
custom guitar building
custom guitar building is an intricate craft that combines artistry,
engineering, and precision woodworking to create unique musical instruments
tailored to individual preferences. This process involves selecting specific
materials, designing the body and neck, and choosing hardware and electronics
to produce a guitar that reflects the player’s style and sound needs. Custom
guitar building allows musicians to achieve superior playability, aesthetics,
and tonal quality that off-the-shelf guitars may not offer. Understanding the
various stages of construction, from wood selection to final setup, is
essential for appreciating the complexity and value of a handmade guitar.
This article explores the critical aspects of custom guitar building,
including materials, design choices, construction techniques, and finishing
methods. Additionally, it provides insights into the benefits and
considerations when commissioning or creating a custom guitar. The following
sections will detail the process and components involved in crafting a
personalized guitar to professional standards.

Materials and Wood Selection

Design and Specifications

Construction Techniques

Hardware and Electronics

Finishing and Setup

Benefits of Custom Guitar Building

Materials and Wood Selection
Choosing the right materials is fundamental in custom guitar building, as
wood type significantly influences the instrument’s tone, weight, and
aesthetics. Luthiers often select high-quality tonewoods for various parts of
the guitar, each contributing distinct sonic characteristics.

Common Tonewoods for Guitar Bodies
The guitar body shapes the sound's resonance and sustain. Popular woods
include:

Mahogany: Known for warmth and rich midrange tones, often used in
vintage-style guitars.



Alder: Offers balanced tonal qualities with clear lows and highs,
favored for versatility.

Maple: Provides bright, articulate sounds with strong attack and
sustain, commonly used in layered or figured tops.

Swamp Ash: Lightweight with pronounced upper mids and a scooped
midrange.

Neck and Fingerboard Woods
The neck and fingerboard materials affect playability and tonal response.
Typical choices include:

Maple Neck: Adds brightness and stability to the instrument.

Rosewood Fingerboard: Offers warmth and smooth playability.

Ebony Fingerboard: Known for its dense, bright tone and fast feel.

Design and Specifications
Designing a custom guitar involves detailed decisions about shape, scale
length, neck profile, and aesthetic elements. These specifications define the
guitar’s comfort, style, and sonic identity.

Body Shape and Style
Body design impacts ergonomics and sound projection. Builders may replicate
classic styles or create original shapes that suit the player’s preferences
and genre.

Neck Profile and Scale Length
The neck profile affects hand comfort and playing technique, with options
ranging from slim to chunky shapes. Scale length influences string tension
and tonal clarity, commonly between 24.75 and 25.5 inches.

Custom Inlays and Aesthetics
Inlays, binding, and finishes add personalized visual appeal. Options include



intricate fretboard markers, unique headstock logos, and custom paint or
sunburst patterns.

Construction Techniques
The assembly of a custom guitar demands precise craftsmanship and specialized
tools. Each step contributes to the instrument’s structural integrity and
sound quality.

Body Shaping and Routing
Wood blanks are carefully cut and shaped using templates and CNC machines or
hand tools to form the body contours and cavities for pickups and
electronics.

Neck Construction and Joint
Necks can be made from a single piece of wood or laminated layers for
strength. They are attached via set-neck, bolt-on, or neck-through designs,
each affecting sustain and repairability.

Fretwork and Neck Finishing
Installing frets requires accuracy to ensure intonation and playability. The
neck is then sanded and finished to protect the wood and enhance tactile
feel.

Hardware and Electronics
Custom guitar building includes selecting components that define the
instrument’s functionality and tonal versatility. Quality hardware ensures
reliability and enhances sound.

Pickups and Electronics
Pickups convert string vibrations into electrical signals, with options such
as single-coil, humbucker, or active designs, chosen based on desired tone.
Custom wiring and potentiometers allow tone shaping and switching
configurations.



Bridges and Tuners
Hardware like bridges influence string stability and sustain, available in
fixed, tremolo, or locking systems. Tuners provide tuning stability and
smooth operation, with locking tuners preferred for performance guitars.

Other Components
Additional hardware includes strap buttons, pickguards, knobs, and switches
that contribute to the instrument’s playability and aesthetics.

