dietrich bonhoeffer theology

dietrich bonhoeffer theology represents a profound and influential strand of Christian thought that
emerged in the 20th century, shaped by the life and martyrdom of German theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. His theology is marked by a deep commitment to discipleship, ethics, and the role of the
church in society, particularly under oppressive regimes. Bonhoeffer's reflections on the nature of
Christ, community, and costly grace continue to shape contemporary theological discussions and
ethical considerations. This article explores the core dimensions of Bonhoeffer's theological framework,
including his understanding of Christology, ethics, and ecclesiology. Further, it examines the historical
context that informed his thought and the lasting impact of his work on modern Christian theology. The
following sections provide a detailed analysis of key themes and concepts within dietrich bonhoeffer

theology.

Historical Context of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Theology

Core Themes in Bonhoeffer’s Theology

Bonhoeffer’s Christology

Ethics and Discipleship in Bonhoeffer's Thought

Ecclesiology and the Role of the Church

Bonhoeffer’s Legacy in Contemporary Theology



Historical Context of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Theology

Understanding dietrich bonhoeffer theology requires an appreciation of the historical and political
environment in which Bonhoeffer lived and worked. Born in 1906 and executed in 1945, Bonhoeffer’s
theological development was deeply intertwined with the rise of National Socialism in Germany and the
challenges it posed to Christian faith and ethics. His involvement in the Confessing Church and active
resistance against the Nazi regime shaped his theological reflections on obedience, conscience, and
moral responsibility. This historical backdrop is crucial to grasp the urgency and relevance of his

theological contributions.

Core Themes in Bonhoeffer’s Theology

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theology is characterized by several core themes that address the nature of faith,
grace, and human responsibility. These themes form the foundation of his theological vision and

continue to influence Christian thought worldwide.

Costly Grace

Bonhoeffer famously distinguished between “cheap grace” and “costly grace.” Costly grace, according
to his theology, is grace that demands a response and transformation from the believer, involving
sacrifice and discipleship. This concept challenges easy notions of forgiveness and highlights the

radical call to live out one’s faith authentically.

Discipleship

Central to dietrich bonhoeffer theology is the idea of discipleship as a lived reality, not merely a
theoretical ideal. Bonhoeffer emphasized that following Christ entails concrete actions and a
willingness to suffer for one’s faith. Discipleship, for him, is the path to true freedom and spiritual

maturity.



Theology of Action

Bonhoeffer’s thought integrates belief with practice, underscoring that theology must lead to ethical
action. His resistance against tyranny exemplifies this, as he saw faith as incompatible with passive

acceptance of injustice.

Bonhoeffer’s Christology

Christology is a fundamental aspect of dietrich bonhoeffer theology, particularly his understanding of
Jesus Christ as the center of faith and revelation. Bonhoeffer’s reflections on the person and work of

Christ emphasize both his divinity and his solidarity with human suffering.

The Person of Christ

Bonhoeffer viewed Christ as the “man for others,” whose incarnation and crucifixion reveal God’s
ultimate identification with humanity’s plight. This perspective encourages believers to embody Christ’s

self-giving love in their own lives.

The Cross and Resurrection

In Bonhoeffer’s theology, the cross is not only a symbol of suffering but also a call to ethical
responsibility. The resurrection signifies hope and the promise of new life, motivating Christians to

engage actively in the transformation of society.

Ethics and Discipleship in Bonhoeffer's Thought

Ethics is a key dimension of dietrich bonhoeffer theology, notably in his work "Ethics," where he
explores the moral challenges faced by Christians in a fallen world. His ethical framework is grounded

in the call to follow Christ faithfully and resist injustice.



Responsibility and Conscience

Bonhoeffer argued that Christian ethics involves a personal responsibility to act according to one’s
conscience, especially in situations of moral conflict. This principle justified his involvement in plots

against Hitler, reflecting the tension between obedience to God and secular authority.

Community and Moral Decision-Making

Ethical decisions are made within the context of Christian community; Bonhoeffer emphasized that
communal discernment is essential for living out authentic discipleship. This approach highlights the

interplay between individual and collective responsibility.

