criminal justice reform

criminal justice reform has become a pivotal topic in contemporary discussions about fairness,
equity, and efficiency within the legal system. This multifaceted movement focuses on addressing
systemic issues such as mass incarceration, racial disparities, sentencing policies, and rehabilitation
practices. The goal of criminal justice reform is to create a more just and effective system that
balances public safety with the rights and dignity of all individuals. This article explores the key
components of criminal justice reform, including policy changes, the role of community programs, and
the impact of legislative efforts. It also examines the challenges and potential outcomes of
implementing reforms nationwide. Understanding these elements is essential for comprehending the
ongoing efforts to transform the criminal justice landscape. The following sections detail the history,
current initiatives, and future directions of criminal justice reform.
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Overview of Criminal Justice Reform

Criminal justice reform encompasses a broad range of efforts aimed at improving the legal and
correctional systems in the United States and beyond. It addresses issues such as mass incarceration,
racial and socioeconomic disparities, and the effectiveness of law enforcement and judicial processes.
Reform advocates seek to reduce prison populations, enhance fairness in sentencing, and improve
rehabilitation and reintegration opportunities for offenders. The movement has gained momentum
due to growing awareness of systemic problems and the social and economic costs associated with
the current system.

Historical Context

The origins of criminal justice reform date back to early movements for prison improvements and
fairer sentencing practices. Over time, reform efforts have evolved in response to changes in crime
rates, public opinion, and political priorities. The late 20th century saw a rise in incarceration rates,
prompting renewed calls for reform in the 21st century to address the consequences of harsh
sentencing laws and mandatory minimums.



Importance of Reform

Reforming the criminal justice system is critical for ensuring equal protection under the law and
promoting social justice. Systemic biases have led to disproportionate impacts on marginalized
communities, particularly people of color. Criminal justice reform aims to dismantle these inequities
while maintaining public safety and supporting victims' rights.

Key Areas of Reform

Criminal justice reform targets several core areas where change is most needed. These include
sentencing policies, prison conditions, law enforcement practices, and the reentry process for
formerly incarcerated individuals. Each area contributes to the overall effectiveness and fairness of
the system.

Sentencing Reform

Sentencing reform focuses on reducing excessive penalties, eliminating mandatory minimum
sentences, and promoting alternatives to incarceration. This approach seeks to ensure that
punishments are proportionate to the offenses and consider individual circumstances.

Policing Practices

Reform in law enforcement involves increasing accountability, reducing use-of-force incidents, and
building community trust. Efforts include instituting body cameras, revising use-of-force policies, and
improving training on bias and de-escalation tactics.

Prison Conditions and Rehabilitation

Improving prison conditions is essential for respecting human rights and supporting offender
rehabilitation. Criminal justice reform advocates for better healthcare, education programs, and
mental health services within correctional facilities to reduce recidivism.

Reentry and Support Services

Effective reentry programs help formerly incarcerated individuals reintegrate into society by providing
access to housing, employment, and counseling. These services are critical for reducing repeat
offenses and promoting long-term public safety.

Policy and Legislative Changes

Legislative efforts play a central role in advancing criminal justice reform. Lawmakers at federal,
state, and local levels have introduced various bills and policies to address sentencing disparities, bail
reform, and prison overcrowding.



Sentencing and Bail Reform Legislation

Several states have enacted laws to eliminate cash bail systems and implement risk assessment tools
that aim to reduce pretrial detention without compromising safety. Similarly, sentencing reform laws
seek to revise guidelines to avoid unnecessarily harsh penalties for nonviolent offenses.

Decriminalization and Diversion Programs

Policies that decriminalize certain offenses, such as drug possession, and expand diversion programs
have gained support as means to reduce the burden on courts and prisons. These initiatives
emphasize treatment and rehabilitation over incarceration.

