
cosmopolitanism philosophy

cosmopolitanism philosophy is a significant intellectual tradition that
emphasizes the idea of global citizenship and the ethical responsibility
individuals have toward all human beings, regardless of national or cultural
boundaries. Rooted in ancient philosophical thought but evolving through
modern interpretations, cosmopolitanism advocates for a world where moral
obligations transcend local affiliations and embrace universal values. This
philosophy challenges traditional notions of nationalism and cultural
particularism by promoting inclusiveness, diversity, and global justice. As a
framework, cosmopolitanism intersects with political theory, ethics, human
rights, and international relations, offering profound insights into how
societies might organize themselves in an increasingly interconnected world.
This article explores the origins, key principles, variations, and
contemporary relevance of cosmopolitanism philosophy. It will also examine
criticisms and the practical implications for global governance and
individual identity.
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Origins and Historical Development of
Cosmopolitanism Philosophy
The roots of cosmopolitanism philosophy can be traced back to ancient
philosophical traditions, particularly within Greek thought. The term
"cosmopolitan" itself originates from the Greek words "kosmos" (world) and
"polis" (city), signifying the concept of being a citizen of the world rather
than of a particular city-state. Early proponents such as Diogenes of Sinope
advocated for a life detached from local allegiances, emphasizing universal
fellowship among humans.



Ancient Greek Foundations
Philosophers like Socrates, Plato, and notably the Stoics, laid the
foundation for cosmopolitan ideals by emphasizing reason and moral
universality. The Stoic philosopher Marcus Aurelius described himself as a
citizen of the world, reinforcing the notion that ethical duties extend
beyond local or national communities.

Enlightenment and Modern Developments
The Enlightenment period revived and expanded cosmopolitanism philosophy
through thinkers such as Immanuel Kant, who proposed the idea of "perpetual
peace" grounded in cosmopolitan rights and international law. Kant’s vision
included a federation of free states adhering to universal laws, reflecting a
more structured approach to global citizenship and ethics.

Core Principles of Cosmopolitanism
At the heart of cosmopolitanism philosophy lie several fundamental principles
that distinguish it from other political and ethical theories. These
principles articulate the moral and political commitments necessary to
support the idea of global citizenship and universal justice.

Universal Moral Concern
Cosmopolitanism asserts that all human beings deserve equal moral
consideration, regardless of their nationality, ethnicity, or cultural
background. This universalism challenges partiality and parochialism by
emphasizing impartial ethical obligations to others worldwide.

Global Justice and Human Rights
The philosophy promotes the establishment and protection of human rights
universally, advocating for global justice mechanisms that address
inequalities and injustices transcending national borders. It supports
institutions and laws that uphold these rights globally.

Respect for Cultural Diversity
While endorsing universal values, cosmopolitanism philosophy also recognizes
the importance of cultural pluralism and the ethical need to respect and
preserve diverse traditions and ways of life within a shared global
framework.



Variants and Interpretations of Cosmopolitanism
Cosmopolitanism philosophy is not monolithic; it includes a range of
perspectives and interpretations that reflect different emphases on moral,
political, or cultural dimensions.

Moral Cosmopolitanism
This variant focuses primarily on ethical obligations that individuals owe to
all humans, advocating for equal concern and benevolence beyond local or
national boundaries.

Political Cosmopolitanism
Political cosmopolitanism emphasizes the need for supranational governance
structures and legal frameworks that uphold universal rights and administer
justice on a global scale.

Cultural Cosmopolitanism
Cultural cosmopolitanism highlights openness to cultural exchange, hybridity,
and the coexistence of diverse cultural identities within a globalized world,
often emphasizing cosmopolitan attitudes over rigid cultural nationalism.

Cosmopolitanism in Contemporary Global Politics
In an era marked by globalization, migration, and transnational challenges,
cosmopolitanism philosophy has gained renewed relevance. It informs debates
on international cooperation, global governance, and responses to global
crises.

