dietrich bonhoeffer life

dietrich bonhoeffer life represents a remarkable journey of faith, resistance, and theological
insight in the midst of one of history’s darkest periods. Born in Germany in 1906, Bonhoeffer
emerged as a leading Protestant theologian whose work and actions profoundly influenced Christian
thought and social ethics. His life was intricately connected to the turbulent political landscape of
Nazi Germany, where he became an active participant in the resistance against Adolf Hitler’s
regime. This article explores the key phases of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life, from his early years and
theological development to his courageous involvement in the anti-Nazi movement and his lasting
legacy. Understanding the dietrich bonhoeffer life reveals the depths of his commitment to justice,
faith, and moral courage. The following sections will provide a structured overview of his biography,
theological contributions, resistance activities, imprisonment, and enduring influence.

e Early Life and Education
e Theological Contributions
e Resistance Against the Nazi Regime

e Imprisonment and Martyrdom

e Legacy and Influence

Early Life and Education

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born on February 4, 1906, in Breslau, Germany (now Wroctaw, Poland), into
a distinguished and intellectual family. His upbringing was marked by a strong emphasis on
education, culture, and social responsibility. From a young age, Bonhoeffer demonstrated
exceptional academic talents and a deep interest in theology and philosophy.

Family Background and Childhood

Bonhoeffer’s family environment was intellectually rich; his father, Karl Bonhoeffer, was a noted
psychiatrist and neurologist. This background exposed Dietrich to rigorous academic discipline and
critical thinking, setting the foundation for his future theological pursuits.

Academic Pursuits and Theological Training

Bonhoeffer enrolled at the University of Tubingen and later at the University of Berlin, where he
studied theology. His academic journey was marked by an early fascination with the works of key



theologians such as Karl Barth and Reinhold Niebuhr. He earned his doctorate at the University of
Berlin with a dissertation on the concept of "religionless Christianity," which later became a
significant theme in his thought.

e Studied theology at University of Tubingen and University of Berlin
e Doctoral dissertation focused on "Sanctorum Communio," exploring Christian community

e Influenced by prominent theologians including Karl Barth

Theological Contributions

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theological work remains highly influential, particularly his insights on
Christian ethics, discipleship, and the role of the church in society. His writings reflect a deep
commitment to living out the teachings of Jesus in practical and sometimes radical ways.

Ethics and Discipleship

Central to Bonhoeffer’s theology was the concept of costly grace versus cheap grace, highlighting
the necessity of authentic commitment and sacrifice in following Christ. His book The Cost of
Discipleship remains a foundational text on Christian ethics, challenging believers to embody faith
through action.

Concept of the Church and Christian Community

Bonhoeffer emphasized the importance of the church as a community that bears witness to God'’s
presence in the world. His work Life Together explores the dynamics of Christian fellowship and
mutual support within the church, stressing the call to communal responsibility.

Religious Thought in the Context of Modernity

In his later writings, Bonhoeffer wrestled with the idea of "religionless Christianity," advocating for a
faith that transcends traditional religious forms and engages authentically with secular society. This
forward-looking theology anticipated many contemporary discussions on the role of faith in a
changing world.



Resistance Against the Nazi Regime

The dietrich bonhoeffer life is inseparable from his courageous opposition to the Nazi regime. As
Adolf Hitler rose to power, Bonhoeffer became an outspoken critic of the totalitarian government
and its persecution of Jews and other minorities.

Opposition to Nazism and Advocacy for the Persecuted

Bonhoeffer actively denounced Nazi ideologies, particularly its distortion of Christian teachings to
support racism and authoritarianism. He was involved in efforts to protect Jews from persecution,
including facilitating their escape from Germany.

Involvement in the Confessing Church

Bonhoeffer was a leading figure in the Confessing Church, a movement that resisted the Nazi
cooptation of German Protestant churches. The Confessing Church upheld the authority of Scripture
against state interference and condemned the regime’s policies.