Federal Initiatives

At the federal level, acts like the First Step Act demonstrate efforts to reform sentencing, improve
prison conditions, and expand rehabilitation programs. These initiatives set precedents for states to
follow in their own reform agendas.

Community-Based Programs and Alternatives

Community programs are vital components of criminal justice reform, providing alternatives to
incarceration and support systems that foster positive outcomes for individuals involved with the
justice system.

Restorative Justice Practices

Restorative justice focuses on repairing harm caused by criminal behavior through mediated
meetings between offenders and victims. This practice promotes accountability and healing, often
reducing the need for traditional punitive measures.

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment

Specialized programs address underlying issues contributing to criminal behavior, such as addiction
and mental illness. Treatment-focused interventions in the community help prevent cycles of arrest
and incarceration.

Educational and Vocational Training

Providing education and job training to incarcerated and formerly incarcerated individuals supports
successful reintegration and reduces recidivism rates. These programs equip participants with skills
necessary for gainful employment.



Challenges in Implementing Reform

Despite widespread support, criminal justice reform faces significant obstacles, including political
resistance, funding limitations, and deeply entrenched systemic practices.

Political and Institutional Barriers

Reform efforts often encounter opposition from stakeholders invested in maintaining the status quo,
such as certain law enforcement agencies and private prison operators. Political divisions can also
hinder the passage of meaningful legislation.

Resource Constraints

Implementing comprehensive reforms requires substantial investment in community services,
training, and infrastructure. Budgetary constraints at various government levels can delay or limit the
scope of reforms.

Measuring Impact and Effectiveness

Assessing the success of reform initiatives is complex due to varied local conditions and long-term
outcomes. Reliable data collection and analysis are necessary to guide policy adjustments and
demonstrate benefits.

Future Trends in Criminal Justice Reform

The future of criminal justice reform is likely to be shaped by technological advancements, evolving
public attitudes, and ongoing research into effective practices.

Technology and Data-Driven Approaches

Innovations such as predictive analytics, electronic monitoring, and improved data systems can
enhance decision-making and transparency in the justice process. These tools offer opportunities to
tailor interventions and allocate resources more effectively.

Expansion of Holistic and Integrated Models

Future reforms may increasingly incorporate holistic approaches that combine legal, social, and
health services to address the root causes of criminal behavior. Integrated models emphasize
collaboration among agencies and community organizations.



Continued Focus on Equity and Inclusion

Efforts to eliminate racial and socioeconomic disparities will remain central to reform initiatives.
Policies designed to promote equity and inclusion aim to create a justice system that serves all
communities fairly and respectfully.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is criminal justice reform?

Criminal justice reform refers to efforts aimed at improving the fairness, effectiveness, and efficiency
of the criminal justice system, often focusing on reducing incarceration rates, addressing systemic
biases, and promoting rehabilitation over punishment.

Why is criminal justice reform important?

Criminal justice reform is important because it seeks to create a more equitable system that protects
individual rights, reduces racial and economic disparities, lowers prison populations, and enhances
public safety through more effective rehabilitation and prevention strategies.

What are some common goals of criminal justice reform?

Common goals include reducing mandatory minimum sentences, eliminating cash bail, promoting
alternatives to incarceration, improving police accountability, addressing racial disparities, and
investing in reentry programs to support formerly incarcerated individuals.

How does criminal justice reform address mass incarceration?

Reform efforts address mass incarceration by advocating for sentencing reforms, decriminalizing
certain offenses, expanding diversion programs, and increasing access to treatment for substance
abuse and mental health issues, thereby reducing the prison population.



What role does community policing play in criminal justice
reform?

Community policing is a key component of reform that emphasizes building trust and collaboration
between law enforcement and communities to prevent crime, improve accountability, and ensure
policing practices are fair and respectful of citizens' rights.

Additional Resources

1. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness

Michelle Alexander’s groundbreaking book explores the systemic racial biases embedded within the
American criminal justice system. She argues that mass incarceration functions as a modern system
of racial control, disproportionately affecting African Americans. The book calls for urgent reforms to
dismantle these inequities and advocates for restorative justice approaches.

2. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption

Bryan Stevenson’s memoir recounts his experiences as a lawyer fighting for marginalized individuals
wrongly condemned or unfairly treated in the legal system. The book highlights cases of injustice,
including death row appeals, and emphasizes the need for compassion and systemic change.
Stevenson’s work has been influential in raising awareness about the flaws in the justice system.

3. Are Prisons Obsolete?

Written by Angela Y. Davis, this book challenges the very foundation of the prison system. Davis
argues that prisons are an outdated solution to social problems and advocates for alternatives that
focus on rehabilitation and social justice. She provides historical context and critiques the prison-
industrial complex, urging readers to rethink punishment.

4. Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America

James Forman Jr. examines the complexities of criminal justice reform within Black communities,
exploring how policies intended to reduce crime often contributed to mass incarceration. The book
delves into the roles played by Black leaders and activists in shaping law enforcement and sentencing
practices. It offers a nuanced perspective on the challenges of reform.

5. Chokehold: Policing Black Men

Paul Butler provides a critical analysis of the relationship between law enforcement and Black men in
the United States. Drawing on personal experiences and legal expertise, Butler discusses systemic
racism, police brutality, and the need for comprehensive reform. The book calls for reimagining
policing and justice to ensure equity and accountability.

6. From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation

Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor explores the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement and its implications
for criminal justice reform. She connects contemporary activism to historical struggles against racial
oppression and critiques institutional racism in policing and the courts. The book argues for
transformative changes beyond policy tweaks toward Black liberation.

7. Prisoners of Politics: Breaking the Cycle of Mass Incarceration

Rachel Elise Barkow analyzes the political and institutional factors driving mass incarceration in the
United States. The book discusses how tough-on-crime policies became entrenched and offers
practical solutions for policymakers. Barkow advocates for reducing reliance on incarceration and



investing in community-based alternatives.

8. The End of Policing

Alex S. Vitale argues that many problems attributed to crime are better addressed through social
services rather than policing. He critiques the expansion of police roles into areas like mental health
and homelessness, showing how this leads to over-policing and violence. The book calls for defunding
the police and reallocating resources to public health and education.

9. Sentencing and Sanctions in Western Countries

This comparative study by Michael Tonry examines sentencing practices across various Western
countries, highlighting differences and common challenges in criminal justice systems. The book
provides insights into how reforms in sentencing and sanctions can reduce incarceration rates and
improve fairness. It serves as a valuable resource for understanding global approaches to justice
reform.
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criminal justice reform: Explaining Criminal Justice David Duffee, 1980

criminal justice reform: Collision Course Kathleen Auerhahn, 2022-01-14 This book is about
the convergence of trends in two American institutions - the economy and the criminal justice
system. The American economy has radically transformed in the past half-century, led by advances
in automation technology that have permanently altered labor market dynamics. Over the same
period, the US criminal justice system experienced an unprecedented expansion, at great cost.
These costs include not only the $80 billion annually in direct expenditures on criminal justice, but
also the devastating impacts experienced by justice-involved individuals, families, and communities.
This book examines these potential consequences, the meaning of work in American society, and
suggests alternative redistributive and policy solutions to avert the collision course of these
economic and criminal justice policy trends.

criminal justice reform: Handbook of Issues in Criminal Justice Reform in the United States
Elizabeth Jeglic, Cynthia Calkins, 2021-12-04 This handbook provides a holistic and comprehensive
examination of issues related to criminal justice reform in the United States from a multidisciplinary
perspective. Divided into five key domains of reform in the criminal justice system, it analyzes: -
Policing - Policy and sentencing - Reentry - Treatment - Alternatives to incarceration Each section
provides a history and overview of the domain within the criminal justice system, followed by
chapters discussing issues integral to reform. The volume emphasizes decreasing incarceration and
minimizing racial, ethnic and economic inequalities. Each section ends with tangible
recommendations, based on evidence-based approaches for reform. Of interest to researchers,
scholars, activists and policy makers, this unique volume offers a pathway for the future of criminal
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justice reform in the United States.