Global Governance and Institutions
Cosmopolitanism provides a normative foundation for international
institutions such as the United Nations, advocating for stronger global
cooperation mechanisms to address issues like climate change, poverty, and
conflict.

Human Rights and Migration
The philosophy supports expansive human rights protections and ethical
immigration policies, arguing for the moral imperative to assist refugees and
migrants as part of a global community.



Economic Globalization and Inequality
Cosmopolitanism challenges economic disparities exacerbated by globalization
and calls for fairer distribution of resources and opportunities at the
global level to promote social justice worldwide.

Critiques and Challenges Facing Cosmopolitanism
Despite its appeal, cosmopolitanism philosophy faces significant critiques
and practical challenges related to feasibility, cultural identity, and
political legitimacy.

Nationalism and Local Loyalties
Critics argue that cosmopolitanism underestimates the importance of national
identity, sovereignty, and local community bonds that shape individual and
collective loyalties.

Practical Implementation Issues
The establishment of effective global governance based on cosmopolitan
principles faces obstacles including political resistance, cultural
differences, and enforcement challenges.

Risk of Cultural Homogenization
Some caution that cosmopolitanism might inadvertently promote cultural
homogenization or imperialism under the guise of universal values,
potentially undermining cultural diversity.

Practical Implications and Future Directions
Cosmopolitanism philosophy continues to influence academic discourse,
policymaking, and activism aimed at fostering a more just and inclusive
global order. Its principles inspire efforts toward global citizenship
education, international law reform, and transnational solidarity movements.

Education and Global Awareness
Implementing cosmopolitan ideals involves cultivating global awareness and
ethical responsibility through education systems that emphasize
interconnectedness and respect for diversity.



Policy and International Cooperation
Policymakers increasingly draw on cosmopolitanism to shape responses to
global challenges, promoting multilateralism, human rights, and sustainable
development goals.

Future Prospects
The ongoing evolution of cosmopolitanism philosophy will likely address
emerging global issues such as digital governance, environmental ethics, and
cosmopolitan identities shaped by technology and migration.

Embrace of universal ethical principles

Advocacy for global justice and human rights

Support for cultural diversity within a global framework

Promotion of global governance and international cooperation

Challenges related to nationalism and practical implementation

Frequently Asked Questions

What is cosmopolitanism in philosophy?
Cosmopolitanism is a philosophical ideology that all human beings belong to a
single community based on shared morality, regardless of political or
cultural boundaries.

Who are some key philosophers associated with
cosmopolitanism?
Key philosophers include Immanuel Kant, who advocated for a universal moral
law and global citizenship, Martha Nussbaum, who emphasizes global justice,
and Kwame Anthony Appiah, who discusses cosmopolitan ethics and identity.

How does cosmopolitanism address national
sovereignty?
Cosmopolitanism often challenges the primacy of national sovereignty by
promoting global justice and moral obligations that transcend national
borders, arguing that individuals have responsibilities to all humans, not



just fellow citizens.

What is the difference between moral and political
cosmopolitanism?
Moral cosmopolitanism holds that all humans have equal moral worth and
obligations, while political cosmopolitanism advocates for political
structures or institutions that reflect global citizenship and governance
beyond the nation-state.

How does cosmopolitanism relate to global justice?
Cosmopolitanism underpins theories of global justice by asserting that
ethical principles and rights should apply universally, supporting equitable
distribution of resources and opportunities across the world.

What are some criticisms of cosmopolitanism?
Critics argue that cosmopolitanism can undermine cultural diversity, ignore
local identities and traditions, and face practical challenges in
implementing global governance and justice systems.

How does cosmopolitanism influence contemporary
debates on immigration?
Cosmopolitanism supports more open and inclusive immigration policies based
on the idea of shared humanity and equal moral consideration, advocating for
the rights and dignity of migrants worldwide.

Can cosmopolitanism coexist with patriotism?
Many philosophers argue that cosmopolitanism and patriotism can coexist,
suggesting that individuals can maintain local attachments and identities
while recognizing broader ethical obligations to humanity.