Participation in the German Resistance

Beyond theological resistance, Bonhoeffer joined the broader German resistance network that
sought to overthrow Hitler. He engaged in secret meetings and plots, including complicity in plans
to assassinate the dictator.

¢ Publicly opposed Nazi racial policies and anti-Semitism
e Helped Jews escape through underground networks
e Member of the Confessing Church, resisting Nazi church control

 Involved in resistance plots against Hitler’s regime

Imprisonment and Martyrdom

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s resistance activities eventually led to his arrest by the Gestapo in April 1943.
Following a prolonged imprisonment, he was executed in April 1945, just weeks before the end of
World War II in Europe.



Arrest and Charges

Bonhoeffer was arrested for his involvement in the anti-Hitler conspiracy and his efforts to
undermine the Nazi government. The charges against him included conspiracy to commit treason, a
grave offense under the regime.

Life in Prison

During his imprisonment, Bonhoeffer remained a source of spiritual strength to fellow prisoners and
guards. He continued writing, including letters and reflections that have since become important
theological documents.

Execution and Legacy as a Martyr

Bonhoeffer was executed by hanging at Flossenburg concentration camp on April 9, 1945. His
martyrdom has been widely recognized as a profound testament to faith and moral courage in the
face of tyranny.

Legacy and Influence

The impact of dietrich bonhoeffer life extends far beyond his lifetime, influencing theology, ethics,
and social justice movements worldwide. His writings continue to inspire those who seek to
integrate faith with action in challenging circumstances.

Theological and Ethical Influence

Bonhoeffer’s theological insights remain central to contemporary Christian ethics, particularly his
emphasis on responsible discipleship and the church’s prophetic role. His critique of "cheap grace"
challenges believers to embrace costly commitment.

Recognition and Commemoration

Bonhoeffer is commemorated in various Christian traditions as a martyr and saint. Numerous
institutions, churches, and academic programs bear his name, honoring his legacy of resistance and
theological innovation.



Relevance to Modern Social Justice

His life and writings resonate with modern movements advocating for human rights, justice, and
opposition to oppressive regimes. Bonhoeffer’s example serves as a model for ethical leadership and
courageous action in the face of injustice.

e Enduring influence on Christian theology and ethics
e Commemorated as a martyr in Protestant and Catholic traditions

e Inspirational figure for social justice and human rights advocates

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Dietrich Bonhoeffer?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and anti-Nazi dissident known for
his strong opposition to Adolf Hitler and the Nazi regime.

What is Dietrich Bonhoeffer famous for?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer is famous for his theological writings, his role in the German resistance against
Nazism, and his involvement in a plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler.

When and where was Dietrich Bonhoeffer born?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born on February 4, 1906, in Breslau, Germany (now Wroctaw, Poland).

What were some key events in Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life?

Key events include his theological studies, his leadership in the Confessing Church opposing Nazi
interference, his involvement in the German resistance, arrest in 1943, and execution in 1945.

How did Dietrich Bonhoeffer contribute to Christian theology?

Bonhoeffer contributed through works like 'The Cost of Discipleship' and 'Ethics,' emphasizing costly
grace, Christian ethics, and responsible discipleship in the face of evil.

Why was Dietrich Bonhoeffer arrested?

He was arrested by the Gestapo in 1943 for his involvement in the resistance against Hitler,
including his participation in plots to overthrow the Nazi regime.



Where and when did Dietrich Bonhoeffer die?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed by hanging on April 9, 1945, at Flossenbiirg concentration camp
in Germany, just weeks before the end of World War II.

What is the legacy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer?

Bonhoeffer's legacy includes his courageous stand against tyranny, influential theological writings,
and his example of faith and moral resistance in times of injustice.

How did Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life influence modern Christian
thought?

His life and writings have inspired modern Christian thought on discipleship, ethics, and social
justice, encouraging believers to act boldly against oppression and injustice.

Additional Resources

1. Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy

This biography by Eric Metaxas offers a comprehensive look at the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
exploring his theological insights, resistance against the Nazi regime, and ultimate martyrdom. The
book delves into his personal struggles and unwavering faith, providing a vivid narrative of his
courage and convictions. It is both an inspiring account and an accessible introduction to
Bonhoeffer’s legacy.