criminal justice reform: Locked In John Pfaff, 2017-02-07 A groundbreaking reassessment of
the American prison system, challenging the widely accepted explanations for our exploding
incarceration rates In Locked In, John Pfaff argues that the factors most commonly cited to explain
mass incarceration -- the failed War on Drugs, draconian sentencing laws, an increasing reliance on
private prisons -- tell us much less than we think. Instead, Pfaff urges us to look at other factors,
especially a major shift in prosecutor behavior that occurred in the mid-1990s, when prosecutors
began bringing felony charges against arrestees about twice as often as they had before. An
authoritative, clear-eyed account of a national catastrophe, Locked In is a must-read for anyone who
dreams of an America that is not the world's most imprisoned nation (Chris Hayes, author of A
Colony in a Nation). It transforms our understanding of what ails the American system of
punishment and ultimately forces us to reconsider how we can build a more equitable and humane
society.

criminal justice reform: Trial and Error in Criminal Justice Reform Greg Berman, Aubrey
Fox, 2016-03-21 In this revised edition of their concise, readable, yet wide-ranging book, Greg
Berman and Aubrey Fox tackle a question students and scholars of law, criminology, and political
science constantly face: what mistakes have led to the problems that pervade the criminal justice
system in the United States? The reluctance of criminal justice policymakers to talk openly about
failure, the authors argue, has stunted the public conversation about crime in this country and
stifled new ideas. It has also contributed to our inability to address such problems as chronic
offending in low-income neighborhoods, an overreliance on incarceration, the misuse of pretrial
detention, and the high rates of recidivism among parolees. Berman and Fox offer students and
policymakers an escape from this fate by writing about failure in the criminal justice system. Their
goal is to encourage a more forthright dialogue about criminal justice, one that acknowledges that
many new initiatives fail and that no one knows for certain how to reduce crime. For the authors,
this is not a source of pessimism, but a call to action. This revised edition is updated with a new
foreword by Cyrus R. Vance, Jr., and afterword by Greg Berman.

criminal justice reform: Criminal Justice Reform Zara Sagan, 2025-01-08 Criminal Justice
Reform presents a comprehensive examination of America's legal system, focusing on the striking
reality that the United States, with just 5% of the world's population, houses 25% of global prison
inmates. This data-driven analysis explores the interconnected challenges of structural inequities,
mass incarceration's economic impact, and the potential of evidence-based rehabilitation programs
to transform the current system. The book methodically progresses from an historical overview of
criminal justice since the 1970s through detailed examinations of key issues like mandatory
minimum sentences and three-strikes laws. By combining quantitative data from the Bureau of
Justice Statistics with qualitative research from legal scholars and criminologists, it builds a
compelling case that current practices often perpetuate rather than prevent criminal behavior. The
analysis is particularly noteworthy for its integration of international perspectives, examining
successful reform models from countries like Norway and Portugal. What sets this work apart is its
practical approach to reform, offering concrete solutions backed by empirical evidence rather than
theoretical frameworks alone. The book explores emerging strategies such as risk assessment tools
and restorative justice practices, while carefully evaluating their effectiveness. For practitioners and
policymakers, it provides detailed implementation guidelines complete with cost-benefit analyses,
making it an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to understand or advance meaningful changes
in America's criminal justice system.