Finishing and Setup
The finishing process protects the wood and enhances the guitar’s appearance,
while setup ensures optimal playability and sound.

Finishing Techniques
Finishes range from nitrocellulose lacquer to polyurethane and oil-based
coatings. Each finish affects the guitar’s resonance and durability
differently.

Final Setup
Setup involves adjusting the truss rod, action height, intonation, and pickup
height to suit the player’s style and preferences. Proper setup maximizes
comfort and musical expression.

Benefits of Custom Guitar Building
Custom guitar building offers numerous advantages over mass-produced
instruments, appealing to professional musicians and enthusiasts alike.

Personalized Sound and Playability
Custom guitars are tailored to provide the exact tonal characteristics and
feel desired by the player, enhancing performance and creativity.

Unique Aesthetic Appeal
Handcrafted guitars feature distinct designs and craftsmanship, making each



instrument a work of art and a personal statement.

Long-Term Value and Investment
Quality custom guitars often retain or increase in value due to their
craftsmanship, materials, and uniqueness, making them valuable collectibles.

Selection of premium woods for tone and durability1.

Precise design tailored to playing style2.

Expert craftsmanship ensuring structural integrity3.

Choice of high-quality hardware and electronics4.

Professional finishing and setup for optimal performance5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key steps involved in custom guitar
building?
The key steps include designing the guitar, selecting tonewoods, shaping the
body and neck, assembling the parts, installing hardware and electronics, and
finishing with sanding and painting.

How long does it typically take to build a custom
guitar?
Building a custom guitar usually takes between 3 to 6 months, depending on
the complexity of the design, availability of materials, and the builder's
schedule.

What types of wood are best for building custom
guitars?
Common woods include mahogany, alder, ash, maple, and rosewood. Each wood
type affects the guitar's tone, weight, and aesthetics differently.

Can I customize the electronics on a custom guitar?
Yes, you can choose pickups, wiring configurations, and controls to suit your



preferred sound, whether you want single-coils, humbuckers, active pickups,
or custom wiring setups.

How much does a custom guitar typically cost?
Custom guitars generally range from $1,500 to $10,000 or more, depending on
materials, craftsmanship, hardware, and the builder's reputation.

Is it possible to build a custom guitar for a left-
handed player?
Absolutely. Custom guitar builders can create left-handed guitars tailored to
the player's specifications for comfort and playability.

What finishing options are available for a custom
guitar?
Finishes include nitrocellulose lacquer, polyurethane, oil finishes, and
custom paint jobs. Each finish affects the guitar’s look, feel, and resonance
differently.

How important is neck shape and profile in a custom
guitar?
Neck shape and profile are crucial for playability and comfort. Builders can
tailor the neck thickness, width, and contour to fit the player’s hand and
playing style.

Can I incorporate unique design elements or artwork
in my custom guitar?
Yes, custom guitar builders often offer options for inlays, custom paint
jobs, engravings, and other artistic features to make the guitar unique.

What should I consider when choosing a custom guitar
builder?
Consider the builder’s experience, portfolio, customer reviews,
communication, and willingness to collaborate on your design to ensure your
vision is realized.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of Custom Guitar Building
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricate process of designing and
crafting custom guitars. It covers everything from selecting the right wood



to detailed woodworking techniques and finishing touches. Ideal for both
beginners and experienced luthiers, the book emphasizes creativity and
personalization in guitar construction.

2. Mastering Luthiery: Custom Guitar Edition
Focusing on advanced woodworking and assembly techniques, this book offers
step-by-step instructions for building high-quality custom guitars. It
includes detailed diagrams and tips on fretwork, neck shaping, and
electronics installation. Readers will gain insights into professional
craftsmanship and quality control.

3. Custom Electric Guitars: Building Your Dream Instrument
This book explores the specifics of designing and building electric guitars
tailored to individual playing styles. It discusses body shapes, pickup
configurations, and wiring schematics. Additionally, it provides advice on
sourcing parts and finishing techniques to achieve a professional look.

4. Wood Selection and Tone: Crafting the Perfect Custom Guitar
A focused study on how different woods affect the sound and playability of
custom guitars. The author explains the tonal properties of various tonewoods
and how to select materials for necks, bodies, and fretboards. This book is
essential for builders aiming to optimize their instrument’s acoustic
qualities.