2. The Cost of Discipleship

One of Bonhoeffer’s most influential works, this book discusses the concept of "cheap grace" versus
"costly grace." It challenges readers to live authentically as followers of Christ, emphasizing the
need for obedience, sacrifice, and discipleship. The text reflects Bonhoeffer’'s deep theological
reflections during the turbulent times leading to his execution.

3. Letters and Papers from Prison

This collection compiles Bonhoeffer’s correspondence and writings during his imprisonment by the
Nazis. It reveals his thoughts on theology, hope, suffering, and the Christian life under oppression.
The letters provide a poignant insight into his inner life and steadfast faith amid extreme adversity.

4. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Theology of Sociality

This scholarly work explores Bonhoeffer’s theological emphasis on community and social
responsibility. It examines how his ideas on sociality influenced his resistance and ethical thinking.
The book situates Bonhoeffer’s theology within the broader context of 20th-century Christian ethics.

5. Bonhoeffer’s Ethics

By analyzing Bonhoeffer’s moral theology, this book discusses his views on responsibility, truth, and
action in a world of injustice. It highlights his efforts to confront evil through ethical reflection
grounded in Christian faith. The text is essential for understanding Bonhoeffer’s approach to ethical
dilemmas during Nazi Germany.

6. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Witness to Jesus Christ
This biography focuses on Bonhoeffer’s life as a witness to Christ amid the rise of Nazism. It traces



his development from theologian to active resister, emphasizing his commitment to nonviolence and
Christian discipleship. The narrative showcases his spiritual depth and heroic resistance.

7. Bonhoeffer’s Legacy: The Christian Life in the World

This book examines how Bonhoeffer’s life and thought continue to influence contemporary Christian
ethics and social engagement. It discusses his vision of living faithfully in a secular world marked by
injustice and moral challenges. The text connects Bonhoeffer’s historical context with ongoing global
issues.

8. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Man of Vision, Man of Courage

This biography presents Bonhoeffer’s life story with attention to his visionary faith and remarkable
courage. It highlights his role in the Confessing Church and his involvement in plots to overthrow
Hitler. The book offers a detailed portrait of Bonhoeffer’s character and enduring impact.

