dictatorship formation

dictatorship formation is a complex political process characterized by the
consolidation of power into the hands of a single ruler or a small group,
often bypassing democratic norms and institutions. This phenomenon has
occurred throughout history under various socio-political and economic
conditions, resulting in authoritarian regimes that centralize control and
limit political freedoms. Understanding the pathways and mechanisms of
dictatorship formation is crucial for comprehending how authoritarian
governments establish and maintain their dominance. This article explores the
key factors contributing to dictatorship formation, the historical contexts
in which it arises, and the methods used to solidify autocratic rule.
Additionally, it examines the impact of dictatorship formation on society,
governance, and international relations. The following sections provide a
detailed analysis of these aspects in an organized framework.

e Factors Leading to Dictatorship Formation
e Historical Examples of Dictatorship Formation
e Mechanisms and Strategies of Consolidating Power

e Consequences of Dictatorship Formation

Factors Leading to Dictatorship Formation

The formation of a dictatorship often results from a confluence of political,
social, and economic factors that create an environment conducive to
authoritarian rule. These underlying causes vary but frequently involve
instability and crises that undermine democratic institutions.

Political Instability and Weak Institutions

Political chaos, frequent government changes, and weak institutional
frameworks can erode public trust in democratic processes. In such
environments, charismatic or opportunistic leaders may exploit power vacuums
to establish dictatorial regimes.

Economic Crisis and Social Unrest

Economic downturns, high unemployment, and social inequality often generate
widespread dissatisfaction. These conditions increase the appeal of
authoritarian leaders who promise stability, order, and economic revival



through centralized control.

Threats from External and Internal Enemies

Perceived threats, whether real or exaggerated, from foreign powers or
internal opposition groups can be used to justify the suspension of civil
liberties and the expansion of executive power during dictatorship formation.

Role of Military and Security Forces

The support or acquiescence of military and security institutions is critical
in dictatorship formation. Authoritarian leaders frequently rely on these
forces to suppress dissent and maintain control.

Political instability weakens democratic governance

Economic crises create public demand for strong leadership

National security fears legitimize authoritarian measures

Military backing enforces the regime’s dominance

Historical Examples of Dictatorship Formation

Throughout history, various dictatorships have emerged under diverse
circumstances. Examining these cases offers insight into the patterns and
triggers of dictatorship formation.

Rise of Fascism in Early 20th Century Europe

The aftermath of World War I saw economic hardship and political
fragmentation in countries like Italy and Germany. Leaders such as Benito
Mussolini and Adolf Hitler capitalized on nationalist sentiments and social
unrest to establish totalitarian regimes.

Communist Dictatorships in the 20th Century

Following revolutionary upheavals, figures like Joseph Stalin in the Soviet
Union consolidated power through party control, purges, and centralized
planning, exemplifying dictatorship formation under communist ideology.



Military Dictatorships in Latin America

In the mid-20th century, countries such as Chile and Argentina experienced
military coups that led to authoritarian regimes. These dictatorships often
justified their rule as necessary to combat perceived communist threats and
restore order.

Contemporary Authoritarian Regimes

Modern examples include regimes that use electoral manipulation, media
control, and repression to sustain power, demonstrating evolved methods of
dictatorship formation in the digital age.

Mechanisms and Strategies of Consolidating
Power

Once a leader initiates dictatorship formation, various mechanisms are
employed to solidify control and neutralize opposition.

Elimination of Political Opposition

Dictatorships often suppress or co-opt political rivals through legal means,
intimidation, imprisonment, or violence to eliminate threats to their
authority.

Control of Media and Propaganda

State control of the media enables the dissemination of propaganda that
legitimizes the regime and shapes public perception, fostering loyalty and
compliance.

Legal and Constitutional Manipulation

Authoritarian leaders frequently alter constitutions or enact laws that
concentrate power, weaken checks and balances, and extend their tenure
indefinitely.

Surveillance and Repression

Extensive security apparatuses monitor citizens, restrict freedoms, and
punish dissent, creating an atmosphere of fear that discourages resistance.



1. Suppress political opponents to prevent challenges
2. Use propaganda to control narratives and public opinion
3. Manipulate legal frameworks to legitimize authoritarian rule

4. Employ surveillance to maintain social control

Consequences of Dictatorship Formation

The establishment of a dictatorship has profound effects on a nation’s
political landscape, society, and international relations.