What role does cosmopolitanism play in environmental
ethics?
Cosmopolitanism extends ethical concern to all humans globally, thereby
promoting collective responsibility for environmental protection and
sustainable policies that benefit current and future generations worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers by Kwame Anthony Appiah
This book explores the concept of cosmopolitanism as an ethical framework
that emphasizes global citizenship and moral obligations beyond national



borders. Appiah argues for a balance between respecting cultural diversity
and upholding universal values. He challenges readers to rethink identity and
community in an interconnected world.

2. Cosmopolitanism: The Hidden Agenda of Modernity by Ulrich Beck
Ulrich Beck examines cosmopolitanism as a social and political project
arising from globalization. He discusses how traditional nation-state
frameworks are being transformed by global risks and transnational
challenges. The book advocates for a cosmopolitan outlook that transcends
nationalism to address global problems collaboratively.

3. The Law of Peoples by John Rawls
In this work, Rawls extends his theory of justice to the international
sphere, proposing principles for a just global order. He introduces the idea
of "peoples" rather than states, emphasizing respect for human rights and
fair cooperation among diverse societies. The book is foundational for
understanding political cosmopolitanism.

4. Global Justice: Seminal Essays edited by Thomas Pogge
This collection brings together key essays that debate the moral and
political issues surrounding global justice and cosmopolitanism. Topics
include global inequality, human rights, and the responsibilities of affluent
nations. The volume offers a comprehensive overview of contemporary
cosmopolitan thought.

5. Cosmopolitanism and the Geographies of Freedom by David Harvey
David Harvey explores the spatial dimensions of cosmopolitanism, linking it
to concepts of freedom and justice. He argues that cosmopolitanism must be
understood in relation to geography, urban spaces, and global capitalism. The
book provides a critical perspective on how global interconnectedness shapes
social and political life.

6. Cosmopolitanism and Its Discontents by Gerard Delanty
Delanty critiques the ideal of cosmopolitanism by highlighting its tensions
and contradictions in practice. He examines how cosmopolitanism interacts
with nationalism, identity, and social movements. The book encourages a
reflective approach to cosmopolitanism that acknowledges its challenges.

7. Cosmopolitanism: A Philosophy for Global Ethics by Daniele Archibugi
Archibugi presents cosmopolitanism as a practical philosophy aimed at
addressing global ethical issues. He discusses democracy, human rights, and
global governance as central themes. The book argues for institutional
reforms to realize cosmopolitan ideals in the contemporary world.

8. Cosmopolitics: Thinking and Feeling Beyond the Nation by Pheng Cheah and
Bruce Robbins
This work interrogates the emotional and intellectual dimensions of
cosmopolitanism. The authors explore how cosmopolitanism challenges national
allegiances and cultural boundaries. The text blends philosophy, literature,
and cultural studies to deepen the understanding of global belonging.



