
doubt in storytelling parable
doubt in storytelling parable plays a crucial role in shaping narratives that resonate
deeply with audiences. This concept taps into the natural human experience of uncertainty,
skepticism, and questioning, which are often central themes in parables and moral stories.
Incorporating doubt within storytelling parable structures enriches the narrative by adding
complexity, driving character development, and enhancing the moral or lesson imparted.
This article explores the significance of doubt in storytelling parables, its impact on
audience engagement, and techniques for effectively weaving doubt into these narratives.
Additionally, it examines classic examples where doubt serves as a pivotal element and
discusses practical applications for writers and educators. Understanding how doubt
functions in storytelling parable contexts allows for more compelling and thought-provoking
stories that foster reflection and insight.

The Role of Doubt in Storytelling Parable

How Doubt Enhances Moral Lessons in Parables

Techniques for Incorporating Doubt in Storytelling

Classic Examples of Doubt in Storytelling Parables

Practical Applications of Doubt in Modern Storytelling

The Role of Doubt in Storytelling Parable
Doubt in storytelling parable serves as a narrative device that introduces uncertainty and
internal conflict. It challenges characters’ beliefs, decisions, or assumptions, which helps to
create tension and engagement within the story. This element of skepticism reflects real
human experiences, making parables more relatable and impactful. Doubt encourages
critical thinking, prompting audiences to question the presented moral or lesson rather than
passively accepting it.

Psychological Impact of Doubt
Doubt triggers cognitive engagement by prompting individuals to evaluate information
carefully. In storytelling parable, this psychological effect helps the audience immerse
themselves emotionally and intellectually. When characters face doubt, audiences often
empathize with their struggles, which deepens the connection to the narrative and its
underlying message.



Doubt as a Catalyst for Change
In many parables, doubt acts as a turning point that propels characters toward growth or
revelation. This skepticism can dismantle false beliefs or encourage new perspectives,
making the moral lesson more profound and meaningful. Without doubt, the transformation
within the story might lack authenticity or emotional resonance.

How Doubt Enhances Moral Lessons in Parables
The presence of doubt in storytelling parable strengthens the delivery of moral lessons by
introducing nuance and complexity. Instead of presenting lessons in a straightforward or
dogmatic manner, doubt encourages audiences to grapple with ambiguity and uncertainty,
which mirrors real-life ethical dilemmas.

Promoting Critical Reflection
When doubt is embedded in parables, it invites listeners or readers to reflect critically on
the message. This reflection fosters deeper understanding and personal interpretation,
allowing the moral lessons to resonate uniquely with each individual. Doubt transforms the
parable from a simple fable into a thought-provoking experience.

Balancing Certainty and Ambiguity
Effective storytelling parables balance certainty with doubt to avoid oversimplification.
Presenting moral lessons alongside doubt prevents the narrative from becoming preachy,
instead encouraging open-ended inquiry. This balance maintains the audience’s
engagement and promotes ongoing contemplation after the story concludes.

Techniques for Incorporating Doubt in
Storytelling
Writers and storytellers can use several techniques to weave doubt effectively into
storytelling parable frameworks. These methods ensure that doubt enhances rather than
detracts from the narrative’s clarity and impact.

Unreliable Narrators
Using an unreliable narrator introduces doubt by casting uncertainty on the version of
events presented. This approach challenges the audience to question the truth and
consider multiple interpretations, enriching the parable’s depth.



Ambiguous Endings
Leaving stories open-ended allows doubt to linger in the minds of the audience. Ambiguous
conclusions invite readers or listeners to form their own judgments, making the moral
lesson more personalized and engaging.

Conflicting Perspectives
Presenting different viewpoints within a parable creates doubt about which perspective is
correct or most ethical. This technique encourages audiences to evaluate the merits and
flaws of each stance, promoting critical thinking.

Internal Character Conflict
Depicting characters grappling with doubt internally showcases the natural process of
questioning and decision-making. This method humanizes characters and emphasizes the
complexity of moral choices.

List of Techniques to Incorporate Doubt

Employ unreliable narrators to question narrative truth

Use ambiguous or open-ended conclusions

Present conflicting viewpoints or moral dilemmas

Develop internal character struggles with belief

Introduce plot twists that challenge initial assumptions

Classic Examples of Doubt in Storytelling
Parables
Many traditional and well-known parables utilize doubt as a foundational element to
communicate their messages effectively. These examples demonstrate how doubt enriches
storytelling and moral instruction.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son
This biblical parable includes doubt through the elder son’s skepticism and resentment
about the father’s forgiveness of the younger son. The doubt highlights themes of mercy,



repentance, and unconditional love, encouraging audiences to reconsider judgments about
fairness and forgiveness.

