darwin awards explained

darwin awards explained provide insight into a unique and somewhat macabre form of recognition that
highlights human errors leading to fatal or self-eliminating outcomes. Originating from a darkly
humorous perspective, the Darwin Awards celebrate those whose actions inadvertently improve the
gene pool by removing themselves from it through extraordinary misjudgments or reckless behavior.
This article delves into the origins, criteria, and cultural impact of the Darwin Awards, offering a
comprehensive explanation of their significance. Alongside, it explores common misconceptions and
the ethical considerations surrounding this controversial phenomenon. By understanding the Darwin
Awards fully, readers can appreciate the blend of humor and cautionary lessons embedded in these
stories. The following sections outline the history, defining characteristics, examples, and broader

implications of the Darwin Awards.
¢ History and Origin of the Darwin Awards
e Criteria for Receiving a Darwin Award
e Common Examples of Darwin Award Incidents

¢ Cultural Impact and Media Representation

¢ Ethical Considerations and Criticisms

History and Origin of the Darwin Awards

The concept of the Darwin Awards was first introduced in the mid-1990s as a way to recognize

individuals who die or remove themselves from the gene pool through remarkably foolish actions.



Named after Charles Darwin, the father of evolutionary theory, the awards reference the principle of
natural selection, where genetic traits that hinder survival tend to be eliminated from the population.
The idea was popularized by writer Wendy Northcutt, who compiled and published collections of real-

life stories illustrating this phenomenon.

The Darwin Awards gained popularity initially through email chains and later through books, websites,
and media coverage. Their appeal lies in the combination of shock value, humor, and a grim reminder
about human fallibility. While the awards are not officially sanctioned or serious commendations, they

have become a cultural touchstone for illustrating extreme examples of poor judgment.

Criteria for Receiving a Darwin Award

To be considered for a Darwin Award, certain criteria must be met to ensure consistency and
authenticity in what qualifies as an award-worthy incident. These criteria focus on the nature of the
individual's actions, the outcomes, and the impact on genetic survival. The following are the main

requirements:

1. Death or Permanent Sterilization: The individual must have died or become permanently unable

to reproduce as a direct result of their actions.

2. Self-Inflicted Misjudgment: The fatal outcome must result from the person's own foolish or

reckless decision, not by accident or external causes.

3. Exclusion of Victims: The incident should not involve harming innocent bystanders; the focus is

on self-inflicted consequences.

4. Verifiability: The story must be credible and verifiable through reliable sources or documented

evidence.

5. Intentionality and Awareness: The individual must be aware of the risk and act regardless,

demonstrating a clear lapse in judgment.



These criteria ensure that the Darwin Awards highlight genuine cases of extreme folly that lead to self-

elimination, aligning with the original intent of the concept.

Common Examples of Darwin Award Incidents

Examples of Darwin Award recipients often involve bizarre, illogical, or dangerously naive behaviors
that lead to fatal results. While the cases vary widely, certain themes recur frequently, illustrating the

types of reckless actions that earn notoriety.

Risky Stunts and Dangerous Experiments

Individuals attempting dangerous stunts without precaution, such as jumping from great heights,
mishandling explosives, or tampering with machinery, are common subjects of Darwin Award stories.
These acts often involve underestimating risks or ignoring safety measures.

Misuse of Common Objects

Several incidents involve the improper use of everyday items, such as firearms, vehicles, or household
tools, leading to unintended fatal consequences. Examples include accidental shootings or mishandling

toxic substances.

Ignoring Warning Signs and Expert Advice

Some recipients deliberately disregard clear warnings or expert recommendations, such as entering
hazardous areas or engaging in prohibited activities, resulting in their demise. This behavior

exemplifies willful ignorance and overconfidence.

¢ Attempting to steal power lines and getting electrocuted

¢ Using a lighter to ignite gasoline vapors

¢ Standing on unstable ledges or roofs without safety equipment



e Trying to modify firearms without proper knowledge

¢ Engaging in high-speed vehicle stunts without protective gear

These examples highlight the diversity of circumstances and underline the importance of caution and

awareness.

