topics.
Across the volume's chapters, essays examine women's contributions to key philosophical areas such
as epistemology and metaphysics, aesthetics, ethics, social and political philosophy, ecology,
education, and the philosophy of nature.
  edith stein essays on woman: The Complementarity of Women and Men Paul C. Vitz,
2021-04-30 Contributors explore the complementarity of women and men--that women and men are
equal and different--as underpinned by Catholic theology and expressed in philosophy, theology,
psychology, and art--
  edith stein essays on woman: The Collected Works of Edith Stein, Sister Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross Discalced Carmelite Lucy Gelber, Romaeus Leuven,
  edith stein essays on woman: The Concept of Woman Prudence Allen, 1997 The culmination
of a lifetime's scholarly work, this pioneering study by Sister Prudence Allen traces the concept of
woman in relation to man in Western thought from ancient times to the present. Volume I uncovers
four general categories of questions asked by philosophers for two thousand years. These are the
categories of opposites, of generation, of wisdom, and of virtue. Sister Prudence Allen traces several
recurring strands of sexual and gender identity within this period. Ultimately, she shows the
paradoxical influence of Aristotle on the question of woman and on a philosophical understanding of
sexual coomplemenarity. Supplemented throughout with helpful charts, diagrams, and illustrations,
this volume will be an important resource for scholars and students in the fields of women's studies,
philosophy, history, theology, literary studies, and political science. In Volume 2, Sister Prudence
Allen explores claims about sex and gender identity in the works of over fifty philosophers (both men
and women) in the late medieval and early Renaissance periods. Touching on the thought of every
philosopher who considered sex or gender identity between A.D. 1250 and 1500, The Concept of
Woman provides the analytical categories necessary for situating contemporary discussion of women
in relation to men. Adding to the accessibility of this fine discussion are informative illustrations,
helpful summary charts, and extracts of original source material (some not previously available in
English). In her third and final volume Allen covers the years 1500--2015, continuing her
chronological approach to individual authors and also offering systematic arguments to defend
certain philosophical positions over against others.
  edith stein essays on woman: Women in Christianity in the Modern Age Lisa Isherwood,
Megan Clay, 2021-12-30 Women in Christianity in the Modern Age examines the role of women in
Christianity in the 20th and early 21st Centuries. This edited volume includes eight important
contributions from academics in the field. The modern era has been an age of social and religious
upheaval, and the ravages of global warfare and changes to women’s role in society have made the
examination of the place of women in religion a key question in theology. From theological concerns
- engagements with the biblical texts by feminist and anti-feminist theologians, the modern role of
Mary and women saints – to political and social debates on women’s ministry and place in society,
and cultural shifts as expressed through theologically inspired artwork by women, Women in



Christianity in the Modern Age provides an overview and in-depth studies of a tumultuous and
changing era. This insightful text will be of key interest to students and scholars in Religion and
Cultural Studies.
  edith stein essays on woman: Eight Women Philosophers Jane Duran, 2010-10-01 Spanning
over nine hundred years, Eight Women Philosophers is the first singly-authored work to trace the
themes of standard philosophical theorizing and feminist thought across women philosophers in the
Western tradition. Jane Duran has crafted a comprehensive overview of eight women
philosophers--Hildegard of Bingen, Anne Conway, Mary Astell, Mary Wollstonecraft, Harriet Taylor
Mill, Edith Stein, Simone Weil, and Simone de Beauvoir--that underscores the profound and
continuing significance of these thinkers for contemporary scholars. Duran devotes one chapter to
each philosopher and provides a sustained critical analysis of her work, utilizing aspects of
Continental theory, poststructuralist theory, and literary theory. She situates each philosopher
within her respective era and in relation to her intellectual contemporaries, and specifically
addresses the contributions each has made to major areas such as metaphysics/epistemology, theory
of value, and feminist theory. She affirms the viability and importance of recovering these women's
overlooked work and provides a powerful answer to the question of why the rubric women
philosophers remains so valuable.
  edith stein essays on woman: Feminist Phenomenology Linda Fisher, Lester Embree,
2013-04-17 This volume is composed chiefly of papers first presented and discussed at the Research
Symposium on Feminist Phenomenology held November 18-19, 1994 in Delray Beach, Florida. Those
papers have been revised and expanded for publication in the present volume and several essays
have been added. We would like to thank very much all the participants in the symposium, including
the session chairs and others in attendance, whose interest and enthusiasm contributed greatly. The
symposium and this volume, including the name for it, were conceived of by Lester Embree, who
also arranged sponsorship, local arrangements, and publication through the William F. Dietrich
Eminent Scholar Chair at Florida Atlantic University and the Center for Advanced Research in
Phenomenology, Inc. The invitees were decided upon jointly. Linda Fisher has been chiefly
responsible for the editing and the preparation of the camera-ready copy. Linda Fisher Lester
Embree Acknowledgments The editing and preparation of this volume has spanned several cities and
two continents and I am indebted to many people from each place.
