critical theory sociology

critical theory sociology is a vital framework within the social sciences that critically examines
society, culture, and power structures. Rooted in the Frankfurt School tradition, critical theory
sociology seeks to uncover and challenge the underlying forces of domination, inequality, and social
injustice. This approach goes beyond traditional sociology by emphasizing the importance of critique
and emancipation, addressing issues such as capitalism, ideology, race, gender, and class. The field
incorporates diverse perspectives and methodologies to analyze how social systems maintain control
and how individuals and groups resist oppression. This article explores the origins, key concepts,
influential thinkers, and contemporary applications of critical theory sociology. It also discusses its
significance in understanding modern social dynamics and its role in social transformation. The
following sections provide an organized overview of the fundamental aspects of critical theory
sociology, guiding readers through its complex theoretical landscape.

e Origins and Historical Development

e Core Concepts and Theoretical Foundations

e Key Thinkers in Critical Theory Sociology

¢ Applications and Impact on Contemporary Sociology

e Critiques and Debates within Critical Theory Sociology

Origins and Historical Development

The origins of critical theory sociology can be traced back to the early 20th century, primarily
associated with the Frankfurt School, a collective of German intellectuals who sought to merge
Marxist theory with other social sciences and philosophy. This school emerged as a response to the
limitations of orthodox Marxism and traditional sociological approaches that often ignored culture and
ideology. Early critical theorists aimed to analyze capitalist society beyond economic relations by
emphasizing the role of culture, communication, and ideology in maintaining social domination.

The Frankfurt School

The Frankfurt School, founded in the 1920s at the Institute for Social Research in Frankfurt, Germany,
played a central role in shaping critical theory sociology. Key figures such as Max Horkheimer,
Theodor Adorno, and Herbert Marcuse advanced a multidisciplinary critique that combined sociology,
philosophy, psychology, and economics. Their work focused on understanding how mass culture and
the media contributed to social control and the reproduction of capitalist ideology.



Post-World War Il Developments

After World War I, critical theory sociology expanded its scope and influence, particularly in the
United States. Scholars incorporated insights from existentialism, psychoanalysis, and later from post-
structuralist thought. This period also saw the emergence of new critical perspectives addressing
race, gender, and sexuality, broadening the critical theory framework to include various forms of
social inequality and identity politics.

Core Concepts and Theoretical Foundations

Critical theory sociology is grounded in several core concepts that collectively aim to reveal and
challenge the power dynamics embedded in social structures. These foundational ideas provide the
analytical tools necessary to critigue domination and envision emancipatory possibilities.

Ideology and Hegemony

One of the central concepts in critical theory sociology is ideology, understood as the system of
beliefs and values that justify and sustain social arrangements. Critical theorists argue that ideology
serves to naturalize inequality and obscure the interests of dominant groups. Complementing this is
the concept of hegemony, developed by Antonio Gramsci, which explains how ruling classes maintain
control through cultural and ideological means rather than by coercion alone.

Dialectical Method

The dialectical method is a philosophical approach that critical theory sociology employs to
understand social phenomena in terms of contradictions and dynamic change. This method analyzes
how opposing social forces interact, leading to conflict and potential transformation. It rejects static or
one-dimensional analyses, instead emphasizing historical context and social totality.

Emancipation and Praxis

Emancipation is a key goal of critical theory sociology, which seeks not only to interpret the world but
to change it. Praxis refers to the integration of theory and practice aimed at achieving social
liberation. Critical theorists advocate for an engaged, reflexive approach that empowers individuals
and communities to resist domination and pursue social justice.

List of Core Concepts

e Ideology and False Consciousness
e Hegemony and Cultural Domination

¢ Dialectics and Contradiction



e Social Totality and Historical Context
e Emancipation and Social Change

¢ Praxis and Critical Reflection

Key Thinkers in Critical Theory Sociology

Critical theory sociology has been shaped by numerous influential scholars whose works continue to
inform contemporary debates and research. These thinkers contributed foundational texts and
innovative ideas that expanded the understanding of power, culture, and social transformation.

Max Horkheimer

Max Horkheimer, one of the founders of the Frankfurt School, emphasized the importance of critical
reflection on society’s structures. He argued that traditional sociology was insufficient for addressing
social injustices, advocating instead for a critical approach that confronts systems of domination and
exploitation.