List of Ethical Principles in Bonhoeffer’s Theology

¢ Obedience to God over human authority

» Active resistance to evil and injustice

e Commitment to sacrificial love and service

* Recognition of the cost and demands of grace

e Integration of faith and action

Ecclesiology and the Role of the Church

Bonhoeffer’s ecclesiology, or theology of the church, highlights the church’s role as the visible

community of believers called to witness to God’s kingdom. His reflections emphasize the church’s



responsibility in society and its relationship to secular powers.

The Church as the Body of Christ

Bonhoeffer described the church as the “community of Jesus Christ,” through whom God’s presence
is manifested in the world. This theological stance affirms the church’s mission to embody Christ’s love

and justice.

Church and State

Bonhoeffer’s experience with Nazi Germany led him to articulate a cautious but active posture
regarding the church’s relation to political authority. He rejected passive complicity and advocated for

prophetic witness and resistance when necessary.

The Confessing Church Movement

As a leader in the Confessing Church, Bonhoeffer helped articulate a theological and practical
opposition to the Nazification of German Protestantism. This movement exemplifies his commitment to

a church faithful to the gospel above political expediency.

Bonhoeffer’s Legacy in Contemporary Theology

The impact of dietrich bonhoeffer theology extends well beyond his lifetime, influencing a wide range of
theological disciplines and social movements. His integration of faith, ethics, and political engagement

remains a model for contemporary Christian thought and practice.



Influence on Liberation Theology

Bonhoeffer’s emphasis on costly grace and active resistance has inspired liberation theologians who
prioritize social justice and the struggle against oppression. His thought provides a theological

foundation for Christian activism.

Relevance to Modern Ethical Debates

Contemporary discussions on moral responsibility, civil disobedience, and the role of religion in public
life frequently draw on Bonhoeffer’s writings. His nuanced approach to conscience and authority offers

guidance in complex ethical situations.

Enduring Theological Contributions

Bonhoeffer’s contributions to Christology, ecclesiology, and ethics continue to be studied and debated
in academic and ecclesial contexts. His life and work exemplify the integration of deep theological

reflection with courageous practical engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Dietrich Bonhoeffer and why is he significant in theology?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and anti-Nazi dissident. He is
significant in theology for his profound writings on Christian ethics, discipleship, and his resistance to

the Nazi regime, which ultimately led to his martyrdom.

What is the central theme of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's theology?

The central theme of Bonhoeffer's theology is the concept of 'costly grace,' emphasizing that true

discipleship requires costly commitment and obedience to Jesus Christ, often involving suffering and



sacrifice.

How did Bonhoeffer view the relationship between the church and the
state?

Bonhoeffer believed that the church must stand as a prophetic witness against unjust government
actions and should not be complicit with oppressive regimes, as evidenced by his active resistance to

Nazi Germany.

What is Dietrich Bonhoeffer's concept of 'cheap grace'?

Cheap grace, according to Bonhoeffer, is the grace that is preached without requiring repentance,

discipleship, or a change in life. It is grace without the cross, which he opposed to 'costly grace.'

How did Bonhoeffer's theology influence modern Christian ethics?

Bonhoeffer's theology has deeply influenced modern Christian ethics by emphasizing moral
responsibility, the importance of acting in faith even under political oppression, and the integration of

faith with social justice.

What role did Dietrich Bonhoeffer play in the Confessing Church?

Bonhoeffer was a key figure in the Confessing Church, a movement within German Protestantism that
opposed the Nazi-influenced 'German Christians' and upheld the true confession of Christian faith

against state interference.

How does Bonhoeffer's theology address suffering and martyrdom?

Bonhoeffer viewed suffering and martyrdom as integral to Christian discipleship, reflecting Jesus' own

suffering, and as a witness to faithfulness in the face of evil and injustice.



What is the significance of Bonhoeffer's book 'The Cost of
Discipleship'?

"The Cost of Discipleship' is one of Bonhoeffer's most influential works, where he contrasts cheap

grace with costly grace and calls Christians to a radical and obedient following of Christ.

How did Bonhoeffer reconcile faith with political resistance?