Impact on Civil Liberties and Human Rights

Dictatorships often curtail freedoms such as speech, assembly, and press,
leading to widespread human rights violations and suppression of dissent.

Economic Implications

While some authoritarian regimes achieve economic growth through centralized
planning, others suffer from corruption, inefficiency, and isolation,
negatively affecting development.

Social and Cultural Effects

Authoritarian rule can foster social polarization, undermine trust in
institutions, and stifle cultural expression due to censorship and
repression.

International Relations and Stability

Dictatorships may provoke regional instability, engage in aggressive foreign
policies, or face international sanctions, influencing global dynamics.

Reduction of political freedoms and human rights abuses

Varied economic outcomes depending on governance quality

Social division and cultural repression

Altered international relations and potential conflicts



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common factors that lead to the
formation of a dictatorship?

Common factors include political instability, economic crises, social unrest,
weak democratic institutions, and the presence of a charismatic leader who
consolidates power.

How does a dictatorship typically form from a
democratic government?

A dictatorship often forms when a leader exploits a crisis or emergency,
suspends democratic processes, eliminates political opposition, and
centralizes authority, thereby undermining democratic institutions.

What role does the military play in the formation of
a dictatorship?

The military can play a crucial role by either supporting a coup to install a
dictator or by backing a leader who promises order and stability, often
leading to the suppression of opposition.

Can economic downturns contribute to the rise of
dictatorships?

Yes, economic hardships can create public dissatisfaction and unrest, which
authoritarian leaders exploit to gain support by promising stability and
economic recovery.

What are the early warning signs of dictatorship
formation in a country?

Early signs include the erosion of press freedom, weakening of judicial
independence, suppression of political opposition, curtailing of civil
liberties, and concentration of power in the executive branch.

How do dictators maintain control after forming a
dictatorship?

Dictators maintain control through propaganda, censorship, repression of
dissent, control of the military and police, manipulation of elections, and
sometimes through patronage networks.



Is dictatorship formation more common in certain
regions or political cultures?

Dictatorship formation can occur anywhere but is more common in regions with
weak democratic traditions, fragile institutions, history of conflict, or
where authoritarianism is culturally tolerated or normalized.

Additional Resources

1. The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert 0. Paxton

This book explores how fascist dictatorships form and consolidate power,
tracing the social and political conditions that facilitate their rise.
Paxton delves into the psychological and structural components of fascism,
analyzing historical examples from Italy, Germany, and beyond. The work
offers a comprehensive framework for understanding the dynamics behind
authoritarian regimes.

2. 0On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century by Timothy Snyder
Timothy Snyder provides a concise guide on how dictatorships emerge and
sustain themselves, drawing lessons from various 20th-century authoritarian
regimes. The book outlines practical advice for recognizing and resisting the
early signs of tyranny. It serves as both a historical study and a call to
vigilance in contemporary politics.

3. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt

A seminal work that examines the roots and development of totalitarian
regimes, focusing on Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia. Arendt investigates
the political, social, and ideological factors that lead to the establishment
of dictatorial power. Her analysis reveals how totalitarianism differs
fundamentally from other forms of oppression.

4. How Democracies Die by Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt

This book analyzes the gradual erosion of democratic institutions that can
lead to the formation of authoritarian regimes. The authors explore patterns
and warning signs, such as the weakening of political norms and the rise of
populist leaders. It offers insight into how dictatorships can emerge from
within democratic systems.

5. Dictatorship: A Study of Personality and Politics by A. James Gregor
Gregor examines the psychological and political traits common among dictators
and their regimes. The book investigates how individual leaders manipulate
political structures to establish and maintain authoritarian rule. It
combines biographical analysis with broader theories of dictatorship
formation.

6. Black Earth: The Holocaust as History and Warning by Timothy Snyder

While primarily focused on the Holocaust, this book also addresses how
totalitarian dictatorships create environments conducive to mass violence and
repression. Snyder discusses the political and ecological conditions that



dictators exploit to consolidate power. The work serves as a warning about
the dangers of unchecked authoritarianism.

