
dictionary of ancient deities book
dictionary of ancient deities book serves as an invaluable resource for
scholars, historians, mythology enthusiasts, and students seeking
comprehensive information about the gods, goddesses, and supernatural beings
worshiped in ancient cultures. This type of reference offers detailed entries
that illuminate the origins, attributes, stories, and cultural significance
of deities from diverse civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece,
Rome, India, and beyond. The dictionary format provides quick access to
concise yet informative descriptions, making it an essential tool for anyone
studying ancient religions, mythologies, or cultural histories. Additionally,
these books often include cross-references and thematic groupings to help
readers draw connections between different mythological systems. This article
explores the key features of a dictionary of ancient deities book, its uses,
notable editions, and tips for selecting the right reference for academic or
personal study.
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Understanding the Dictionary of Ancient Deities
Book
A dictionary of ancient deities book is a specialized reference work focused
on cataloging and describing the pantheons, mythologies, and religious
figures from antiquity. Unlike general encyclopedias, this type of dictionary
zeroes in on divine beings and their cultural contexts, offering detailed
insights into their worship, symbolism, and mythic narratives. These books
typically cover a wide chronological and geographical range, encompassing
deities from the Bronze Age civilizations to the classical and early medieval
periods.



Scope and Coverage
Such dictionaries aim to be comprehensive, including major gods and goddesses
as well as lesser-known spirits, demigods, and mythological creatures
associated with divine realms. Entries vary in length but generally provide
essential information such as the deity’s name, origin, attributes,
iconography, associated myths, and historical significance.

Target Audience
The primary users of dictionary of ancient deities books include academic
researchers, students of religious studies, history, anthropology, and
literature, as well as casual readers with an interest in mythology. The
accessibility and organization of these references make them suitable for
both in-depth scholarly work and general educational purposes.

Key Features and Content Structure
A well-crafted dictionary of ancient deities book is characterized by clear
organization, authoritative content, and the inclusion of cross-references to
facilitate deeper exploration. Understanding these features helps users
navigate the material effectively.

Alphabetical Arrangement and Entries
Most dictionaries arrange entries alphabetically by deity name to allow quick
lookup. Each entry typically includes:

Pronunciation guides or alternate spellings

Cultural or regional origin

Mythological roles and domains (e.g., god of war, goddess of fertility)

Historical context and worship practices

Iconographic depictions and symbols

Relevant myths and stories

References to primary sources and scholarly works



Cross-References and Thematic Groupings
To enhance usability, many dictionaries include cross-references between
related deities or mythological traditions. Some editions also provide
thematic sections or appendices grouping deities by culture, function, or
era, enabling comparative study.

Significance for Researchers and Enthusiasts
The dictionary of ancient deities book holds significant value in multiple
fields of study and interests. It serves as an authoritative guide to better
understanding the religious and mythological imagination of ancient peoples.

Academic Research and Teaching
In academic settings, these dictionaries support research in areas such as
comparative mythology, archaeology, theology, and cultural history. They
offer reliable summaries of deities’ characteristics and help contextualize
archaeological findings or ancient texts.

Mythology Enthusiasts and Writers
For enthusiasts and creative professionals, a dictionary of ancient deities
book provides a rich source of inspiration and factual grounding. Writers,
game designers, and artists often consult these works to incorporate
authentic mythological elements into their creations.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage
By documenting deities from diverse traditions, these books contribute to the
preservation and dissemination of cultural heritage, facilitating
understanding across generations and cultures.

Notable Editions and Publishers
Several authoritative dictionaries of ancient deities have been published by
reputable academic presses. These editions vary in scope, style, and depth
but share a commitment to scholarly rigor.

Prominent Titles

The Dictionary of Ancient Deities by Michael Jordan – Known for its



comprehensive coverage of deities from a wide range of cultures.

Encyclopedia of Gods by Michael Jordan – A well-illustrated volume
providing concise entries.

Gods and Goddesses of the Ancient World by various scholars – Often used
in academic libraries for its detailed contextual information.

