
deviant behavior examples

deviant behavior examples are actions or conduct that violate the social
norms, values, or expectations of a particular group or society. These
behaviors can range from minor infractions, like dress code violations, to
more severe acts such as criminal offenses. Understanding deviant behavior is
crucial in fields such as sociology, psychology, and criminology, as it helps
explain why individuals or groups may engage in actions considered
unacceptable or abnormal. This article explores various deviant behavior
examples, categorizing them to provide a comprehensive overview. It also
examines the underlying causes and societal reactions to these behaviors,
offering insight into how deviance shapes social order and change. Readers
will gain an understanding of both everyday deviant acts and more extreme
behaviors, highlighting the complexity of social norms and the consequences
of their breach.
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Common Deviant Behavior Examples
Common deviant behavior examples typically involve actions that violate
informal social norms but may not necessarily break laws. These behaviors
often challenge societal expectations and can vary widely depending on
cultural context.

Dress Code Violations
Wearing clothing that is considered inappropriate or unconventional for a
given setting is a frequent form of minor deviance. For instance, dressing in
excessively casual attire at a formal event or sporting controversial symbols
on apparel may be viewed as deviant behavior.



Public Disruptions
Acts such as loud talking in quiet places, spitting in public, or littering
are examples of deviant behaviors that disrupt social order. These actions,
while not criminal, are often frowned upon and can lead to social sanctions.

Lying and Cheating
Dishonesty in everyday interactions—such as lying to avoid responsibility or
cheating on exams—are widespread deviant behaviors. These actions violate
ethical norms and can undermine trust within communities or institutions.

Other Examples

Using offensive language in polite company

Skipping work or school without valid reason

Engaging in unconventional hairstyles or body modifications

Criminal Deviant Behavior Examples
Criminal deviant behavior examples represent violations of formal laws and
carry legal consequences. These behaviors are considered serious breaches of
societal rules and often involve harm to others or property.

Theft and Burglary
Taking someone else’s property without permission constitutes theft, a common
criminal deviance. Burglary involves unlawful entry into a building with
intent to commit theft or another felony, both regarded as serious offenses
under the law.

Violent Crimes
Violent acts such as assault, robbery, and homicide are among the most severe
deviant behaviors. These crimes not only break legal statutes but also deeply
impact victims and communities.



Drug-related Offenses
Illegal drug use, possession, manufacturing, and distribution are widespread
criminal deviant behaviors. They often carry heavy penalties due to their
association with addiction, health risks, and organized crime.

Other Examples

Fraud and embezzlement

Vandalism and property damage

Driving under the influence (DUI)

Social and Cultural Deviance
Social and cultural deviance encompasses behaviors that challenge or deviate
from established cultural norms and values. These behaviors may not always be
illegal but can provoke social disapproval or stigma.

Nonconformity in Lifestyle
Adopting alternative lifestyles or belief systems that differ from mainstream
culture can be viewed as deviant. Examples include communal living,
countercultural movements, or rejecting traditional family roles.

Religious and Political Deviance
Practicing unconventional religions or engaging in radical political activism
may be perceived as deviant within certain societies. These behaviors can
lead to social exclusion or conflict with dominant groups.

Gender and Sexual Deviance
Gender nonconformity and nontraditional sexual behaviors, such as cross-
dressing or alternative sexual orientations, have historically been labeled
deviant. Though social acceptance is growing, these behaviors remain
stigmatized in some contexts.



Other Examples

Body art and extreme piercings

Participating in protests or civil disobedience

Rejecting social etiquette or customs

Causes of Deviant Behavior
Understanding why individuals engage in deviant behavior involves analyzing
various social, psychological, and environmental factors. Causes can be
complex and multifaceted.

Socialization and Environment
Individuals learn norms and behaviors through socialization. When
socialization is inadequate or occurs in deviant subcultures, individuals may
adopt deviant behaviors. Environmental factors such as poverty, family
dysfunction, and peer influence also play critical roles.

Psychological Factors
Mental health issues, personality disorders, or trauma can contribute to
deviant behavior. Psychological theories suggest that some individuals may
struggle with impulse control or aggression, increasing the likelihood of
deviance.

