declaration of independence meaning

declaration of independence meaning refers to the formal statement adopted by a
nation or group to proclaim its freedom from external control or rule. This pivotal
document often marks a significant moment in a country’s history, symbolizing the
assertion of sovereignty and self-governance. The declaration of independence meaning
extends beyond a mere statement, encompassing the ideals, rights, and grievances that
justify the break from colonial or oppressive powers. Historically, such declarations have
been essential in shaping national identity and political philosophy. Understanding this
concept requires examining the historical context, key components, and impacts of
declarations of independence around the world. This article explores these aspects in
detail, providing a comprehensive overview of the declaration of independence meaning.
The following sections will cover the historical background, the essential elements,
notable examples, and the lasting significance of declarations of independence.

e Historical Context of the Declaration of Independence
¢ Key Components of a Declaration of Independence
e Notable Examples of Declarations of Independence

e The Lasting Impact and Significance

Historical Context of the Declaration of
Independence

The declaration of independence meaning is deeply rooted in the historical circumstances
that prompt a group or nation to seek autonomy. These documents often arise during
periods of political turmoil, oppression, or colonization, where the existing authority is
perceived as unjust or illegitimate. The need to formally communicate the reasons for
separation and to assert new governance structures is a critical aspect of such
declarations.

Origins and Evolution

Declarations of independence have evolved over centuries, with early forms appearing in
various cultures as proclamations of sovereignty. The modern understanding largely stems
from the Enlightenment era, which emphasized natural rights and social contracts.
Philosophers like John Locke influenced the idea that people have inherent rights and can
overthrow governments that violate these rights, a concept central to the declaration of
independence meaning.



Political and Social Catalysts

These declarations often follow significant political and social catalysts such as colonial
exploitation, taxation without representation, or denial of fundamental freedoms. The
colonists or oppressed groups seek to justify their actions by outlining grievances and the
failure of peaceful redress. This context is essential to grasp the declaration of
independence meaning as a tool for legal and moral justification.

Key Components of a Declaration of
Independence

Understanding the declaration of independence meaning requires analyzing its typical
structure and content. While variations exist, certain elements are commonly found in
most declarations, serving both rhetorical and legal purposes.

Preamble

The preamble sets the philosophical tone, often articulating universal principles such as
equality, natural rights, and the purpose of government. It establishes the moral
foundation for independence by appealing to shared human values and reason.

List of Grievances

This section details specific complaints against the ruling authority, highlighting abuses of
power, violations of rights, and failures to govern justly. The grievances provide concrete
reasons for seeking independence and demonstrate that the decision is based on
legitimate concerns.

Declaration of Sovereignty

The core of the document is the explicit statement declaring the entity’s independence and
sovereignty. It asserts the right to self-governance, freedom from external control, and the
establishment of a new political order.

Signatories

The declaration is often endorsed by representatives or leaders who pledge their
commitment to the cause. Their signatures symbolize collective agreement and
responsibility for the consequences of declaring independence.



Notable Examples of Declarations of
Independence

Examining prominent declarations provides insight into the varied contexts and
expressions of the declaration of independence meaning. These documents have shaped
world history and continue to influence political thought.

The United States Declaration of Independence

Adopted in 1776, this declaration is one of the most famous examples. Drafted primarily
by Thomas Jefferson, it articulated the American colonies’ reasons for breaking away from
British rule. It emphasized unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness, and set a precedent for future declarations.

The Declaration of Independence of India

Proclaimed in 1947, India’s declaration marked the end of British colonial rule after
decades of struggle. It symbolized the assertion of self-rule and the establishment of a
democratic republic. The declaration reflected the cultural and political aspirations of a
diverse population.

Other Significant Declarations

Many other nations and groups have issued declarations of independence, each with
unique contexts and meanings:

e The Haitian Declaration of Independence (1804), which ended French colonial rule
and slavery.

e The Declaration of Independence of Vietnam (1945), asserting freedom from French
and Japanese control.

e The Kosovo Declaration of Independence (2008), establishing sovereignty amid
complex international disputes.

The Lasting Impact and Significance

The declaration of independence meaning extends beyond the moment of proclamation,
influencing national identity, international law, and political philosophy. These documents
often serve as foundational texts that guide the development of constitutions and
governance.