9. Cosmopolitanism and the Responsibility to Protect by Mathias Thaler
Thaler examines the ethical implications of cosmopolitanism in the context of
humanitarian intervention. The book assesses how cosmopolitan principles
underpin the “Responsibility to Protect” doctrine in international relations.
It offers a critical analysis of sovereignty, human rights, and global
justice.
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  cosmopolitanism philosophy: The Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism Gillian Brock,
Harry Brighouse, 2005-07-21 In a period of rapid internationalization of trade and increased labor
mobility, is it relevant for nations to think about their moral obligations to others? Do national
boundaries have fundamental moral significance, or do we have moral obligations to foreigners that
are equal to our obligations to our compatriots? The latter position is known as cosmopolitanism,
and this volume brings together a number of distinguished political philosophers and theorists to
explore cosmopolitanism: what it consists in, and the positive case which can be made for it. Their
essays provide a comprehensive overview of both the current state of the debate and the alternative
visions of cosmopolitanism with which we can move forward, and they will interest a wide range of
readers in philosophy, political theory, and law.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers (Issues
of Our Time) Kwame Anthony Appiah, 2010-03-01 “A brilliant and humane philosophy for our
confused age.”—Samantha Power, author of A Problem from Hell Drawing on a broad range of
disciplines, including history, literature, and philosophy—as well as the author's own experience of
life on three continents—Cosmopolitanism is a moral manifesto for a planet we share with more than
six billion strangers.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanism Stan van Hooft, 2009-01-01
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanism versus Non-Cosmopolitanism Gillian
Brock, 2013-07-11 The debate between cosmopolitans and non-cosmopolitans flourishes.
Contributors continue to disagree over at least fourteen core issues analyzed in this work, including
these questions: What is distinctive about a cosmopolitan approach to matters of justice? What does
the commitment to the ideal of moral equality entail for global justice? Does membership in
associations, especially national ones, matter to our duties to one another in the global context?
Does the global economic order violate the rights of the poor or harm their interests in ways that
require reform or redress? What is it to be a good world citizen and is this in conflict with local
duties and being a good citizen of a state? To what extent are cosmopolitan and special duties
reconcilable? Do cosmopolitan or non-cosmopolitan theories provide a better account of our
obligations or a more useful framework for mediating the interests of compatriots and
non-compatriots? This timely volume advances the discussion on many of the questions over which
cosmopolitans and non-cosmopolitans continue to disagree. All the chapters explore new work and
contribute to advancing the debate, and none has been published previously. Together, they
demonstrate how nuanced and sophisticated some of the debate has become. The variety of topics
that the debate encompasses suggests that mastering the issues is important to understanding much
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contemporary moral and political theorizing.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanism and Human Rights Sharon Anderson-Gold,
2001 Cosmopolitanism and Human Rights presents an ethical foundation for the idea of human
development and attempts to demonstrate the normative character of universal human rughts.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Grounding Cosmopolitanism Garrett Wallace Brown, 2009-09-14
In a new interpretation, Garrett Wallace Brown considers Kant's cosmopolitan thought as a form of
international constitutional jurisprudence that requires minimal legal demands. He explores and
defends topics such as cosmopolitan law, cosmopolitan right, the laws of hospitality, a Kantian
federation of states, a cosmopolitan epistemology of culture and a possible normative basis for a
Kantian form of global distributive justice.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Contestatory Cosmopolitanism Tom Bailey, 2018-10-11
Contemporary global politics poses urgent challenges – from humanitarian, migratory and
environmental problems to economic, religious and military conflicts – that strain not only existing
political systems and resources, but also the frameworks and concepts of political thinking. The
standard cosmopolitan response is to invoke a sense of global community, governed by such
principles as human rights or humanitarianism, free or fair trade, global equality, multiculturalism,
or extra-national democracy. Yet, the contours, grounds and implications of such a global community
remain notoriously controversial, and it risks abstracting precisely from the particular and
conflictual character of the challenges which global politics poses. The contributions to this
collection undertake to develop a more fruitful cosmopolitan response to global political challenges,
one that roots cosmopolitanism in the particularity and conflict of global politics itself. They argue
that this ‘contestatory’ cosmopolitanism must be dialectical, agonistic and democratic: that is, its
concepts and principles must be developed immanently and critically out of prevailing normative
resources; they must reflect and acknowledge their antagonistic roots; and they must be the result
of participatory and self-determining publics. In elaborating this alternative, the contributions also
return to neglected cosmopolitan theorists like Hegel, Adorno, Arendt, Camus, Derrida, and Mouffe,
and reconsider mainstream figures such as Kant and Habermas. This collection was originally
published as a special edition of Critical Horizons.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Kant's Grounded Cosmopolitanism Jakob Huber, 2022 Kant's
Grounded Cosmopolitanism introduces a novel account of Kant's global thinking, one that has
hitherto been largely overlooked: a grounded cosmopolitanism concerned with spelling out the
normative implications of the fact that a plurality of corporeal agents concurrently inhabit the
earth's spherical surface.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanism in the Age of Globalization Lee Trepanier,
2011-09-30 Thanks to advances in international communication and travel, it has never been easier
to connect with the rest of the world. As philosophers debate the consequences of globalization,
cosmopolitanism promises to create a stronger global community. Cosmopolitanism in the Age of
Globalization examines this philosophy from numerous perspectives to offer a comprehensive
evaluation of its theory and practice. Bringing together the works of political scientists,
philosophers, historians, and economists, the work applies an interdisciplinary approach to the study
of cosmopolitanism that illuminates its long and varied history. This diverse framework provides a
thoughtful analysis of the claims of cosmopolitanism and introduces many overlooked theorists and
ideas. This volume is a timely addition to sociopolitical theory, exploring the philosophical
consequences of cosmopolitanism in today’s global interactions.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Toward Kantian Cosmopolitanism Lorena Cebolla Sanahuja,
2017-09-07 This book examines the history of cosmopolitanism from its origins in the ancient world
up to its use in Kantian political philosophy. Taking the idea of ‘common property of the land’ as a
starting point, the author makes the original case that attention to this concept is needed to properly
understand the notion of cosmopolitan citizenship. Offering a reconstruction of cosmopolitanism
from an interdisciplinary point of view, Toward Kantian Cosmopolitanism shows how the concept sits
at the intersection between philosophical debates, legal realities and the origins of the construction