Bonhoeffer believed that Christian faith demands action against evil, including political resistance when
necessary, arguing that silence or complacency in the face of injustice is incompatible with Christian

discipleship.

What is Bonhoeffer's legacy in contemporary theology?

Bonhoeffer's legacy in contemporary theology includes his challenge to ethical complacency, his
integration of theology with real-world action, and his role as a model of faithfulness and courage in

times of moral crisis.

Additional Resources

1. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy

This comprehensive biography by Eric Metaxas explores the life and legacy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
highlighting his theological insights, resistance to Nazi Germany, and ultimate martyrdom. The book
delves into Bonhoeffer's profound faith and ethical convictions that shaped his opposition to tyranny. It

offers readers a detailed portrait of a man whose courage and theology continue to inspire.

2. The Cost of Discipleship

One of Bonhoeffer’s most influential works, this book examines the concept of "cheap grace" versus
"costly grace" and challenges Christians to live out authentic discipleship. Bonhoeffer emphasizes the
importance of obedience and sacrifice in following Christ, making this a foundational text for

understanding his theology. It remains a powerful call to spiritual commitment and ethical action.



3. Ethics

In this posthumously published work, Bonhoeffer articulates his theological ethics, emphasizing
responsibility, community, and the role of conscience. Written during the rise of Nazism, the book
wrestles with the moral complexities faced by Christians under oppressive regimes. It provides

profound insights into living faithfully amid political and social turmoil.

4. Letters and Papers from Prison

This collection of letters, reflections, and fragments written by Bonhoeffer during his imprisonment
offers a deeply personal glimpse into his faith and thoughts under persecution. The writings reveal his
unwavering hope, theological reflections, and commitment to Christian community despite facing death.

It is a moving testament to his spiritual resilience.

5. Bonhoeffer: Theology and Social Criticism

Edited by W. Travis McMaken, this book gathers essays that explore Bonhoeffer’s critical engagement
with society and politics through his theological lens. It examines his views on church, state, and
society, highlighting his role as both a theologian and social critic. The collection helps readers

appreciate the social dimensions of Bonhoeffer’s thought.

6. Bonhoeffer’s Theology: The Theology of Christ

John W. de Gruchy presents a detailed analysis of Bonhoeffer’s Christocentric theology, focusing on
how the person and work of Jesus shape his entire theological framework. The book explores themes
such as discipleship, the church, and ethics from Bonhoeffer’s perspective. It is essential for

understanding the centrality of Christ in Bonhoeffer’s thought.

7. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Theology of Sociality

This work by Peter Bolt investigates Bonhoeffer’s concept of “sociality,” emphasizing the relational
nature of human existence and community in his theology. Bolt discusses how Bonhoeffer’s ideas
challenge individualism and promote a communal understanding of faith. The book offers insightful

reflections on the social implications of Bonhoeffer’s theology.

8. The Bonhoeffer Reader



Edited by Clifford J. Green, this anthology compiles key writings from across Bonhoeffer’s career,
including theological essays, sermons, and letters. The reader provides a broad overview of his
theological development and diverse interests. It is an accessible resource for those seeking to engage

with Bonhoeffer’s thought in a concise format.

9. Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Practice of Responsibility

Edited by Michael W. Bugeja, this collection explores Bonhoeffer’s notion of responsibility in theology
and ethics, particularly in relation to political engagement and moral decision-making. The essays
highlight how Bonhoeffer’s theology informs contemporary discussions on responsible action. It is a