5. Building Acoustic Guitars by Hand
Dedicated to the art of acoustic guitar making, this book covers traditional
and modern techniques for crafting resonant and beautiful instruments. It
details bracing patterns, soundboard construction, and finishing methods.
Readers will appreciate the blend of craftsmanship and acoustic science
presented.

6. Electronics and Wiring for Custom Guitars
This book demystifies the electrical components used in custom guitar
building, including pickups, switches, and potentiometers. It offers clear
wiring diagrams and troubleshooting tips for both beginners and seasoned
builders. Perfect for enhancing the functionality and tone of custom
instruments.

7. Custom Guitar Finishes: Techniques and Materials
Explore the world of guitar finishing with this detailed guide on stains,
lacquers, and paints used in custom guitar building. The author shares
professional secrets for achieving durable and visually stunning finishes.
The book also covers safety practices and environmental considerations.

8. The Luthier’s Workshop: Tools and Techniques for Custom Guitars
A practical resource that introduces essential tools and workshop setups for
building custom guitars. It explains the use and maintenance of hand tools,
power tools, and measuring instruments. The book helps readers create an
efficient workspace and improve their craftsmanship skills.

9. Designing Custom Guitars: From Concept to Creation



This book guides readers through the creative process of designing unique
guitar models, emphasizing aesthetics and ergonomics. It includes sketching
techniques, CAD software recommendations, and prototyping advice. Ideal for
builders who want to innovate and push the boundaries of traditional guitar
design.
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  custom guitar building: How to Build Electric Guitars Will Kelly, 2012-06-15 In the past few
years the market for electric guitar kits and parts has exploded. For every two enthusiasts, there are
four opinions on how properly to fill woodgrain. In this book, Will Kelly cuts through all that noise
and shows how, with a little patience and some inexpensive tools, the average person can turn a
modest investment into a gig-worthy instrument and perhaps even a lifelong hobby. Kelly presents
guitar-building in a progressive fashion, beginning with a simple Stratocaster-style kit with a bolt-on
neck and continuing on to a relic'd Telecaster-style build, two Gibson-style set-neck models, and a
custom double-neck mash-up. Because each build is more involved than the previous, the reader
builds on his or her skill set and acquires only the tools necessary for the reader's level of interest.
Kelly shows how to apply finishes, choose and install hardware, wire electronics, execute the final
assembly, and set up the finished guitar for proper action and intonation.
  custom guitar building: Custom Guitars Simone Solondz, 2000 This beautiful book is a
comprehensive guide to the new Golden Age of handcrafted acoustic guitars! Illustrated with
full-color photos of custom instruments throughout, this rich resource also contains profiles of top
luthiers, advice on buying a custom instrument, and an extensive directory with complete contact
information for hundreds of makers. Encompassing steel-string flattops, nylon-strings, resonators
and Hawaiians, archtops and more, Custom Guitars presents the history and current state of the art
of guitar making. Includes an intro by Alex de Grassi.
  custom guitar building: How to Build Electric Guitars Will Kelly, 2012-06-15 In the past few
years the market for electric guitar kits and parts has exploded. For every two enthusiasts, there are
four opinions on how properly to fill woodgrain. In this book, Will Kelly cuts through all that noise
and shows how, with a little patience and some inexpensive tools, the average person can turn a
modest investment into a gig-worthy instrument and perhaps even a lifelong hobby. Kelly presents
guitar-building in a progressive fashion, beginning with a simple Stratocaster-style kit with a bolt-on
neck and continuing on to a relic'd Telecaster-style build, two Gibson-style set-neck models, and a
custom double-neck mash-up. Because each build is more involved than the previous, the reader
builds on his or her skill set and acquires only the tools necessary for the reader's level of interest.
Kelly shows how to apply finishes, choose and install hardware, wire electronics, execute the final
assembly, and set up the finished guitar for proper action and intonation.
  custom guitar building: Building an Electric Archtop Guitar Jean-pierre Laplante, 2011-10-04
Master guitar maker J.P. Laplante shares the joy of guitar-making in this book. Here is an illustrated
step-by-step guide to Building an Electric Archtop Guitar. Building an electric archtop guitar can be
a pretty intimidating project but, it becomes much less so if you're guided, step-by-step, through the
building process. With almost 20 years of experience in custom guitar making, the author details the
