
dewey's educational reform
dewey's educational reform represents a transformative approach to teaching and learning that
emerged in the early 20th century, significantly influencing modern education systems. Rooted in the
philosophy of pragmatism and progressive education, John Dewey emphasized experiential learning,
critical thinking, and the development of democratic citizens. His educational reform challenged
traditional rote memorization and authoritarian teaching methods by advocating for active student
engagement and real-world problem solving. Dewey's ideas have shaped curriculum design,
classroom environments, and pedagogical strategies worldwide. This article explores the historical
context, core principles, implementation, and lasting impact of Dewey's educational reform.
Understanding these dimensions provides essential insights into contemporary educational practices
and ongoing debates about effective schooling.
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Historical Background of Dewey's Educational Reform
The origins of dewey's educational reform trace back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a time
marked by rapid industrialization and social change in the United States. John Dewey, a philosopher
and educator, responded to the rigid, authoritarian schooling prevalent during this era. Traditional
education focused heavily on memorization and passive reception of knowledge, which Dewey found
inadequate for preparing students for democratic citizenship and modern life. His reform was
influenced by pragmatism, emphasizing learning through experience and problem-solving. Dewey's
work at the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools provided a practical setting to test and refine his
educational theories, which later spread to broader educational institutions across the country.

Context of Progressive Education Movement
Dewey’s reform was part of the broader Progressive Education Movement, which sought to make
education more relevant and responsive to societal needs. This movement aimed to break down
hierarchical structures in schools and promote active participation among students. Dewey’s ideas
aligned with this movement by advocating for education as a tool for social reform and individual
growth.



Influence of Pragmatism
Pragmatism, the philosophical foundation underlying dewey's educational reform, focuses on the
practical consequences of ideas and learning as a process of active inquiry. Dewey believed that
knowledge is not static but evolves through interaction with the environment, making education a
dynamic and continuous process.

Core Principles of Dewey's Educational Philosophy
Dewey's educational reform is built upon several key principles that redefine the purpose and process
of education. These principles emphasize student-centered learning, the integration of experience
and reflection, and the development of critical thinking skills. Central to Dewey's philosophy is the
idea that education should prepare individuals not only academically but also socially and emotionally
for participation in a democratic society.

Learning Through Experience
A foundational element of dewey's educational reform is experiential learning, where students engage
directly with their environment to construct knowledge. Dewey argued that learning is most effective
when it involves active problem-solving and real-life contexts rather than passive absorption of facts.

Democracy and Education
Dewey viewed education as essential for fostering democratic values. His reform promotes
collaborative learning environments where students develop communication skills, respect for diverse
perspectives, and a sense of social responsibility.

Child-Centered Education
Contrary to traditional teacher-centered models, Dewey’s reform prioritizes the interests and needs of
the child. He emphasized adapting curriculum and instruction to the developmental stages and
experiences of individual learners.

Implementation and Influence in Schools
The practical application of dewey's educational reform took place in various educational settings,
significantly altering instructional methods and school organization. Dewey’s Laboratory School
became a model for innovative teaching practices that emphasized inquiry, collaboration, and
integration of disciplines.



Laboratory Schools and Experimental Classrooms
Dewey established laboratory schools to apply and observe his theories in practice. These schools
featured flexible curricula, active learning projects, and environments designed to encourage
exploration and critical thinking.

Teacher Training and Professional Development
Dewey’s reform also influenced teacher education by promoting reflective practice and continuous
professional growth. Teachers were encouraged to become facilitators of learning rather than mere
transmitters of knowledge.

Spread of Progressive Education Practices
Following Dewey’s pioneering work, many schools across the United States and internationally
adopted aspects of his educational reform. Progressive education principles became embedded in
public schooling, influencing policies and classroom approaches.

Impact on Curriculum and Pedagogy
Dewey's educational reform brought about significant changes in curriculum design and pedagogical
strategies. His approach advocated for integrated curricula, thematic learning, and the use of projects
that connect academic content to students’ experiences.

Integrated and Interdisciplinary Curriculum
Dewey promoted the breaking down of rigid subject boundaries to foster holistic understanding.
Curriculum was designed to link disciplines through common themes and practical activities,
enhancing relevance and engagement.

Active Learning and Inquiry-Based Methods
Instruction under Dewey’s reform focuses on inquiry and discovery. Students are encouraged to ask
questions, investigate problems, and develop solutions, thereby cultivating critical thinking and
creativity.