Cultural Impact and Media Representation

The Darwin Awards have influenced popular culture by inspiring books, television segments, and
online forums dedicated to sharing these cautionary tales. Their blend of humor and tragedy appeals
to audiences seeking both entertainment and a sobering reflection on human error. Media portrayals

often emphasize the absurdity of the incidents while reinforcing safety consciousness.

In addition to entertainment, the Darwin Awards serve an educational role by illustrating real-world
consequences of reckless behavior. They have also sparked debates about the ethics of humor based

on fatal outcomes and the responsibility of media in presenting such stories respectfully.

Ethical Considerations and Criticisms

Despite their popularity, the Darwin Awards face criticism regarding sensitivity and morality. Some
argue that celebrating fatal accidents is disrespectful to victims and their families, reducing tragic
events to mere entertainment. There are also concerns about the potential encouragement of risky

behavior by glamorizing extreme recklessness.

Ethical issues include:

e The risk of trivializing death and suffering

¢ Potential insensitivity toward cultural and personal grief



¢ The challenge of verifying stories without sensationalism

¢ Balancing humor with respect for human dignity

These criticisms highlight the need for responsible presentation and consideration of the broader
impact when discussing darwin awards explained, ensuring that the lessons derived from these stories

are constructive rather than exploitative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Darwin Awards?

The Darwin Awards are a humorous way to recognize individuals who have supposedly contributed to
human evolution by removing themselves from the gene pool through foolish or ill-advised actions that

lead to their own demise or sterilization.

Why are they called 'Darwin Awards'?

They are named after Charles Darwin, the father of evolutionary theory, to highlight the idea of 'natural
selection' where individuals who make poor decisions effectively remove themselves from the gene

pool.

Are the Darwin Awards real awards?
No, the Darwin Awards are not official or formal awards. They are a tongue-in-cheek internet

phenomenon and cultural meme that celebrates ironic or absurd fatalities or injuries.

How are Darwin Award winners chosen?

Candidates for Darwin Awards are typically selected based on stories of people who die or become

unable to reproduce due to extraordinarily foolish actions. The stories are often verified to ensure the



events actually happened.

What is the purpose of the Darwin Awards?

The purpose is to entertain and caution people by highlighting the consequences of reckless or stupid

behavior, often encouraging safer choices through humor and irony.

Can the Darwin Awards be given posthumously?

Yes, the Darwin Awards are almost always given posthumously, as they recognize individuals who

have died or been sterilized due to their own actions.

Are Darwin Awards always accurate or verified?

While many Darwin Award stories are based on true events, some are exaggerated or urban legends.
The official Darwin Awards website tries to verify submissions before awarding them, but not all stories

are fully confirmed.

Additional Resources

1. The Darwin Awards: Evolution in Action

This book compiles some of the most infamous and humorous Darwin Award stories, highlighting
individuals whose ill-fated decisions ironically contribute to the gene pool's improvement. It offers a
blend of dark humor and cautionary tales, exploring the concept of natural selection in modern society.

Readers gain insight into human error and the surprising ways survival instincts sometimes fail.

2. Darwin Awards: The Complete Collection

A comprehensive anthology of Darwin Award winners throughout the years, this book documents
bizarre and tragic incidents where people removed themselves from the gene pool. It provides detailed
accounts and analyses of each case, shedding light on human folly and the unexpected consequences

of poor judgment. The collection serves as both entertainment and a study in risk-taking behavior.



3. Understanding the Darwin Awards Phenomenon

This analytical work delves into the psychology and sociology behind the Darwin Awards, examining
why people engage in reckless behavior that leads to their downfall. It discusses themes like risk
perception, cognitive biases, and societal attitudes towards intelligence and survival. The book aims to

explain the underlying factors that contribute to these extraordinary incidents.

4. Darwin Awards Explained: Stories of Survival and Stupidity

Focusing on the stories behind the awards, this book explains the circumstances and mistakes that led
to each recipient's demise or incapacitation. It balances humor with a serious look at human error,
emphasizing lessons learned from these unfortunate events. Readers are encouraged to reflect on

their own decision-making processes.