Dictionary of Mythology editions focused on specific regions, such as
Greek, Egyptian, or Norse mythology.

Publishing Houses
Leading academic publishers such as Oxford University Press, Routledge, and
Thames & Hudson frequently release well-researched dictionaries of ancient
deities, ensuring the reliability and academic credibility of the content.

How to Choose the Right Dictionary of Ancient
Deities Book
Selecting the most suitable dictionary depends on the user’s needs, whether
for academic study, casual interest, or creative projects.

Consider the Scope and Focus
Some dictionaries specialize in particular geographic regions or mythologies,
while others provide a global overview. Users should select a book aligned
with their area of interest.

Evaluate the Level of Detail
Entries may range from brief summaries to extensive analyses. Academic
researchers often require detailed entries with citations, whereas casual
readers might prefer concise descriptions.

Check for Supplementary Materials
Maps, genealogical charts, timelines, and indexes can enhance the usability
of a dictionary of ancient deities book, aiding in comprehension and
reference.



Assess the Authoritativeness
Books authored or edited by recognized experts in mythology or ancient
religions offer greater reliability. Reviews and recommendations from
academic sources can guide selection.

Additional Resources and Related Reference
Works
Beyond dictionaries of ancient deities, several related resources can
complement research or study of ancient religions and mythologies.

Mythological Encyclopedias
These broader works cover myths, legends, and folklore alongside deities,
providing a wider cultural context.

Specialized Dictionaries
Dictionaries focusing on specific themes such as symbols, rituals, or sacred
texts can deepen understanding of the religious practices associated with
ancient deities.

Online Databases and Digital Libraries
Modern digital platforms offer searchable collections of ancient texts,
images, and scholarly articles that supplement traditional dictionary
entries.

Reference Lists for Further Reading
Many dictionaries include bibliographies directing readers to primary sources
and advanced studies, facilitating continued research.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of Ancient Deities' book
about?
The 'Dictionary of Ancient Deities' is a comprehensive reference book that
provides detailed entries on gods, goddesses, and mythological figures from



various ancient cultures around the world.

Who is the author of the 'Dictionary of Ancient
Deities'?
The book is authored by Patricia Turner and Charles Russell Coulter, both
respected scholars in mythology and religious studies.

Which ancient cultures are covered in the
'Dictionary of Ancient Deities'?
The book covers a wide range of ancient cultures including Egyptian, Greek,
Roman, Norse, Mesopotamian, Hindu, Celtic, and many others.

Is the 'Dictionary of Ancient Deities' suitable for
academic research?
Yes, it is widely used as a reliable reference by students, scholars, and
enthusiasts studying mythology, religion, and ancient cultures.

Does the 'Dictionary of Ancient Deities' include
illustrations or images?
Some editions of the book include illustrations, maps, and photographs to
help readers better understand the deities and their cultural contexts.

How is the 'Dictionary of Ancient Deities'
organized?
The book is typically organized alphabetically by deity name, with entries
providing descriptions, cultural background, and related myths.

Can the 'Dictionary of Ancient Deities' help in
understanding modern religious practices?
Yes, by exploring the origins and stories of ancient deities, readers can
gain insight into how ancient beliefs have influenced modern religions and
cultural practices.

Where can I purchase the 'Dictionary of Ancient
Deities' book?
The book is available for purchase on major online retailers such as Amazon,
Barnes & Noble, and through various bookstores.



Are there digital or eBook versions of the
'Dictionary of Ancient Deities'?
Yes, digital versions and eBooks of the 'Dictionary of Ancient Deities' are
available on platforms like Kindle, Google Books, and other eBook retailers.

Additional Resources
1. The Encyclopedia of Gods: Over 2,500 Deities of the World
This comprehensive reference book offers detailed entries on thousands of
gods and goddesses from various cultures around the world. It explores their
origins, attributes, and significance within ancient mythologies. The book is
ideal for readers interested in comparative mythology and religious studies.

2. Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes
Written by Edith Hamilton, this classic work presents stories from Greek,
Roman, and Norse mythology. It provides a vivid retelling of ancient myths,
highlighting the roles and personalities of various deities. The book serves
as an accessible introduction to the mythological world of ancient gods.