criminal justice reform: Race to Incarcerate Marc Mauer, 2006-04-28 In this revised edition
of his seminal book on race, class, and the criminal justice system, Marc Mauer, executive director
of one of the United States' leading criminal justice reform organizations, offers the most up-to-date
look available at three decades of prison expansion in America. Including newly written material on
recent developments under the Bush administration and updated statistics, graphs, and charts
throughout, the book tells the tragic story of runaway growth in the number of prisons and jails and



the overreliance on imprisonment to stem problems of economic and social development. Called
sober and nuanced by Publishers Weekly, Race to Incarcerate documents the enormous financial
and human toll of the get tough movement, and argues for more humane—and
productive—alternatives.

criminal justice reform: Global Perspectives on Reforming the Criminal Justice System
Pittaro, Michael, 2021-06-25 The often-tenuous relationship between law enforcement and
communities of color, namely African Americans, has grown increasingly strained, and the call for
justice has once again ignited the demand for criminal justice reform. Rebuilding the trust between
the police and the citizens that they have sworn to protect and serve requires that criminal justice
practitioners and educators collaborate with elected officials and commit to an open, ongoing
dialogue on the most challenging issues that remain unresolved but demand collective attention and
support. Reform measures are not limited to policing policies and practices, but rather extend
throughout the criminal justice system. There is no denying that the criminal justice system as we
know it is flawed, but not beyond repair. Global Perspectives on Reforming the Criminal Justice
System provides in-depth and current research about the criminal justice system around the world,
its many inadequacies, and why it urgently needs reformation. Offering a fully fleshed outline of the
current system, this book details the newest research and is incredibly important to fully understand
the flaws of the criminal justice system across the globe. The goals of this book are to improve and
advance the criminal justice system by addressing the glaring weaknesses within the system and
discuss potential reforms including decreasing the prison population (decarceration) and improving
police/community relations. Highlighting topics that include accountability, community-oriented
policing, ethics, and mass incarceration, this book is ideal for law enforcement officers,
trainers/educators, government officials, policymakers, correctional officers, court officials,
professionals, researchers, academicians, and students in the fields of criminal justice, criminology,
sociology, psychology, addictions, mental health, social work, public policy, and public
administration.

criminal justice reform: Progressive Prosecution Kim Taylor-Thompson, Anthony C.
Thompson, 2024-09-03 Provides compelling and manageable solutions for how to reform the
criminal justice system from the inside out A racial reckoning in the US criminal justice system was
long overdue well before the highly publicized murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and many
others in 2020. Progressive Prosecution argues that prosecutors, having helped build our failed
system of mass incarceration, must now lead the charge to dismantle it. With contributions from
practicing district attorneys as well as leading scholars in the fields of law and criminal justice,
Taylor-Thompson and Thompson’s volume offers an unapologetically ambitious vision for reform.
The contributors draw from empirical evidence and years of combined research experience to argue
that change must happen at the local level, with prosecutors choosing to adopt race-conscious
approaches. These prosecutors must do the hard work themselves, actively focusing on the ways
that race misshapes perceptions of criminality, influences discretionary calls, affects how we select
juries, and induces a reliance on punitive responses. Progressive Prosecution acts as both a call to
action and a practical guide, instructing prosecutors on what they need to do to bring about lasting
and meaningful change. Progressive Prosecution is an urgent work of scholarship, a must-read for
anyone committed to racial equity and meaningful criminal justice reform.

criminal justice reform: Confronting Underground Justice William R. Kelly, 2018-10-29 Plea
negotiation is rife with due process concerns, including a heightened risk of coerced pleas, ignoring
mens rea, serious questions about assistance of counsel, limited discovery and little litigation of the
evidence, the conviction of innocent defendants and significant questions about fairness and equity.
Plea negotiation is also the fast track to criminal conviction, tough punishment, and mass
incarceration. From the perspective of public policy, plea negotiation perpetuates a harm based,
retribution focused system of crime and punishment. Because of the failures of public health, the
justice system has become a dumping ground for hundreds of thousands of mentally ill, substance
addicted and abusing, and neurocognitively impaired offenders. And because of a tough on crime