5. The Science of Stupidity: Lessons from the Darwin Awards

This title explores the scientific principles underlying the Darwin Awards, such as genetics, evolutionary
biology, and risk assessment. It connects the anecdotes to broader concepts in science, illustrating
how natural selection operates in unexpected ways. The book provides a unique educational

perspective on seemingly senseless accidents.

6. Darwin Awards: A Cautionary Tale Collection

Aimed at raising awareness, this book compiles cautionary tales that warn readers about the dangers
of reckless behavior. Each story is presented with an explanation of what went wrong and how similar
mistakes can be avoided. The narrative encourages safer choices while entertaining with real-life

examples.

7. The Dark Humor of Darwin Awards

This book embraces the darkly comedic side of the Darwin Awards, offering witty commentary and
satire on humanity's most foolish moments. It highlights the absurdity of some incidents, making the
stories both amusing and thought-provoking. The tone is light-hearted but respectful, providing

entertainment with substance.

8. Darwin Awards and the Human Condition



Examining the broader implications of the Darwin Awards, this book discusses what these stories
reveal about human nature, intelligence, and societal values. It considers how these incidents reflect
on culture and the human drive for survival despite inherent flaws. The book offers philosophical

insights alongside real-world examples.

9. Survival of the Fittest: Real-Life Darwin Awards

This title presents a collection of real-life cases where individuals' choices led to their exclusion from
the gene pool, framed within the context of survival of the fittest. It discusses how these stories
illustrate natural selection in the modern world and the ongoing evolution of human behavior. The book

combines storytelling with evolutionary theory for an engaging read.
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darwin awards explained: The Darwin Awards Wendy Northcutt, 2002-04-30 The hilarious
New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The Darwin Awards shares the
stories of those human beings who improve the gene pool by removing themselves from it in a
sublimely idiotic fashion. Marvel at the thief who tries to steal live electrical wires. Gape at the
lawnchair jockey who floats to a height of 16,000 feet suspended by helium balloons. And learn from
the man who peers into a gasoline can using a cigarette lighter. All contend for Darwin Awards when
their choices culminate in magnificent misadventures. These tales of trial and awe-inspiring
error-verified by the author and endorsed by website readers-illustrate the ongoing saga of survival
of the fittest in all its selective glory. The Darwin Awards vividly portrays the finest examples of
evolution in action, and shows us just how uncommon common sense can be.

darwin awards explained: The Darwin Awards II Wendy Northcutt, 2001-12-01 The hilarious
New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The Darwin Awards II:
Unnatural Selection brings together a fresh collection of the hapless, the heedless, and the just plain
foolhardy among us. Salute the owner of an equipment training school who demonstrates the
dangers of driving a forklift by failing to survive the filming of his own safety video. Gawk at the
couple who go to sleep on a sloping roof. Witness the shepherd who leaves his rifle unsecured—only
to be accidentally shot by one of his own flock. With over one hundred Darwin Award Winners,
Honorable Mentions, and debunked Urban Legends, plus science and safety tips for avoiding the
scythe of natural selection, The Darwin Awards II proves once again how uncommon common sense
can be.

darwin awards explained: Rex Curry's DARWIN AWARDS - Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Adolf

