
development of american higher
education

development of american higher education has been a dynamic and evolving
process shaped by historical, social, and economic forces. From its colonial
beginnings with small religious colleges to the expansive, diverse university
systems of today, American higher education reflects a trajectory of growth
and adaptation. This development has been influenced by factors such as
industrialization, federal policies, democratization of education, and
globalization. Understanding the evolution of American higher education
requires examining key periods, including the colonial era, the rise of the
research university, and the post-World War II expansion. Additionally, the
role of government funding, access and inclusion, and technological
advancements have all played significant roles. This article explores these
themes in detail, providing a comprehensive overview of the development of
American higher education within the broader context of societal change.

Historical Foundations of American Higher Education

The Rise of the Research University

Expansion and Access in the 20th Century

Government Influence and Policy

Technological Advancements and Modern Challenges

Historical Foundations of American Higher
Education
The development of American higher education began during the colonial
period, characterized by the establishment of institutions primarily aimed at
training clergy and civic leaders. Early colleges such as Harvard, founded in
1636, set a precedent for higher learning in the colonies. These institutions
were heavily influenced by European educational models, particularly those
from England and the Netherlands.

Colonial Colleges and Religious Roots
Most colonial colleges were founded with religious missions, focusing on
theology and classical education. The curriculum was rooted in Latin, Greek,
and religious studies, reflecting the priorities of colonial society. These



colleges served a small, elite segment of the population and were closely
tied to specific denominations.

Expansion Beyond Clerical Training
By the late 18th century, the scope of higher education began to broaden. New
institutions introduced curricula in law, medicine, and the arts, responding
to the needs of a growing nation. The American Revolution also inspired a
more secular approach, emphasizing civic education and the development of
informed citizens.

The Rise of the Research University
The 19th century marked a significant shift in the development of American
higher education with the emergence of the research university model.
Influenced by German universities, this model emphasized specialized research
and graduate education.

Morrill Land-Grant Acts
One of the most transformative policies was the Morrill Land-Grant Act of
1862, which provided federal land to states to establish colleges focused on
agriculture, engineering, and military science. This act expanded educational
opportunities beyond the classical liberal arts and promoted practical
knowledge.

Development of Graduate Education and Research
During this period, universities began to prioritize graduate studies and
research output. Institutions such as Johns Hopkins University became
pioneers in graduate education, fostering an environment where knowledge
creation was as important as knowledge dissemination.

Expansion and Access in the 20th Century
The 20th century saw unprecedented growth in the development of American
higher education, driven by demographic changes, economic growth, and social
movements. Higher education became more accessible to a broader population,
transforming from elite institutions to mass education providers.



The GI Bill and Postwar Growth
After World War II, the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (GI Bill) dramatically
increased college enrollment by providing veterans with tuition assistance.
This legislation played a critical role in democratizing higher education and
expanding the middle class.

Community Colleges and Diversification
The establishment of community colleges provided affordable, local access to
postsecondary education. These institutions focused on vocational training,
transfer programs, and lifelong learning, contributing significantly to the
diversification of American higher education.

Movements for Inclusion
The civil rights movement and subsequent legislation challenged racial and
gender barriers in higher education. Affirmative action policies and
scholarship programs aimed to increase representation of historically
marginalized groups, reflecting a broader commitment to equity and inclusion.

Government Influence and Policy
Federal and state governments have played crucial roles in shaping the
development of American higher education through funding, regulation, and
policy initiatives.

Federal Funding and Financial Aid
Government funding, including grants, loans, and research support, has been
instrumental in expanding higher education infrastructure and accessibility.
The National Science Foundation and other agencies have fueled research
innovation, while student financial aid programs have helped reduce economic
barriers.

Regulatory Framework and Accreditation
The development of accreditation bodies and regulatory frameworks ensured
quality and accountability within American higher education. These mechanisms
protect academic standards and guide institutional development.