The Blind Men and the Elephant
In this parable, each blind man doubts the others’ descriptions of the elephant because
their perspectives are limited. This doubt serves to illustrate the limitations of individual
perception and the value of considering multiple viewpoints to approach truth.

The Parable of the Talents
Doubt arises when the servant questions the master’s expectations and the proper use of
the talents. This hesitation underscores the themes of responsibility, risk, and faithfulness,
making the moral lessons more relatable and thought-provoking.

Practical Applications of Doubt in Modern
Storytelling
In contemporary storytelling, doubt remains a powerful tool for writers, educators, and
communicators to engage audiences and convey complex ideas. It fosters dynamic
narratives that encourage active participation and moral inquiry.

Enhancing Educational Storytelling
In educational contexts, incorporating doubt in storytelling parable helps students develop
critical thinking skills. By confronting uncertainty and exploring multiple interpretations,
learners gain a deeper understanding of ethical concepts and decision-making processes.

Building Emotional Engagement
Doubt creates emotional tension that keeps audiences invested in the storyline. Characters
wrestling with uncertainty become more relatable, and their journeys foster empathy and
reflection, which are essential for impactful storytelling.

Encouraging Dialogue and Discussion
Stories that include doubt often stimulate conversation and debate among audiences. This
engagement enhances comprehension and allows for diverse perspectives to emerge,
enriching the collective understanding of the parable’s moral.



Guidelines for Using Doubt in Modern Narratives

Ensure doubt serves a clear narrative or thematic purpose

Balance doubt with resolution to avoid confusion

Use doubt to deepen character development

Incorporate doubt to reflect realistic moral complexity

Facilitate audience reflection and discussion through ambiguous elements

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of doubt in storytelling parables?
Doubt in storytelling parables serves to engage the audience by introducing uncertainty or
moral ambiguity, prompting deeper reflection on the underlying message.

How does doubt enhance the moral lessons in parables?
Doubt encourages listeners to question their assumptions and think critically about the
parable's message, leading to a more personal and impactful understanding of the moral
lesson.

Can doubt in a parable lead to multiple interpretations?
Yes, doubt often creates space for various interpretations, allowing different audiences to
derive unique meanings based on their perspectives and experiences.

Why do some parables intentionally incorporate doubt?
Some parables incorporate doubt to challenge the audience's beliefs, stimulate intellectual
curiosity, and highlight the complexity of moral or spiritual truths.

How can a storyteller effectively use doubt without
confusing the audience?
A storyteller can use doubt effectively by clearly framing the parable’s context, providing
enough narrative clues, and guiding the audience toward reflection without leaving them
entirely uncertain.



What are common themes in parables that involve
doubt?
Common themes include faith versus skepticism, the nature of truth, ethical dilemmas, and
the tension between appearance and reality.

Does doubt in parables weaken or strengthen the
story's impact?
Doubt can strengthen a parable’s impact by making it more thought-provoking and
relatable, encouraging audiences to actively engage with the story’s teachings.

How is doubt portrayed in religious parables?
In religious parables, doubt is often portrayed as a natural part of the spiritual journey,
highlighting the importance of faith, trust, and the search for understanding.

Are there famous parables that center around the
concept of doubt?
Yes, for example, the Parable of the Prodigal Son and the Parable of the Good Samaritan
include elements of doubt regarding forgiveness, acceptance, and societal norms.

What techniques do storytellers use to introduce doubt
in parables?
Storytellers use ambiguous endings, contradictory characters, open-ended questions, and
paradoxes to introduce doubt and encourage deeper contemplation in parables.

Additional Resources
1. The Paradox of Doubt: Unraveling Truth in Storytelling Parables
This book explores how doubt functions as a critical tool in parables, encouraging readers
to question surface meanings and seek deeper truths. It analyzes classic and contemporary
storytelling to reveal how uncertainty invites reflection and moral growth. Through detailed
examples, the author demonstrates how doubt can enrich narrative experiences and
challenge assumptions.