valuable resource for understanding the practical implications of Bonhoeffer’s thought.
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dietrich bonhoeffer theology: The Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer John D. Godsey,
2015-12-22 Godsey's seminal study is the first dissertation to be written on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's
theology. It first appeared in 1960 when Bonhoeffer's name was relatively new in English-language
circles. This work, which surveyed the entire Bonhoeffer corpus available at the time, quickly
became a standard text that laid the groundwork for Bonhoeffer studies thereafter. Godsey explores
Bonhoeffer's life and the key themes of his Christocentric theology, providing an introduction to
mid-century Protestant theology, and showing how Bonhoeffer's theology can serve as a resource for
those who seek to engage theology with the world. In the intervening years since its publication,
Bonhoeffer scholarship has progressed, but much of what we think about Bonhoeffer's theology can
be found in the pages of this work. Bonhoeffer's life and work bear witness to the fact that the
church cannot live on cheap grace, but only on the present Christ.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Reclaiming Dietrich Bonhoeffer Charles Marsh, 1994 Marsh
reappraises Bonhoeffer's theology and attempts to reclaim his promise for contemporary theological
inquiry, examining his work in the context of the German philosophical tradition from Kant to
Heidegger, and its relationship to Karl Barth.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Bonhoeffer Clifford J. Green, 1999 Rev. ed. of: The sociality of
Christ and humanity.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Authentic Faith Heinz Eduard Todt, 2007-06 One of the
twentieth century's best theological ethicists, Heinz Eduard Tdt personally experienced the struggle
of Nazi Germany that so shaped Bonhoeffer. Tdt said that the further he went, the closer he got to
Bonhoeffer. In Authentic Faith he clarifies major dimensions of Bonhoeffer's ethics with precision
and enables us to enter personally into the political, ecclesiastical, and family context in which
Bonhoeffer wrote. Tdt first discusses Bonhoeffer's theology and ethics formed during his own
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tumultuous time and then focuses on how they can inform and influence contemporary history. Tdt
especially concerns himself with the present tasks in theology and in the church, clearing a path for
understanding our lives through theology's eyes and drawing us toward the ethical wisdom we need
to navigate the ideological struggles of our own time. Authentic Faith shows an understanding of
Bonhoeffer's spirit that makes this book a must for the shelves of any Bonhoeffer scholar and all
students of social and theological ethics.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: The Oxford Handbook of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Michael
Mawson, Philip G. Ziegler, 2019-11-06 This volume provides a comprehensive resource for those
wishing to understand the German theologian, pastor, and resistance conspirator Dietrich
Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) and his writings. During his lifetime he made important contributions to
many of the major areas of theology: ecclesiology, creation, Christology, discipleship, and ethics. The
Oxford Handbook of Dietrich Bonhoeffer surveys, assesses, and presents the field of research and
debates of Bonhoeffer and his legacy, as well as of previous Bonhoeffer scholarship. Featuring
contributions from leading Bonhoeffer scholars, historians, theologians, and ethicists, many essays
draw attention to Bonhoeffer's positive contributions, while several essays also identify limits and
problems with his thinking as it stands. Divided into five parts, the first section provides a detailed
outline of Bonhoeffer's biography and the contexts that gave rise to his theology. The contributors
explore the dynamic relationship between Bonhoeffer's life and theology. Section two provides
rigorous engagements with and assessments of Bonhoeffer's theology on its own terms. Part three
demonstrates how Bonhoeffer's ethical claims and engagements are deeply integrated with
theological commitments. The fourth section showcases some of the best work drawing upon
Bonhoeffer for engaging contemporary challenges, including feminism, race, public theology in
South Africa, and contemporary philosophy. In recent decades, Bonhoeffer's theology has provoked
significant critical reflection on social and cultural issues. The essays in this section exemplify how
his writings can continue to contribute to such reflection today. The fifth and final section consists of
essays on resources for the contemporary study of Bonhoeffer and his theology, including sources
and texts, biographies and portraits, and readings and receptions. These essays also address
pressing historiographical issues and problems surrounding writing about Bonhoeffer's life and
theology. This authoritative collection draws together and assesses the very best of existing research
on Bonhoeffer and promotes new avenues for research on Bonhoeffer.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: The God Who Is Given Chris Dodson, 2021-05-03 Dietrich
Bonhoeffer's notions of religionless Christianity have provoked a great deal of theological inquiry,
much of which has hindered evangelical reception of Bonhoeffer's work. By setting religionless
Christianity in the context of Bonhoeffer's Lutheran sacramental theology, Chris Dodson furthers
Bonhoeffer's belief that receiving the God given in the sacraments both resists Christians' proclivity
towards religious, self-serving ends and draws Christians into a life of robust faith and love.
Receiving Christ in baptism, the Eucharist, and confession serves to instill, sustain, locate, and
vitalize the form of life that Bonhoeffer calls “religionless.” The church and its core practices are not
abandoned in Bonhoeffer’s prison letters; they are reengaged with a more proper disposition:
faithful love of God and neighbor. In this way, common evangelical skepticisms about Bonhoeffer’s
later theology can be assuaged. Bonhoeffer’s theology, rightly construed, provokes evangelicals, and
particularly American evangelicals, to reconsider and restructure their worship along the lines of a
religionless Christianity that promotes a deeper faith resulting from a more vigorous encounter with
Christ as he gives himself over to his people.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: A Testament to Freedom Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1995-03-31
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was only thirty-nine years old when he was executed in a Nazi concentration
camp in 1945, yet his courage, vision, and brilliance have greatly influenced the twentieth-century
Church and theology. Particularly through his bestselling classic, The Cost of Discipleship,
Bonhoeffer profoundly shaped such minds and movements as Martin Luther King, Jr., and Leonardo
Boff, civil rights and leberation theology. A Testament to Freedom, completely revised and expanded
for this edition, includes previously untranslated writings, excerpts from major books, sermons, and