Development of Social and Emotional Skills
Beyond intellectual growth, Dewey emphasized the importance of social interaction and emotional
development. Group work, discussion, and cooperative learning became integral to the classroom
experience.



Criticisms and Challenges
Despite its widespread influence, dewey's educational reform has faced criticism and encountered
challenges in implementation. Some critics argue that the reform’s emphasis on student freedom and
experience can lead to a lack of structure and academic rigor.

Concerns Over Academic Standards
Detractors claim that progressive methods may compromise content mastery and discipline by
prioritizing exploration over systematic instruction. Balancing freedom and rigor remains a challenge
for educators inspired by Dewey’s ideals.

Practical Limitations in Diverse Settings
Implementing Dewey’s reform can be difficult in large, under-resourced, or highly standardized school
systems. Variability in teacher training and institutional support affects the fidelity of reform
practices.

Ongoing Debates in Education Policy
Dewey’s educational reform continues to be debated in the context of standardized testing,
accountability, and educational equity. While many principles remain influential, their application
often requires adaptation to contemporary demands.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance
The legacy of dewey's educational reform endures in modern educational theory and practice. Many
contemporary pedagogical approaches draw on Dewey’s emphasis on active learning, critical
thinking, and democratic education.

Influence on Modern Educational Theories
Dewey’s ideas underpin constructivist and learner-centered frameworks that dominate current
educational discourse. These theories emphasize the role of the learner in constructing knowledge
through meaningful experiences.

Role in Educational Technology and Innovation
Advances in educational technology have expanded opportunities for experiential and collaborative
learning, aligning with Dewey’s vision of education as an interactive process. Technology facilitates
real-world problem-solving and personalized learning pathways.



Continued Relevance in Teacher Education
Dewey’s reform principles remain central to teacher preparation programs, highlighting reflective
practice, inquiry, and responsiveness to student needs as critical competencies for effective
educators.

Experiential learning enhances engagement and retention

Democratic classrooms promote social skills and civic responsibility

Integrated curriculum supports holistic knowledge development

Teacher facilitation encourages student autonomy and motivation

Challenges include balancing structure with freedom and addressing resource disparities

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was John Dewey and what was his role in educational
reform?
John Dewey was an American philosopher, psychologist, and educational reformer who advocated for
progressive education and experiential learning, emphasizing the importance of democracy and
critical thinking in schools.

What are the key principles of Dewey's educational reform?
Key principles include learning through experience, promoting critical thinking, fostering democratic
classrooms, integrating curriculum with real-life activities, and encouraging collaboration among
students.

How did Dewey's educational reform challenge traditional
schooling methods?
Dewey challenged traditional rote memorization and passive learning by promoting active
participation, problem-solving, and learning by doing, making education more student-centered and
relevant to everyday life.

What is the significance of 'learning by doing' in Dewey's
educational philosophy?
'Learning by doing' is central to Dewey's philosophy, suggesting that students learn best through
hands-on activities and real-world experiences that engage their interests and encourage critical
thinking.



How has Dewey's educational reform influenced modern
teaching practices?
Dewey's ideas have influenced project-based learning, inquiry-based instruction, collaborative
learning environments, and the emphasis on developing critical thinking and social skills in modern
education.

What role does democracy play in Dewey's vision of
education?
Dewey believed education should prepare individuals for democratic citizenship by promoting open
communication, respect for diverse opinions, and active participation in community life within the
classroom setting.

Are Dewey’s educational reform principles applicable in
today’s digital learning environment?
Yes, Dewey's principles of experiential learning, collaboration, and critical thinking are highly relevant
in digital education, where interactive technologies and online collaboration tools support active,
student-centered learning.

Additional Resources
1. Democracy and Education by John Dewey
This seminal work by John Dewey lays the foundation for his educational philosophy. Dewey argues
that education is a social process and emphasizes the importance of experiential learning. The book
advocates for a democratic approach to education that fosters critical thinking and active
participation.

2. Experience and Education by John Dewey
In this concise book, Dewey critiques traditional and progressive education models, proposing a
balanced approach that values experience in the learning process. He stresses that education should
be meaningful and connected to the learner's life. This text is essential for understanding Dewey’s
views on how education can be reformed to be more effective.

3. The School and Society by John Dewey
Dewey explores the role of schools within the broader social context and argues for education as a
means of social reform. He emphasizes the need for schools to reflect democratic ideals and prepare
students for active citizenship. This book highlights the interconnectedness of education and society
in Dewey’s philosophy.