9. Bonhoeffer and the Nazi State

This historical analysis explores Bonhoeffer’s opposition to the Third Reich and the political risks he
took as a Christian dissident. It investigates the intersection of his theology with his active
participation in the resistance movement. The book provides a critical understanding of Bonhoeffer’s
political and spiritual resistance.
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dietrich bonhoeffer life: Life Together Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1978-10-25 After his martyrdom
at the hands of the Gestapo in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his witness in the hearts of
Christians around the world. His Letters and Papers from Prison became a prized testimony to
Christian faith and courage, read by thousands. Now in Life Together we have Pastor Bonhoeffer's
experience of Christian community. This story of a unique fellowship in an underground seminary
during the Nazi years reads like one of Paul's letters. It gives practical advice on how life together in
Christ can be sustained in families and groups. The role of personal prayer, worship in common,
everyday work, and Christian service is treated in simple, almost biblical, words. Life Together is
bread for all who are hungry for the real life of Christian fellowship.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Life Together Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2015-11-01 Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
one of the most influential Christian martyrs in history, bequeathed to humanity a legacy of
theological creativity and spirituality that continues to intrigue people from a variety of
backgrounds. Life Together gathers Bonhoeffer’s 1938 reflections on the character of Christian
community, based on the common life that he and his seminarians experienced at the Finkenwalde
Seminary and in the “Brother’s House” there. The stimulus for the writing of Life Together was the
closing of the preacher's seminary at Finkenwalde by the Nazis. While Bonhoeffer wrote with his
own seminary community in mind, he intended Life Together to have a more universal impact, and
spoke of a mission and responsibility of the church as a whole. Using the acclaimed DBWE
translation, adapted to a more accessible format, this new edition features supplemental material
from Victoria J. Barnett and an insightful introduction by Geffrey B. Kelly to clarify the theological
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meaning and social importance of Bonhoeffer’s work.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: The Life and Death of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Mary Bosanquet, 1969
It's been said that Dietrich Bonhoeffer is the most quoted theologian in the modern world. Certainly
since his death Bonhoeffer's writings have had a wide and stimulating influence, and the questions
with which he wrestled during his last days in prison have proved to be among the most profound
and disturbing of our time. But the intensely lived and highly individual life out of which his words
were born, little more than the basic facts are known. Here is the first full life of Bonhoeffer, which
throws light not only upon the man, but also upon the catastrophic political and religious events that
made his life both a tragedy and a triumph.--Amazon.com.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Strange Glory Charles Marsh, 2015-04-28 Winner, Christianity
Today 2015 Book Award in History/Biography Shortlisted for the PEN/Jacqueline Bograd Weld
Award for Biography In the decades since his execution by the Nazis in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
the German pastor, theologian, and anti-Hitler conspirator, has become one of the most widely read
and inspiring Christian thinkers of our time. With unprecedented archival access and definitive
scope, Charles Marsh captures the life of this remarkable man who searched for the goodness in his
religion against the backdrop of a steadily darkening Europe. From his brilliant student days in
Berlin to his transformative sojourn in America, across Harlem to the Jim Crow South, and finally
once again to Germany where he was called to a ministry for the downtrodden, we follow Bonhoeffer
on his search for true fellowship and observe the development of his teachings on the shared life in
Christ. We witness his growing convictions and theological beliefs, culminating in his vocal
denunciation of Germany’s treatment of the Jews that would put him on a crash course with Hitler.
Bringing to life for the first time this complex human being—his substantial flaws, inner torment, the
friendships and the faith that sustained and finally redeemed him—Strange Glory is a momentous
achievement.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Traugott Jahnichen, Pascal Bataringaya, Olivier
Munyansanga, Clemens Wustmans, 2019 This volume is the documentation of a workshop at the
Dietrich Bonhoeffer Centre for Public Theology in Kigali, that took place in February 2018 and
discussed what can be gained from Bonhoeffer's theology for contextual theologies in Africa as well
as in Europe. The core feature of the workshop in February 2018 was a competition in which
students from Butare/Huye presented the findings of their examination of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life
and work. The prize-winning contributions are documented in this volume. Papers from the
European perspective were contributed by doctoral candidates and students of the Ruhr University
Bochum, and the chairing and commentary of the event was shared amongst Dr Clemens Wustmans
(Berlin), Dr Christine Schliesser (Bern), the President of the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda, Dr
Pascal Bataringaya (Kigali), the Dean of the Theological Faculty of the Protestant Institut of Arts and
Social Sciences, Olivier Munyansanga, Ph.D. (Huye/Rwanda), and Prof. Dr Traugott Jahnichen
(Bochum).

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Life Together Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2024-07-31 Life Together,
originally written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer as a reflection and rule of life during his time as leader of
the illegal seminary of the Confessing Church in Finkenwalde (Eastern Prussia) in the 1930s, is one
of the classic texts of twentieth-century spirituality. Since its first publication in German in 1939, it
has influenced Christian individuals and communities in their thinking of what it means to live a life
before God. First published by SCM Press in 1954, it is now reissued with a Foreword by Bishop Guli
Francis-Dehgani.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Life Together Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Victoria J. Barnett, Daniel W.
Bloesch, 2015 Using the acclaimed Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works English translation and adapted to a
more accessible format, these new editions of Discipleship, Ethics, Letters and Papers from Prison,
and Life Together feature the latest translations of Bonhoeffer's works, supplemental material from
Victoria J. Barnett, and insightful introductions by Geffrey B. Kelly, Clifford J. Green, and John W. de
Gruchy. This four volume set of Bonhoeffer's classic works allows all readers to appreciate the
cogency and relevance of his vision. -- publisher.