selected letters spanning the years of Bonhoeffer's pastoral and theological career. This magnificent
volume takes readers on a historical and biographical journey that follows Bonhoeffer through the
various stages of his life--as teacher, ecumenist, pastor, preacher, seminary director, prophet in the
Nazi era and, finally, as martyr in pursuit of peace and justice.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Unconscious Christianity in Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Late
Theology Eleanor McLaughlin, 2020-03-27 In the last years of his life, Dietrich Bonhoeffer began
work on an idea that he called unbewufStes Christentum, unconscious Christianity. While
Bonhoeffer’s other ideas from this period have been extensively studied and are important in the
field of theology and beyond, this idea has been almost completely ignored. For the first time in
Bonhoeffer scholarship, Eleanor McLaughlin provides a definition of unconscious Christianity, based
on a close reading and analysis of the texts in which Bonhoeffer mentioned the term. From a variety
of surviving texts, from a scribbled marginal note in his Ethics manuscript to the fiction he wrote in
prison, she constructs a detailed definition of unconscious Christianity that sheds light not only on
Bonhoeffer’s late work but his theological development as a whole.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: The Myth of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Richard Weikart, 1997 In this
arresting new study of Bonhoeffer as a theologian and as an activist, Weikart carefully and
persuasively argues that Bonhoeffer's postwar reputation as an anti-Nazi martyr has subsumed
aspects of his religious and cultural beliefs and praxis to the detriment of both.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Dietrich Bonhoeffer Traugott Jahnichen, Pascal Bataringaya,
Olivier Munyansanga, Clemens Wustmans, 2019 This volume is the documentation of a workshop at
the Dietrich Bonhoeffer Centre for Public Theology in Kigali, that took place in February 2018 and
discussed what can be gained from Bonhoeffer's theology for contextual theologies in Africa as well
as in Europe. The core feature of the workshop in February 2018 was a competition in which
students from Butare/Huye presented the findings of their examination of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life
and work. The prize-winning contributions are documented in this volume. Papers from the
European perspective were contributed by doctoral candidates and students of the Ruhr University
Bochum, and the chairing and commentary of the event was shared amongst Dr Clemens Wustmans
(Berlin), Dr Christine Schliesser (Bern), the President of the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda, Dr
Pascal Bataringaya (Kigali), the Dean of the Theological Faculty of the Protestant Institut of Arts and
Social Sciences, Olivier Munyansanga, Ph.D. (Huye/Rwanda), and Prof. Dr Traugott Jahnichen
(Bochum).