step-by-step making of an electric archtop guitar using commercially available laminated top and
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back plates. Laminated plates have been the standard used on the vast majority of electric archtops
since the 50's, and definitely represent a cost and time effective solution, especially for those
tackling a first archtop project. Complete and comprehensive, all aspects of the construction are
covered, from the initial design stage to the very final setup. The text is supported by over 300
high-resolution colour photographs positioned throughout the 15 chapters of the book. These
pictures were taken as the three guitars featured on the back and front cover of the book were being
built. For more info/background, visit my website at www.laplanteguitars.com
  custom guitar building: Fender Stratocaster 70 Years Dave Hunter, 2024-04-16
Authoritatively written and lavishly illustrated, Fender Stratocaster® 70 Years is the officially
licensed anniversary celebration of this legendary guitar. Ever present in the music world, the
Fender Stratocaster® guitar is also an icon of popular culture, its attractive lines and innovative
features as forward-looking today as they were when Leo Fender introduced the guitar to the world
in 1954. In Fender Stratocaster® 70 Years, musician and guitar historian Dave Hunter traces
Stratocaster® guitars across seven decades and into the present, beginning with Leo Fender’s
triumph of mid-century design originating in his modest shop in Fullerton, California. From there,
Hunter explores: Groundbreaking features of the new design in the context of the contemporary
guitar market and Fender’s existing Telecaster® guitar. The Stratocaster’s solidbody three-pickup
configuration, “tremolo” bridge, bolt-on neck, and contoured body, as well as the roles that country
pickers played in the guitar’s early development. Design improvements undertaken throughout the
Stratocaster’s first decade, such as the introduction of a rosewood fingerboard and Custom Color
options to complement the initial Sunburst finish. CBS’s 1965 acquisition of Fender and its effects
on company culture and the Stratocaster, as well as the 1985 acquisition of Fender spearheaded by
a group of employees. The creation of the Fender Custom Shop and that elite group’s relationship to
the Stratocaster over the years. Fender’s forward-thinking combination of vintage specs and
materials with modern features in Stratocaster guitars that offer classic styling and current
conveniences. Along the way, Hunter contextualizes the evolving Stratocaster within the
contemporary guitar industry and shows the relationships that admired players throughout the
decades have enjoyed with this guitar, including Jeff Beck, Eric Clapton, Dick Dale, Jimi Hendrix,
Yngwie Malmsteen, Bonnie Raitt, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Buddy Guy, and H.E.R.—to name a few!
Illustrated throughout with rare images from the Fender archives, Fender Stratocaster 70 Years
treats readers to rare behind-the-scenes views of the shop floor and Custom Shop throughout the
years, studio imagery of the guitars, rare period advertising and brochures, and performance images
of Fender players. Often imitated but never duplicated, the Fender Stratocaster® remains a triumph
of design more than seven decades on. This is the official and definitive illustrated story of this
guitar—and a must-have for every guitar enthusiast.
  custom guitar building: Hand Made, Hand Played Robert Shaw, 2008 Feast your eyes on more
than 300 of today s most creative, imaginative, and gorgeous hand-made guitarsall illustrated in full
color and featuring information about the innovative artisans who created them. Meet guitar-making
legends, such as C.F. Martin, Les Paul, and Leo Fender, who revolutionized the instrument s design.
Discover why the past 25 years have seen an explosion of craftspeople who build guitars by hand,
employing an attention to detail factories can t afford and using higher quality materials and more
technical skill than in any previous era. Explore the various guitar styles used in a range of musical
traditions, from blues to classical. Detailed information about each guitar s specifications, plus
personal statements and anecdotes from the artisans about their work and techniques complete
each entry. Rounding out the book is a Web directory and an index of luthiers. Players, craftspeople,
collectors, and those who are simply fans of this popular instrument will find this volume irresistible
  custom guitar building: Guitar Encyclopedia Brian Tarquin, 2014-09-02 From renowned
guitarist and multi-Emmy-award winning composer, Brian Tarquin, comes a display-quality, full-color
reference guide to guitars. The Guitar Encyclopedia begins with the history of guitars spanning back
to the birth of Epiphone by a Greek immigrant and the great inventions of Les Paul, to the boom of
the Rock-‘n-Roll-shredder days with Ibanez guitars and the futuristic designs of the Gibson Moderne