Theodor Adorno

Theodor Adorno developed critical theory’s analysis of culture and mass media, highlighting their role
in perpetuating conformity and suppressing critical thought. His concept of the “culture industry”
critiques how popular culture commodifies art and limits genuine individuality.

Herbert Marcuse

Herbert Marcuse introduced ideas about one-dimensional thought and technological rationality,
arguing that advanced capitalist societies create false needs that inhibit critical consciousness. His
work influenced social movements in the 1960s by linking critical theory with political activism.

Jurgen Habermas

Jurgen Habermas expanded critical theory through his theory of communicative action, emphasizing
rational discourse and democratic participation as means to achieve social integration and
emancipation. Habermas's work bridges philosophy, sociology, and political theory.

Other Influential Thinkers

Beyond the Frankfurt School, other sociologists and philosophers such as Antonio Gramsci, Michel
Foucault, and Patricia Hill Collins have contributed significantly to the evolution of critical theory
sociology, especially concerning cultural hegemony, power relations, and intersectionality.



Applications and Impact on Contemporary Sociology

Critical theory sociology continues to influence a wide range of sociological research and activism. Its
analytical frameworks are applied to study social inequality, identity politics, globalization, and
cultural phenomena, offering tools to critique and transform society.

Social Inequality and Power Structures

Critical theory sociology is instrumental in examining systemic inequalities related to class, race,
gender, and sexuality. It provides a lens to understand how power operates through institutions and
cultural norms to marginalize certain groups, fostering critical analyses that inform policy and social
justice efforts.

Cultural Critique and Media Studies

The concepts of ideology and the culture industry are foundational to cultural sociology and media
studies. Critical theory sociology helps decode how media representations shape public consciousness
and reinforce dominant ideologies, facilitating more informed media literacy and critique.

Activism and Social Movements

Critical theory sociology often intersects with activism by promoting praxis and critical engagement.
Social movements draw on its insights to challenge oppression and advocate for democratic
participation, human rights, and environmental justice.

List of Contemporary Applications

¢ Analyzing systemic racism and institutional discrimination
e Critiquing neoliberal globalization and economic inequality
e Examining gender roles and feminist theory
e Studying digital culture and media influence

e Supporting grassroots movements and community organizing

Critiques and Debates within Critical Theory Sociology

While critical theory sociology has been influential, it has also faced critiques and ongoing debates
regarding its methodology, scope, and political implications. These discussions contribute to the
continuous refinement and evolution of the field.



Accusations of Elitism and Abstractness

Some critics argue that critical theory sociology can be overly abstract and disconnected from
empirical realities, making it difficult to apply practically. Additionally, its complex language and
philosophical foundations have sometimes been seen as elitist or inaccessible to broader audiences.

Political Bias and Ideological Limitations

Critical theory’s explicit normative commitment to emancipation has led to accusations of political
bias, with some suggesting it prioritizes ideology over objective social analysis. This debate centers
on the balance between critique and scientific neutrality in sociology.

Challenges from Postmodern and Postcolonial Perspectives

Postmodern and postcolonial theorists have challenged classical critical theory’s Eurocentric
assumptions and universal claims. These critiques have pushed critical theory sociology to
incorporate more diverse voices and address global power asymmetries more effectively.

List of Common Critiques

Abstract theoretical language limiting accessibility

Potential political partiality affecting objectivity

Eurocentrism and insufficient attention to global diversity

Underemphasis on empirical research methods

Challenges integrating diverse epistemologies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is critical theory in sociology?

Critical theory in sociology is an approach that critiques and seeks to change society by examining
power structures, social inequalities, and ideologies that perpetuate domination and oppression.

Who are the key figures associated with critical theory in
sociology?

Key figures include members of the Frankfurt School such as Max Horkheimer, Theodor Adorno,
Herbert Marcuse, and later scholars like Jirgen Habermas, who developed critical theory as a social



philosophy.

How does critical theory differ from traditional sociological
theories?

Critical theory differs by emphasizing the need for social change and emancipation, focusing on power
relations and social justice, rather than merely explaining or understanding social phenomena.

What role does ideology play in critical theory sociology?

In critical theory, ideology is seen as a tool that maintains existing power structures by shaping
beliefs and norms that justify social inequalities and prevent critical awareness among the oppressed.