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Being Human, Becoming Human Brian Gregor, Jens
Zimmermann, 2012-05-31 What does it mean to be human? The German theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer thought deeply about this questions out of a desire to understand the importance of
Christ and the incarnation for modern culture. His conviction that Christ died for a new humanity is
at the core of his theological anthropology. This collection assembles a distinguished and
international group of scholars to examine Bonhoeffer's understanding of human sociality. From the
introduction of his dissertation, Sanctorum Communio, where he notes 'the social intention of all the
basic Christian concepts', to his final writings in prison, where he describes Christian faith as being
for others, the theme of human sociality runs throughout Bonhoeffer's works. This volume examines
Bonhoeffer's rich resources for thinking about what it means to be human, to be the church, to be a
disciple, and to be ethically responsible in our contemporary world. Being Human, Becoming Human
is vital reading for Bonhoeffer scholars as well as for those invested in theological debates regarding
the social nature of human beings.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Theology, and Political Resistance
W. David Hall, , Lori Brandt Hale, 2020-06-15 In 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a theologian and
pastor—was executed by the Nazis for his resistance to their unspeakable crimes against humanity.
He was only 39 years old when he died, but Bonhoeffer left behind volumes of work exploring
theological and ethical themes that have now inspired multiple generations of scholars, students,
pastors, and activists. This book highlights the ways Dietrich Bonhoeffer's work informs political
theology and examines Bonhoeffer's contributions in three ways: historical-critical interpretation,




critical-constructive engagement, and constructive-practical application. With contributions from a
broad array of scholars from around the world, chapters range from historical analysis of
Bonhoeffer’s early political resistance language to accounts of Bonhoeffer-inspired, front-line
resistance to white supremacists in Charlottesville, VA. This volume speaks to the ongoing relevance
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s work and life in and out of the academy.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Theology and the Practice of Responsibility Wayne W.
Floyd, Charles Marsh, 1994

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Bonhoeffer, Christ and Culture Keith L. Johnson, Timothy
Larsen, 2013-03-08 The 2012 Wheaton Theology Conference was convened around the formidable
legacy of Lutheran pastor, theologian and anti-Nazi resistant Dietrich Bonhoeffer. This collection,
focusing on the man's views of Christ, the church and culture, contributes to a recent awakening of
interest in Bonhoeffer among evangelicals.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Meditations on the Cross Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1998-02-01 The
cross and the resurrection were central themes for Bonhoeffer's theology. These excerpts from
sermons and letters contain his personal and faithful words about the crucifixion and the power of
the cross for all Christians. Meditations on the Cross is ideal for devotional reading and personal
reference.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: The Cambridge Companion to Dietrich Bonhoeffer John W.
de Gruchy, 1999-05-13 This Companion serves as a guide for readers wanting to explore the thought
and legacy of the great German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-45). The book shows why
Bonhoeffer remains such an attractive figure to so many people of diverse backgrounds. Its
chapters, written by authors from differing national, theological and church contexts, provide a
helpful introduction to, and commentary on, Bonhoeffer's life, work and writing and so guide the
reader along the complex paths of his thought. Experts set out comprehensively Bonhoeffer's
political, social and cultural contexts, and offer biographical information which is indispensable for
the understanding of his theology. Major themes arising from the theology, and different
interpretations to it, lead the reader into a dialogue with this most influential of thinkers who
remains both fascinating and challenging. There is a chronology, a glossary and an index.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Christ, Church and World Michael Mawson, Philip G. Ziegler,
2016-03-10 What are the pressing questions concerning Dietrich Bonhoeffer's theology? What
impulses and provocations does his theological legacy offer to contemporary work in Christian
theology and ethics? This volume draws together leading international theologians to critically
engage Bonhoeffer's Christology, harmartiology, ecclesiology and contributions to Christian-Jewish
encounter.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Bonhoeffer Stephen Plant, 2010-07-15 One of the best known
Christians of the twentieth century, Dietrich Bonhoeffer is admired as a theologian for his
unparalleled independence of mind, creativity and brilliance by liberals and conservatives alike. His
death at the hands of the Nazis is an extraordinary tale of courage and Christian discipleship.
However, Bonhoeffer was also a serious theologian who, while indebted to the liberal tradition of the
University of Berlin, was also influenced by the new thinking of Karl Barth that challenged the
consensus. Plant has written a critical exploration of Bonhoeffer's writings that illuminates his
ethical theology, showing that what linked all his work was the attempt to listen to God's word in, to,
and for the secular world.

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Theologian of Reality André Dumas,
1971

dietrich bonhoeffer theology: The Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Ernst Feil, 1985 This
study examines the development and interrelatedness of Bonhoeffer's hermeneutic, Christology, and
understanding of the world.
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