2. Whispers of Uncertainty: Doubt as a Narrative Device in Parables
Focusing on the subtle role of doubt, this work examines how parables use ambiguity and
skepticism to engage audiences. It discusses various storytelling traditions where doubt
serves to complicate moral lessons, making them more relatable and profound. The book
also offers techniques for writers to incorporate doubt effectively into their parables.

3. Seeds of Suspicion: Doubt and Belief in Moral Parables
This volume delves into the tension between belief and doubt within parables, highlighting
how this dynamic drives the narrative forward. It showcases stories where characters



wrestle with uncertainty, leading to transformative insights. The author argues that doubt is
not opposition to faith but a pathway to deeper understanding.

4. Echoes of Hesitation: The Role of Doubt in Storytelling Parables
Examining the emotional and psychological impact of doubt, this book reveals how
hesitation in parables shapes audience interpretation. It presents a range of parables from
different cultures, emphasizing how moments of doubt create suspense and invite critical
thinking. The text also explores the balance between clarity and ambiguity in moral
storytelling.

5. The Doubting Mind: Parables that Challenge Certainty
This study investigates parables designed explicitly to provoke doubt and question
established truths. Through literary analysis, it uncovers how these stories disrupt
conventional wisdom and encourage open-mindedness. The book highlights the
pedagogical value of doubt in fostering intellectual humility.

6. Between Faith and Question: Exploring Doubt in Parabolic Narratives
This book explores the space between unquestioning faith and critical doubt in parables,
suggesting that meaningful storytelling thrives in this tension. It presents case studies of
parables where doubt leads to personal and communal growth. The author emphasizes the
importance of embracing doubt as part of the human experience.

7. The Uncertain Path: Navigating Doubt in Storytelling Parables
Focusing on the journey motif, this work illustrates how characters’ doubts drive narrative
progression in parables. It discusses the symbolic significance of uncertainty as a catalyst
for change and enlightenment. The book provides a framework for understanding doubt as
an essential element of storytelling.

8. Shadows of Doubt: Ambiguity and Meaning in Parables
This book analyzes the deliberate use of ambiguity and doubt to create layered meanings
within parables. It argues that shadows of doubt invite multiple interpretations, enriching
the moral and philosophical depth of stories. The author offers insights into how storytellers
craft ambiguity to engage diverse audiences.