Role in Nation-Building

Declarations of independence help unify people around common values and goals,
fostering a sense of shared identity and purpose. They provide a framework for the
creation of new political institutions and legal systems, legitimizing the authority of
emerging governments.

Influence on International Relations

Such declarations impact diplomatic recognition and relations between states. They often
initiate debates about sovereignty, self-determination, and the legitimacy of governments
on the global stage, affecting treaties and alliances.

Enduring Symbolism

Beyond their legal and political functions, declarations of independence hold symbolic
importance. They embody the struggle for freedom and justice, inspiring future
generations and movements for human rights worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the Declaration of
Independence?

The Declaration of Independence is a historic document in which the thirteen American
colonies declared their freedom from British rule, outlining the reasons for their decision
and asserting their right to self-governance.

Why was the Declaration of Independence written?

It was written to formally announce the colonies' separation from Great Britain, explain
the philosophical and practical reasons for independence, and unify the colonies in their
quest for freedom.

Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

Thomas Jefferson is credited as the primary author of the Declaration of Independence,
with input from John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and other members of the Continental
Congress.

What are the key principles expressed in the
Declaration of Independence?

The key principles include the belief that all men are created equal, endowed with



unalienable rights such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and that governments
derive their power from the consent of the governed.

How does the Declaration of Independence define the
role of government?

It states that governments are instituted to secure the rights of the people, and if a
government becomes destructive to those rights, the people have the right to alter or
abolish it.

What historical impact did the Declaration of
Independence have?

It marked the birth of the United States as an independent nation, inspired democratic
movements worldwide, and established foundational ideas about liberty and human rights.

Is the Declaration of Independence a legal document?

While it is not a law or constitution, the Declaration of Independence is a foundational
political document that justified the colonies' break from Britain and influenced American
legal and political development.

What does the phrase 'all men are created equal' mean
in the Declaration of Independence?

It means that every individual is inherently equal in rights and dignity, serving as a basis
for equality before the law and the concept of universal human rights.

How does the Declaration of Independence address
grievances against the British Crown?

It lists specific complaints against King George III, such as taxation without representation
and denial of fair trials, to justify the colonies' decision to seek independence.

Why is the Declaration of Independence still relevant
today?

Its principles of liberty, equality, and government accountability continue to inspire
democratic governance, human rights advocacy, and national identity in the United States
and around the world.

Additional Resources

1. 1776 by David McCullough
This book offers a detailed narrative of the year 1776, focusing on the American
Revolutionary War and the events leading up to the Declaration of Independence.



McCullough highlights key figures such as George Washington and the Continental Army,
emphasizing the challenges they faced. The book provides a vivid context for
understanding the significance of declaring independence from Britain.

2. American Scripture: Making the Declaration of Independence by Pauline Maier
Pauline Maier explores the creation, meaning, and impact of the Declaration of
Independence. She delves into the political and philosophical ideas behind the document,
as well as the debates among the Founding Fathers. This book enriches readers’
appreciation of the Declaration as both a historical text and a revolutionary statement.

3. The Declaration of Independence: A Global History by David Armitage

Armitage examines how the Declaration of Independence influenced political thought
worldwide. He traces its legacy beyond America, showing how the document inspired
movements for freedom and democracy across the globe. The book broadens the
understanding of the Declaration’s meaning as a universal call for human rights.

4. Signers of the Declaration of Independence by Richard B. Morris

This book provides biographies of the men who signed the Declaration of Independence,
offering insights into their motivations and beliefs. Morris contextualizes their actions
within the broader revolutionary movement. Readers gain a personal perspective on the
individuals who shaped the document’s meaning.

5. The Meaning of the Declaration of Independence by Robert G. Parkinson

Parkinson analyzes the philosophical foundations and political implications of the
Declaration. He discusses how the document articulated principles of liberty, equality, and
government by consent. This work helps readers grasp the deeper ideological meaning
behind the Declaration.

6. Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph J. Ellis

Ellis profiles key figures involved in the American Revolution and the crafting of the
nation’s founding documents, including the Declaration of Independence. The book
explores the interpersonal dynamics and dilemmas faced by the Founders. It sheds light
on the human dimension of the Declaration’s creation and its enduring significance.