Hitler, Pol Pot, Kim [1-sung & more Lin Xun, Dead Writers Club, Pointer Institute, Darwin Awards
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commemorate those who perish through some astonishing misapplications of judgment. Special
recognition goes to the work of Joseph Stalin, V.I. Lenin, Leon Trotsky, Mao Zedong, Kim Il-sung, Pol
Pot, Ho Chi Minh, Karl Marx, Fidel Castro, Che Guevara, Adolf Hitler, and their ilk. What were the
historical origins of their notorious multi-year prize-winning death races? The old roots are diverse
and even include the USA. From 1892 through 1942, the Nazi salute was performed by public
officials in America. Where are the old photographs and films of the American Nazi salute performed
by federal, state, county, and local officials? Those photos and films are rare because people don't
want to know the truth about the globe’s scary past. Public officials in the USA who preceded the
German socialist (Hitler) and the Italian socialist (Mussolini) were sources for the stiff-armed salute
(and robotic chanting) in those countries and other foreign countries. The ancient Roman salute
myth originated from the city of Rome in the state of New York (not Italy), Francis Bellamy's
hometown. Later, Mussolini presented a strange gift to the city of Rome, NY: a statue of two human
male infants suckling on a female wolf. That statue remains on display in Rome, NY. Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts helped spread the Nazi salute and the swastika to Germany and elsewhere. The author is
Supermodel and Superwriter Lin Xun and she joins the Dead Writers Club to expose many amazing
discoveries, including: (1) Congress and the Flag Code confirm that the military salute was the
origin of the Nazi salute. (2) The USA's Pledge of Allegiance inspired Nazi rituals. (3) Public schools
spread Nazi behavior. (4) Swastikas represented crossed S letter shapes for socialist under Hitler.
They are eye-popping revelations that are undisputed by the New York Times ¢ The Washington Post
* Los Angeles Times ¢ San Francisco Chronicle « Tampa Bay Times ¢ Chicago Tribune * Newsday
The New York Times Book Review ¢ Tampa Tribune ¢ Library Journal ¢ Publishers Weekly ¢ Saint
Petersburg Times * History Journal ¢ Scholar's Weekly Because she speaks truth to power with her
ground-breaking revelations, Lin Xun has been subjected to harassment (including risque images of
her posted on the internet). She doesn't care! In this book, Lin spanks history's bottom, leaving red
hand prints. Hop in Lin's pink Cadillac and take a ride to the land inside of your mind. Nazi salutes
and Nazi behavior originated from the USA's Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, created by Francis
Bellamy, an American socialist. The author Lin Xun searches for old photos and film footage of the
early Pledge of Allegiance showing the origin of the USA's notorious stiff-armed salute. Many of
those artifacts have been found among Dr. Rex Curry's historical archival work. Curry's discoveries
are changing the history books. Please send any images or inquiries to the email address of the
publisher mentioned in the book. Each book is personally handled, wrapped, and mailed by Lin Xun
IN THE NUDE! Or by the publisher, depending on who's available. This empowering book gives
everyone a voice to transform his community. To everyone who threw up on Hitler's election night,
who sobbed on the bathroom floor at Stalin's power grab, who dry heaved trying to imagine how to
tell the children what had happened under Mao, who couldn’t stop physically shaking due to the Kim
thugs, who felt the horror of what was to come under all socialism, I say this: WE KNEW. WE KNEW.
WE KNEW. “There is rumor of a Pulitzer Prize for exposing the Pledge of Allegiance as the origin of
Nazi salutes and Nazi behavior; and the swastika as alphabetical ‘S’ letter shaped symbolism for
‘socialist.” Hooray!” - Ward Toolen, Stop The Pledge (STP) Foundation. The symbol presently known
as Lin Xun wrote a game-changer with this book. - Francis Hannah Cruz

darwin awards explained: The Darwin Awards III Wendy Northcutt, 2004-09-28 The
hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! Honoring those who
improve our gene pool by inadvertently removing themselves fromit, The Darwin Awards III includes
more than one hundred brand new, hilariously macabre mishaps and misadventures. From a sheriff
who inadvertently shot himself twice, to the insurance defrauder who amputated his leg with a
chainsaw; from a farmer who avoided bee stings by sealing his head in a plastic bag to the man
crushed by the branch he just trimmed, The Darwin Awards III proves again that when it comes to
stupidity, no species does it like we do. Featuring scientific and safety discussions and filled with
illustrations depicting inspiring examples of evolution in action, The Darwin Awards III shows once
more how uncommon common sense still is.

darwin awards explained: The Darwin Awards Next Evolution Wendy Northcutt, 2008-10-30