Policy Responses to Changing Needs
Policies have adapted to economic shifts, workforce demands, and demographic
trends. Initiatives promoting STEM education, online learning, and
international collaboration illustrate ongoing governmental influence in
aligning higher education with national priorities.

Technological Advancements and Modern
Challenges
Technology has profoundly influenced the development of American higher
education, shaping teaching, research, and administration. At the same time,
modern challenges such as rising costs and changing student demographics
require continued adaptation.

Digital Learning and Online Education
The rise of the internet and digital tools has transformed educational
delivery. Online courses and degree programs have expanded access and
flexibility, enabling lifelong learning and reaching nontraditional students.

Cost and Affordability Issues
Despite growth and innovation, the cost of higher education remains a
significant challenge. Tuition increases and student debt have sparked
debates about the sustainability and equity of the American higher education
system.

Globalization and Internationalization
American higher education institutions increasingly engage in global
partnerships, student exchanges, and research collaborations. This
internationalization reflects the interconnected nature of knowledge
production and the global economy.

Key Factors Shaping Modern Development

Advancement of technology in teaching and research

Increasing diversity of the student population

Growing emphasis on interdisciplinary studies



Focus on workforce readiness and employability

Challenges of funding and resource allocation

Frequently Asked Questions

How did the Morrill Land-Grant Acts influence the
development of American higher education?
The Morrill Land-Grant Acts, passed in 1862 and 1890, provided federal land
to states to finance the establishment of colleges specializing in
agriculture and the mechanical arts. This significantly expanded access to
higher education and promoted practical, vocational training alongside
classical studies.

What role did the GI Bill play in shaping American
higher education post-World War II?
The GI Bill, enacted in 1944, provided returning veterans with funding for
college education. This led to a dramatic increase in college enrollment,
democratized access to higher education, and contributed to the expansion and
diversification of American universities.

How has the rise of research universities impacted
American higher education?
The rise of research universities in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
shifted the focus of higher education towards advanced research and graduate
education. Institutions began emphasizing scientific inquiry and innovation,
which contributed to America’s leadership in technology and knowledge
production.

What is the significance of the establishment of
community colleges in the development of American
higher education?
Community colleges emerged in the early 20th century to provide affordable,
accessible education and vocational training. They serve as important
gateways for students to higher education, offering associate degrees,
certificates, and pathways to four-year institutions, thereby broadening
educational opportunities.



How have trends in diversity and inclusion evolved
in American higher education?
Over the 20th and 21st centuries, American higher education has increasingly
focused on diversity and inclusion, implementing policies like affirmative
action and expanding support for underrepresented groups. This has led to
more equitable access, enriched campus environments, and a broader range of
perspectives in academia.

Additional Resources
1. American Higher Education: A History
This comprehensive book by Frederick Rudolph offers a detailed account of the
evolution of American higher education from colonial times to the 20th
century. It explores the founding of early colleges, the rise of the research
university, and the expansion of access to education. Rudolph’s work is
considered a foundational text for understanding the cultural and social
forces shaping higher education in the United States.

2. Thelin’s A History of American Higher Education
John R. Thelin’s book provides a thorough overview of the development of
higher education institutions in the U.S., emphasizing the changing roles of
colleges and universities over time. It covers key themes such as the
democratization of education, the impact of government policy, and the growth
of academic disciplines. Thelin’s narrative is valuable for understanding
both historical context and contemporary challenges.

3. The Shaping of American Higher Education: Emergence and Growth of the
Contemporary System
Edited by Arthur M. Cohen and Florence B. Brawer, this collection of essays
examines critical periods in the growth of American higher education. It
addresses structural changes, curricular reforms, and the expansion of
enrollment during the 19th and 20th centuries. The volume offers insights
into how higher education responded to social, economic, and political
pressures.

4. College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be
Andrew Delbanco’s reflective work explores the mission and purpose of
American colleges throughout history. He discusses the tension between
vocational training and liberal education and advocates for a renewed
commitment to intellectual inquiry and civic engagement. Delbanco’s book is
both a history and a call to action for higher education’s future.