of the discipline of international law. Essential reading for all researchers and advances students of
cosmopolitanism, political philosophy and the history of international law, it broadens the current
understanding of the concept of cosmopolitanism and reflects on cosmopolitan studies from a
historical and philosophical point of view.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Rooted Cosmopolitanism Will Kymlicka, Kathryn Walker,
2012-04-25 Canadians take pride in being good citizens of the world, yet our failure to meet
commitments on the global stage raises questions. Do Canadians need to transcend national
loyalties to become full global citizens? Is the very idea of rooted cosmopolitanism simply a myth
that encourages complacency about Canada’s place in the world? In this volume, leading scholars
assess both in theory and practice the concept of rooted cosmopolitanism, using Canada as a test
case. They show that local identities such as patriotism and Quebec nationalism can, but need not,
conflict with cosmopolitan principles. Local ties enable and impede Canada’s global responsibilities
in areas such as multiculturalism, climate change, immigration and refugee policy, and humanitarian
intervention. By examining how Canada has negotiated its relations to “the world” both within and
beyond its own borders, Rooted Cosmopolitanism evaluates the possibility of reconciling local ties
and nationalism with commitments to human rights, global justice, and international law.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Re-Grounding Cosmopolitanism Tamara Caraus, Elena Paris,
2015-11-19 Leading experts and rising stars in the field explore whether cosmopolitanism becomes
impossible in the theoretical framework that assumed the absence of a final ground. The questions
that the volume addresses refer exactly to the foundational predicament that characterizes
cosmopolitanism: How is it possible to think cosmopolitanism after the critique of foundations? Can
cosmopolitanism be conceived without an ‘ultimate’ ground? Can we construct theories of
cosmopolitanism without some certainties about the entire world or about the cosmos? Should we
continue to look for foundations of cosmopolitan rights, norms and values? Alternatively, should we
aim towards cosmopolitanism without foundations or towards cosmopolitanism with ‘contingent
foundations’? Could cosmopolitanism be the very attempt to come to terms with the failure of
ultimate grounds? Written accessibly and contributing to key debates on political philosophy, and
social and political thought, this volume advances the concept of post-foundational cosmopolitanism
by bridging the polarised approaches to the concept.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanism: Educational, Philosophical and
Historical Perspectives Marianna Papastephanou, 2016-05-05 This volume discusses perspectives
on cosmopolitanism, as well as concepts and the work of key figures. For example, it examines
educational, philosophical and historical perspectives, deals with such issues as citizenship,
internationalism, patriotism, globalization, hegemony and many other topics. It brings together
works on Alain Badiou, Giorgio Agamben, Ernesto Laclau, Bruno Latour and Homi Bhabha with
works on Whitman, Kant, Martha Nussbaum, Thomas Pogge, Onora O’Neill and Philippe Van Parijs.
The book engages in the new dialogue on cosmopolitanism from a variety of outlooks. It advances
that dialogue and problematizes it through as yet unexplored paths. Its chapters respond to the
intricacies of current discourses on cosmopolitanism and related notions and take into account both
affirmative and negative stances to cosmopolitanism and its educational significance. Overall, the
book relies on such stances as background material in order to transcend them and offer fresh
perspectives on cosmopolitan stakes. It makes use of a recent tendency in political philosophical and
cultural-critical debates that opens a possibility of more nuanced approaches to old ‘-isms’.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Kant and Cosmopolitanism Pauline Kleingeld, 2011-11-10 This is
the first comprehensive account of Kant's cosmopolitanism, highlighting its moral, political, legal,
economic, cultural and psychological aspects. Contrasting Kant's views with those of his German
contemporaries and relating them to current debates, Pauline Kleingeld sheds new light on texts
that have been hitherto neglected or underestimated. In clear and carefully argued discussions, she
shows that Kant's philosophical cosmopolitanism underwent a radical transformation in the mid
1790s and that the resulting theory is philosophically stronger than is usually thought. Using the
work of figures such as Fichte, Cloots, Forster, Hegewisch, Wieland and Novalis, Kleingeld analyses