4. John Dewey and the Challenge of Classroom Practice: An Intellectual Biography by Thomas M.
Alexander
This book provides an in-depth look at Dewey’s contributions to educational reform, focusing on how
his ideas were intended to be applied in classroom settings. Alexander discusses Dewey’s emphasis
on inquiry-based learning and the importance of adapting education to meet the needs of students.

5. Progressive Education and the Science of Education: Dewey’s Influence on the Reform Movement



by Larry A. Hickman
Hickman examines Dewey’s impact on the progressive education movement, highlighting how his
ideas reshaped educational theory and practice. The book traces the development of Dewey’s
philosophy and its application in various reform efforts throughout the 20th century.

6. Learning by Doing: A Comprehensive Guide to Dewey’s Educational Reform
This guide offers practical insights into Dewey’s principle of “learning by doing,” showing how active
engagement enhances student understanding. It provides educators with strategies to implement
Dewey’s reforms in contemporary classrooms, emphasizing hands-on learning and collaboration.

7. Reconstructing Dewey: The Philosophy of Educational Reform
This text revisits Dewey’s ideas in the context of modern educational challenges and reforms. It
critically assesses how Dewey’s philosophy can be adapted to current educational systems and
explores the continuing relevance of his approach to democracy and experiential learning.

8. Dewey’s Laboratory School and the Roots of Progressive Education
Focusing on Dewey’s experimental school at the University of Chicago, this book details how Dewey’s
theories were put into practice. It examines the school’s innovative curriculum and teaching methods
that influenced progressive educational reform nationwide.

9. Education for a Changing Society: Dewey’s Vision and Its Legacy
This book explores the lasting impact of Dewey’s educational reforms on contemporary education
systems. It discusses how Dewey’s emphasis on adaptability, critical thinking, and democratic
participation continues to shape educational policies and practices today.
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  dewey s educational reform: John Dewey and the Decline of American Education Henry
Edmondson, 2014-05-13 The influence of John Dewey’s undeniably pervasive ideas on the course of
American education during the last half-century has been celebrated in some quarters and decried in
others. But Dewey’s writings themselves have not often been analyzed in a sustained way. In John
Dewey and the Decline of American Education, Hank Edmondson takes up that task. He begins with
an account of the startling authority with which Dewey’s fundamental principles have been—and
continue to be—received within the U.S. educational establishment. Edmondson then shows how
revolutionary these principles are in light of the classical and Christian traditions. Finally, he
persuasively demonstrates that Dewey has had an insidious effect on American democracy through
the baneful impact his core ideas have had in our nation’s classrooms. Few people are pleased with
the performance of our public schools. Eschewing polemic in favor of understanding, Edmondson’s
study of the “patron saint” of those schools sheds much-needed light on both the ideas that bear
much responsibility for their decline and the alternative principles that could spur their recovery.
  dewey s educational reform: Democracy and Education John Dewey, 2024-02-27 The
American philosopher John Dewey transformed how people around the world view the purposes of
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schooling. In Democracy and Education (1916), Dewey opposed the model of education in which
adults lecture at students and students follow strict rules. Instead, Dewey called upon schools to
provide children with experiences such as gardening, sewing, building structures, conducting
experiments in laboratories, and performing in school plays. For Dewey, democratic education
teaches young people to become creative individuals who contribute to society. This edition makes
Democracy and Education come alive for a new generation of readers. The editor’s introduction
explores the main themes of the book and how Dewey’s ideas contribute to debates about education
standards, testing, accountability, school choice, free school lunch, recess, student discipline, and
education technology. Each chapter begins with a brief overview clarifying the argument and its
present-day relevance and ends with questions to prompt conversations and research papers.
Drawing on more than a century of secondary literature on Dewey’s philosophy, this new edition will
become the standard for scholars, teachers, and students.
  dewey s educational reform: Dewey's Dream Lee Benson, Ira Richard Harkavy, John L.
Puckett, 2007 Realizing Dewey's vision of making public schools the seedbed of a democratic
society.
  dewey s educational reform: Democracy and Education John Dewey, 1916 In this book,
Dewey tries to criticize and expand on the educational philosophies of Rousseau and Plato. Dewey's
ideas were seldom adopted in America's public schools, although a number of his prescriptions have
been continually advocated by those who have had to teach in them.
  dewey s educational reform: Schools Of To-morrow & The Schools of Utopia (Illustrated
Edition) John Dewey, 2016-05-14 This carefully crafted ebook: Schools Of To-morrow & The Schools
of Utopia (Illustrated Edition) is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of
contents. Schools Of To-morrow and The Schools of Utopia argue that education and learning are
social and interactive processes, and thus the school itself is a social institution through which social
reform can and should take place. Students should thrive in an environment where they are allowed
to experience and interact with the curriculum, and all students should have the opportunity to take
part in their own learning. John Dewey (1859-1952) is one of the primary figures associated with the
philosophy of pragmatism and is considered one of the founders of functional psychology. His ideas
have been influential in education and social reform. Known for his advocacy of democracy, Dewey
considered two fundamental elements—schools and civil society—to be major topics needing
attention and reconstruction to encourage experimental intelligence and plurality. Excerpt: What is
learned in school is at the best only a small part of education, a relatively superficial part; and yet
what is learned in school makes artificial distinctions in society and marks persons off from one
another. Consequently we exaggerate school learning compared with what is gained in the ordinary
course of living. (Schools Of To-morrow)
  dewey s educational reform: John Dewey and Education Outdoors John Quay, Jayson Seaman,
2013-04-19 In this book we take the reader on a journey through the various curriculum reforms
that have emerged in the USA around the idea of conducting education outdoors – through
initiatives such as nature-study, camping education, adventure education, environmental education,
experiential education and place based education. This is a historical journey with an underlying
message for educators, one we are able to illuminate through the educational theories of John
Dewey. Central to this message is a deeper understanding of human experience as both aesthetic
and reflective, leading to a more coherent comprehension of not just outdoor education, but of
education itself. Whether we knew it or not, all of us interested in the field of education have been
waiting for this book. John Dewey and Education Outdoors is the tool we need to help understand
and explain experiential education in general and outdoor education in particular. This is an expertly
researched and written account of how and why outdoor education has developed, and been such a
vital feature in exemplary educational practices. Because of this work I will no longer have to
stumble through some inadequate explanation of the history and philosophy of outdoor education, I
can now simply point to this book and suggest that everyone read it. —Dr. Dan Garvey, President
Emeritus, Prescott College, Former President and Executive Director, Association for Experiential