5. The University in American Life
Roger L. Geiger’s book traces the role of universities in shaping American
society, focusing on their development as research institutions and centers
of innovation. It examines the interplay between universities and government,
industry, and culture. Geiger provides a nuanced understanding of how
universities have influenced and been influenced by broader societal changes.



6. Land-Grant Colleges and the Reshaping of American Higher Education
Paul A. C. Koistinen discusses the significance of the land-grant college
movement in expanding access to higher education in the United States. The
book highlights the Morrill Acts and their impact on agricultural and
technical education. It also explores how land-grant institutions helped
democratize education and promote practical knowledge.

7. Academia and the Supreme Court: Higher Education in American Law
This book by David L. Hudson Jr. explores landmark Supreme Court cases that
have shaped policies and practices in American higher education. It covers
issues such as affirmative action, free speech, and institutional governance.
The work offers an important legal perspective on the development and
challenges of higher education in the U.S.

8. Higher Education in America
Authored by Derek Bok, former president of Harvard University, this book
reflects on the achievements, challenges, and future directions of American
higher education. Bok discusses topics like access, affordability, academic
freedom, and the role of universities in society. It provides an insider’s
view of the complexities facing contemporary higher education.

9. The Origins and Development of the American College and University
This book by John R. Thelin (different from his other work) delves into the
early foundations and growth of colleges and universities in America. It
highlights the influence of religious, political, and economic factors on
institutional development. The text is essential for understanding the
historical roots of the American higher education system.
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  development of american higher education: The Shaping of American Higher Education
Arthur M. Cohen, Carrie B. Kisker, 2009-11-19 THE SHAPING OF AMERICAN HIGHER EDUCATION
SECOND EDITION When the first edition of The Shaping of American Higher Education was
published it was lauded for its historical perspective and in-depth coverage of current events that
provided an authoritative, comprehensive account of??the history of higher education in the United
States. As in the first edition, this book tracks trends and important issues in eight key areas:
student access, faculty professionalization, curricular expansion, institutional growth, governance,
finance, research, and outcomes. Thoroughly revised and updated, the volume is filled with critical
new data; recent information from specialized sources on faculty, student admissions, and
management practices; and an entirely new section that explores privatization, corporatization, and
accountability from the mid-1990s to the present. This second edition also includes end-of-chapter
questions for guidance, reflection, and study.???? Cohen and Kisker do the nation's colleges and
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universities a much needed service by authoring this volume. The highly regarded histories of
American higher education have become badly dated. They ignore the last quarter century when
American higher education was transformed. This volume provides comprehensive information on
that era. — Art Levine, president, Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation, and author,
When Hope and Fear Collide: A Portrait of Today's College Student The second edition of The
Shaping of American Higher Education is a treasure trove of information and insight. Cohen and
Kisker provide us with astute and straightforward analysis and commentary on our past, present,
and likely future. This book is invaluable to those seeking to go to the heart of the issues and
challenges confronting higher education. — Judith S. Eaton, president, Council for Higher Education
Accreditation Arthur Cohen and his collaborator have now updated his superb history of American
higher education. It remains masterful, authoritative, comprehensive, and incisive, and guarantees
that this work will stand as the classic required resource for all who want to understand where
higher education came from and where it is going. The new material gives a wise and nuanced
perspective on the current crisis-driven transformations of the higher education industry. — John
Lombardi, president, Louisiana State University System The Shaping of American Higher Education
is distinguished by its systematic approach, comprehensive coverage, and extensive treatment of the
modern era, including the first years of the twenty-first century. In this second edition, Arthur
Cohen??and Carrie Kisker are??especially adept at bringing historical perspective and a balanced
viewpoint to controversial issues of the current era. — Roger L. Geiger, distinguished professor, The
Pennsylvania State University, and author, Knowledge and Money
  development of american higher education: A History of American Higher Education
John R. Thelin, 2004-06-11 Colleges and universities are among the most cherished institutions in
American society - and also among the most controversial. Yet affirmative action and skyrocketing
tuition are only the most recent dissonant issues to emerge. Recounting the many crises and
triumphs in the long history of American higher education, historian John Thelin provides welcome
perspective on this influential aspect of American life. engaging account of the origins and evolution
of America's public and private colleges and universities, emphasizing the notion of saga - the
proposition that institutions are heirs to numerous historical strands and numerous attempts to
address such volatile topics as institutional cost and effectiveness, admissions and access, and the
character of the curriculum. Thelin draws on both official institutional histories and the informal
memories that constitute legends and lore to offer a fresh interpretation of an institutional past that
reaches back to the colonial era and encompasses both well-known colleges and universities and
such understudied institutions as community, women's, and historically black colleges, proprietary
schools, and freestanding professional colleges. struggling to determine what constitutes a
legitimate field of study, reminding readers that Harvard once used its medical school as a safe
place to admit the sons of wealthy alumni who could not pass the undergraduate college admissions
examination and that the University of Pennsylvania once considered the study of history,
government, and economics unworthy of addition to the liberal arts curriculum. Thelin also
addresses the role of local, state, and federal governments in colleges and universities, as well as the
influence of private foundations and other organizations. And through imaginative interpretation of
films, novels, and popular magazines, he illuminates the convoluted relationship between higher
education and American culture.
  development of american higher education: A History of American Higher Education Paul
Westmeyer, 1985
  development of american higher education: A History of American Higher Education John R.
Thelin, 2011-11-15 Colleges and universities are among the most cherished—and
controversial—institutions in the United States. In this updated edition of A History of American
Higher Education, John R. Thelin offers welcome perspective on the triumphs and crises of this
highly influential sector in American life. Thelin’s work has distinguished itself as the most
wide-ranging and engaging account of the origins and evolution of America's institutions of higher
learning. This edition brings the discussion of perennial hot-button issues such as big-time sports