7. The Road to Unfreedom: Russia, Europe, America by Timothy Snyder

Snyder explores the contemporary resurgence of authoritarianism and the ways
in which modern dictatorships form through disinformation and political
manipulation. The book traces historical precedents and current events to
illustrate the tactics used to undermine democratic institutions. It is a
timely analysis of dictatorship formation in the 21st century.

8. Autocracy: Rules for Survival by Masha Gessen

Gessen offers an insider’s perspective on how autocratic regimes are built
and maintained, with a focus on Vladimir Putin’s Russia. The book examines
the mechanisms of repression, control, and propaganda that enable
dictatorships to persist. It provides a compelling narrative on the
resilience of autocracy in the modern world.

9. The Dictator’s Handbook: Why Bad Behavior is Almost Always Good Politics
by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith

This book provides a rational choice perspective on how dictators come to
power and stay in control by managing key political coalitions. The authors
argue that dictatorship formation is largely driven by strategic incentives
rather than ideology. The work offers a pragmatic analysis of authoritarian
politics and survival strategies.
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dictatorship formation: Racial Formation in the United States Michael Omi, Howard
Winant, 1994 Discusses racial formation theory, the idea that race is a constructed identity
dependent upon social, economic, and political factors.

dictatorship formation: Mass Dictatorship and Modernity M. Kim, M. Schoenhals, 2013-11-13
Mass Dictatorship and Modernity is the second volume in the 'Mass Dictatorship' series. A
transnational, academic research venture, it interrogates mass dictatorship in a broad historical
context, focusing on the emergence of modernity through interactions of center and periphery,
empire and colony, and democracy and dictatorship on a global scale.

dictatorship formation: State Formation Christian Krohn-Hansen, Knut G. Nustad,
2005-09-20 What is the 'state' and how can we best study it? This book investigates new ways of
analysing the state. The contributors argue that the state is not a fixed and definite object. Our
perceptions of it are constantly changing, and differ from person to person. What is your idea of the
state if you are a refugee? Or if you are living in post-aparteid South Africa? Our perceptions are
formed and sustained by evolving discourses and techniques -- these come from institutions such as
government, but are also made by communities and individuals. The contributors examine how state
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structures are viewed from the inside, by official state bodies, composed of bureaucrats and
politicians; and how these state manifestations are supported, reproduced or transformed at a local
level. An outline of theoretical approaches is followed by nine case studies ranging from South Africa
to Peru to Norway. With a good range of contributors including Cris Shore, Clifton Crais, Ana Alonso
and Bruce Kapferer, this is a comprehensive critical analysis of anthropological approaches to the
study of state formation.

dictatorship formation: Capitalist Dictatorship Milan Zafirovski, 2021-04-26 Milan Zafirovski
identifies and investigates the resurgence of capitalist dictatorship in contemporary society,
especially after 2016. This book introduces the concept of capitalist dictatorship to the academic
audience for the first time. It examines the capitalist dictatorship as a total social system composed
of specific systems such as a coercive economy, repressive polity, illiberal civil society and irrational
culture in contrast to liberal democracy. It also investigates multiple dimensions, forms and
indicators of capitalist dictatorship, and calculates degrees of capitalist dictatorship for
contemporary Western and comparable societies such as OECD countries. Capitalist dictatorship,
including autocracy, Zafirovski argues, is the gravest threat to contemporary democratic society
post-2016.

dictatorship formation: The Palgrave Handbook of Mass Dictatorship Paul Corner, Jie-Hyun
Lim, 2016-09-22 This book offers a fresh and original approach to the study of one of the dominant
features of the twentieth century. Adopting a truly global approach to the realities of modern
dictatorship, this handbook examines the multiple ways in which dictatorship functions - both for the
rulers and for the ruled - and draws on the expertise of more than twenty five distinguished
contributors coming from European, American, and Asian universities. While confronting the
immense complexities of repression and popular response under dictatorship, the volume also poses
a series of wide-ranging questions about the political organization of present-day mass society.