Education. John Dewey and Education Outdoors is a well-researched book that explores the tenets of
Dewey within the contexts of progressive reforms in education. The authors provide detailed
explanations of Dewey’s thoughts on education while exploring the historical intersections with
outdoor education, camping, and environmental education. While situated within a historical
perspective, this book provides insights relevant for today’s discussions on new educational reform
possibilities, learning focused on the whole child that includesout-of-school time experiences such as
camp, and the development of 21st century skills needed to navigate our global society. —Dr. Deb
Bialeschki, Director of Research, American Camp Association.
  dewey s educational reform: John Dewey: The Philosophy of Education John Dewey,
2023-12-28 In this collection, author, John Dewey, examines the goals, forms, methods, and meaning
of education. Throughout his works readers will be able to find out how to develop a winning
philosophy of education, increase students' motivation and improve school environment. Table of
Contents: Democracy and Education The Child and the Curriculum The School and Society Schools
Of To-morrow The Schools of Utopia Moral Principles in Education Interest and Effort in Education
Health and Sex in Higher Education My Pedagogic Creed
  dewey s educational reform: Educational Reform Douglas J. Simpson, Michael John Brierley
Jackson, 1997 This study illuminates contemporary educational reform discussions regarding
teacher education programs and pre-K-12 schools by presenting an analysis and application of John
Dewey's relevant educational writings and ideas. It provides a theoretical and philosophical
framework for exploring and implementing education reform, and relates current concerns and
efforts in school policy to the historical continuum of US education. Annotation copyrighted by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR
  dewey s educational reform: Dictionary of Education John Dewey, 2022-02-22 This
comprehensive A-to-Z resource covers the eminent philosopher’s influential theories on education.
One of the most prominent American philosophers of the twentieth century, John Dewey was also a
major proponent of educational reform. He wrote extensively on teaching and pedagogy in works
such as The School and Society, The Child and the Curriculum, and Democracy and Education,
among others. Dictionary of Education is an authoritative reference volume on the subject of
Dewey’s approach to learning. With smart, concise definitions, editor Ralph B. Winn has constructed
an indispensable tool for anyone who wants ready access to Dewey’s ideas and his particular usage
of terminology.
  dewey s educational reform: Dewey's Dream Lee Benson, Ira Richard Harkavy, John L.
Puckett, 2007 This timely, persuasive, and hopeful book reexamines John Dewey's idea of schools,
specifically community schools, as the best places to grow a democratic society that is based on
racial, social, and economic justice. The authors assert that American colleges and universities bear
a responsibility for--and would benefit substantially from--working with schools to develop
democratic schools and communities.Dewey's Dreamopens with a re-appraisal of Dewey's philosophy
and an argument for its continued relevance today. The authors--all well-known in education
circles--use illustrations from over 20 years of experience working with public schools in the
University of Pennsylvania's local ecological community of West Philadelphia, to demonstrate how
their ideas can be put into action. By emphasizing problem-solving as the foundation of education,
their work has awakened university students to their social responsibilities. And while the project is
still young, it demonstrates that Dewey's Utopian ends of creating optimally participatory
democratic societies can lead to practical, constructive school, higher education and community
change, development, and improvement.
  dewey s educational reform: John Dewey and the Art of Teaching Douglas J. Simpson, Michael
J. B. Jackson, Judy C. Simpson, 2004-12-15 John Dewey and the Art of Teaching: Toward Reflective
and Imaginative Practice is an engaging and accessible introduction to the art of teaching as seen
through the eyes of John Dewey. Authors Douglas J. Simpson, Michael J. B. Jackson, and Judy C.
Aycock provide a lucid interpretation of the complexities and art of teaching in contemporary
classrooms. In addition, they discuss, apply, and question the practical implications of Dewey's ideas