7. Declaration of Independence: The Story Behind the Document by Alexis Coe

This accessible book tells the story of the Declaration’s drafting, adoption, and legacy. Coe
provides context about the political tensions and debates that shaped the document. The
narrative highlights the Declaration’s role in defining American identity and ideals.

8. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution by Bernard Bailyn

Bailyn explores the intellectual currents that influenced the revolutionary leaders and the
drafting of the Declaration. He analyzes pamphlets, speeches, and writings that shaped
colonial views on liberty and government. This work deepens understanding of the ideas
that gave the Declaration its powerful meaning.

9. Our Declaration: A Reading of the Declaration of Independence in Defense of Equality
by Danielle Allen

Allen offers a contemporary analysis of the Declaration’s text, emphasizing its
commitments to equality and justice. She argues that the Declaration remains a living
document with ongoing relevance for democratic ideals. The book invites readers to
reflect on the Declaration’s meaning in today’s society.
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declaration of independence meaning: The Declaration of Independence: A Discourse
on Its Meaning Frank Bergen, Herbert Friedenwald, 2010-08-23 The Declaration of Independence:
A Discourse on Its Meaning This volume include the following works: The Declaration of
Independence (1901) By Herbert Friedenwald & The Other Side of the Declaration of Independence.
A Lecture by Frank Bergen (1898) By Frank Bergen THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
HERBERT FRIEDENWALD. The Declaration of Independence marks the climax of the Revolutionary
movement in America. It announced to the world that Great Britain and her colonies, after a journey
in company along the same road for a hundred and fifty years, had come to the parting of the ways.
It is a brief but eloquent and comprehensive summary of the reasons that made the separation
inevitable. Within those few terse and masterly lines are contained the history of the great
controversy that peacefully assumed definite shape, in 1763, and came to an end only after bitter
war. By no mere chance was Jefferson called on to write the document that has been termed the best
known paper that ever came from the pen of an individual. Many persons throughout the colonies
had produced pamphlets innumerable upon the rights of the colonies and the wrongs they had
suffered. But none had so wrought as Jefferson. His Summary View, written in 1774 and designed to
serve as articles of instructions to the Virginia delegates to the Continental Congress, showed him to
have a scholarly knowledge of the history of the colonies, a philosophic insight into the essentials of
the controversy, and withal a facility of expression that were possessed by none of his
contemporaries. The sentiment of Congress, therefore, irresistibly turned to him as the fittest person
to draw up a declaration of the character desired. The event proved the wisdom of the choice.

declaration of independence meaning: The Meaning of the Declaration of Independence
Today Joel Schwartz, Farmington Public Schools (Farmington, Conn.), 1975*

declaration of independence meaning: The Declaration of Independence for Kids Rex Cagle,
2016-10-29 A failure to understand the introduction to the Declaration of Independence is a failure
to understand how and why our government was founded, why there are three equal branches of
government, and how the constitution is the foundation for the three branches of government. In
order to halt the progressive movement from eroding our constitutional form of government, you
must have knowledge about the true meaning and purpose of the Declaration of Independence. This
book was written and illustrated to encourage an interest in the reader to acquire the knowledge
necessary to maintain our constitutional form of government so we may remain the greatest nation
ever established.

declaration of independence meaning: The Declaration of Independence David Armitage,
2007-01-15 Not only did the Declaration announce the entry of the United States onto the world
stage, it became the model for other countries to follow. This unique global perspective
demonstrates the singular role of the United States document as a founding statement of our
modern world.

declaration of independence meaning: Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United States
George Thomas Kurian, Mark A. Lamport, 2016-11-10 From the Founding Fathers through the
present, Christianity has exercised powerful influence in the United States—from its role in shaping
politics and social institutions to its hand in inspiring art and culture. The Encyclopedia of


http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-10/files?docid=qNV63-2394&title=declaration-of-independence-meaning.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-10/files?trackid=JZu96-3330&title=data-entry-operator-training.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-10/files?trackid=JZu96-3330&title=data-entry-operator-training.pdf