dictatorship formation: Dictatorship and the Electoral Vote Carlos Domper Lasus, 2020-01-02
Why do dictatorships have elections? Dictatorship and the Electoral Vote analyses the role of
elections in two dictatorships that were born in the Era of Fascism but survived up to the 1970s: the
Portuguese New State and Francoism. A comparative study of the electoral vote held by both
dictatorships is revealing at many organizational and structural levels. The multiple political
interactions involved in elections worldwide have been subject to social science scrutiny but rarely
encompass historical context. The analysis of the electoral vote held by Iberian dictatorships is
uniquely placed to link the two. The issues to hand include: drawing of electoral rolls; evolution of
the number of people allowed to vote; candidate selection processes; propaganda methods; impact
on the institutional structure of the regime; the socio-political biographies of the candidates; the
electoral turnout and final tally; relationship between the central and peripheral authorities of the
state; and the viewpoint of regime authorities on the holding of elections. Comparative analysis of all
these issues enables a better understanding of the political nature of these dictatorships as well as a
comprehensive explanation of the historical roots and evolution of the elections these dictatorship
held since 1945. Based on primary archival documents, some of them never previously accessed, the
book offers a detailed explanation of how these dictatorships used elections to consolidate their
political authority and provides a historical approach that allows placing both countries in the
framework of European electoral history and in the history of the political evolution of Iberian
dictatorships between the Axis defeat and their breakdown in the mid-seventies.

dictatorship formation: European Dictatorships 1918-1945 Stephen ]J. Lee, 2012-11-12
European Dictatorships 1918-1945 surveys the extraordinary circumstances leading to, and arising
from, the transformation of over half of Europe’s states to dictatorships between the first and the
second World Wars. It describes the course of dictatorship in Europe before and during the Second
World War, and examines the phenomenon of dictatorship itself and the widely different forms it can
take. From the notorious dictatorships of Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin to less well-known states and
leaders, this book scrutinizes the experiences of Russia, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal, and
Central and Eastern European states. This third edition has been revised throughout to include



recent historical research and contains a completely new chapter on the meaning of dictatorship.
Including new tables, maps and diagrams, this is the perfect survey for all students of the period. To
view the companion website, please visit: www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415454858.

dictatorship formation: Developmental Dictatorship and the Park Chung-hee Era Pyong-ch‘on
Yi, 2006 By examining the most controversial Park Chung-hee period (1961-1979), Developmental
Dictatorship and the Park Chung-hee Era helps the reader rediscover the socioeconomic origins of
modern Korea. The essays in this book written by twelve noted Korean social scientists discuss the
relationship between South Korea's economic development and totalitarianism in the form of the
Park dictatorship. ABOUT THE EDITOR lee Byeong-cheon holds a PhD in economics from Seoul
National University. He is a professor in the Department of Economics and International Trade at
Kangwon National University. Dr. Lee was a visiting professor at University of California, Berkeley.
CONTRIBUTORS Lee Byeong-cheon, Kim Sam-soo, Seo Ick-jin, Yoo Chul-gyue, Lee Sang-cheol, Lee
Joung-woo, Lee Chong-suk, Cho Young-chol, Chin Jung-kwon, Han Hong-koo, Hong Seong-tae, Hong
Yun-gi.

dictatorship formation: Political Theory RC Agarwal, 2004-12 Comprehensively written, this
book presents the political theories, concepts, analysis, thoughts and main currents. The book
begins with introduction to political theory, its history, evolution & approaches while also discussing
forms & organs of Government. It progresses to discuss contemporary political analysis in light of
American concepts and main currents of Political Thought in detail. This book would be extremely
useful for the students pursuing BA Political Science.

dictatorship formation: Origins of Power Struggles Youzheng Li, 2025-03-21 In terms of
humanistic epistemology, the present book presents an empirical-positive view of historical
philosophy, emphasizing that the first cause of power struggles and evil-doings in human history
comes from the human nature rooted in biological substrate, while all related external factors act as
the external conditions or secondary reasons. Therefore, enlightened progress of civilizations
depends on the effective formation of political-legal institutions rather than on the improved
morality that remains the effect of the sociopolitical circumstances. In light of this point of view, the
book reinterprets the causal connections between ancient tyrannies, the Enlightenment, and utopian
socialism, especially representing the paradoxical connections between classical Marxism and
Lenin-Stalinism, and pointing out why 20th century Communist realism betrays rather than inherits
the 19th century Socialist utopianism at the ideal level. Far from being the inheritor of socialist
utopian-idealism, the modern Communist movement is a modernized restoration of the traditional
tyrannies at a much enlarged and more systematic scale.