programs up to date and addresses such current areas of contention as the changing role of
governing boards and the financial challenges posed by the economic downturn.
  development of american higher education: The American College and University
Frederick Rudolph, 2011-07-01 First published in 1962, Frederick Rudolph's groundbreaking study,
The American College and University, remains one of the most useful and significant works on the
history of higher education in America. Bridging the chasm between educational and social history,
this book was one of the first to examine developments in higher education in the context of the
social, economic, and political forces that were shaping the nation at large. Surveying higher
education from the colonial era through the mid-twentieth century, Rudolph explores a multitude of
issues from the financing of institutions and the development of curriculum to the education of
women and blacks, the rise of college athletics, and the complexities of student life. In his foreword
to this new edition, John Thelin assesses the impact that Rudolph's work has had on higher
education studies. The new edition also includes a bibliographic essay by Thelin covering significant
works in the field that have appeared since the publication of the first edition. At a time when our
educational system as a whole is under intense scrutiny, Rudolph's seminal work offers an important
historical perspective on the development of higher education in the United States.
  development of american higher education: Higher Education in Transition Willis Rudy,
2017-07-05 At a time when our colleges and universities face momentous questions of new growth
and direction, the republication of Higher Education in Transition is more timely than ever.
Beginning with colonial times, the authors trace the development of our college and university
system chronologically, in terms of men and institutions. They bring into focus such major areas of
concern as curriculum, administration, academic freedom, and student life. They tell their story with
a sharp eye for the human values at stake and the issues that will be with us in the future.One gets a
sense not only of temporal sequence by centuries and decades but also of unity and continuity by a
review of major themes and topics. Rudy's new chapters update developments in higher education
during the last twenty years. Higher Education in Transition continues to have significance not only
for those who work in higher education, but for everyone interested in American ideas, traditions,
and social and intellectual history.
  development of american higher education: The History of American Higher Education
Roger L. Geiger, 2016-09-06 This book tells the compelling saga of American higher education from
the founding of Harvard College in 1636 to the outbreak of World War II. The author traces how
colleges and universities were shaped by the shifting influences of culture, the emergence of new
career opportunities, and the unrelenting advancement of knowledge. He describes how colonial
colleges developed a unified yet diverse educational tradition capable of weathering the social
upheaval of the Revolution as well as the evangelical fervor of the Second Great Awakening. He
shows how the character of college education in different regions diverged significantly in the years
leading up to the Civil War - for example, the state universities of the antebellum South were
dominated by the sons of planters and their culture - and how higher education was later
revolutionized by the land-grant movement, the growth of academic professionalism, and the
transformation of campus life by students. By the beginning of the Second World War, the standard
American university had taken shape, setting the stage for the postwar education boom. The author
moves through each era, exploring the growth of higher education.
  development of american higher education: The Fifth Wave Michael M. Crow, William B.
Dabars, 2020-04-14 Out of the crises of American higher education emerges a new class of
large-scale public universities designed to accelerate social change through broad access to
world-class knowledge production and cutting-edge technological innovation. America's research
universities lead the world in discovery, creativity, and innovation—but are captive to a set of design
constraints that no longer aligns with the changing needs of society. Their commitment to discovery
and innovation, which is carried out largely in isolation from the socioeconomic challenges faced by
most Americans, threatens to impede the capacity of these institutions to contribute decisively and
consistently to the collective good. The global preeminence of our leading institutions, moreover,