mentality and lack of information and options, the justice system routinely prosecutes and punishes
these offenders. The evidence is quite clear that punishment does nothing to improve these
circumstances and often exacerbates them. The result, as one would predict, is extraordinarily high
rates of reoffending, propelling the revolving door of the justice system. Confronting Underground
Justice takes a close look at plea negotiation, criminal prosecution, public defense, and pretrial
justice systems and identifies a wide variety of problems and concerns with each. William R. Kelly
and Robert Pitman provide key decision makers with the tools to make better, more informed
decisions regarding pre-trial detention, prosecution and plea deals, criminal defense, and diversion
to treatment. Critical to this effort is redefining roles, responsibilities and the culture of criminal
justice by prosecutors, judges and defense counsel accepting responsibility for reducing recidivism
and embracing problem solving as a primary decision making strategy. Kelly and Pitman combine
decades of academic research and policy expertise, with real world experience in the court system,
as a judge and prosecutor to develop innovative and comprehensive reform. Confronting
Underground Justice provides a prescriptive roadmap for how to fundamentally reinvent plea
negotiation, pre-trial decision making, criminal prosecution and public defense to effectively reduce
recidivism and save money.

criminal justice reform: Prison by Any Other Name Maya Schenwar, Victoria Law,
2021-09-07 With a new afterword from the authors, the critically praised indictment of widely
embraced “alternatives to incarceration” “But what does it mean—really—to celebrate reforms that
convert your home into your prison?” —Michelle Alexander, from the foreword Electronic
monitoring. Locked-down drug treatment centers. House arrest. Mandated psychiatric treatment.
Data driven surveillance. Extended probation. These are some of the key alternatives held up as cost
effective substitutes for jails and prisons. But in a searing, “cogent critique” (Library Journal), Maya
Schenwar and Victoria Law reveal that many of these so-called reforms actually weave in new
strands of punishment and control, bringing new populations who would not otherwise have been
subject to imprisonment under physical control by the state. Whether readers are seasoned
abolitionists or are newly interested in sensible alternatives to retrograde policing and criminal
justice policies and approaches, this highly praised book offers “a wealth of critical insights” that
will help readers “tread carefully through the dizzying terrain of a world turned upside down” and
“make sense of what should take the place of mass incarceration” (The Brooklyn Rail). With a
foreword by Michelle Alexander, Prison by Any Other Name exposes how a kinder narrative of
reform is effectively obscuring an agenda of social control, challenging us to question the ways we
replicate the status quo when pursuing change, and offering a bolder vision for truly alternative
justice practices.

criminal justice reform: Reducing Crime, Reducing Incarceration Greg Berman,
2014-01-02 A new collection of compelling and challenging essays from one of the nation's leading
voices on criminal justice reform, Reducing Crime, Reducing Incarceration makes the argument that
sometimes small changes on the ground can add up to big improvements in the criminal justice
system. How do you launch a new criminal justice reform? How do you measure impact? Is it
possible to spread new practices to resistant audiences? And what’s the point of small-bore
experimentation anyway? Greg Berman answers these questions by telling the story of successful
experiments like the Red Hook Community Justice Center in Brooklyn and by detailing the
challenges of implementing new ideas within the criminal justice system. As Laurie Robinson, a
professor at George Mason University, writes in her introduction: “Berman offers vivid testimony
that—even in the face of opposition—it is, in fact, possible to push our criminal justice system closer
to realizing its highest ideals. And that, indeed, is good news.” Other experts share their opinions:
“The central insight of Reducing Crime, Reducing Incarceration is that small tweaks in practice
within the criminal justice system can sometimes lead to big change on the streets. By telling the
story of the Red Hook Community Justice Center and similar innovations, Greg Berman offers a
hopeful message: criminal justice reform at the local level can make a difference.” — James B.
Jacobs Warren E. Burger Professor of Law, New York University School of Law “Innovation is hard