How is critical theory applied in contemporary sociological
research?

Contemporary sociological research applies critical theory by analyzing issues like race, gender, class,
and media representation to uncover systemic inequalities and advocate for transformative social
change.

Additional Resources

1. Dialectic of Enlightenment

Written by Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. Adorno, this seminal work explores the paradoxes of the
Enlightenment and critiques the culture industry. It addresses how reason, intended to liberate
humanity, can also lead to domination and social control. The book is foundational in critical theory,
examining the relationship between enlightenment, capitalism, and modern society.

2. One-Dimensional Man

Herbert Marcuse’s influential book critiques advanced industrial societies for creating conformist, one-
dimensional individuals who lack critical thought. Marcuse argues that consumer culture and mass
media suppress dissent and reinforce existing power structures. This work remains vital for
understanding the social mechanisms that limit freedom and critical consciousness.

3. Society of the Spectacle

Guy Debord’s classic text analyzes how modern society has shifted towards a spectacle-driven culture
where representation and images dominate reality. Debord critiques the commodification of social life
and the passive consumption of media that alienates individuals from genuine social interactions. The
book is a cornerstone of critical theory related to media, culture, and capitalism.

4. Critical Theory and Society: A Reader

Edited by Stephen Eric Bronner, this anthology compiles essential writings from key figures in the
Frankfurt School and other critical theorists. It covers topics such as ideology, culture, and political
economy, providing a comprehensive introduction to critical theory’s role in sociology. The reader is
valuable for students and scholars seeking a broad overview of critical theoretical perspectives.

5. The Cultural Turn: Selected Writings on the Postmodern, 1983-1998
Fredric Jameson’s collection of essays explores the intersections of culture, politics, and



postmodernism within a critical theory framework. Jameson examines how cultural productions reflect
and shape socio-economic conditions, especially under late capitalism. His work is essential for
understanding contemporary cultural criticism and its sociological implications.

6. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere

Jirgen Habermas investigates the historical development of the public sphere and its role in
democratic societies. He analyzes how social structures and communication practices influence public
discourse and political participation. This book is key to understanding the interplay between society,
media, and democracy from a critical theory perspective.

7. Black Skin, White Masks

Frantz Fanon’s powerful exploration of race, identity, and colonialism blends psychoanalysis with
critical theory. He examines the psychological effects of colonization on the colonized and critiques
the pervasive racism in postcolonial societies. The book remains a crucial text in critical sociology,
especially concerning race relations and decolonization.

8. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity

Judith Butler challenges traditional notions of gender and identity, proposing that gender is
performative and socially constructed. Butler’s work intersects critical theory with feminist sociology,
queer theory, and poststructuralism. This book has significantly influenced debates on identity politics
and social norms.

9. The Wretched of the Earth

Written by Frantz Fanon, this book offers a critical analysis of colonialism and its aftermath, focusing
on the violence and psychological trauma experienced by colonized peoples. Fanon advocates for
revolutionary change and critiques both colonial powers and postcolonial elites. It is a foundational
text for understanding critical theory in the context of global inequality and resistance.

Critical Theory Sociology

Find other PDF articles:

http://www.speargroupllc.com/games-suggest-004/Book?dataid=AAs63-0163&title=the-secret-of-the
-house-walkthrough.pdf

critical theory sociology: Critical Theory and the Sociology of Knowledge Leon Bailey,
1994 The contrast between the critical theory of the Frankfurt School and Karl Mannheim's
sociology of knowledge has often been noted, but never fully explicated. Most accounts of the
Frankfurt School's critique of Mannheim have taken the form of partisan affirmations or denials of
its success. This study provides the first detailed comparison of these two conflicting approaches to
the theory of ideology. Following reconstructions of the origins of the two perspectives and a review
of the Frankfurt School's critique of Mannheim, a systematic comparison is developed around the
four central issues of totality, consciousness and social existence, ideology, and truth. An analysis of
the significance of the contrast for current debates in social theory is offered in conclusion.