does not correlate with overall excellence in American higher education. Sadly, admissions practices
that flatly exclude the majority of academically qualified applicants are now the norm in our leading
universities, both public and private. In The Fifth Wave, Michael M. Crow and William B. Dabars
argue that colleges and universities need to be comprehensively redesigned in order to educate
millions more qualified students while leveraging the complementarities between discovery and
accessibility. Building on the themes of their prior collaboration, Designing the New American
University, this book examines the historical development of American higher education—the first
four waves—and describes the emerging standard of institutions that will transform the field. What
must emerge in this Fifth Wave of universities, Crow and Dabars posit, are institutions that are
responsive to the needs of students, focused on access, embedded in their regions, and committed to
solving global problems. The Fifth Wave in American higher education, Crow and Dabars write,
comprises an emerging league of colleges and universities that aspires to accelerate positive social
outcomes through the seamless integration of world-class knowledge production with cutting-edge
technological innovation. This set of institutions is dedicated to the advancement of accessibility to
the broadest possible demographic that is representative of the socioeconomic and intellectual
diversity of our nation. Recognizing the fact that both cooperation and competition between
universities is essential if higher education hopes to truly serve the needs of the nation, Fifth Wave
schools like Arizona State University are already beginning to spearhead a network spanning
academia, business and industry, government agencies and laboratories, and civil society
organizations. Drawing from a variety of disciplines, including design, economics, public policy,
organizational theory, science and technology studies, sociology, and even cognitive psychology and
epistemology, The Fifth Wave is a must-read for anyone concerned with the future of higher
education in our society.
  development of american higher education: American Higher Education Since World
War II Roger L. Geiger, 2021-05-25 Geiger provides an in-depth history of the remarkable
transformation of higher education in the United States in the decades after World War II, taking
readers from the GI Bill and the postwar expansion of higher education to the social upheaval of the
1960s and 1970s, desegregation and coeducation, and the challenges confronting American colleges
today. Shedding light on the tensions and triumphs of an era of rapid change, the author shows how
American universities emerged after the war as the world's most successful system for the
advancement of knowledge, how the pioneering of mass higher education led to the goal of higher
education for all, and how the selectivity sweepstakes for admission to the most elite schools has
resulted in increased stratification today. Geiger identifies 1980 as a turning point when the link
between research and economic development stimulated a revival in academic research--and the
ascendancy of the modern research university--that continues to the present. Sweeping in scope, this
book demonstrates how growth has been the defining feature of modern higher education, but how
each generation since the war has pursued it for different reasons. It provides the context we need
to understand the complex issues facing our colleges and universities today, from rising inequality
and skyrocketing costs to deficiencies in student preparedness and lax educational standards.
--From publisher description.
  development of american higher education: The Shaping of American Higher Education
Arthur M. Cohen, 1998 Cohen organizes the book around a unique matrix of trends, topics, and eras
that enables the reader either to proceed chapter by chapter through a chronological sequence of
the entire history, or to easily follow a preferred topic, such as faculty or curriculum, by reading only
that specific section in each era.
  development of american higher education: Exploring The Heritage Of American
Higher Education Grady E. Bogue, Jeffery Aper, 2000 University administrators, faculty, and
students of higher education will find this volume an exceptional resource for understanding the
history and politics behind U.S. higher education. Unique in their presentation, the authors address
the policies, debates, and criticism that have shaped higher education.
  development of american higher education: American Higher Education Richard