work.... Berman offers a look at how change happens at the local level—and how, sometimes, it
doesn't. These well-written essays offer a compelling vision of both the challenges and opportunities
of criminal justice reform.” — Nicholas Turner President, Vera Institute of Justice “The topic of
criminal justice reform has challenged and bedeviled social thinkers for centuries. In this book,
Berman offers a clear-eyed and inventive approach to the problem. Recognizing that change is best
achieved at the local level with small, incremental steps using demonstration projects, Berman
provides concrete examples of both successes and failures stemming from the work of the Center for
Court Innovation over the last two decades. For anyone interested in the future of criminal justice,
this book should be on the top of the 'must read' list.” — John H. Laub Distinguished University
Professor, Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of Maryland, College Park
“Here you will find Berman's compelling case for community justice, along with classic readings on
problem-solving courts. Berman writes like all the rest of us wish we did....” — Candace McCoy The
Graduate Center and John Jay College< City University of New York Presented in print and digital
formats in the Contemporary Society Series by Quid Pro Books, the ebook edition uses proper
formatting, linked notes, active URLS in notes, and active Contents.

criminal justice reform: Trial and Error in Criminal Justice Reform Greg Berman, Aubrey Fox,
2016-03-21 In this revised edition of their concise, readable, yet wide-ranging book, Greg Berman
and Aubrey Fox tackle a question students and scholars of law, criminology, and political science
constantly face: what mistakes have led to the problems that pervade the criminal justice system in
the United States? The reluctance of criminal justice policymakers to talk openly about failure, the
authors argue, has stunted the public conversation about crime in this country and stifled new ideas.
It has also contributed to our inability to address such problems as chronic offending in low-income
neighborhoods, an overreliance on incarceration, the misuse of pretrial detention, and the high rates
of recidivism among parolees. Berman and Fox offer students and policymakers an escape from this
fate by writing about failure in the criminal justice system. Their goal is to encourage a more
forthright dialogue about criminal justice, one that acknowledges that many new initiatives fail and
that no one knows for certain how to reduce crime. For the authors, this is not a source of
pessimism, but a call to action. This revised edition is updated with a new foreword by Cyrus R.
Vance, Jr., and afterword by Greg Berman.

criminal justice reform: Forgotten Reformer Frank Morn, 2010-12-22 Forgotten Reformer
traces criminal justice practice and reform developments in late nineteenth-century America through
the life and career of Robert McClaughry, a leading reformer. As a warden of one of America's
toughest prisons, as a chief of police of Chicago, as a superintendent of two different reformatories,
and as one of the first wardens of the federal prison system, McClaughry developed and led a reform
movement that resonates today. As a founding member of the reformatory movement that sought to
save young first offenders, McClaughry advocated new sentencing structures, probation, parole, and
rehabilitative regimes within new institutions for young first offenders called reformatories.
McClaughry then successfully got these reformatory ideals placed into adult prisons. In addition,
McClaughry became American's main advocate for a criminal identification method called the
Bertillon system. He set up the first identification bureaus at the Illinois State Penitentiary, the
Chicago police department, and the federal prison at Leavenworth, Kansas and these became
models for others across the country. Finally, as a founding member of the National Association of
Chiefs of Police (today the International Association of Chiefs of Police) and the National Prison
Assocation (today American Corrections Association), McClaughry sought to professionalize police
and prison administrators.