and the Randy Rhodes Polka Dot Flying V. The book also contains interviews from guitar designers
such as Fender and Eastwood, as well as boutique companies such as Gander and Specimen. A far
cry from other dry schematic encyclopedias, this book details the connections between different
guitars and the monumental recordings that they produced. With introductions by Gary Hoey, Chris
Poland (Megadeth), and Eric Shoaf (Vintage Guitar magazine), this book provides a rich and unique
account of iconic guitars throughout history. Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing,
publishes a broad range of books on the visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the business
of art. Our titles cover subjects such as graphic design, theater, branding, fine art, photography,
interior design, writing, acting, film, how to start careers, business and legal forms, business
practices, and more. While we don't aspire to publish a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are deeply committed to quality books that help creative professionals succeed and
thrive. We often publish in areas overlooked by other publishers and welcome the author whose
expertise can help our audience of readers.
  custom guitar building: The Art of Lutherie Tom Bills, 2015-10-06 The Art Of Lutherie offers a
glimpse into the mind and craft of luthier Tom Bills, whom many consider to be one of the most
talented luthiers today. In this beautifully written and enjoyable read, Tom elegantly and clearly
shares his best- kept secrets and methods of custom guitar making - those which make his guitars
favorites among top collectors and players. Tom's unique approach to The Art Of Lutherie will
empower and inspire you to create more than just a guitar, but a truly unique work of art. The
information that is generously shared within this insightful and timeless work is both practical and
applicable. It contains the same hard-won wisdom that only comes from years of experience and
experimentation that Tom uses in creating his inspiring instruments. Over the years, he has
producedinstruments considered to be some of the bestsounding guitars ever made. Learning the
steps of how to build a guitar is important, but understanding whymaster luthiers take those steps
and make those decisions can empower you to make your own educated choices. This will allow you
to create unique guitars, and the world needs your art, your guitars - your important contribution.
The Art Of Lutherie, a truly unique and inspiring guide, can prepare you to reach new heights when
designing and creating unique guitars. It is not often I heap such lavish praise on people; however,
Tom is in this case more than deserving: I know of no other luthier whose work I respect more. Tom
knows his craft inside and out; he pours his soul into every guitar he makes; heuses cutting-edge
science to guide his work, and it shows...as head of Artist Relations and Product Development at Mel
Bay, it gives me great pleasure topublish Tom's work, which will no doubt take the art of lutherie to
a new level. I hope you'll spend some time soaking in this book - it will certainly augmentyour
musicality - Collin Bay. Includes access to online video
  custom guitar building: How you can reach wealth by using proven millionaires ideas ,
  custom guitar building: Gibson's Fabulous Flat-top Guitars Eldon Whitford, David Vinopal,
Dan Erlewine, 2009-12 Through detailed text and more than two hundred photos, this book
chronicles the development and evolution of Gibson's fabulous flat-tops, discusses the musical
properites of individual models, and shows why these guitars have been the choice of so many great
musicians, professional and amateur alike, over the last eighty years. --Book Jacket.
  custom guitar building: The Leader's Greatest Return John C. Maxwell, 2020-01-28 Dive
into a masterclass with world-renowned leadership expert John C. Maxwell as he shares the most
important lessons he’s learned about the leadership development process over the last quarter
century. What is the greatest return on a leader’s time? After leaders have invested in their own
leadership growth, what is the best way to accomplish their vision and grow their organizations?
Develop other leaders! The more leaders an organization has and the better equipped they are to
lead, the more successful the organization and its leaders. In the last twenty-five years, New York
Times bestselling author John C. Maxwell has grown from equipping a handful of leaders in one
organization to developing millions of business, government, and nonprofit leaders in every country
around the world. In this book, Maxwell takes the reader step-by-step through the process of
identifying, attracting, empowering, and positioning leaders to create a culture capable of then