Economic and Structural Causes
Economic inequality and lack of access to resources can lead to deviance as
survival strategies or forms of protest. Structural strain theory highlights
how societal pressures to achieve certain goals may push individuals toward
deviant acts when legitimate means are blocked.

Other Causes

Biological predispositions

Peer pressure and group dynamics



Media influence and cultural shifts

Societal Reactions and Consequences
Society responds to deviant behavior through various mechanisms aimed at
maintaining social order and discouraging norm violations. These reactions
can range from informal disapproval to formal punishment.

Social Sanctions
Informal sanctions include ridicule, ostracism, or criticism by family,
friends, or community members. These social controls aim to reinforce
conformity and discourage deviance through social pressure.

Legal Punishments
For criminal deviant behaviors, legal sanctions such as fines, imprisonment,
or probation are imposed. The criminal justice system serves to deter
deviance, rehabilitate offenders, and protect society.

Stigmatization and Labeling
Deviant individuals may be labeled and stigmatized, which can affect their
self-identity and social interactions. Labeling theory suggests that being
branded as deviant can perpetuate further deviance.

Other Consequences

Loss of employment or educational opportunities

Social isolation or discrimination

Impact on family and community relationships

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some common examples of deviant behavior?
Common examples of deviant behavior include stealing, lying, cheating, drug
abuse, vandalism, and violating social norms such as dress codes or
etiquette.

How does society define deviant behavior?
Society defines deviant behavior as actions or behaviors that violate
established social norms, values, or expectations, which can vary depending
on cultural context and time period.

Can deviant behavior be positive?
Yes, deviant behavior can be positive when it challenges unjust social norms
or promotes social change, such as civil rights activism or whistleblowing.

What is an example of deviant behavior in a
workplace?
Examples include consistently arriving late, falsifying reports, harassment,
or violating company policies and ethical standards.

How do cultural differences affect perceptions of
deviant behavior?
Cultural differences influence what is considered deviant; behaviors accepted
in one culture may be deemed deviant in another, such as dress styles,
dietary habits, or social rituals.

What role does peer pressure play in deviant
behavior?
Peer pressure can encourage individuals to engage in deviant behaviors to
gain acceptance or avoid rejection within a social group.

How is deviant behavior related to criminal
activity?
While deviant behavior often includes criminal acts like theft or assault,
not all deviant behaviors are illegal; some simply violate social norms
without breaking laws.

What is an example of deviant behavior among
teenagers?
Examples include underage drinking, truancy, vandalism, gang involvement, or



experimenting with drugs.

How can understanding deviant behavior help in
addressing social issues?
Understanding deviant behavior helps identify underlying causes such as
social inequality or mental health issues, allowing for more effective
interventions and policies to reduce harmful behaviors.

Additional Resources
1. Deviant Behavior by Erich Goode
This comprehensive textbook explores the sociological perspectives on deviant
behavior, examining why individuals engage in actions that violate social
norms. Goode delves into various types of deviance, including criminal acts,
drug use, and unconventional lifestyles. The book also discusses the social
construction of deviance and the role of societal reactions in labeling
behaviors as deviant.

2. Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell
While primarily about success, this book touches on deviant behaviors by
exploring how extraordinary achievements often arise from unconventional
patterns and actions. Gladwell investigates environmental factors and unique
opportunities that can lead to behaviors outside societal norms. The
narrative provides insight into how deviance can sometimes be a pathway to
success rather than failure.

3. The Anatomy of Deviance by David Downes and Paul Rock
This text offers an in-depth analysis of deviance from sociological and
criminological perspectives, focusing on examples like crime, drug addiction,
and mental illness. It discusses the social reactions to deviance and
examines the effectiveness of various control mechanisms. The authors provide
case studies that highlight the complexity and diversity of deviant behavior
in society.

4. Deviance and Social Control by Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, and
Randy R. Gainey
This book provides an accessible introduction to the sociology of deviance,
covering theories and practical examples such as gang activity, white-collar
crime, and sexual deviance. The authors emphasize the role of social control
agencies and policies in managing deviant behavior. It also highlights
contemporary issues and debates in the study of deviance.