9. Faith Tested: The Transformative Power of Doubt in Parables
Exploring the transformative nature of doubt, this book shows how parables use
questioning to deepen faith rather than undermine it. It highlights narratives where doubt
leads to renewed belief and personal growth. The text underscores the idea that doubt is an
integral part of the spiritual and moral journey depicted in parables.
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  doubt in storytelling parable: Stories with Intent Klyne R. Snodgrass, 2018-02-16 Winner of
the 2009 Christianity Today Award for Biblical Studies, Stories with Intent offers pastors and
students a comprehensive and accessible guide to Jesus' parables. Klyne Snodgrass explores in vivid
detail the historical context in which these stories were told, the part they played in Jesus' overall
message, and the ways in which they have been interpreted in the church and the academy.
Snodgrass begins by surveying the primary issues in parables interpretation and providing an
overview of other parables—often neglected in the discussion—from the Old Testament, Jewish
writings, and the Greco-Roman world. He then groups the more important parables of Jesus
thematically and offers a comprehensive treatment of each, exploring both background and
significance for today. This tenth anniversary edition includes a substantial new chapter that surveys
developments in the interpretation of parables since the book's original 2008 publication.
  doubt in storytelling parable: How Not to Study Judaism: Parables, rabbinic narratives,
rabbis' biographies, rabbis' disputes Jacob Neusner, 2004 In How Not to Study Judaism : Examples
and Counter-Examples, Jacob Neusner presents a collection of essays and book reviews that identify
the wrong way of conducting the academic study of Judaism. Pointing readers toward the right way
to pursue the academic study of Judaism, Nuesner's focus is on the study of the literature of Judaism
and the culture of the Jewish community.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Parables of Kierkegaard Søren Kierkegaard, 2021-08-10 The
description for this book, Parables of Kierkegaard, will be forthcoming.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Studying the Parables of Jesus Peter Rhea Jones, 1999 Peter
Rhea Jones has spent the majority of his career studying and teaching the parables. Studying the
Parables of Jesus is a primer on the historical and -literary approaches to biblical study. It informs
and inspires in dialogue with contemporary methods and contemporary meanings. It provides an
introduction to the methods of interpretation of the parables as well as an opening chapter on the
recent history of interpretation. The chapters of exegesis approach a select group of parables for a
more intensive analysis. While reserving much of the technical details for the endnotes, the text
includes -discussion of critical issues and alternative opinions. Questions and exercises are
appended at the close of each chapter for personal use or classroom -discussion.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Days of the Living Christ W. Cleon Skousen, 2018-12-21 No
other life has had such an amazing impact upon the human race as did our Savior, Jesus Christ.
From His birth in a humble stable until His death upon the cross of Golgotha, He left all of us simple
teachings, direct commandments and profound doctrines which have altered the history of the
world. He performed astounding miracles that left His disciples and other onlookers stunned and
speechless. He condemned the hypocrisy of the religious leaders of the day, who would eventually
conspire and arrange His death at the hands of the Romans. The culminating act of His ministry was
the priceless gift of His eternal Atonement, which opened the floodgates of the resurrection, ending
the final and icy grip of death upon all mankind. One day we too will participate in the glorious
experience of the resurrection, when all tears will be dried and fears will cease. In a matter of just
three years, His brief ministry changed the course of history. Gone was the harsh and rigid Mosaic
law, replaced by the higher law of love for friends and enemies alike. His life is an example to all. All
of these magnificent scriptural accounts and doctrines can be found within the pages of Days of the
Living Christ.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Decoding the Divine Language Barrett Williams, ChatGPT,
2024-10-27 Unlock the secrets of sacred texts with Decoding the Divine Language, an essential
guide for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of the Bible's intricate language and
profound messages. This eBook is a captivating journey through the rich tapestry of symbols,
prophecies, and parables that are woven throughout the Old and New Testaments. Begin with an
exploration of divine communication and historical perspectives on biblical texts to set the
foundation for unraveling the complex scripts. Venture into the world of symbolism, where
metaphors and allegories reveal hidden truths and powerful lessons. Discover how prophetic
writings provide insights into messianic prophecies and their fulfillment, while apocalyptic language



paints images of cosmic events and divine plans. Delve into the poetic and prose writings of the
Bible, from the heartfelt laments of the Psalms to the profound wisdom of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.
Learn how language acts as a bridge between the divine and humanity, and unlock the
transformative power of the Word. Engage with the original biblical languages, exploring the
nuances of Hebrew in the Old Testament and Greek in the New Testament, to gain a deeper
appreciation for the text's original meanings. Journey through the use of parables and the
multifaceted names of God, each rich with significance and insight. Understand the concept of
covenants and how they express promises and fulfillment across the scriptures. Examine the
interconnectedness of biblical texts through intertextuality, revealing a tapestry of themes and
revelations. Contemplate the impact of translation on the understanding of these sacred texts, and
consider the ongoing debates and challenges faced by modern translators. With chapters on
hermeneutics, exegesis, and the role of language in theology, this eBook offers a comprehensive
exploration of biblical interpretation. Finally, look to the future of divine language studies, where
emerging trends and technology offer new ways to engage with the scriptures. Decoding the Divine
Language is your passport to a deeper, more insightful relationship with the Bible and its enduring
wisdom.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Right Parables, Wrong Perspectives Sam Tsang, 2015-09-15
Jesus' parables in Luke weren't only addressing his audience. Rather, Luke used them to address his
audience. In so doing, the worlds of both Jesus and Luke had many ways to understand these
parables. This book explores some of those ways based on the way Jesus and Luke told these stories,
as well as the first century backgrounds. The ultimate goal is to help both people who lead Bible
studies and preach in the church to grasp firmly Luke's message for us today.
  doubt in storytelling parable: The Bible in the American Short Story Lesleigh Cushing
Stahlberg, Peter S. Hawkins, 2017-11-02 The Bible in the American Short Story examines Biblical
influences in the post-World War II American short story. In a series of accessible chapters, Lesleigh
Cushing Stahlberg and Peter S. Hawkins offer close-readings of short stories by leading
contemporary writers such as Flannery O'Connor, Allegra Goodman, Tobias Wolff and Kirstin Valdez
Quade that highlight the biblical passages that they reference. Exploring episodes from the Hebrew
Bible and the New Testament and both Jewish and Christian heritages, this book is an important
contribution to understanding the influence of the Bible in contemporary literature.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Proclaiming the Parables Thomas G. Long, 2024-03-12 In
Proclaiming the Parables, noted preacher and scholar Thomas G. Long moves away from past
treatment of the parables primarily as literary devices and moves toward an emphasis on their
theological impact as pointers to the kingdom of God. While the parables are indeed significant
poetic literary creations that have enchanted readers over the centuries, their main power, he
claims, lies in their disclosure of the kingdom of God, which is not merely an idea, nor even just a
complex symbol with generative and centrifugal force, but an event: the inbreaking of the life of God
into human history and experience. Long sees parables not merely as creative figures of speech but
as GPS devices taking hearers to those places where the event of God is happening all around us.
This book provides two chapters for each synoptic Gospel. The first focuses on the Gospel as a whole
and the parables’ place in it, and the second provides preachers and teachers with detailed
exegetical and homiletical commentary for each major parable in that Gospel. Two introductory
chapters additionally situate this book in the history and theology of the parables’ interpretation and
address questions that preachers have about preaching the parables. Preachers who consult this
volume will be informed about each major parable, guided through the controversies regarding
interpretation, and stimulated to preach on the parable in fresh, faithful, and creative ways.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Law and Literature Ian Ward, 1995-05-26 The emergence of an
interdisciplinary study of law and literature is one of the most exciting theoretical developments
taking place in North America and Britain. In Law and Literature: Possibilities and Perspectives Ian
Ward explores the educative ambitions of the law and literature movement, and its already
established critical, ethical and political potential. He reveals the law in literature, and the literature