dietrich bonhoeffer life: The Doubled Life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Diane Reynolds,
2017-02-23 Few twentieth-century theologians have had a bigger impact than Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a
man who lived his faith and died at the hands of the Nazis. For Bonhoeffer, the theological was the
personal: life and faith were deeply intertwined - and to thisday the world is inspired by that witness.
Yet the true story of the women in this remarkable man's life has until now been obscured by a
conventional narrative that has distorted their role. Using primary sources written by the women in
his life, and even including the first ever photo of alleged 'first fiancee' Elisabeth Zinn, this book
'sees' these women fully for the first time. A highly readable but scholarly work of narrative
nonfiction, The Doubled Life places Bonhoeffer's theology of love and sexuality within the context of
his struggles with women, friendship, and the evils of Nazi Germany.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Life Together Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1996

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Letters and Papers from Prison Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Isabel Best, John
W. de Gruchy, Lisa E. Dahill, 2010-06-01 Despite Dietrich Bonhoefferés earlier theological
achievements and writings, it was his correspondence and notes from prison that electrified the
postwar world six years after his death in 1945. The materials gathered and selected by his friend
Eberhard Bethge in Letters and Papers from Prison not only brought Bonhoeffer to a wide and
appreciative readership, especially in North America, they also introduced to a broad readership his
novel and exciting ideas of religionless Christianity, his open and honest theological appraisal of
Christian doctrines, and his sturdy, if sorely tried, faith in face of uncertainty and doubt.This
splendid volume, in many ways the capstone of the Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, is the first
unabridged collection of Bonhoefferés 1943¢1945 prison letters and theological writings. Here are
over 200 documents that include extensive correspondence with his family and Eberhard Bethge
(much of it in English for the first time), as well as his theological notes, and his prison poems. The
volume offers an illuminating introduction by editor John de Gruchy and an historical Afterword by
the editors of the original German volume: Christian Gremmels, Eberhard Bethge, and Renate
Bethge.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Renate Bethge, Christian Gremmels, Pastor,
theologian, resister, Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-45) has been an influential theologian and inspiration
for more than 60 years. This unique pictorial account of Bonhoeffer's life, family, and friends, and of
the Germany in which he lived and died, is now available in a new edition with added photographs
and a new design. With more than 200 photos - including many portraits of Bonhoeffer's ancestors,
family gatherings, press photos of contemporary events, maps, postcards, and newspaper accounts,
posters, book jackets - this book gives the reader a real sense of Bonhoeffer's family context and the
decisive times in which he lived and strove. The twelve chapters in this volume recapture distinct
periods in Bonhoeffer's life, setting events in his family against the tumultuous events in church,
state, and the international scene. The brief accompanying texts provide essential information, but
on the whole the pictures are allowed to speak for themselves. For those who know Bonhoeffer
through his writings or even films about him, this centenary edition will introduce Bonhoeffer the
man and the circle of family and friends who together with him faced fateful choices.--BOOK
JACKET.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: The Challenge of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Life and Theology Eberhard
Bethge, 1961

dietrich bonhoeffer life: The Wisdom and Witness of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
Wayne W. Floyd, 2000 The witness and ideas of theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer continue to gain
attention and interest fifty years after his execution by the Nazis for his involvement in a plot to
assassinate Adolf Hitler. Forged in the crucible of his struggle against Nazism, Bonhoeffer's striking
notions of religionless Christianity, costly grace, and direct religious engagement with political
forces - along with his own martyrdom - still speak directly to the situation of Christians and
Christianity now. Crystallized in fifty passages, Bonhoeffer's key insights are here powerfully
presented, along with meditations by Bonhoeffer scholar and churchman Wayne Whitson Floyd that
address their meaning and significance for today.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by



Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Meditating on the Word Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1986-01-25 “Daily,
quiet reflection on the Word of God as it applies to me becomes for me a point of crystallization for
everything that gives interior and exterior order to my life,” wrote Dietrich Bonhoeffer to his
colleagues at the warfront in the winter of 1942. Now back in print after a decade, this collection of
Bonhoeffer's writings, sermons, and letters on meditation-including his unfinished meditation on
Psalm 119-reveals his deep love for the Bible as a focus for his prayer life and a support in his
courageous political life. “Why do I meditate?” asks Bonhoeffer. “Because I am a Christian.
Therefore, every day in which I do not penetrate more deeply into the knowledge of God's Word in
Holy Scripture is a lost day for me.”