reproducing and compounding the value of its leaders. In The Leader’s Greatest Return, you will be
instructed on: The Leadership Table - Create a place where people not yet leading at your level can
come, be welcomed and try on leadership. The 7 Motivators - Review the seven motivators and
discover what motivates each person and then lead him or her accordingly. Team Success - Use the
10-80-10 method to set people up for success and empower them to perform at a high level. Who to
Grow as a Leader - Love and value everyone but use the Pareto principle to choose who to grow as
a?leader. This is where leaders really experience the compounding value of developing leaders and
go to the highest levels of leadership themselves. The Leader’s Greatest Return is perfect for anyone
who wants to take the next step in their leadership, build their organization or team today, and
create their legacy for tomorrow needs to read.
  custom guitar building: Dobbs Ferry Judith Doolin Spikes, Anne Marie Leone, 2012 Dobbs
Ferry takes its name from the operator of a primitive ferry that in Colonial and Revolutionary days
provided the first passage across the Hudson River north of New York City. In the 19th century, the
river and the new castles built on its banks attracted tourists who christened the area the heart of
the American Rhine.
  custom guitar building: The Soul of Tone Tom Wheeler, 2007-09 Revered as much as one's
guitar, the Fender amplifier gets its due in this full-color, richly illustrated book. It will be highly
desired by the millions who have plugged into one of these indispensable components, and were
delighted at its sound. An accompanying CD features more than 50 tracks that make terms and
topics come alive.
  custom guitar building: Acoustic Guitars Ben Elder, Teja Gerken, John Morrish, Jerry Uwins,
Mikael Jansson, Dave Hunter, 2018-02-13 Acoustic Guitars: The Illustrated Encyclopedia is the most
comprehensive guide of its type ever produced, covering decades of great instruments and the
people who played them. You will find here the highest quality photos of acoustic guitars produced
by every significant maker, from Alvarez to Zemaitis, plus detailed information, and a host of action
pictures of important players from pop, rock, jazz, country classical, blues, and folk. An acoustic
guitar need not be a simple brown box with a neck attached. Acoustic Guitars: The Illustrated
Encyclopedia celebrates the unusual, the different and the purely bizarre in addition to the assured
roots-based craft of the finest unadorned instruments, underlining the sheer diversity and variety of
the acoustic stringed instruments that have been built and sold and played through three centuries.
Here are resonator guitars made since the 1920s by Dobro, National, and others, often with highly
decorated metal bodies; revered flat-tops from Martin, Taylor, Gibson, and more; peculiarly shaped
and oddly featured creations from many of the custom builders; early 20th-century harp guitars with
extra strings and extended bodies; creative archtops from D’Angelico, Epiphone, Benedetto, and
more; and plastic-equipped constructions from Ovation. The comprehensive and informative text is
in a clear A-to-Z format organized by brand name, written and researched by a unique team of the
world’s leading authorities on the subject. Acoustic Guitars: The Illustrated Encyclopedia shows in
words and pictures just why and how the acoustic guitar continues to be the most popular musical
instrument in the world.
  custom guitar building: The Stratocaster Chronicles Tom Wheeler, 2004 (Book). The
world's most famous guitar had a golden anniversary in 2004, and this official, authorized book/CD
package offers the best photos, quotes, facts and sounds to properly celebrate this achievement.
From Buddy Holly to Jimi Hendrix to today's hottest players, the Fender Stratocaster defines
rock'n'roll for generations of fans and players. Special features include exclusive photos from the
world's greatest guitar collection, as well as a CD with musical examples of famous Strat sounds and
styles hilariously performed by Greg Koch even spoken excerpts from the author's interviews with
the Strat's beloved inventor, Leo Fender. This book also recognizes that the Stratocaster's deeper
significance lies in the music that guitarists have created with it. You'll hear what Strat players have
to say about their instrument, their music and each other. The Fender Stratocaster both reflects and
influences popular culture worldwide. The Stratocaster Chronicles focuses on the people who
brought it into the world, the designers and builders who refined it, and the players who have taken