The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! New York Times
bestselling author Wendy Northcutt is back, asking, Have we evolved at all? The answer: Not all of
us. What crazy cocktail of DNA leads Homo sapiens to do pull-ups off the edge of a seventh-floor
balcony or wrap their lips around a paintball gun and pull the trigger? How about offering a beer to
a bear or self-testing a Taser? Why not go joyriding in a shopping cart strapped to an SUV or jump a
drawbridge on a bicycle? Fully illustrated with over a hundred new jaw-dropping and side-splitting
feats of stupidity—and including science essays by guest writers and answers to FAQs about
evolution in action—The Darwin Awards Next Evolution continues the tradition of honoring the
victims of appallingly poor survival instinct who selflessly improve our gene pool by removing
themselves from it.

darwin awards explained: The Darwin Awards 4 Wendy Northcutt, Christopher M. Kelly,
2007-10-30 The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The
Darwin Awards series is the alpha chimp of humorous human mishaps. Despite being an
international bestseller and inspiring the movie The Darwin Awards, these hilarious, cautionary
chronicles have failed to stop another generation of Darwin Award winners from steering
motorcycles with their feet, heating lava lamps on stoves, using liquid soap as brake fluid, and
drowning themselves in the kitchen sink. Filled with more than 100 new tales of evolution in action,
plus science essays and a parody research paper supporting Intelligent Design, The Darwin Awards
4 shows that when it comes to common sense, natural selection still has a long, long way to go.

darwin awards explained: From Darwinian Metaphysics Towards Understanding the Evolution
of Evolutionary Mechanisms Momme von Sydow, 2012 Although Charles Darwin predicted that his
theory 'would give zest to ... metaphysics, ' even he would be astonished at the variety of paths his
theory has in fact taken. This holds with regard to both gene-Darwinism, a purified Darwinian
approach biologizing the social sciences, and process- Darwinism found in the disciplines of
psychology, philosophy of science, and economics. Although Darwinism is often linked to highly
confirmed biological theories, some of its interpretations seem to profit from tautological claims as
well, where scientific reputation cloaks ideological usage. This book discusses central tenets of
Darwinism historically as well as systematically, for example the history of different Darwinian
paradigms, the units-of-selection debate, and the philosophical problem of induction as basis of
metaphysical Darwinism. Crucially the book addresses the Darwinian claim that evolution is
governed by an immutable and unrelentingly cruel law of natural selection. Paradoxically, Darwins
theory is a static, non-evolutionary theory of evolution. The current book sketches the historical
background and provides suggestions that may help to replace this approach by the idea of an
evolution of evolutionary mechanisms (see Escher's 'Drawing Hands' on the cover). This view even
suggests a tendency to overcome the blindness of the knowledge acquisition of primordial Darwinian
processes and allows for some freedom from external environments. This book first develops a
radically Darwinian approach, then criticises this approach from within. Even Darwinism has a
tendency to transcend itself. Although the book addresses several empirical issues, it does not
challenge particular findings. Instead it builds on many insights of Darwinism and provides a
proposal for interpreting known empirical evidence in a different light. It should help pave the way
for further developing an understanding of nature that transcends Darwinian
metaphysics--Publisher's description.

darwin awards explained: The Darwin Awards Countdown to Extinction Wendy Northcutt,
2010-10-28 The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The
Darwin Awards are more than just a brand. They're a pop culture phenomenon. With six books and a
website that draws in more than a million unique visitors every month, the Darwin Awards rivals The
Onion and The Simpsons as one of the biggest humor franchises in the world. Fully illustrated and
featuring all-new tales of the marvelously macabre, The Darwin Awards Countdown to Extinction
chronicles the astonishing acts of individuals who have taken a swan dive into the shallow end of the
gene pool. From attaching a five-horsepower engine to a barstool, to hammering a metal hook into
an explosive device, to using a taser to treat a snake bite, these gloriously gruesome incidents prove



that the countdown (to human extinction) is well under way. And we won't exit this mortal coil
without one last laugh.