criminal justice reform: Prisoners of Politics Rachel Elise Barkow, 2019-03-04 A
CounterPunch Best Book of the Year A Lone Star Policy Institute Recommended Book “If you care,
as I do, about disrupting the perverse politics of criminal justice, there is no better place to start
than Prisoners of Politics.” —James Forman, Jr., author of Locking Up Our Own The United States
has the highest rate of incarceration in the world. The social consequences of this fact—recycling
people who commit crimes through an overwhelmed system and creating a growing class of



permanently criminalized citizens—are devastating. A leading criminal justice reformer who has
successfully rewritten sentencing guidelines, Rachel Barkow argues that we would be safer, and
have fewer people in prison, if we relied more on expertise and evidence and worried less about
being “tough on crime.” A groundbreaking work that is transforming our national conversation on
crime and punishment, Prisoners of Politics shows how problematic it is to base criminal justice
policy on the whims of the electorate and argues for an overdue shift that could upend our prison
problem and make America a more equitable society. “A critically important exploration of the
political dynamics that have made us one of the most punitive societies in human history. A
must-read by one of our most thoughtful scholars of crime and punishment.” —Bryan Stevenson,
author of Just Mercy “Barkow’s analysis suggests that it is not enough to slash police budgets if we
want to ensure lasting reform. We also need to find ways to insulate the process from political
winds.” —David Cole, New York Review of Books “A cogent and provocative argument about how to
achieve true institutional reform and fix our broken system.” —Emily Bazelon, author of Charged

criminal justice reform: Criminal Justice Reform New York (State). Legislature. Senate.
Democratic Task Force on Criminal Justice Reform, Velmanette Montgomery, Thomas K. Duane,
2001

criminal justice reform: Prison Break David Dagan, Steven Teles, 2016-05-02 American
conservatism rose hand-in-hand with the growth of mass incarceration. For decades, conservatives
deployed tough on crime rhetoric to attack liberals as out-of-touch elitists who coddled criminals
while the nation spiraled toward disorder. As a result, conservatives have been the motive force in
building our vast prison system. Indeed, expanding the number of Americans under lock and key was
long a point of pride for politicians on the right - even as the U.S. prison population eclipsed
international records. Over the last few years, conservatives in Washington, D.C. and in bright-red
states like Georgia and Texas, have reversed course, and are now leading the charge to curb prison
growth. In Prison Break, David Dagan and Steve Teles explain how this striking turn of events
occurred, how it will affect mass incarceration, and what it teaches us about achieving policy
breakthroughs in our polarized age. Combining insights from law, sociology, and political science,
Teles and Dagan will offer the first comprehensive account of this major political shift. In a challenge
to the conventional wisdom, they argue that the fiscal pressures brought on by recession are only a
small part of the explanation for the conservatives' shift, over-shadowed by Republicans' increasing
anti-statism, the waning efficacy of tough on crime politics and the increasing engagement of
evangelicals. These forces set the stage for a small cadre of conservative leaders to reframe criminal
justice in terms of redeeming wayward souls and rolling back government. These developments have
created the potential to significantly reduce mass incarceration, but only if reformers on both the
right and the left play their cards right. As Dagan and Teles stress, there is also a broader lesson in
this story about the conditions for cross-party cooperation in our polarized age. Partisan identity,
they argue, generally precedes position-taking, and policy breakthroughs are unlikely to come by
reaching across the aisle, promoting compromise, or appealing to expert opinion. Instead, change
happens when political movements redefine their own orthodoxies for their own reasons. As Dagan
and Teles show, outsiders can assist in this process - and they played a crucial role in the case of
criminal justice - but they cannot manufacture it. This book will not only reshape our understanding
of conservatism and American penal policy, but also force us to reconsider the drivers of policy
innovation in the context of American politics.

criminal justice reform: Wrongful Conviction and Criminal Justice Reform Marvin Zalman,
Julia Carrano, 2013-10-30 Wrongful Conviction and Criminal Justice Reform is an important addition
to the literature and teaching on innocence reform. This book delves into wrongful convictions
studies but expands upon them by offering potential reforms that would alleviate the problem of
wrongful convictions in the criminal justice system. Written to be accessible to students, Wrongful
Conviction and Criminal Justice Reform is a main text for wrongful convictions courses or a
secondary text for more general courses in criminal justice, political science, and law school
innocence clinics.



criminal justice reform: Criminal Justice Reform and Efforts to Reduce Recidivism
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, 2017
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