Christianity in the United States outlines the myriad roles Christianity has played and continues to
play. This masterful five-volume reference work includes biographies of major figures in the
Christian church in the United States, influential religious documents and Supreme Court decisions,
and information on theology and theologians, denominations, faith-based organizations, immigration,
art—from decorative arts and film to music and literature—evangelism and crusades, the significant
role of women, racial issues, civil religion, and more. The first volume opens with introductory
essays that provide snapshots of Christianity in the U.S. from pre-colonial times to the present, as
well as a statistical profile and a timeline of key dates and events. Entries are organized from A to Z.
The final volume closes with essays exploring impressions of Christianity in the United States from
other faiths and other parts of the world, as well as a select yet comprehensive bibliography.
Appendices help readers locate entries by thematic section and author, and a comprehensive index
further aids navigation.

declaration of independence meaning: Now That's a Good Question! Erik M. Francis,
2016-07-22 In this book, Erik M. Francis explores how one of the most fundamental instructional
strategies—questioning—can provide the proper scaffolding to deepen student thinking,
understanding, and application of knowledge. You'll learn: *Techniques for using questioning to
extend and evaluate student learning experiences. *Eight different kinds of questions that challenge
students to demonstrate higher-order thinking and communicate depth of knowledge. *How to
rephrase the performance objectives of college and career readiness standards into questions that
engage and challenge students. Francis offers myriad examples of good questions across content
areas and grade levels, as well as structures to help teachers create and use the different kinds of
questions. By using this book to fine-tune your approach to questioning, you can awaken the spirit of
inquiry in your classroom and help students deepen their knowledge, understanding, and ability to
communicate what they think and know.

declaration of independence meaning: Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Academic
Language Development Luciana C. de Oliveira, 2023-04-13 A practical and comprehensive resource,
Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Academic Language Development: A Language-Based Approach
to Content Instruction introduces an accessible language-based approach to teaching academic
language to multilingual learners across the content areas. Luciana C. de Oliveira provides
elementary school teachers with everything they need to know to successfully teach grade-level
content to multilingual learners. Chapters are organized by subject, addressing the specific
language demands of teaching English language arts, social studies, mathematics, and science. Each
chapter features examples of implementation in grades K-5, practical strategies, and a wealth of
tables, figures, and other resources. The Language-Based Approach to Content Instruction (LACI) in
this book provides teachers with a ready-to-use framework of six scaffolding elements that serves as
a guide to enable multilingual learners to meet the grade-level standard of their peers without
simplification. Aligned with WIDA and CCSS standards, this resource provides the tools and methods
teachers need to support multilingual learners’ academic language development in the content area
classroom.

declaration of independence meaning: Woodrow Wilson as President Eugene Clyde
Brooks, 1916 Appendix: Selections from Woodrow Wilson's public addresses.

declaration of independence meaning: Social Studies for Secondary Schools Alan J.
Singer, 2008-10-26 This popular text advocates an inquiry and activity-based view of social studies
teaching that respects the points of view of students and teachers. Based in practice and experience,
it offers systematic support and open, honest advice for new teachers, is conversational not
pedantic, and provides lots of examples. While the structure and most of the topics remain largely
the same as before, this Third Edition presents new lesson ideas in every chapter especially
designed to help new teachers to address learning standards, to work in inclusive settings, and to
promote literacy and the use of technology in social studies classrooms puts a heavier focus on what
is important to know and why includes new essays on the politics of social studies education
responds to opponents of project- or activity-based social studies instruction and multicultural



education with a sharpened defense of both of these approaches throughout the book Intended as a
text for undergraduate and graduate pre-service social studies methods courses, this text is also
useful for in-service training programs, as a reference for new social studies teachers, and as a
resource for experienced social studies educators who are engaged in rethinking their teaching
practice.

declaration of independence meaning: The Declaration of Independence John R. Vile,
2018-11-26 This A-to-Z encyclopedia surveys the history, meaning, and enduring impact of the
Declaration of Independence by explaining its contents and concepts, profiling the Founding
Fathers, and detailing depictions of the Declaration in art, music, and literature. A comprehensive
resource for understanding all aspects of the Declaration of Independence, which marked the formal
beginning of the colonies' march toward the creation of the United States of America, this
encyclopedia contains more than 200 entries examining various facets of the Declaration of
Independence and its enduring impact on American law, politics, and culture. It details key
concepts, principles, and intellectual influences that informed the creation of the document, reviews
charges leveled in the Declaration against the British crown, summarizes the events of the first and
second Continental Congresses, profiles influential architects and signers of the Declaration,
discusses existing copies of the Declaration, explains the document's influence on other
governments/nations, covers historic sites related to the document, and discusses depictions of the
document and its architects in American art, music, and literature over time.