of law, in key areas of literature, from Shakespeare to Beatrix Potter to Umberto Eco, and from
feminist literature to children's literature to the modern novel, drawing out the interaction between
rape law and The Handmaid's Tale, and the psychology of English property law and The Tale of
Peter Rabbit. This original book defines the developing state of law and literature studies, and
demonstrates how the theory of law and literature can illuminate the literary text.
  doubt in storytelling parable: A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume V John
P. Meier, 2016-01-05 Since the late nineteenth century, New Testament scholars have operated on
the belief that most, if not all, of the narrative parables in the Synoptic Gospels can be attributed to
the historical Jesus. This book challenges that consensus and argues instead that only four
parables—those of the Mustard Seed, the Evil Tenants, the Talents, and the Great Supper—can be
attributed to the historical Jesus with fair certitude. In this eagerly anticipated fifth volume of A
Marginal Jew, John Meier approaches this controversial subject with the same rigor and insight that
garnered his earlier volumes praise from such publications as the New York Times and Christianity
Today. This seminal volume pushes forward his masterful body of work in his ongoing quest for the
historical Jesus.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Doing Theology for the Church Rebekah Eklund, John E.
Phelan, 2014-11-01 Doing Theology for the Church honors the life of Klyne R. Snodgrass and his four
decades of service as professor of New Testament at North Park Theological Seminary as well as to
the wider church and academy. Snodgrass's work is multifaceted and encompasses the study of the
gospels and the parables, Paul, inner-biblical interpretation, women and ministry, and identity. In
conversation with Snodgrass's wide range of interests, the book is organized around these themes.
In addition to honoring a significant person, the purpose of a festschrift is to interact with that
individual's work, to examine its implications, and to take up the honoree's interests in new and
creative ways. This volume accomplishes all of this, with the contributors thoughtfully engaging the
significant themes that have constituted the life and work of their colleague, mentor, teacher, and
friend.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Parables Josh Scott, 2025-02-04 Read the stories of Jesus in a
new light. When Jesus taught in parables, he was doing more than telling simple morality tales. His
stories were grounded in the world in which he lived and his vision of the Kingdom of God. This book
explores six parables that give us a window into Jesus’s message and movement, and, once they are
heard in their own context, ask what they might mean for us today. Parables include: the New Wine
and Wineskins, the Mustard Seed, the Leaven, the Wedding Party, the Workers in the Vineyard, and
the Wicked Tenants. Other components for the study include a leader guide and teaching video are
available.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Parables of the Kingdom Mary Ann Getty-Sullivan, 2017-06-15
Do you not understand this parable? is a question Jesus posed to his disciples (Mark 4:13). Just as
the first disciples often did not understand Jesus ' many parables, so it is for listeners and readers
nearly two thousand years later. In Parables of the Kingdom, Mary Ann Getty-Sullivan helps readers
to hear and see and understand the parables of Jesus. She offers a general introduction to the use of
parables in the life and ministry of Jesus and the early church. In addition, Getty-Sullivan helps
readers learn to interpret parables, to enter into what the parables can reveal about Jesus and his
audience, about the evangelists and their communities, and about how we are to understand the
Kingdom of God today. Parables of the Kingdom helps us hear and see Jesus ' parables with new
eyes and renewed hearts 'thereby allowing the parables to transform our lives and help us respond
with new conviction to the gospel's power in our world. Mary Ann Getty-Sullivan holds an S.T.D.
from the Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium. She has been teaching New Testament courses
in colleges and seminaries for more than thirty years and has recently retired from teaching full time
to devote more time to writing and lecturing. Mary Ann has written several commentaries on the
Letters of Saint Paul. Her recent books include Women in the New Testament published by
Liturgical Press.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Puzzling the Parables of Jesus Ruban Zimmermann,