about the art of teaching for beginning and practicing teachers.
  dewey s educational reform: John Dewey, Liang Shuming, and China's Education Reform
Huajun Zhang, 2013-04-19 This book explores the central question of how to cultivate a continued
sense of self in the radically changing Chinese society, a question that is highly related to the
current ongoing educational reform. If education cannot respond to the problem of students’
disconnection from the changing society, learning cannot truly happen in school and the reform will
fail. Zhang suggests a philosophy of education that highlights the cultivation of students’ unique but
inclusive individuality so that students learn how to nurture their own mind in this profoundly
changing society rather than becoming empty and lost. The discussion of this proposed question is
inspired by the thoughts of the American pragmatist John Dewey and Chinese Confucian scholar
Liang Shuming. It is not the author’s intention to have a pure philosophical discussion, but rather to
refer to their philosophies to help answer the practical question of cultivating individuality in an
educational setting during this period of China’s modern transition.
  dewey s educational reform: Democracy and Education John Dewey, 2013-08-22 Democracy
and Education is a truly wonderful book with none of the dogmatic pretense or scientific methods
features in so many competing treatises. John Dewey's ideas are fresh, original, and beautifully
crafted. Rather than presenting Dewey's ideas as explicit recommendations to be implemented,
Democracy and Education provides a general exploration of educational aims and processes. In
Democracy and Education, Dewey explores closely connected concepts which are left out of other
educational texts. His writing is clear and concise. Despite the passage of time, John Dewey remains
as one of the greatest educational philosophers. Many of Dewey's catch phrases, such as learning by
doing, are now commonly repeated in educational circles. If you have not done so already, take the
time to read Democracy and Education, and see if you don't agree that it eclipses all other books on
education.
  dewey s educational reform: John Dewey’s Democratic Education and its Influence on
Pedagogy in China 1917-1937 Lei Wang, 2019-09-24 Lei Wang researches John Dewey’s pedagogical
influence on the historical context of China and compares his observations and his basic democratic
approach with the concepts and practical implementation of his Chinese students. As a result, it
turns out that the spread of pragmatic philosophy in China was accompanied by reductionism,
misunderstandings, Confucian doctrine and nationalism and that Dewey’s reform proposals can open
a democratic perspective on current challenges in Chinese society. On the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of Dewey’s research trip to China, the author emphasizes the contemporary significance
of his work. The results of her study can clarify and correct errors that continue to have effect today.
  dewey s educational reform: Dewey's Democracy and Education Revisited Patrick M.
Jenlink, 2009-04-16 Dewey's Democracy and Education Revisited focuses on democratic
schools/democratic education and the work of teacher and leader practitioners in the new
millennium, taking into consideration the complex and dynamic nature of preparing leaders for
changing roles in schools amidst the challenges of standards and accountability, the No Child Left
Behind Act, licensure/certification issues, increasing diversity, issues of social justice, shifting
demographics, and the myriad of social issues that make democratic leadership necessary. The book
presents a collection of contemporary discourses that reconsider the relationship of democracy as a
political ideology and American ideal (i.e., Dewey's progressivist ideas) and education as the
foundation of preparing democratic citizens in America. Jenlink takes the reader into a reflective and
critical examination of Dewey's ideas on democratic education, set forth in the classic philosophy
text, Democracy and Education. Each chapter draws the reader into a discussion of the salient and
relevant points Dewey argued, and juxtaposes Dewey's points with the issues challenging educators
today, in particular focusing on the challenge of fostering democratic education and leadership for
America's schools.
  dewey s educational reform: Cosmopolitanism and the Age of School Reform Thomas S.
Popkewitz, 2012-10-02 In Cosmopolitanism and the Age of School Reform, noted educationalist
Thomas Popkewitz explores turn-of-the-century and contemporary pedagogical reforms while