Hofstadter, Wilson Smith, Francis Wilson Smith, 1961
  development of american higher education: A People’s History of American Higher
Education Philo A. Hutcheson, 2019-06-19 This pathbreaking textbook addresses key issues which
have often been condemned to exceptions and footnotes—if not ignored completely—in historical
considerations of U.S. higher education; particularly race, ethnicity, gender, and class. Organized
thematically, this book builds from the ground up, shedding light on the full, diverse range of
institutions—including small liberal arts schools, junior and community colleges, black and white
women’s colleges, black colleges, and state colleges—that have been instrumental in creating the
higher education system we know today. A People’s History of American Higher Education surveys
the varied characteristics of the diverse populations constituting or striving for the middle class
through educational attainment, providing a narrative that unites often divergent historical fields.
The author engages readers in a powerful, revised understanding of what institutions and
participants beyond the oft-cited elite groups have done for American higher education. A People’s
History of American Higher Education focuses on those participants who may not have been
members of elite groups, yet who helped push elite institutions and the country as a whole.
Hutcheson introduces readers to both social and intellectual history, providing invaluable
perspectives and methodologies for graduate students and faculty members alike. This essential
history of American higher education brings a fresh perspective to the field, challenging the
accepted ways of thinking historically about colleges and universities.
  development of american higher education: Higher Education in Transition John Brubacher,
2017 At a time when our colleges and universities face momentous questions of new growth and
direction, the republication of Higher Education in Transition is more timely than ever. Beginning
with colonial times, the authors trace the development of our college and university system
chronologically, in terms of men and institutions. They bring into focus such major areas of concern
as curriculum, administration, academic freedom, and student life. They tell their story with a sharp
eye for the human values at stake and the issues that will be with us in the future. One gets a sense
not only of temporal sequence by centuries and decades but also of unity and continuity by a review
of major themes and topics. Rudy's new chapters update developments in higher education during
the last twenty years. Higher Education in Transition continues to have significance not only for
those who work in higher education, but for everyone interested in American ideas, traditions, and
social and intellectual history.--Provided by publisher.
  development of american higher education: American Higher Education, Second Edition
Christopher J. Lucas, 2006-04-02 The roots of controversy surrounding higher education in the US
extend deep into the past. This original, incisive history goes far in offering a needed sense of
perspective on current debates over such issues as access, costs, academic quality, social equity,
and curricula. Eminently readable and always lively, this timely historical account is sure to be an
invaluable resource for assessing the present condition and future prospects of American colleges
and universities.
  development of american higher education: The History of Higher Education Association
for the Study of Higher Education, 1997 The History of Higher Education combines classic readings
with the most recent research on the history of American colleges and universities. This book covers
five historical periods in the evolution of higher education from the time of the American colonies to
the 1970s. The goal of this informative reader is to build a working historical knowledge base of the
opportunities and problems confronting American higher education.
  development of american higher education: For the Common Good Charles Dorn,
2017-06-06 Are colleges and universities in a period of unprecedented disruption? Is a bachelor's
degree still worth the investment? Are the humanities coming to an end? What, exactly, is higher
education good for? In For the Common Good, Charles Dorn challenges the rhetoric of America's
so-called crisis in higher education by investigating two centuries of college and university history.
From the community college to the elite research university—in states from California to
Maine—Dorn engages a fundamental question confronted by higher education institutions ever since