2015-11-02 Modern scholarship on the parables has long been preoccupied with asking what Jesus
himself said and what he intended to accomplish with his parables. Ruben Zimmermann moves
beyond that agenda to explore the dynamics of parabolic speech in all its rich complexity.
Introductory chapters address the history of research and distinguish historical from literary and
reader-oriented approaches, then set out a postmodern hermeneutic that analyzes narrative
elements and context, maps the sociohistorical background, explores stock metaphors and symbols,
and opens up contemporary horizons of interpretation. Subsequent chapters then focus on one
parable from early Christian sources (Q, Mark, Matthew, Luke, John, and the Gospel of Thomas) to
explore how parables function in each literary context. Over all reigns the principle that the meaning
or theological &#34;message&#34; of a parable cannot be extracted from the parabolic form; thus
the parables continue to invite hearers&#39; and readers&#39; involvement to the present day.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Rabbinic Narrative: A Documentary Perspective, Volume Two
Jacob Neusner, 2003-07-01 Each Rabbinic document, from the Mishnah through the Bavli, defines
itself by a unique combination of indicative traits of rhetoric, topic, and particular logic that governs
its coherent discourse. But narratives in the same canonical compilations do not conform to the
documentary indicators that govern in these compilations, respectively. They form an anomaly for
the documentary reading of the Rabbinic canon of the formative age. To remove that anomaly, this
project classifies the types and forms of narratives and shows that particular documents exhibit
distinctive preferences among those types. This detailed, systematic classification of Rabbinic
narrative supplies these facts concerning the classification of narratives and their regularities: [1]
what are the types and forms of narrative in a given document? [2] how are these distinctive types
and forms of narrative distributed across the canonical documents of the formative age, the first six
centuries C.E.? The answers for the documentary preferences are in Volumes One through Three,
for the Mishnah-Tosefta, the Tannaite Midrash-compilations, and Rabbah-Midrash-compilations,
respectively. Volume Four then sets forth the documentary history of each of the types of Rabbinic
narrative, including the authentic narrative, the ma'aseh and the mashal. How the traits of the
several types of narratives shift as the respective types move from document to document is spelled
out in complete detail. This project opens an entirely new road toward the documentary analysis of
Rabbinic narrative. It fills out an important chapter in the documentary hypothesis of the Rabbinic
canon in the formative age.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Parabolic Figures or Narrative Fictions? Charles W. Hedrick,
2016-06-10 Hedrick contends that parables do not teach moral and religious lessons; they are not, in
whole or part, theological figures for the church. Rather, parables are realistic narrative fictions that
like all effective fiction literature are designed to draw readers into story worlds where they make
discoveries about themselves by finding their ideas challenged and subverted--or affirmed. The
parables have endings but not final resolutions, because the endings raise new complications for
careful readers, which require further resolution. The narrative contexts and interpretations
supplied by the evangelists constitute an attempt by the early church to bring the secular narratives
of Jesus under the control of the church's later religious perspectives. Each narrative represents a
fragment of Jesus's secular vision of reality. Finding himself outside the mainstream of parables
scholarship, both ecclesiastical and critical, Hedrick explored a literary approach to the parables in
a series of essays that, among other things, set out the basic rationale for a literary approach to the
parables of Jesus. These early essays form the central section of the book. They are published here
in edited form along with unpublished critiques of a thoroughgoing literary approach and his
response.
  doubt in storytelling parable: The Architecture of Story Will Dunne, 2016-04-08 “Together
with The Dramatic Writer’s Companion, Dunne’s The Architecture of Story is part of the most
thorough course in playwriting available in print.” —Art Borreca, head of Dramaturgy Program and
co-head of Playwrights Workshop, the University of Iowa While successful plays tend to share
certain storytelling elements, there is no single blueprint for how a play should be constructed.
Instead, seasoned playwrights know how to select the right elements for their needs and organize