dietrich bonhoeffer life: A Testament to Freedom Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1990 Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was just thirty-nine years old when he was executed by the Nazis in 1945, yet his
influence on Christian theology and life has been enormous. A testament to freedom takes readers
along a biographical-historical journey that follows Bonhoeffer through the various stages of his life
and career, including his final years in the underground resistance against the Nazi government and
his subsequent martyrdom. This book features previously untranslated writings, sermons, and
selections from his letters spanning his entire pastoral-theological career, including his prison
letters

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Bonhoeffer John W. Matthews, 2011 Dietrich Bonhoeffer s life
spanned four decades of the early twentieth century and was shaped within the crucible of two
European wars and an economic depression. Born in 1906 and raised in an upper middle class
German family, he was educated to be a pastor, further trained as a theologian, involved in a plot to
assassinate Adolf Hitler, and was finally hanged by the Nazis only days before the end of World War
I1. His life story is more than one more tragic episode in the history and horrors of the Holocaust.
Bonhoeffer s life cannot be simply summarized as only one of trauma and tragedy. His was also a life
filled with great blessing, even when requiring great courage and incredible sacrifice. His
relationships were life-giving and his experiences were rich. The authenticity of Bonhoeffer s
Christian faith and the integrity of his theology continues to inspire people. During that time when
most people understandably struggled to protect their own lives, as well as the lives of those they
loved, he often ventured by faith into uncertain territory, risking his reputation and life to advocate
for others. Rarely does one encounter an individual whose inner convictions and outward actions so
consistently and courageously match-up.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Dietrich Bonhoeffer; Modern Spirituality Series Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
1992-08

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Life Together and Prayerbook of the Bible Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
2004-12-08 On the nature of Christian community and a theological interpretation of the Psalms.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Berlin: 1932 - 1933: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, Volume 12 Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, 2009 Then came the crisis of 1933. This is Bonhoeffer's own phrase in a letter that
documents a turning point in his own life as well as that of the nation. Of Bonhoeffer's own life at
this time, his biographer writes, The period of learning and roaming from 1928 until 1931 had come
to an end as the young lecturer, age 26, began to teach on a faculty whose theology he did not share
and to preach in a church whose self-confidence he regarded as unfounded. Bonhoeffer was
becoming part of a society that was moving toward political, social, and economic chaos. Events
moved quickly at the onset of 1933 in Berlin. In only one hundred days the path was cleared by the
German Parliament and the Nazi Party for the establishment of the fascist dictatorship. These one
hundred days, as well as the preceding and succeeding months, are reflected in the materials in this
volume: in letters, in sermons, in Bonhoeffer's university teaching, in manifestos and a church
confession, and in his proactive engagement in the developing church struggle. The vast majority of
these are translated here for the first time.

dietrich bonhoeffer life: Bonhoeffer Bible Study Guide Eric Metaxas, 2014-02-11 In this
four-session video-based small group Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately), New York




Times best-selling author Eric Metaxas will help you discover the major themes of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s writing and speaking and how he not only helped transform an entire faith community
in Germany during World War II, but how his beliefs continue to impact the Christian faith of people
throughout the world today. Filmed on location in Germany, Metaxas will take you on a religious
journey of Bonhoeffer’s faith and why it has captured so many people’s imaginations and how it has
inspired the Christian faith of so many today. Pulling themes from all of his major books, Metaxas
helps us understand why these spiritual truths meant so much to Bonhoeffer and how they can be an
inspiration and challenge to our faith. This study guide will lead you and your group deeper with
session-by-session discussion topics, personal reflection, and between-session studies to enhance the
group experience. Sessions include: What is the Church? Living in Christian Community Religionless
Christianity Come and Die Designed for use with the Bonhoeffer Video Guide (sold separately).
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