declaration of independence meaning: Reports and Documents United States. Congress,
1957

declaration of independence meaning: The Slaveholding Republic the late Don E.
Fehrenbacher, 2002-12-19 Many leading historians have argued that the Constitution of the United
States was a proslavery document. But in The Slaveholding Republic, one of America's most eminent
historians refutes this claim in a landmark history that stretches from the Continental Congress to
the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln. Fehrenbacher shows that the Constitution itself was more or
less neutral on the issue of slavery and that, in the antebellum period, the idea that the Constitution
protected slavery was hotly debated (many Northerners would concede only that slavery was
protected by state law, not by federal law). Nevertheless, he also reveals that U.S. policy abroad and
in the territories was consistently proslavery. Fehrenbacher makes clear why Lincoln's election was
such a shock to the South and shows how Lincoln's approach to emancipation, which seems
exceedingly cautious by modern standards, quickly evolved into a Republican revolution that ended
the anomaly of the United States as a slaveholding republic.

declaration of independence meaning: The Second American Revolution Harvey Smith Sr.,
2014-05-19 The book will describe the major gaps that exist between African Americans and their
white counterparts. The story is a historical presentation of decisions that were made by political
and religious leaders dating back to the early 17th century that would eventually lead to the sad
state of the modern day African American. A positive solution to the problem will be presented that
will give all Americans hope that each of the four gaps can eventually be closed. Thus, the story is
based on a problem solution format. The book will answer the question- are all men created equal?

declaration of independence meaning: Liberty and Freedom David Hackett Fischer, 2005
The bestselling author of Washington's Crossing and Albion's Seed offers a strikingly original history
of America's founding principles. Fischer examines liberty and freedom not as philosophical or
political abstractions, but as folkways and popular beliefs deeply embedded in American culture.
400+ illustrations, 250 in full color.

declaration of independence meaning: Exercises for Intending Mindfully Robert Rodgers
PhD, 2014-10-08 Stress is a primary instigator of symptoms associated with Parkinson's Disease. A
practical and powerful way to reduce stress is to become more mindful which, simply put, means we
are present in the moment rather than agonizing over the past or anticipating the future. The
Parkinsons Recovery Mindfulness Series is designed by Robert Rodgers PhD from Parkinsons
Recovery to help persons diagnosed with Parkinson's disease reduce their stress levels by adopting a



mindfulness practice. Once stress levels are well under control, symptoms of Parkinson's will have
enormous difficulty presenting themselves. The Mindfulness series consists of nine volumes that
span the topics of seeing, hearing, noticing, doing, eating, thinking, feeling, being and intending.
Exercises for Intending Mindfully is the Ninth Volume of the Parkinsons Recovery Mindfulness
Series. Five exercises and their long term implications for intending mindfully are introduced.
Contents include: Declaration of Independence, Relationship with Time, Desires, Procrastination,
and Jump Start Your Day. Each mindfulness exercise is followed by an explanation of its deeper
significance for persons who currently experience symptoms of Parkinson's disease. Among all of the
factors that are implicated in causing symptoms associated with Parkinson's Disease the most
critical is stress. When people experience stress, their symptoms get much worse. When stress levels
are under control, their symptoms subside. Everyone who currently experiences symptoms of
Parkinson's disease confirms the powerful link between stress and the presentation of their
symptoms. The idea behind mindfulness is to become totally and completely present to each and
every moment of our lives - to live in the present moment - not in the past or the future. Stress
exerts an unrelenting pressure on our bodies when we slip into the past with our thoughts or jump
into the future with our worries. If we fixate on rehashing past experiences that were traumatic or
hurtful or unpleasant - we will insure that our body releases an onslaught of stress hormones
throughout the day. If we worry about what the future holds in store for us, we fixate on events that
rarely even happen. When thoughts are centered in the past or future our body is sustained in a
continual state of stress. Cells are flushed with a continuous blast of adrenaline. This leaves little
energy to manufacture dopamine. Symptoms flourish under such conditions. They thrive on stress
that is caused by worry, fear, regret, guilt and anger. What is helpful in reducing stress is to reset
our routine way of being in the world, to reset our habit of thinking so that we focus on the present
moment. This is most successfully accomplished through a regular practice of mindful exercises
where we re-wire our habits as they are currently structured in our neurological network. A total
system reset is required for most of us to become mindful. Becoming more mindful of each and every
moment changes the patterns embedded in our neurological system that sustain high levels of stress
which thunder through every system in our bodies. Without a conscious mindfulness practice we fall
back into the same neurological rut that stimulates the production of stress hormones. We continue
to access precisely the same pathways out of habit. Our neurological system freaks out eventually.
Recovery is obstructed because breaking these habits is genuinely challenging. Stress is reduced by
redirecting our attention to the present through becoming more mindful. It is no small step to jump
from harping on the past and fearing the future to enjoying and relishing the present moment. The
exercises in the Parkinsons Recovery Mindfulness series have been created to help strengthen a
successful mindfulness practice that succeeds in reducing stress levels as well as helping to reverse
symptoms of Parkinson's disease.