3. Dictionary of Celtic Myth and Legend
This dictionary focuses specifically on the deities, heroes, and mythical
creatures of Celtic traditions. It includes detailed descriptions of ancient
Celtic gods, their domains, and associated legends. The book is a valuable
resource for those studying Celtic culture and mythology.

4. The Routledge Dictionary of Gods and Goddesses, Devils and Demons
Offering an extensive catalog of supernatural beings from global mythologies,
this dictionary covers deities as well as other spiritual entities. It
provides historical context, etymology, and cultural significance for each
entry. The work is particularly useful for scholars of religion and folklore.

5. Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt
This book delves into the pantheon of Egyptian deities, exploring their roles
in mythology, religion, and daily life. It includes detailed descriptions,
images, and interpretations of gods such as Ra, Isis, and Osiris. Readers
gain insight into how these figures shaped ancient Egyptian civilization.

6. Handbook of Norse Mythology
Focusing on the gods, goddesses, and mythic beings of Norse tradition, this
handbook provides an overview of their stories and significance. It covers
major figures like Odin, Thor, and Freyja, along with lesser-known deities.
The book is a concise guide for enthusiasts of Scandinavian myth.

7. Japanese Mythology: A to Z
This reference work compiles the deities, spirits, and legendary creatures
from Japanese folklore and Shinto beliefs. It provides clear explanations of
each figure’s attributes and their place in cultural stories. The book is an
excellent resource for those interested in East Asian mythologies.



8. The Oxford Dictionary of World Mythology
Encompassing myths from across the globe, this dictionary includes entries on
ancient deities from diverse cultures. It offers scholarly yet accessible
descriptions and cross-references to related myths and legends. The volume
serves as a broad resource for understanding global mythological traditions.