illuminating their complex relation to cosmopolitanism. Popkewitz highlights how policies that
include all children and leave no child behind are rooted in a philosophy of cosmopolitanism—not
just in salvation themes of human agency, freedom, and empowerment, but also in the processes of
abjection and the differentiation of the disadvantaged, urban, and child left behind as Other.
  dewey s educational reform: Critical Analyses of Educational Reforms in an Era of
Transnational Governance Elisabeth Hultqvist, Sverker Lindblad, Thomas S. Popkewitz, 2017-10-20
This book represents a set of critical analyses of educational reforms where issues of transnational
governance are of vital concern. It focuses on different aspects of, and practices in educational
reform-making, and in particular on governing techniques and the working of new agencies such as
supranational and multinational organizations. In addition, the book examines contemporary issues
of immigration/immigrants in the politics of schooling, by reflecting on matters of migration, and
problematizing how concepts such as exclusion and abjection make the migrants appear “failed”,
“insufficient” and even “dangerous”. The book provides theoretical insights into critical relations
between knowledge and power, governance and governmentality, and notions concerning
educational systems, as well as how these are compared. The central themes of the book are models
for organizing and reflecting on transnationalization and educational reforms. In its discussion of
those themes, the focus lies on changing conceptions of education and the educational system; on
how school or teacher education is adapting to discourses of effectiveness and efficiency; and on
their transformation according to standardized templates. Such changing conceptions define the
meanings of education and educational progress; they are important for the identification and
analysis of educational knowledge, and for critical discourses on education in society.
  dewey s educational reform: The Dewey Experiment in China Barry Keenan, 2020-03-17
Examines John Dewey's lectures in China between 1919 and 1921 and the impact of his progressive
ideas on educational reform in that country.
  dewey s educational reform: Pragmatism and Modernities , 2010-01-01 Pragmatism
belongs—at least to a certain degree—to the Protestant-based reaction towards the economic, social,
and political developments of the time in the US, and it is no coincidence that the pragmatists all
came from religious families if not even theologian families. But these life conditions have changed
over the course of the last century as much as the Protestant self-assurance has been questioned
more and more. The question discussed in this book by international scholars is as to whether the
possible modernity of pragmatism of around and after 1900 can still be labeled modern today, in the
modernity (or post-modernity) around and after 2000. Has philosophy and philosophy of education
found better alternatives? Have the alternatives of the time around 1900 proven to be better? Were
the contemporary critics of pragmatism right? These questions are discussed in fourteen chapters
clustered in three lager parts: The first part deals with pragmatism and modernity around 1900, the
second part discusses contemporary alternatives to pragmatism and critics of pragmatism, and the
third and last part of the book deals with the modernity of pragmatism today. Intended audience: •
philosophers • philosophers of education • historians • historians of education • religious educators
• historians of sociology • cultural historians • political scientists • postmodernists
  dewey s educational reform: School Reform and Democracy in East Asia Masamichi Ueno,
2020-10-01 This book discusses how East Asia has introduced school and curricular reform to reflect
democratic citizenship and globalized skills, knowledge, dispositions, and competencies in the 21st
century. It also focuses on the tendencies and reasons students from Japan, China, South Korea,
Taiwan, and Singapore receive the highest scores in international students’ assessment such as PISA
and TIMSS; yet their curiosity and motivation for learning are the lowest internationally. Moreover,
Indonesian and Vietnamese students are likely to receive the lowest testing scores, yet their
motivation for learning is quite high. It is worth investigating high academic achievement in East
Asia in light of the trend towards democratization. The authors consider controversial issues such as
whether the goals of democratic education should be the attainment of high academic scores,
consideration of whether to implement competency-based curriculums or meritocratic systems of
academic competition, and the provision of equal opportunities in the community of learning. The



book illuminates each country’s struggle to realise school reform on the basis of its social and
cultural settings, and looks at what connects East Asia’s past, present, and future.
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