it from there.
  custom guitar building: D'Angelico, Master Guitar Builder Frank W. M. Green, 2008 (Guitar).
Certainly no name resonates across the spruce and maple boundaries of the classic American guitar
like that of John D'Angelico, master guitar builder. Here in personal and cooperative histories,
anecdotes, and first-hand accounts, Frank Green has infused the name of the master with life and
vitality. Includes a 24-page color section and hundreds of rare photographs.
  custom guitar building: Grateful Dead Gear Blair Jackson, 2006-11-01 The origins and
secrets of the Grateful Dead's magical sound are told! This book is the first in-depth examination of
the Dead's technical side, including their recording methods. From the “Acid Tests” of the mid-'60s
to the famous “Wall of Sound” PA setup in the '70s and on to their exceptional later touring systems,
the Grateful Dead were always on the cutting edge of technological innovation and experimentation.
This exhaustive study includes clear and concise explanations of the band's equipment technology,
instrument design, and studio recording techniques, plus a history of the group. Features: more than
100 photos and diagrams, many never before seen; new interviews with band members and tech
personnel; suggested listening for every era of the group's history; and more!
  custom guitar building: Handmade Music Factory Mike Orr, 2011-11-01 Learn how to make
eight of the most unique and imaginative instruments found anywhere - from a one-string guitar
made from a soup can, to a hubcap banjo. Author Mike Orr takes you inside the growing trend of
handmade music and shows you how with a little creativity and some salvaged parts, you can create
your own arsenal of instruments that look good, sound great, and deliver some foot stompin' fun!
  custom guitar building: Guitar Makers Kathryn Marie Dudley, 2014-11-10 It whispers, it
sings, it rocks, and it howls. It expresses the voice of the folk—the open road, freedom, protest and
rebellion, youth and love. It is the acoustic guitar. And over the last five decades it has become a
quintessential American icon. Because this musical instrument is significant to so many—in ways
that are emotional, cultural, and economic—guitar making has experienced a renaissance in North
America, both as a popular hobby and, for some, a way of life. In Guitar Makers, Kathryn Marie
Dudley introduces us to builders of artisanal guitars, their place in the art world, and the specialized
knowledge they’ve developed. Drawing on in-depth interviews with members of the lutherie
community, she finds that guitar making is a social movement with political implications. Guitars are
not simply made—they are born. Artisans listen to their wood, respond to its liveliness, and strive to
endow each instrument with an unforgettable tone. Although professional luthiers work within a
market society, Dudley observes that their overriding sentiment is passion and love of the craft.
Guitar makers are not aiming for quick turnover or the low-cost reproduction of commodities but the
creation of singular instruments with unique qualities, and face-to-face transactions between
makers, buyers, and dealers are commonplace. In an era when technological change has pushed
skilled artisanship to the margins of the global economy, and in the midst of a capitalist system that
places a premium on ever faster and more efficient modes of commerce, Dudley shows us how
artisanal guitar makers have carved out a unique world that operates on alternative, more humane,
and ecologically sustainable terms.
  custom guitar building: The Best Places for Everything Peter Greenberg, 2012-05-08 An
all-access pass to the most unique, inspiring, and life-changing experiences on Earth. Travel isn't
just about the destination—it's about the experience. Now, the very best places to experience
anything—from bungee-jumping and French cooking classes to whitewater rafting and seeing the
Northern Lights—are revealed and collected in this inspiring and definitive guide. New York Times
bestselling author and travel expert Peter Greenberg shares more than two decades of his own
extensive worldwide travel, uniquely organized by affinity, accessibility, and affordability. Whether
readers are looking to embark on outdoor adventures or savor the simplest pleasures, there are
hundreds of ideas here that are sure to inspire—from shark diving, train spotting, and cheesemaking
to safari camping, truffle-hunting, scenic hot-air balloon rides—even the best authentic beginner
Argentine tango class (the Hotel Mansion Dandi in Buenos Aires). Packed with fascinating facts,
industry secrets, and expert advice, The Best Places for Everything is the definitive guide for



thrill-seekers and armchair travelers alike. No matter what's on readers' wish lists, they will always
end up in the perfect spot.
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