  edith stein essays on woman: Rethinking Feminist Phenomenology Sara Cohen Shabot,
Christinia Landry, 2018-10-05 Although feminist phenomenology is traditionally rooted in
philosophy, the issues with which it engages sit at the margins of philosophy and a number of other
disciplines within the humanities and social sciences. This interdisciplinarity is emphasised in the
present collection. Rethinking Feminist Phenomenology focuses on emerging trends in feminist
phenomenology from a range of both established and new scholars. It covers foundational feminist
issues in phenomenology, feminist phenomenological methods, and applied phenomenological work
in politics, ethics, and on the body. The book is divided into three parts, starting with new
methodological approaches to feminist phenomenology and moving on to address popular discourses
in feminist phenomenology that explore ethical and political, embodied, and performative
perspectives.
  edith stein essays on woman: Writing as Resistance Rachel Feldhay Brenner, 2010-11-01 In
this moving account of the life, work, and ethics of four Jewish women intellectuals in the world of
the Holocaust, Rachel Feldhay Brenner explores the ways in which these women sought to maintain
their faith in humanity while aware of intensifying destruction. She argues that through their written
responses of autobiographical self-assertion, Edith Stein, Simone Weil, Anne Frank, and Etty
Hillesum resisted the Nazi terror in ways that defy its horrifying dehumanization. Personal identity
crises engendered the intellectual-spiritual acts of autobiographical self-searching for each of these
women. About to become a nun in 1933, Edith Stein embarked on her autobiography as a daughter
of a Jewish family. Fleeing France and deportation in 1942, Simone Weil examined her inner
struggle with faith and the Church in her Spiritual Autobiography. Hiding for more than two years in



the attic, Anne Frank poignantly confided in her diary about her efforts to become a better person.
Having volunteered as a social worker in Westerbork, Etty Hillesum searched her soul for love in the
reality of terror. In each case, autobiographical writing becomes an act of defiance that asserts
humanity in a dehumanized/dehumanizing world. By focusing on the four women's accomplishments
as intellectuals, writers, and thinkers, Brenner's account liberates them from other posthumous
treatments that depict them as symbols of altruism, sanctity, and victimization. Her approach also
elucidates the particular predicament of Western Jewish intellectuals who trusted the ideals of the
Enlightenment and believed in human fellowship. While suffering the terror of physical annihilation
decreed by the Final Solution, these Jews had to contend with their exclusion from the world that
they considered theirs. On yet another level, this study of four extraordinary life stories contributes
to a deeper understanding of the postwar development of ethical, theological, and feminist thought.
In showing concern about a world that had ceased to care for them, Stein, Weil, Frank, and Hillesum
demonstrated that the meaning of human existence consisted in the responsibility for the other, in
the protection of the suffering God, in the primary value of relatedness through empathy. Arguing
that their ethical tenets anticipated the thought of such postwar thinkers as Levinas, Fackenheim,
Tillich, Arendt, and Nodding, Brenner proposes that the breakup of the humanist tradition of the
Enlightenment in the Holocaust engendered the postwar exploration of humanist potential in
self-givenness to the other.
  edith stein essays on woman: Thinking Woman Jennifer Hockenbery Dragseth, 2016-08-25
What does it mean to be a woman? Do women have a unique nature and a unique vocation? Should
feminists work to help women specifically or to support all people? Thinking Woman examines the
lives and ideas of women in the history of philosophy who wished to understand and advocate for
themselves as women. Some, like Hildegard of Bingen and Edith Stein, found women to be a unique
creature designed by God, necessary for good stewardship of creation. Others, such as Mary
Wollstonecraft and Sojourner Truth, found women to be identical to men in all but biology and thus
identical before the law. Still others, from Simone de Beauvoir to Judith Butler, found the very
question troubling as they tried to sort out cultural ideas from biological rules. These women and
their views form a canon on the question of women, a canon that can help guide the conversation for
thinkers and activists today who want both to understand women and to advocate for justice for all
people.
  edith stein essays on woman: Pray Fully Michele Faehnle, Emily Jaminet, 2020-02-21 “I feel
silly trying to make up prayers myself.” “My mind starts to wander as I am speaking to God.” “I just
don’t have time to pray.” Do you recognize yourself in any of these statements? Then Pray Fully is
for you. Michele Faehnle and Emily Jaminet—bestselling authors of Divine Mercy for Moms and The
Friendship Project—share the rewards and frustrations of their own prayer journeys to create a
practical guide that combines testimonies, tips, and journaling space to help you spend quality time
with God. Whether you want to learn how to pray aloud in a group or to stop your mind from
wandering during prayer, Faehnle and Jaminet have practical advice and the real-life experience to
help you overcome obstacles to everyday prayer. Both raised in Catholic families who spent time in
prayer, Faehnle and Jaminet wanted to experience a relationship with God that consisted of more
than Sunday Mass and an occasional panicked Rosary or a rushed cry for help. They each found that
the noisy, self-centered monologue of their youth grew into a fuller, more mature dialogue of love
when they gave time to God and began to truly listen to him. In Pray Fully, Faehnle and Jaminet
share basic prayer principles that have helped them to become women of prayer: make time for
personal, daily communication with Jesus spend time meditating and engaging in other spiritual
practices such as adoration or the Examen recognize the critical times of each day when you need a
“prayer boost” live deeply in the sacraments and enrich your life with sacramentals record your
intentions and thank God for answered prayer Encouraging stories and practical advice—including
tips from the lives and writings of the saints—questions for personal reflection and private
meditation, and journaling space will help you develop a lifelong dialogue with God. The book is
perfect for individual or group study.
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