critical theory sociology: Introduction to Critical Theory David Held, 2023-04-28 The
writings of the critical theorists caught the imagination of students and intellectuals in the 1960s
and 1970s. They became a key element in the formation and self-understanding of the New Left, and
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have been the subject of continuing controversy. Partly because of their rise to prominence during
the political turmoil of the sixties, and partly because they draw on traditions rarely studied in the
Anglo-American world, the works of these authors are often misunderstood. In this book David Held
provides a much-needed introduction to, and evaluation of, critical theory. He is concerned mainly
with the thought of the Frankfurt school—Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse, in particular—and with
Habermas, one of Europe's leading contemporary thinkers. Several of the major themes considered
are critical theory's relation to Marx's critique of the political economy, Freudian psychoanalysis,
aesthetics, and the philosophy of history. There is also a discussion of critical theory's substantive
contribution to the analysis of capitalism, culture, the family, and the individual, as well as its
contribution to epistemology and methodology. Held's book will be necessary reading for all
concerned with understanding and evaluating one of the most influential intellectual movements of
our time.

critical theory sociology: Key Concepts in Critical Social Theory Nick Crossley, 2004-12-09
Clear and accessible, Key Concepts in Critical Social Theory makes difficult ideas available to an
undergraduate audience. - Larry Ray, Professor of Sociology, University of Kent The SAGE Key
Concepts series provides students with accessible and authoritative knowledge of the essential
topics in a variety of disciplines. Cross-referenced throughout, the format encourages critical
evaluation through understanding. Written by experienced and respected academics, the books are
indispensable study aids and guides to comprehension. Key Concepts in Critical Social Theory:
Provides brief accounts of the central ideas behind the key concepts Prepares students to tackle
primary texts, giving them a point of reference when they find themselves stuck Discusses each
concept in an introductory way Offers further reading guidance for independent learning. This is an
essential companion for reading for students across the social sciences who are exploring critical
theory for the first time.

critical theory sociology: Critical Theory and Methodology Raymond A. Morrow, David D.
Brown, 1994-06-24 Recipient of Choice Magazine’'s 1996 Outstanding Academic Book Award Author
Raymond Morrow outlines and recounts the development of the major tenets of critical theory,
exemplifying them through the works of two of their most influential, recent adherents: Jurgen
Habermas and Anthony Giddens. Beginning with a comprehensive yet meticulous explication of
critical theory and its history, the author next discusses it within the context of a research program;
his work concludes with an examination of empirical methods. Emphasizing the connections
between critical theory, empirical research, and social science methodology, Morrow’s volume offers
refreshing insights on traditional and current material.

critical theory sociology: Critical Theory Alan How, 2017-03-07 This book examines the
intellectual contribution made by Frankfurt School Critical Theory to our understanding of modern
life. Thematically organized and offering a strong mix of historical and contemporary material, it
considers the work of both the first and second generation. While the work of the latter is often
taken to exceed that of the former, the author suggests that insights gleaned by both, regarding the
human subject, offer a significant alternative to post-modern ideas.

critical theory sociology: Beyond Friend and Foe Volker Heins, 2011-01-19 The book
provides a thematic account of the changing political thought of critical theorists from Adorno to
Habermas and Honneth. Its purpose is to establish the relevance of this tradition for contemporary
political theory and philosophy.

critical theory sociology: Critical theory and sociological theory Darrow Schecter, 2019-07-29
Democracy in the twenty-first century faces a number of major challenges, populism, neoliberalism
and globalisation being three of the most prominent. This book examines such challenges by
investigating how the conditions of democratic statehood have been altered at several key historical
intervals since 1945. It demonstrates that the formal mechanisms of democratic statehood, such as
elections, have always been complemented by civic, cultural, educational, socio-economic and
constitutional institutions that mediate between citizens and state authority. Rearticulating critical
theory with a contemporary focus, the book shows why a sociological approach is urgently needed to




address conceptual deficits and explain how the formal mechanisms of democratic statehood need to
be complemented and updated in new ways today.