dictatorship formation: Imagining Mass Dictatorships M. Schoenhals, K. Sarsenov,
2013-08-08 This volume in the series Mass Dictatorship in the Twentieth Century series sees twelve
Swedish, Korean and Japanese scholars, theorists, and historians of fiction and non-fiction probe the
literary subject of life in 20th century mass dictatorships.

dictatorship formation: Class Struggle, Dictatorship and Democracy Xavier Domenech
Sampere, 2025-03-31 In Class Struggle, Dictatorship and Democracy: How the Common People
Defeated Francoism (1939-1979), historian Xavier Doménech Sampere tells the story of Franco’s
dictatorship, the struggle for freedoms and the foundations on which democracy was shaped. From
the perspective of history from below and based on the analysis of the class struggle, Doméenech
offers not only a fascinating insight into the experiences of the workers who suffered one of the
harshest and longest dictatorships in European history but also of the businessmen who benefited
from it. The relationship between social movements and political change and the perspective of class
conflict gives this book a unique perspective for understanding both the dictatorship and the arrival
of democracy and its foundations. Published for the first time in English, Class Struggle,
Dictatorship and Democracy: How the Common People Defeated Francoism (1939-1979) is a must
read for all those interested in the history of fascism, social movements, and political transitions.

dictatorship formation: Revival: Economic Planning in Soviet Russia (1935) F. A Hayek,
Boris Brutzkus, 2018-12-20 The ideas set forth in these pages matured in the authors mind during




the early years of constructive communism in Petrograd. The communist government, intoxicated by
its successes in the counter-revolution, had promised to deal promptly with all economic problems
now that its hands where free to do so. It was at this moment of its greatest triumphs that the author
put forward his contention that the system of Marxian communism, as then conceived,
was-intrinsically unsound and must inevitably break down.

dictatorship formation: Dictators and Dictatorships Natasha M. Ezrow, Erica Frantz,
2011-02-24 Dictators and Dictatorships is a qualitative enquiry into the politics of authoritarian
regimes. It argues that political outcomes in dictatorships are largely a product of leader-elite
relations. Differences in the internal structure of dictatorships affect the dynamics of this
relationship. This book shows how dictatorships differ from one another and the implications of
these differences for political outcomes. In particular, it examines political processes in personalist,
military, single-party, monarchic, and hybrid regimes. The aim of the book is to provide a clear
definition of what dictatorship means, how authoritarian politics works, and what the political
consequences of dictatorship are. It discusses how authoritarianism influences a range of political
outcomes, such as economic performance, international conflict, and leader and regime durability.
Numerous case studies from around the world support the theory and research presented to foster a
better understanding of the inner workings of authoritarian regimes. By combining theory with
concrete political situations, the book will appeal to undergraduate students in comparative politics,
international relations, authoritarian politics, and democratization.

dictatorship formation: Socialism, Democracy and Industrialization Amlan Datta, 2013-04-15
Is it possible to evolve a form of socialism which, while promoting industrial development, will be
merciful to the ideals of democracy? This book attempts to answer this question: first the author
deals with the differing conceptions of socialism and democracy and discusses co-operative
socialism. The he turns to the problem of industrialization; the need for leadership in economic
transition and the role of the concept of property; the capitalist solution; decentralization; and finally
industrialization within the democratic framework.This book raises issues which are as important
now as when it was first published in 1962.

dictatorship formation: “Proletarian Hegemony” in the Chinese Revolution and the
Canton Commune of 1927 S. Bernard Thomas, 2021-01-26 The Communist aim of proletarian
hegemony in the Chinese revolution was given concrete expression through the Canton
Commune—reflected in the policies and strategies that led to the uprising, in the makeup and
program of the Soviet setup in Canton, and in the subsequent assessment of the revolt by the
Comintern and the Chinese Communist Party. “Proletarian Hegemony” in the Chinese Revolution
and the Canton Commune of 1927 describes these developments and, with the further ideological
treatment given the Commune serving as a backdrop, will then examine the continuing evolution
and ultimate transformation of the proletarian line and the concept of proletarian leadership in the
post-1927 history of Chinese Communism. [3]