5. Violence: A Micro-sociological Theory by Randall Collins
Collins presents a detailed analysis of violent deviant behavior through the
lens of micro-sociology. The book explores the dynamics of face-to-face
violent encounters, including fights and assaults, explaining why and how
violence occurs in everyday interactions. It offers a nuanced understanding
of the social contexts that foster violent deviance.



6. Labeling Theory and Social Control by Thomas J. Bernard
This book focuses on the labeling theory, which posits that deviance is a
result of society’s reaction to certain behaviors. Bernard discusses examples
such as juvenile delinquency and mental illness, illustrating how labels can
reinforce deviant identities. The text explores the implications of social
control and stigmatization for individuals and communities.

7. Understanding Deviance: A Guide to the Sociology of Crime and Rule-
Breaking by Steve Chapman
Chapman provides a clear and concise overview of deviance, including examples
like drug abuse, theft, and sexual deviance. The book examines various
sociological theories that explain why people break rules and how society
responds. It serves as a practical guide for students and readers interested
in the complexities of deviant behavior.

8. Criminal Behavior: A Psychological Approach by Curt R. Bartol and Anne M.
Bartol
This book approaches deviant behavior from a psychological standpoint,
focusing on criminal acts such as violent crime, theft, and sexual offenses.
It investigates the mental processes, personality traits, and environmental
factors that contribute to criminal behavior. The authors integrate case
studies and research findings to provide a thorough understanding of
psychological deviance.

9. The Social Construction of Deviance by Peter K. Manning
Manning explores how deviance is not an inherent quality of certain acts but
is constructed through social processes and power relations. The book
examines real-world examples such as drug laws, prostitution, and political
dissent. It highlights the role of media, law enforcement, and cultural norms
in shaping perceptions of deviant behavior.
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Through a series of 45 carefully selected readings (20 new to this edition), Deviant Behavior
explores the ramifications of deviance for both the individual and society, examining the responses
of society to deviant behavior and the reasons why certain people violate the social norm. Overall,
the text probes the establishment and maintenance of deviant categories; the motivations behind
deviant behavior; the formal and informal labelling of individuals and particular segments of society
as deviant; the effects of institutionalization; the efforts of those considered deviant to shake the
label; and the way deviant categories and structures can be altered.
  deviant behavior examples: Deviant Behavior John A. Humphrey, Frank Schmalleger,
Professor Frank A Schmalleger, 2019-12-11 This book covers the social forces that shape deviance,
the motivations and consequences of deviant behaviors, and how our definition of deviance changes
over time. It examines a wide range of deviant behaviors, from criminal acts to extreme forms of
everyday behavior, and helps students understand the impact of globalization on traditional and
emerging forms of deviance.
  deviant behavior examples: Deviant Behavior Charles H. McCaghy, Timothy A. Capron, J.D.
Jamieson, Sandra Harley H. Carey, 2016-01-08 Using the framework of interest group conflict, this
text combines a balanced, comprehensive overview of the field of deviance with first-hand expertise
in the workings of the criminal justice system. Deviant Behavior, Seventh Edition, surveys a wide
range of topics, from explanations regarding crime and criminal behavior, measurement of crime,
violent crime and organizational deviance, to sexual behavior, mental health, and substance abuse.
This new edition continues its tradition of applying time-tested, sociological theory to developing
social concepts and emerging issues.
  deviant behavior examples: Society Ian Robertson, 1989 This concise, elegantly written
paperback volume on the essential elements of sociology is perfect as the sole textbook for a brief
introductory course or as a core text to be supplemented with other readings.
  deviant behavior examples: Deviant Behavior Erich Goode, 2015-08-20 Deviant Behavior, 10/e
by Erich Goode provides a comprehensive study of the behavior, beliefs, conditions, and reactions to
deviance, giving students a better understanding of this phenomenon. Deviance is discussed from
the sociological perspectives of positivism and constructionism. Readers will grasp the reason
behind deviant behavior through the positivist perspective and why certain actions, beliefs, and
physical characteristics are condemned through the constructionist perspective.
  deviant behavior examples: Deviance and Social Control Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates,
Randy R. Gainey, 2020-07-23 Deviance and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective provides a
sociological examination of deviant behavior in society, with a significant focus on the major theories
of deviance and society’s reaction to deviance. Authors Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, and
Randy R. Gainey use sociological theories to illuminate issues related to deviant behavior, offering
clear overviews and perspectives in the field as well as introductions to classic and current research.
A unique text/reader format combines substantial original chapters that clearly explain and outline
the sociological perspectives on deviance with carefully selected articles from leading academic
sources. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known
as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable,
chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.
  deviant behavior examples: Encyclopedia of Social Problems Vincent N. Parrillo,
2008-05-22 From terrorism to social inequality and from health care to environmental issues, social
problems affect us all. The Encyclopedia will offer an interdisciplinary perspective into these and
many other social problems that are a continuing concern in our lives, whether we confront them on
a personal, local, regional, national, or global level.
  deviant behavior examples: Conceptualizing Deviance Candace Forbes Bright, 2016-08-05
Deviance is both socially defined and influenced. While it is widely accepted that deviance is a social
construction, this research revisits the conceptualization of deviance and advances the methods
used to study deviance and social construction. This book presents and compares three methods for
conceptualizing deviance within and across cultures. Comparing the United States to South Korea,