9. Gods, Demons and Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia
This illustrated guide explores the complex pantheon of Sumerian, Babylonian,
and Assyrian deities. It discusses their iconography, myths, and religious
significance in Mesopotamian society. The book is valuable for readers
interested in one of the world’s earliest known civilizations and its divine
figures.
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in Sumero-Akkadian mythology, entries offer descriptions of each demon's origins, appearance and
cultural significance. Also included are descriptions of the demonic and diabolical members making
up the hierarchy of Hell and the numerous species of demons that, according to various folklores,
mythologies, and religions, populate the earth and plague mankind. Very thoroughly indexed.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Encyclopedia of Ancient Deities Charles Russell
Coulter, Patricia Turner, 2021-12-06 Throughout history, humans have pondered the question of
their existence. In nearly every society, part of the answer has included some form of god or
goddess. For the Mayans, one such deity was Ajtzak, who tried to create humans from wood; for the
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Yorubas of Africa, Shango controlled the thunder and lightning. The Chinese of the Shang dynasty
era worshipped Shang Ti. Evil deities were also part of the answer, as in the case of the Kuvera, the
Hindu chief of evil in the Vedic period, and Tu, the Persian or Islamic demon of fatal accidents. All of
the known ancient gods, many heretofore obscure or known only from mythological literature, are
included in this exhaustive reference work. The focus is on their origins, histories, and functions.
The people who believed in each deity are identified, along with alternate names or spellings both
old and modern. The descriptions that follow are of the functions, origins and physical nature of the
deities. Extensive cross references are provided for alternate spellings and names.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Game of Queens India Edghill, 2015-09 The story of
power and treachery, blood and deception, bravery and romance that surrounds the court of
Ahasuerus and two of the most celebrated female heroines in all of history----
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Babylon Religion David W. Daniels, 2011 This is a history
of goddess-worship. Written like a graphic novel, this well-researched book shows how goddess
worship morphed through the centuries until it climaxed in its present most common form: the
worship of the Virgin Mary. In different cultures, the names were different, but the goddess was the
same. She was the Queen of Heaven, the mother of the god. She became the Mediatrix through
whom all must go to reach their god.Author David Daniels is a stickler for research, so no one will be
surprised to find a 30-page section of End Notes, as well as annotated bibliography. You can check
out his facts for yourself! It's a heavy subject, but the illustrations by Jack T Chick help to make the
story flow, and a lot easier for the casual reader to understand.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Ann Bingham, 2004-01-01 South and Meso-America gave
rise to several major civilizations in the region that today encompasses 21 countries. The mythology
that emerged from this land of extremes is rich with stories of floods and fires, horrific monsters,
heroes who help create the world before their fathers are born, and a host of gods and goddesses
who are alternately jealous, kind, evil, and arrogant. South and Meso-American Mythology A to Z is a
clearly written reference guide to these mythical traditions. Containing 41 illustrations, four maps, a
time line, a bibliography, an index, and extensive cross-references, South and Meso-American
Mythology A to Z is a comprehensive and accessible reference guide for anyone interested in
learning more about South and Meso-American myths, traditions, and beliefs.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Fear within Melting Boundaries , 2020-05-18 This
volume is comprised of a group of essays presented at the 4th Global Conference on Fear, Horror &
Terror. Employing interdisciplinary approaches, this volume is comprised of works ranging from
film, gaming and literary analysis to history, (geo)political, and social sciences utilizing an
assortment of theoretical approaches.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Invented History, Fabricated Power Barry Wood,
2020-11-16 Invented History, Fabricated Power begins with an examination of prehistoric beliefs (in
spirits, souls, mana, orenda) that provided personal explanation and power through ritual and
shamanism among tribal peoples. On this foundation, spiritual power evolved into various kinds of
divine sanction for kings and emperors (Sumerian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Indian, Chinese and
Japanese). As kingships expanded into empires, fictional histories and millennia-long genealogies
developed that portrayed imperial superiority and greatness. Supernatural events and miracles were
attached to religious founders (Hebrew, Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, Islamic). A unique variation
developed in the Roman Church which fabricated papal power through forgeries in the first
millennium CE and the later “doctrine of discovery” which authorized European domination and
conquest around the world during the Age of Exploration. Elaborate fabrications continued with epic
histories and literary cycles from the Persians, Ethiopians, Franks, British, Portuguese, and Iroquois
Indians. Both Marxists and Nazis created doctrinal texts which passed for economic or political
explanations but were in fact self-aggrandizing narratives that eventually collapsed. The book ends
with the idealistic goals of the current liberal democratic way of life, pointing to its limitations as a
sustaining narrative, along with numerous problems threatening its viability over the long term.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Book of Mormon Onomasticon & Theological Word Study