darwin awards explained: Ritualizing the Disposal of the Deceased William W. McCorkle,
2010 Ritualizing the Disposal of the Deceased traces mortuary behavior from the early fossil record
to modern religious contexts in diverse cultural settings. By using archival and ethnographic
evidence from Buddhist traditions, the author highlights the disparity between doctrines that
contradict actual practices performed by Buddhists themselves. By appealing to the evolved
cognitive architecture of human minds, this book argues that ritualized disposal behavior is the
by-product of mental systems designed to handle living people. Due to complex social intelligence,
humans are compelled to handle dead people in ritualized behaviors and to represent them in
counterintuitive ways. The author also examines the professional religious guilds that have taken
advantage of these ritualized compulsions over the last several thousand years, by giving and
controlling the meanings behind these actions. Furthermore, experimental evidence is given to
support this hypothesis, providing the first mature cognitive and evolutionary theory for mortuary
behavior by humans.

darwin awards explained: Elvis, Marilyn, and the Space Aliens Robin Holabird, 2017-02-10
Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe, and space aliens like the Transformers share a surprising connection
along with James Bond, Indiana Jones, and Rocky Balboa. These beloved icons played active roles in
movie and television projects set in the state of Nevada. Long time state film commissioner and
movie reviewer Holabird explores the blending of icons and Nevada, along with her personal
experiences of watching movies, talking with famous people, and showing off a diverse range of
stunning and iconic locations like Las Vegas, Reno, Lake Tahoe, and Area 51. Holabird shows how
Nevada'’s flash, flair, and fostering of the forbidden provided magic for singers, sexpots, and strange
creatures from other worlds. She also gives readers an insider’s look into moviemaking in Nevada by
drawing on her extensive experience as a film commissioner. This is a unique take on film history
and culture, and Holabird explores eighteen film genres populated by one-of-a-kind characters with
ties to Nevada. Along with being a film history of the state of Nevada written by a consummate
insider, the book is a fun mixture of research, personal experiences, and analysis about how Nevada
became the location of choice for a broad spectrum of well-known films and characters.

darwin awards explained: Industrial Engineering in Systems Design Brian Peacock, Adedeji B.
Badiru, 2023-06-27 This book focuses on and promotes the applications of the diverse tools and
techniques of industrial engineering to the design and operation of systems in industry, business, the
government, and the military. Industrial engineering is growing rapidly as an educational option and
is a practice favorite in Asia, South America, and many parts of Europe. This book will meet the
needs of those growth markets. Industrial Engineering in Systems Design: Guidelines, Practical
Examples, Tools, and Techniques offers a wide range of engineering tools from checklists to in-depth
analysis guidelines for systems design and operation. The book discusses the integration of
industrial and systems engineering from both qualitative and quantitative techniques for systems
design. In addition, guidelines for operational resiliency for industry in the case of disruptions, such
as a pandemic are covered, and the book provides case examples for industries in developing and
under-developed nations. The inclusion of practical examples of where industrial engineering has
contributed to the advancement and survival of industries makes this book a very interesting and
useful resource. This is a practical guide for professional engineers and consultants involved in the
design and operation of systems, particularly manufacturing, production, and supply chain systems,
and can also be used as a reference for students.

darwin awards explained: Understanding the Human Mind John Terrell, Gabriel Terrell,
2020-06-09 Drawing on current research in anthropology, cognitive psychology, neuroscience, and
the humanities, Understanding the Human Mind explores how and why we, as humans, find it so
easy to believe we are right—even when we are outright wrong. Humans live out their own lives
effectively trapped in their own mind and, despite being exceptional survivors and a highly social
species, our inner mental world is often misaligned with reality. In order to understand why, John



Edward Terrell and Gabriel Stowe Terrell suggest current dual-process models of the mind overlook
our mind’s most decisive and unpredictable mode: creativity. Using a three-dimensional model of the
mind, the authors examine the human struggle to stay in touch with reality—how we succeed, how
we fail, and how winning this struggle is key to our survival in an age of mounting social problems of
our own making. Using news stories of logic-defying behavior, analogies to famous fictitious
characters, and analysis of evolutionary and cognitive psychology theory, this fascinating account of
how the mind works is a must-read for all interested in anthropology and cognitive psychology.