perceptions of deviance are presented as how individuals define deviance and what acts are cited as
deviant. Next, attribute data are used to assess differences in of conceptualizations of deviance by
demographic factors. Finally, social network analysis is used to understand the social influences at
work in how one perceives deviance. This book is unique in its reconceptualization of deviance and
the application of social network analysis as a new tool for studying social influence and perceptions.
  deviant behavior examples: Introduction to Sociology ,
  deviant behavior examples: The Handbook of Deviance Erich Goode, 2015-09-25 The
Handbook of Deviance is a definitive reference for professionals, researchers, and students that
provides a comprehensive and engaging introduction to the sociology of deviance. Composed of over
30 essays written by an international array of scholars and meticulously edited by one of the best
known authorities on the study of deviance Features chapters on cutting-edge topics, such as
terrorism and environmental degradation as forms of deviance Each chapter includes a critical
review of what is known about the topic, the current status of the topic, and insights about the
future of the topic Covers recent theoretical innovations in the field, including the distinction
between positivist and constructionist perspectives on deviance, and the incorporation of physical
appearance as a form of deviance
  deviant behavior examples: Analyzing Workplace Deviance in Modern Organizations Sharma,
Naman, 2019-09-27 Management leaders must constantly be prepared to correct the deviant
behaviors of their employees and redirect the negative energy for the betterment of all. Ignoring this
type of destructive behavior not only spoils the overall work environment for employees, but also
risks the loss of quality, talented personnel. Analyzing Workplace Deviance in Modern Organizations
is an essential reference source containing innovative research on best practices for adopting and
implementing employee deviance remedial strategies. While highlighting topics including conflict
resolution, cultural issues, and deviant behavior, this book is ideally designed for executives,
managers, directors, business professionals, industry practitioners, human resources managers,
policymakers, researchers, academicians, and students working in management, organizational
behavior, human resources, and employee relations fields.
  deviant behavior examples: Identifying Hyperactive Children Peter Conrad, 2006 This is a
new and expanded edition of a classic case-study in the medicalization of ADHD. In this revised
edition, Peter Conrad sets the original study in context, demonstrating the continuing relevance of
his research. He highlights the issues at stake, outlining recent changes in our understanding of
ADHD and reviewing recent sociological research.
  deviant behavior examples: Organizational Behavior Challenges in the Tourism Industry
Aydın, Şule, Dedeoglu, Bekir Bora, Çoban, Ömer, 2019-12-27 Improving positive and reducing
negative organizational behaviors in businesses are important in terms of organizational success as
this will lead to an increase in employee organizational commitment and job satisfaction.
Considering that the tourism industry has such a dynamic structure, it is obvious that behavioral
issues in the industry need to be scrutinized. Organizational Behavior Challenges in the Tourism
Industry is a collection of innovative research that aims to explore relevant theoretical frameworks
in terms of organizational behavior issues and provides the opportunity for tourism organizations to
understand their employees’ behavior. While highlighting topics including emotional labor, deviant
behavior, and organizational cynicism, this book is ideally designed for hotel managers, tour
directors, restaurateurs, travel agents, business managers, professionals, researchers,
academicians, and students.
  deviant behavior examples: Perspectives on Deviance and Social Control Michelle Inderbitzin,
Kristin A. Bates, Randy R. Gainey, 2018-11-21 Perspectives on Deviance and Social Control provides
a sociological examination of deviance and social control in society. Derived from the same author
team’s successful text/reader version, this concise and student-friendly resource uses sociological
theories to illuminate a variety of issues related to deviant behavior and societal reactions to
deviance. The authors briefly explain the development of major sociological theoretical perspectives
and use current research and examples to demonstrate how those theories are used to think about