critical theory sociology: Introduction to Sociology Theodor W. Adorno, 2002-05-01
Introduction to Sociology distills decades of distinguished work in sociology by one of this century(]s
most influential thinkers in the areas of social theory, philosophy, aesthetics, and music. It consists
of a course of seventeen lectures given by Theodor W. Adorno in May-July 1968, the last lecture
series before his death in 1969. Captured by tape recorder (which Adorno called [Jthe fingerprint of
the living mind[]), these lectures present a somewhat different, and more accessible, Adorno from
the one who composed the faultlessly articulated and almost forbiddingly perfect prose of the works
published in his lifetime. Here we can follow Adorno[]s thought in the process of formation (he spoke
from brief notes), endowed with the spontaneity and energy of the spoken word. The lectures form
an ideal introduction to Adorno[Js work, acclimatizing the reader to the greater density of thought
and language of his classic texts. Delivered at the time of the [Jpositivist dispute[] in sociology,
Adorno defends the position of the [JFrankfurt School[] against criticism from mainstream positivist
sociologists. He sets out a conception of sociology as a discipline going beyond the compilation and
interpretation of empirical facts, its truth being inseparable from the essential structure of society
itself. Adorno sees sociology not as one academic discipline among others, but as an over-arching
discipline that impinges on all aspects of social life. Tracing the history of the discipline and insisting
that the historical context is constitutive of sociology itself, Adorno addresses a wide range of topics,
including: the purpose of studying sociology; the relation of sociology and politics; the influence of
Saint-Simon, Comte, Durkheim, Weber, Marx, and Freud; the contributions of ethnology and
anthropology; the relationship of method to subject matter; the problems of quantitative analysis;
the fetishization of science; and the separation of sociology and social philosophy.

critical theory sociology: Critical Theory Max Horkheimer, 1972-01-01 These essays, written
in the 1930s and 1940s, represent a first selection in English from the major work of the founder of
the famous Institute for Social Research in Frankfurt. Horkheimer's writings are essential to an
understanding of the intellectual background of the New Left and the to much current
social-philosophical thought, including the work of Herbert Marcuse. Apart from their historical
significance and even from their scholarly eminence, these essays contain an immediate relevance
only now becoming fully recognized.

critical theory sociology: Changing Social Science Daniel R. Sabia, Jerald Wallulis, 1983-01-01
Changing Social Science is both a description of and prescription for the current unease in the social
sciences. It brings together articles by philosophers, sociologists, and political scientists who
advocate changing the way social science is conceived and practiced. Focusing on the thought of
past and present critics and proponents of critical inquiry--especially on the critical theory of Jurgen
Habermas and on the disciplines of political science and sociology--collaborators on this volume
support a critical form of social and political inquiry, outline its main characteristics, and examine its
foundations, options, and unresolved problems. The book is divided into section on reflexivity,
methodology and explanation, and criticism and advocacy. From an introductory overview of the
collection of articles and an account of the central issues in critical inquiry, discussions ensue on the
methodological inadequacies and political implications of naturalist approaches to social and
political inquiry; the nature and foundations of interpretive approaches to social science; the role,
nature, and limits of causal explanations and causal theories of human action; the role of values in
research and theory; and defenses and criticisms of the normative aspirations of both Habermas's
critical theory and of critical social science in general.

critical theory sociology: Marx, Critical Theory, and Religion , 2006-08-01 The Sociology of
Religion has had several frameworks guiding its analysis including functionalism, interpretive
sociology, phenomenology, symbolic interactionism and now rational choice theory. Marxism has
tended to ignore religion assuming it is something that would eventually disappear even though it
retained theological elements. This collection of essays brings together a group of scholars who use
frameworks provided by Marx and Critical Theory in analyzing religion. It's goal is to establish a



critical theory of religion within the sociology of religion as an alternative to rational choice. In doing
so, it engages in a critique of the positivism, uncritical praise of the market (neoconservativism) and
one dimensional conception of rationality of the rational choice theory of religion.

critical theory sociology: A Critical Theory Of Public Life Ben Agger, 2013-10-31 This text
collects together Ben Agger's essays on the origins, significance and applications of critical theory -
a perspective associated with the Frankfurt School. The essays address a variety of topics including
the viability of Marxist theory and new social movements.

critical theory sociology: No Social Science without Critical Theory Harry F. Dahms,
2008-06-16 Highlights the problematic nature of mainstream perspectives, and the growing need to
reaffirm how the specific kind of critique the early Frankfurt School theorists advocated is not less,
but far more important today. This book also includes chapters that offer a broad and diverse look at
social science and critical theory.