Robert F. Smith, 2024-12-31 Complete list of Book of Mormon words and names (and their variants),
with likely etymologies offered -- including theological words and concepts.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Encyclopedia of Giants and Humanoids in Myth, Legend
and Folklore Theresa Bane, 2016-05-26 Every culture has in its folklore and mythology beings of
immense size and strength, as well as other preternatural humanoids great or small who walk
among us, serving the divine or fulfilling their own agendas. This book catalogs the lore and legends
of more than 1,000 different humanoid species and individual beings, including the Titans, Valkyries,
Jotnar, yōkai, biblical giants, elves, ogres, trolls and many more.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: American Reference Books Annual Juneal M. Chenoweth,
2019-06-24 Read professional, fair reviews by practicing academic, public, and school librarians and
subject-area specialists that will enable you to make the best choices from among the latest
reference resources. This newest edition of American Reference Books Annual (ARBA) provides
librarians with insightful, critical reviews of print and electronic reference resources released or
updated in 2017-2018, as well as some from 2019 that were received in time for review in the
publication. By using this invaluable guide to consider both the positive and negative aspects of each
resource, librarians can make informed decisions about which new reference resources are most
appropriate for their collections and their patrons' needs. Collection development librarians who are
working with limited budgets—as is the case in practically every library today—will be able to
maximize the benefit from their monetary resources by selecting what they need most for their
collection, while bypassing materials that bring limited value to their specific environment.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Encyclopedia of Fairies in World Folklore and
Mythology Theresa Bane, 2013-08-28 Fairies have been revered and feared, sometimes
simultaneously, throughout recorded history. This encyclopedia of concise entries, from the
A-senee-ki-waku of northeastern North America to the Zips of Central America and Mexico, includes
more than 2,500 individual beings and species of fairy and nature spirits from a wide range of
mythologies and religions from all over the globe.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Encyclopedia of Beasts and Monsters in Myth, Legend and
Folklore Theresa Bane, 2016-05-09 Here there be dragons--this notation was often made on ancient
maps to indicate the edges of the known world and what lay beyond. Heroes who ventured there
were only as great as the beasts they encountered. This encyclopedia contains more than 2,200
monsters of myth and folklore, who both made life difficult for humans and fought by their side.
Entries describe the appearance, behavior, and cultural origin of mythic creatures well-known and
obscure, collected from traditions around the world.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Hades Kayleen Reusser, 2010-06 Stories of Hades, the god
of the underworld, are full of love, jealousy, heroes, beauty, and justice. Read how this god of the
Netherworld carved a crusty, remote, yet distinctly different character that rivals all others in Greek
and Roman mythology.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: The Spellcaster's Reference Eileen Holland, 2009-10-01
Need to bless a newborn babe? Wondering what color candle to use for a winter handfasting? What
herbs are best to use when the Moon is in Cancer? Magick is intent, but any witch will tell you that
intent requires forethought and preparation. And even the most seasoned ritualist needs a reference
to determine the best timing and most powerful ingredients for their magical work. From Solstice to
Saturday to Seven O’ Clock, from Vervain to Mandrake to Amber, using the right magickal
correspondences strengthens any spell, ceremony, or ritual. Here Eileen Holland has gathered
together a wealth of magickal knowledge, complete with everything from hours, days, weeks, and
astrological alignment to proper corresponding plants, animals, oils, herbs, and deities, and
compiled them into the ultimate reference book for anyone seeking guidance in creating their own
enchantments. Includes a glossary of less familiar terms and deities, as well as a glossary of
ingredients.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Encyclopedia of Vampire Mythology Theresa Bane,
2017-02-10 From the earliest days of oral history to the present, the vampire myth persists among



mankind's deeply-rooted fears. This encyclopedia, with entries ranging from Abchanchu to Zmeus,
includes nearly 600 different species of historical and mythological vampires, fully described and
detailed.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Goddesses for Every Day Julie Loar, 2011 Throughout
time, people have turned to goddesses as symbols of what they seek -- from abundance to healing,
from protection to passion. Building on the resurgence of interest in the Divine Feminine, Julie Loar
presents the qualities and origins of an international array of these deities, along with powerful
suggestions for putting their attributes to practical use. In a daily-reflection format, she gracefully
aligns the goddesses with the cycles of nature and the signs of the zodiac. If you are struggling to
attain a goal, call on the Nepalese goddess Chomolungma, as the sherpas climbing Mount Everest
have done for generations. Or, for good luck, invoke the Roman goddess Fortuna, the inspiration
behind gambling's wheel of fortune. With 366 goddesses to choose from, you will find a deity to call
upon for every aspiration and need.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: The Bumper Book of Bravery Charlie Norton,
2012-04-24 The Bumper Book of Bravery recounts tales of incredible courage the world over, from
the mythical to the modern, and from New York to New Zealand: Take to the seas and marvel at the
first voyage around the world. Dare to go deeper and discover record-setting underwater feats, as
well as the French free-diver who refused to learn her limits. Stay on land with Samurai warriors,
Roman emperor gladiators and Genghis Khan's lethal Mongolian army. Reach for the skies through
balloonists, fantastic flying machines and female fighter pilots. Go underground with the ultimate
masters of espionage, including Russian spies, honey-traps and ruthless CIA-trained Tibetan agents.
From ocean depths to giddy heights and everything in between, The Bumper Book of Bravery will
awaken the adventurer and hero inside of us all.
  dictionary of ancient deities book: Collins' Graphic English dictionary, ed. by A.M.
Williams Collins William sons and co, ltd, 1903
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