and study the causes of deviant behavior and the reactions to it. Focusing on the application—rather
than just the understanding—of theory, the Second Edition offers a practical and fascinating
exploration of deviance in our society.
  deviant behavior examples: Routledge Handbook of Deviant Behavior Clifton D. Bryant,
2012-04-27 The Handbook of Deviant Behavior presents a comprehensive, integrative, and
accessible overview of the contemporary body of knowledge in the field of social deviance in the
twenty-first century. This book addresses the full range of scholarly concerns within this area –
including theoretical, methodological, and substantive issues – in over seventy original entries,
written by an international mix of recognized scholars. Each of these essays provides insight not only
into the historical and sociological evolution of the topic addressed, but also highlights associated
notable thinkers, research findings, and key published works for further reference. As a whole, this
Handbook undertakes an in depth evaluation of the contemporary state of knowledge within the area
of social deviance, and beyond this considers future directions and concerns that will engage
scholars in the decades ahead. The inclusion of comparative and cross-cultural examples and
discussions, relevant case studies and other pedagogical features make this book an invaluable
learning tool for undergraduate and post graduate students in disciplines such as criminology,
mental health studies, criminal theory, and contemporary sociology.
  deviant behavior examples: Research Companion to Ethical Behavior in Organizations Bradley
R Agle, David W Hart, Jeffery Thompson, Hilary M Hendricks, 2014-10-31 Compiling empirical work
from management and social science disciplines, the Research Companion to Ethical Behavior in
Organizations provides an entry point for academic researchers and compliance officers interested
in measuring the moral dimensions o
  deviant behavior examples: Encyclopedia of Social Deviance Craig J. Forsyth, Heith Copes,
2014-01-21 Social deviance does not involve just criminal behavior—it’s any behavior that violates a
cultural norm, and that can involve something as minor as consistently and deliberately wearing
lively mismatched socks. Moreover, whether a crime, a sin, or simply unique taste, what’s
considered deviant at one time and place can change, as when extensive tattooing and body art
evolved from a sideshow carnival spectacle to a nearly universal rite of passage within U.S. culture.
Drawing contributions from across the social and behavioral sciences, including sociology,
anthropology, criminology, politics, psychology, and religion, the Encyclopedia of Social Deviance
introduces students to this lively field of rule-making and rebellion that strikes at the core of what it
means to be an individual living in a social world. Key Features: More than 300 articles are
organized A-to-Z in two volumes available in both electronic and print formats. Articles, authored by
key figures in the field, conclude with cross-reference links and further readings. Although
organized A-to-Z, a thematic “Reader’s Guide” groups related articles by broad areas (e.g.,
Concepts; Theories; Research Methodologies; Individual Deviance; Organizational Deviance; etc.) as
one handy search feature on the e-Reference platform, which also includes a comprehensive index of
search terms.
  deviant behavior examples: Deviance and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective Michelle
Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, Randy R. Gainey, 2013 A target='b̲lank'
href='http://www.sagepub.com/inderbitzin/'img border='0' src='/IMAGES/companionwebsite.jpg'
alt='A companion website is available for this text' width='75' height='20'/a Deviance and Social
Control: A Sociological Perspective serves as a guide to students delving into the fascinating world
of deviance for the first time, offering clear overviews of issues and perspectives in the field as well
as introductions to classic and current academic literature. The unique text/reader format provides
the best ...
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