Kant's arguments regarding the relationship between cosmopolitanism and patriotism, the
importance of states, the ideal of an international federation, cultural pluralism, race, global
economic justice and the psychological feasibility of the cosmopolitan ideal. In doing so, she reveals
a broad spectrum of positions in cosmopolitan theory that are relevant to current discussions of
cosmopolitanism.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanism, Religion and the Public Sphere Maria
Rovisco, Sebastian Kim, 2014-02-05 Although emerging scholarship in the social sciences suggests
that religion can be a potential catalyst of cosmopolitanism and global citizenship, few attempts have
been made to bring to the fore new theoretical positions and empirical analyses of how
cosmopolitanism -- as a philosophical notion, a practice and identity outlook -- can also shape and
inform concrete religious affiliations. Key questions concerning the significance of cosmopolitan
ideas and practices – in relation to particular religious experiences and discourses -- remain to be
explored, both theoretically and empirically. This book takes as its starting point the emergence of
cosmopolitanism -- as a major interdisciplinary field -- as a springboard for generating a productive
dialogue among scholars working within a variety of intellectual disciplines and methodological
traditions. The chapter contributions offer a serious attempt to critically engage both the limitations
and possibilities of cosmopolitanism as an analytical and critical tool to understand a changing
religious landscape in a globalizing world, namely, the so-called ‘new religious diversity’, religious
conflict, and issues of migration, multiculturalism and transnationalism vis-à-vis the public exercise
of religion. The contributors’ work is situated in a range of world sites in Africa, India, North
America, Latin America, and Europe. This work will be of great interest to students and scholars of
globalization, religion and politics, and the sociology of religion.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: The Cosmopolitanism Reader Garrett W. Brown, David Held,
2010-12-28 In response to a renewed cosmopolitan enthusiasm, this volume brings together 25
essays in the development of cosmopolitan thought by distinguished cosmopolitan thinkers and
critics. It looks at classical cosmopolitanism, global justice, culture and cosmopolitanism, political
cosmopolitanism and cosmopolitan global governance.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Humanity and The Global Odyssey: Cosmopolitanism in
Postcolonial Fiction Dr.Anjutha Ranganathan, 2024-05-15 Humanity and the Global Odyssey:
Cosmopolitanism in Postcolonial Fiction explores the diverse ingredients of cosmopolitanism as the
need of the hour in the globalised era. It is a qualitative study that includes sociological
(socio-cultural and socio-political), philosophical (moral and existential), and diasporic perspectives.
It addresses the key questions of inequality, justice, belonging, freedom, and democracy in the
postcolonial world. The book is positioned in postcolonial literature as it paves the way to analyse
the set of issues that shape our socio-cultural and political environment of the present day. This book
holds an introduction to the various literatures and the epistemology of the sister concepts
associated with cosmopolitanism. It also contains an exclusive chapter on cosmopolitanism by first
delving into human reasoning, cosmopolitanism —its origin, its practice in different societies, as a
literary theory, its application in literature, postcolonial literature, fiction, and its positioning in
other disciplines from various theorists, its types, implementation, cosmopolitan life, various
personalities’ views, and its relevance in contemporary society. The three core chapters examine the
selected postcolonial novels of Aravind Adiga, M.G. Vassanji, Chinua Achebe, Hanif Kureishi, and
Arun Joshi, thrusting on the different types of moral, existential, political, diasporic, and cultural
cosmopolitanism as the theoretical framework to bring to the fore various social issues, including
casteism, familial determinism, politics, hegemony of power, cultural convergence, diasporic
exclusions, and its brunt to engender a cosmopolitan future.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Routledge Handbook of Cosmopolitanism Studies Gerard
Delanty, 2012-05-23 Pt. 1. Cosmopolitan theory and approaches -- pt. 2. Cosmopolitan cultures -- pt.
3. Cosmopolitics -- pt. 4. World varieties of cosmopolitanism.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Cosmopolitanisms Kwame Anthony Appiah, 2017-07-18 An
indispensable collection that re-examines what it means to belong in the world. Where are you from?