the nation's founding: Do colleges and universities contribute to the common good? Tracking
changes in the prevailing social ethos between the late eighteenth and early twenty-first centuries,
Dorn illustrates the ways in which civic-mindedness, practicality, commercialism, and affluence
influenced higher education's dedication to the public good. Each ethos, long a part of American
history and tradition, came to predominate over the others during one of the four chronological
periods examined in the book, informing the character of institutional debates and telling the
definitive story of its time. For the Common Good demonstrates how two hundred years of political,
economic, and social change prompted transformation among colleges and universities—including
the establishment of entirely new kinds of institutions—and refashioned higher education in the
United States over time in essential and often vibrant ways.
  development of american higher education: History of American Higher Education Margaret
Cain McCarthy, 2011 History of American Higher Education documents the fascinating evolution of
American colleges and universities, touching on the historical events that shaped them, from the
colonial era through the early twenty-first century. Throughout history, higher education has played
an important role in the transmission of cultural identity from one generation to the next. This book
outlines how, as the colonists transitioned from English rule to independence, a unique American
culture began to develop and institutions of higher education evolved to prepare leaders with the
intellectual and practical skills necessary to build a nation. Eventually, faith in science created an
expansive knowledge industry, and the notion that an educated citizenry was required for an
effective democracy expanded and diversified educational opportunities. Complete with a
bibliography, this primer is an excellent and comprehensive source of information on the history and
organization of higher education in the United States.
  development of american higher education: American Higher Education, Second
Edition Christopher J. Lucas, 2016-04-30 The roots of controversy surrounding higher education in
the US extend deep into the past. This original, incisive history goes far in offering a needed sense of
perspective on current debates over such issues as access, costs, academic quality, social equity,
and curricula. Eminently readable and always lively, this timely historical account is sure to be an
invaluable resource for assessing the present condition and future prospects of American colleges
and universities.
  development of american higher education: Essential Documents in the History of American
Higher Education John R. Thelin, 2021-07-06 The thoroughly updated second edition of this dynamic
and thoughtful collection focuses on the issues that have shaped American higher education in the
past decade. Essential Documents in the History of American Higher Education, designed to be used
alongside John R. Thelin's A History of American Higher Education or on its own, presents a rich
collection of primary sources that chart the social, intellectual, political, and cultural history of
American colleges and universities from the seventeenth century to the present. The documents are
organized in sections that parallel the chapters in A History both chronologically and thematically,
and sections are introduced with brief headnotes establishing the context for each source. This
updated edition of Essential Documents focuses on the issues that have shaped American higher
education in the past decade, from congressional investigations into endowments and court cases
about paying student-athletes to accounts of campus protests over racial discrimination and adjuncts
struggling in the gig economy. From the successful fund-raising campaigns of 2014 to the closing of
campuses because of the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020, the book also includes • a new tenth chapter,
Prominence and Problems: American Higher Education since 2010, and an updated introduction; • a
number of landmark documents, including the charter for the College of Rhode Island (1764), the
Morrill Land Grand Act (1862), the GI Bill (1944), and the Knight Commission Report on College
Sports (2010); and • lively firsthand accounts by students and teachers that tell what it was like to
be a Harvard student in the 1700s, to participate in the campus riots of the 1960s, to be a female
college athlete in the 1970s, or to enroll at UCLA as an economically disadvantaged Latina in the
1990s. Thelin even stretches the usual bounds of documentary sources, incorporating popular pieces
by Robert Benchley and James Thurber on their own college days as well as an excerpt from



Groucho Marx's screwball film Horse Feathers. What emerges is a complex and nuanced collection
that reflects the richness of more than three centuries of American higher education.
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