darwin awards explained: Ashore , 2001

darwin awards explained: What is Policing? P.A.] Waddington, Martin Wright, 2010-03-31
This text provides an accessible, up-to-date and thought-provoking introduction to policing for all
those undertaking degrees and foundation degrees. It aims not only to inform students and prepare
them for their course, but also to expose them to some of the challenges they will face as they begin
their studies and/or policing careers. This book is the essential foundation for the Policing Matters
series, explaining what policing is, what the police do, the context for policing and what are the main
issues it faces and challenges it poses.

darwin awards explained: The Darwin Awards Next Evolution Wendy Northcutt, 2008
Features examples of people whose lack of common sense resulted in their demise, in a tribute to
how the evolutionary process is improved when individuals of questionable intelligence accidentally
remove themselves from the gene pool.

darwin awards explained: Injury and Trauma in Bioarchaeology Rebecca C. Redfern,
2016-12-22 The remains of past people are a testament to their lived experiences and of the
environment in which they lived. Synthesising the latest research, this book critically examines the
sources of evidence used to understand and interpret violence in bioarchaeology, exploring the
significant light such evidence can shed on past hierarchies, gender roles and life courses. The text
draws on a diverse range of social and clinical science research to investigate violence and trauma
in the archaeological record, focussing on human remains. It examines injury patterns in different
groups as well as the biological, psychological and cultural factors that make us behave violently,
how our living environment influences injury and violence, the models used to identify and interpret
violence in the past, and how violence is used as a social tool. Drawing on a range of case studies,
Redfern explores new research directions that will contribute to nuanced interpretations of past
lives.

darwin awards explained: Blind Spots Madeleine L. Van Hecke, 2009-12-02 Psychologist Van
Hecke argues that much of what we label stupidity can better be explained as blind spots. Full of
funny, poignant stories about human foibles, Blind Spots offers many insights for improving our
social and political lives.

darwin awards explained: Common Sense as a Paradigm of Thought Tim Delaney, 2018-12-07
The notion of common sense and abiding by its implications is something that, seemingly, everyone
agrees is a good way of making behavioral decisions and conducting one's daily activities. This holds
true whether one is a liberal, moderate, or conservative; young or old; and regardless of one's race
and ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation. If utilizing common sense is such a good idea, why then,
do so many people seem to violate it? This is just one of many significant questions surrounding the
idea of common sense explored and discussed in this book. This volume presents common sense as a
‘paradigm of thought’ and as such, compares it to other major categories of thought — tradition,
faith, enlightened and rational. Combining a balance of practical, everyday approaches (through the
use of popular culture references and featured boxes) and academic analysis of core and conceptual
methodological issues, Delaney demonstrates: The limitations of common sense and its place in
everyday social interactions How we learn about common sense Why common sense is so important
Common Sense as a Paradigm of Thought introduces readers to a rich variety of sociological authors
and will appeal to students and researchers interested in fields such as: sociology, philosophy, social
psychology, cultural studies, communications and health studies.

darwin awards explained: Speaking Up Frederick Gilbert, 2013-04 Presenting to senior



decision makers can be a terrifying through the looking glass moment. The stakes are high-one
presentation can make or break a career-but the rules are utterly unclear. This book is an
indispensable resource for anyone who wants to thrive, not just survive, in a top-level meeting.

darwin awards explained: Walking Backward Catherine Austen, 2009-10-01 When Josh's
mother dies in a phobia-induced car crash, she leaves two questions for her grieving family: how did
a snake get into her car and how do you mourn with no faith to guide you? Twelve-year-old Josh is
left alone to find the answers. His father is building a time machine. His four-year-old brother's
closest friend is a plastic Power Ranger. His psychiatrist offers nothing more than a blank journal
and platitudes. Isolated by grief in a home where every day is pajama day, Josh makes death his
research project. He tests the mourning practices of religions he doesn't believe in. He tries to mend
his little brother's shattered heart. He observes, records and waits—for his life to feel normal, for his
mother's death to make sense, for his father to come out of the basement. His observations,
recorded in a series of journal entries, are funny, smart, insightful—and heartbreaking. His
conclusions about the nature of love, loss, grief and the space-time continuum are nothing less than
life-changing.
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