The word cosmopolitan was first used as a way of evading exactly this question, when Diogenes the
Cynic declared himself a “kosmo-polites,” or citizen of the world. Cosmopolitanism displays two
impulses—on the one hand, a detachment from one’s place of origin, while on the other, an assertion
of membership in some larger, more compelling collective. Cosmopolitanisms works from the
premise that there is more than one kind of cosmopolitanism, a plurality that insists
cosmopolitanism can no longer stand as a single ideal against which all smaller loyalties and forms
of belonging are judged. Rather, cosmopolitanism can be defined as one of many possible modes of
life, thought, and sensibility that are produced when commitments and loyalties are multiple and
overlapping. Featuring essays by major thinkers, including Homi Bhabha, Jean Bethke Elshtain,
Thomas Bender, Leela Gandhi, Ato Quayson, and David Hollinger, among others, this collection asks
what these plural cosmopolitanisms have in common, and how the cosmopolitanisms of the
underprivileged might serve the ethical values and political causes that matter to their members. In
addition to exploring the philosophy of Kant and the space of the city, this volume focuses on global
justice, which asks what cosmopolitanism is good for, and on the global south, which has often been
assumed to be an object of cosmopolitan scrutiny, not itself a source or origin of cosmopolitanism.
This book gives a new meaning to belonging and its ground-breaking arguments call for deep and
necessary discussion and discourse.
  cosmopolitanism philosophy: Routledge International Handbook of Cosmopolitanism Studies
Gerard Delanty, 2018-07-27 Cosmopolitanism is about the extension of the moral and political
horizons of people, societies, organizations and institutions. Over the past 25 years there has been
considerable interest in cosmopolitan thought across the human social sciences. The second edition
of the Routledge International Handbook of Cosmopolitanism Studies is an enlarged, revised and
updated version of the first edition. It consists of 50 chapters across a broader range of topics in the
social and human sciences. Eighteen entirely new chapters cover topics that have become
increasingly prominent in cosmopolitan scholarship in recent years, such as sexualities, public
space, the Kantian legacy, the commons, internet, generations, care and heritage. This Second
Edition aims to showcase some of the most innovative and promising developments in recent writing
in the human and social sciences on cosmopolitanism. Both comprehensive and innovative in the
topics covered, the Routledge International Handbook of Cosmopolitanism Studies is divided into
four sections. Cosmopolitan theory and history with a focus on the classical and contemporary
approaches, The cultural dimensions of cosmopolitanism, The politics of cosmopolitanism, World
varieties of cosmopolitanism. There is a strong emphasis in interdisciplinarity, with chapters
covering contributions in philosophy, history, sociology, anthropology, media studies, international
relations. The Handboook’s clear and comprehensive style will appeal to a wide undergraduate and
postgraduate audience across the social and human sciences.
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