dictatorship formation: "The Last Hundred Years of World Politics and Social Consulate
Confederation Liberalism" N.K.S.R. Nantu Roy and Salween Roy, 2023-04-04 After First World War
around World, two basic political system evaluated as revolution by the peoples. Before First World
War there was only Royal system and King or Queen ruled remained authority. But after first world
war people’s groups came against royal families and hence two basic system formed. Peoples want
to form government and hence democracy form in European nation and parliamentary system stared
which accelerated to decolonization around world. On the other hand, Russian evolution hold on the
base of Das Kapital. New roots started communism socialistic system that actually political
dictatorial system where politburos remain supreme body by which ruled executed. After Second
World Wars two roots of political system accelerating continued. Two World Wars hold on in
between 20 years gaping and economical condition of colonization countries became so weak and in
their main land political crisis formed. Hence Colonial Ruled collapse and one after other colonies
gave independent by European colonizer. Cold War hold on in between Russia verses UK-USA
alliance. Now we required changes and required Social Consulate Confederation Liberalism system




for World peace and harmony.

dictatorship formation: Archaeology Under Dictatorship Michael L. Galaty, Charles
Watkinson, 2007-03-14 Archaeological knowledge is not created in a vacuum and our understanding
of the past is profoundly affected by political ideologies. In fact, a relationship between politics and
archaeology develops to some degree in every nation, regardless of social and economic
circumstances. The connections between politics and archaeology become most visible, however,
within a totalitarian dictatorship, when a dictator seeks to create and legitimize new state-supported
ideologies. Any dictator may attempt to control and exploit the past, often by directly controlling
archaeologists. The degree to which a nation's archaeological system may continue to be affected
after the fall of the dictator depends upon both the previous regime's ideological position and its
level of dependence upon archaeology, and the response of archaeologists to the regime, collectively
and individually. Archaeology Under Dictatorship demonstrates that the study of archaeology as it
evolved under modern dictatorships is today, more than ever, of critical importance. For example, in
many European countries those who practiced archaeology under dictatorship are retiring or dying.
In some places, their intellectual legacy is being pursued uncritically by a younger generation of
archaeologists. Now is the time, therefore, to understand how archaeologists have supported, and
sometimes subverted, dictatorial political ideologies. In studying archaeology as practiced under
totalitarian dictatorship, that most harsh of political systems, light is shed on the issue of politics and
archaeology generally. This volume aims to provide a theoretical basis for understanding the specific
effects of totalitarian dictatorship upon the practice of archaeology, both during and after the
dictator's reign. The nine essays explore experiences from every corner of the Mediterranean; from
the heartlands of Italy, Spain and Greece, to the less well-known shores of Albania and Libya. With
its wide-rangeof case-studies and strong theoretical orientation, this volume is a major advance in
the study of the history and politics of archaeology. The Mediterranean focus will also make it
thought-provoking reading for classical archaeologists and historians.

dictatorship formation: Redescriptions Pasi Thalainen, 2006 The 2006 volume of
Redescriptions has two main themes, the political principles and practices of democratic political
representation and the temporal dimension of politics, discussed in six articles and two review
articles. Different principles and organizational arrangements play a key role in theories of political
representation, in the democratization of suffrage and in the present debates on the modes of equal
representation of women. The articles discussing the proper time for politics also refer to issues
closely connected to debates on democracy and representation today.

dictatorship formation: Crisis Elections, New Contenders and Government Formation
Anna Bosco, Susannah Verney, 2018-12-07 The parliamentary elections of 2015-16 in Greece, Spain
and Portugal had extraordinary consequences, bringing repeat elections, unprecedented processes
of government formation and uncharted government outcomes. Greece formed a coalition of radical
left and radical right and Portugal its first government supported by the communist party while
Spain took ten months to get a government. These developments are especially astonishing in three
states which in previous decades were a byword for democratic stability. After the transitions
following the fall of their dictatorships in the 1970s, Greece, Spain and Portugal established bipolar
electoral competition and predictable patterns of government formation. But more recently, all three
countries have been in the frontline of the economic crisis and austerity implementation, triggering
electoral realignments and turning the radical left into a major player. This volume offers essential
understanding of the political destabilisation of Southern Europe. It includes detailed analyses of all
five ‘crisis elections’ and of Greece’s bailout referendum. It also provides studies of the five ‘new
contender’ parties (SYRIZA, Podemos, Ciudadanos, the Bloco Esquerda and the Portuguese
Communist Party) which played a key role in government formation for the first time. The chapters
originally published as a special issue in South European Society and Politics.
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