critical theory sociology: Critical Theory, Politics and Society Peter M.R. Stirk, 2005-03-01
From the launch of the Journal of Social Research in 1932 to the recent work of Jurgen Habermas on
law and democracy, the Frankfurt School has produced some of the most ambitious and influential
theories of the past century. This new introduction to the critical theory of the School provides a
thorough, concise and up-to-date assessment of thinkers including Pollock, Marcuse, Horkheimer,
Adorno, Neumann, Lowenthal, Fromm, Kirchheimer and Habermas. Peter Stirk's lively account
places the formative work of the School within the context of the Weimar Republic and of Nazi
Germany. He contrasts this environment with the very different background of 1950s Germany in
which Habermas embarked on his academic career. Stirk goes on to discuss the enduring relevance
of political theory to the contemporary political agenda. In particular, he illustrates the continuing
validity of the Frankfurt School's criticism of positivist, metaphysical and more recently
postmodernist views, and its members' attempts to incorporate psychological perspectives into
broader theories of social dynamics. He assesses their contribution to key areas of contemporary
debate, including morality, interest, individual and collective identity and the analysis of
authoritarian and democratic states. Specifically focused on the interests and needs of social
scientists, philosophers and historians of ideas, Critical Theory, Politics and Society is an essential
book both for students and for all those who wish to grasp the contours of critical theory and to
understand its enduring relevance.

critical theory sociology: The Vitality of Critical Theory Harry F. Dahms, 2011-05-19 States
that the critical theory of the Frankfurt School is as important today, if not more so, as it was at its
inception during the 1930s. This title looks at the distinguishing features of this tradition and how it
is critical, yet also complementary, of other approaches in the social sciences, especially in
sociology.

critical theory sociology: Critical Social Theory Tim Dant, 2003 Critical theory has left an
indelible mark on postwar social thought. But what are the relations between critical theory and 'the
cultural turn'? This text demonstrates the origins of critical theory in the Marxian analysis of the
capitalist mode of production and Freudian psychoanalysis.

critical theory sociology: On Critical Theory John O'Neill, 1977

critical theory sociology: Critical Social Theory and the End of Work Edward Granter,
2016-04-22 Critical Social Theory and the End of Work examines the development and sociological
significance of the idea that work is being eliminated through the use of advanced production
technology. Granter’s engagement with the work of key American and European figures such as
Marx, Marcuse, Gorz, Habermas and Negri, focuses his arguments for the abolition of labour as a
response to the current socio-historical changes affecting our work ethic and consumer ideology. By
combining history of ideas with social theory, this book considers how the 'end of work' thesis has
developed and has been critically implemented in the analysis of modern society. This book will
appeal to scholars of sociology, history of ideas, social and cultural theory as well as those working
in the fields of critical management and sociology of work.

critical theory sociology: Theory and Politics Helmut Dubiel, 1985 This important study of the



relationship between historical developments and the work of the scholars associated with the
Frankfurt Institute for Social Research yields fascinating insights into the actual workings of the
Institute and the relationships among its members. The book has already had a major impact in
Germany, where it has opened up the subject for argument and analysis by a new generation of
scholars.Theory and Politics first explores the effect of political experience on the process of theory
construction from 1930 to 1945. The central figure in this examination is Max Horkheimer, whose
work is seen as the key to the shift in the Frankfurt School's focus from materialism to Critical
Theory to a critique of instrumental reason. Within each of the three periods defined by these foci
the author examines external historical-political events (including the School's emigration to
America) and their reflection in the group's changing conception of the relation of theory to practice
as well as in its detailed theoretical position. Along the way he helps to clarify such questions as the
Schools's evolving attitudes toward the Soviet Union, fascism, science, and the desired utopia.The
book then examines what may have been the strongest stage of Critical Theory - the program for
interdisciplinary research that emerged in the early 1930s. The author acutely portrays
Horkheimer's conception of a synthesis between philosophy and empirical social science that would
result in a form of social research relevant to the central problems of the day.As Martin Jay notes in
his foreword, Helmut Dubiel has become not only an analyst of Critical Theory but a gifted
contributor to its ongoing reception and development. He is currently a research fellow at the
University of Frankfurt. Theory and Politics is included in the series, Studies in Contemporary
German Social Thought, edited by Thomas McCarthy.

critical theory sociology: The Challenge of Progress Harry F. Dahms, 2019-11-26 Globalization
has accelerated the process of social, political, cultural, and especially economic transformations
since the 1990s. Examining the choices of modern society, Dahms and contributors ask: what are the
social costs of “progress”?
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