them in a structure that best supports their particular story. Through his workshops and book The
Dramatic Writer’s Companion, Will Dunne has helped thousands of writers develop successful
scripts. Now, in The Architecture of Story, he helps writers master the building blocks of dramatic
storytelling by analyzing a trio of award-winning contemporary American plays: Doubt: A Parable by
John Patrick Shanley, Topdog/Underdog by Suzan-Lori Parks, and The Clean House by Sarah Ruhl.
Dismantling the stories and examining key components from a technical perspective enables writers
to approach their own work with an informed understanding of dramatic architecture. Each
self-contained chapter focuses on one storytelling component, ranging from “Title” and “Main
Event” to “Emotional Environment” and “Crisis Decision.” Dunne explores each component in detail,
demonstrating how it has been successfully handled in each play and comparing and contrasting
techniques. The chapters conclude with questions to help writers evaluate and improve their own
scripts. The result is a nonlinear reference guide that lets writers work at their own pace and choose
the topics that interest them as they develop new scripts. This flexible, interactive structure is
designed to meet the needs of writers at all stages of writing and at all levels of experience.
  doubt in storytelling parable: Faithful Doubt Guy Collins, 2014-10-09 In Faithful Doubt Guy
Collins explores the role of doubt within theology and philosophy. Focusing on three
philosophers--Giorgio Agamben, Jacques Derrida, and Slavoj Žižek--Faithful Doubt argues that
atheism can be redeeming. Far from being inhospitable to faith, doubt is increasingly necessary for
theology. As well as introducing the thought of contemporary philosophers, Faithful Doubt examines
the significance of popular entertainment and narrative. Novels of Ursula Le Guin, Neal Stephenson,
China Mieville, and others are read alongside Star Wars, Star Trek, and Battlestar Galactica. Fiction
highlights the fluid nature of the sacred and the secular. On the question of evil, Faithful Doubt
suggests that wisdom lies in acknowledging uncertainty. Weaving the story of Job together with St.
Augustine, Donald MacKinnon, and Eleonore Stump, evil exemplifies the necessity for doubt within
theology. Faithful Doubt brings a new perspective to debates about the relationship between faith
and reason. Concluding with a discussion of Soren Kierkegaard, Collins presents a compelling case
for harnessing atheism and doubt in service to Christian faith. In order to doubt wisely we need to
heed the faith of the faithless.
  doubt in storytelling parable: The New World of Jesus' Parables Markus Locker, 2008-12-18
Not too many other texts in biblical studies received more attention than the parables of Jesus, in
fact raising the question whether or not we need yet another book on this subject. The answer to this
question will always remain an emphatic yes. For Jesus and the church, the parables are mysteries,
i.e. not beyond understanding, but open to an infinite possibility of meaning. This perhaps explains
why more than a century after Adolf Jülicher convincingly argued for a non-allegorical reading of the
parables this quest is far from over. Notwithstanding their significant metaphorical force, this book
will attempt to shed new light on the parables in understanding and reading these short stories as
speech-events (J.G. Hamann) and language-games (L. Wittgenstein). Parables do not primarily
signify abstract truths, but illustrate a world reminiscent of God’s kingdom. Engaging in the
parables, therefore, does not simply evoke thought processes, but actively calls readers into
participating in the unfolding events pictured by the text, hereby joining in actions that seek to
establish the kingdom of God as envisioned through the words of Jesus. Reading and interpreting the
parables as language-games renders these stories accessible to questions of faith that could not be
asked previously: Why does a man without wedding garment face expulsion from the banquet? Why
are wise virgins rewarded by not sharing their oil? Why is anxiety and caution severely punished and
financial risk taking awarded? Understanding Jesus’ parables as pictures of a world reigned by God,
yet in need of redemption and our collaboration will remove these texts from the pedestal of enigma
and obscurity, placing them into the hands of the faithful reader.
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