declaration of independence meaning: woodrow wilson as president eugene c. brooks,
1916

declaration of independence meaning: Christian Pamphlets , 1844

declaration of independence meaning: Workout for the PSAT/NMSQT, 2nd Edition Princeton
Review, 2016-02 Copyright information on title page verso is A2015. However, copyright information
on back cover is A2016. Online book sellers showing the book published in 2016.

declaration of independence meaning: The Nation That Never Was Kermit Roosevelt,
2022-06-24 “Persuasively argues that we must liberate ourselves from our sentimentalized
attachment to the ‘Founders’ and even the Declaration of Independence” --Sanford Levinson, author
of Our Undemocratic Constitution There’s a common story we tell about America: that our
fundamental values as a country were stated in the Declaration of Independence, fought for in the
Revolution, and made law in the Constitution. But, with the country increasingly divided, this story
isn’t working for us anymore—what’s more, it’s not even true. As Kermit Roosevelt argues in this
eye-opening reinterpretation of the American story, our fundamental values, particularly equality,
are not part of the vision of the Founders. Instead, they were stated in Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address



and were the hope of Reconstruction, when it was possible to envision the emergence of the nation
committed to liberty and equality. We face a dilemma these days. We want to be honest about our
history and the racism and oppression that Americans have both inflicted and endured. But we want
to be proud of our country, too. In The Nation That Never Was, Roosevelt shows how we can do both
those things by realizing we’re not the country we thought we were. Reconstruction, Roosevelt
argues, was not a fulfillment of the ideals of the Founding but rather a repudiation: we modern
Americans are not the heirs of the Founders but of the people who overthrew and destroyed that
political order. This alternate understanding of American identity opens the door to a new
understanding of ourselves and our story, and ultimately to a better America. “An inspiring
reexamination of America's past.” —Publishers Weekly “Compelling and well worth consideration.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

declaration of independence meaning: Birth of the Republic Warren L. McFerran,
2009-07-30 A study of America’s early history and founding documents with an emphasis on the
principles of federalism and an argument against big government. A chronicle of the rise of
American civilization from its inception through the American Revolution and the Constitutional
Convention of 1787, this scholarly text examines the differences between a national, or centralized
and consolidated, system and a federal, or localized and state-focused, system of government.
Emphasizing the Christian foundations of the United States, the colonial preference for principles of
federalism, and the American rejection of socialism, Warren L. McFerran provides a detailed
analysis of the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, the Federalist Papers,
and the federal Constitution. During the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the delegates introduced
contending plans of government and an intense struggle between the advocates of federalism and
nationalism emerged. The champions of federalism and state sovereignty triumphed at that
convention, yet this essential policy of power decentralization was to change in the centuries to
follow. With conviction, McFerran brings this discourse of federalism vs. nationalism into the
twenty-first century, exposing the present big, national government as one hostile to the liberties of
the American people. He ultimately demonstrates the manners in which a federal system best serves
the freedoms of Americans, much as our Founding Fathers intended.
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