
death of a salesman characters
death of a salesman characters are central to understanding Arthur Miller's
iconic play, which explores themes of identity, family, and the American
Dream. This article delves into the key figures that drive the narrative,
analyzing their traits, motivations, and roles within the story. Each
character embodies distinct facets of human experience, from Willy Loman's
tragic flaws to the complex dynamics among his family members. By examining
these characters in detail, readers gain insight into the play’s enduring
relevance and emotional impact. This comprehensive overview highlights the
relationships and conflicts that define the drama. The following sections
will explore the primary and secondary death of a salesman characters, their
symbolic significance, and their narrative functions.

Overview of Major Death of a Salesman Characters

Willy Loman: The Tragic Protagonist

Linda Loman: The Devoted Wife

Biff Loman: The Disillusioned Son

Happy Loman: The Neglected Brother

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Symbolism and Themes Reflected Through Characters

Overview of Major Death of a Salesman
Characters
The death of a salesman characters form a tightly woven ensemble that
reflects the complexities of family and societal expectations. The narrative
primarily revolves around the Loman family, whose interactions reveal deep
emotional struggles and conflicting aspirations. Each character represents
different responses to the pressures of modern life and the elusive American
Dream. Understanding these characters’ backgrounds and personalities provides
essential context for the play’s dramatic tension and thematic depth.

Willy Loman – The protagonist, a struggling salesman

Linda Loman – Willy’s supportive and loyal wife

Biff Loman – Willy’s eldest son, grappling with lost dreams



Happy Loman – The younger son, seeking validation

Charley – Willy’s neighbor and friend

Bernard – Charley’s son, successful and responsible

Ben – Willy’s deceased brother, symbolizing success

Willy Loman: The Tragic Protagonist

Character Profile and Personality
Willy Loman is the heart of the play and one of the most iconic death of a
salesman characters. He is an aging salesman burdened by financial
difficulties and a fading sense of self-worth. Willy’s relentless pursuit of
success and popularity blinds him to the realities of his life and
relationships. His personality combines charm, stubbornness, and
vulnerability, making him a profoundly human figure. Willy’s internal
conflict and tragic flaws drive the play’s emotional core.

Willy’s Role in the Narrative
As the protagonist, Willy embodies the failures of the American Dream and the
crushing weight of societal expectations. His delusions and denial create
tension within the family and highlight themes of identity and
disillusionment. Willy’s interactions with his sons and wife reveal his deep
need for affirmation and his inability to accept change or failure. His
tragic end serves as a powerful critique of materialism and superficial
success.

Linda Loman: The Devoted Wife

Linda’s Character and Significance
Linda Loman is a pivotal figure among the death of a salesman characters,
representing loyalty, compassion, and resilience. She supports Willy
unconditionally despite his flaws and failures, often acting as the emotional
anchor for the family. Linda’s role underscores the theme of familial duty
and the sacrifices made to preserve unity. Her quiet strength contrasts with
Willy’s volatility and offers insight into the dynamics of marriage and
caregiving in the play.



Linda’s Influence on the Family
Linda’s persistent defense of Willy against criticism reveals her protective
nature and deep love. She attempts to mediate conflicts and maintain hope,
even as the family’s stability deteriorates. Linda’s character highlights the
emotional cost of Willy’s ambitions and the burden borne by those around him.
Her presence adds emotional depth and realism to the play’s portrayal of
family life.

Biff Loman: The Disillusioned Son

Biff’s Personality and Struggles
Biff Loman is one of the most complex death of a salesman characters,
representing lost potential and the painful awakening to reality. Once a
promising athlete, Biff struggles with his identity and the expectations
imposed by his father. His disillusionment with Willy’s dreams and his own
failures creates a central conflict in the narrative. Biff’s journey reflects
themes of self-discovery, regret, and reconciliation.

Biff’s Relationship with Willy
The relationship between Biff and Willy is fraught with tension and
misunderstanding. Biff’s rejection of his father’s values and illusions
causes emotional turmoil for both characters. Their confrontations reveal
deep-seated resentments and unmet desires, ultimately leading to moments of
painful honesty. Biff’s character challenges the idealized notions of success
and forces a reevaluation of family bonds.

Happy Loman: The Neglected Brother

Character Traits and Role
Happy Loman, the younger son, is another significant death of a salesman
character whose traits contrast with those of Biff. Happy is ambitious but
superficial, often seeking validation through material success and romantic
conquests. His character represents denial and the pursuit of empty dreams.
Despite his outward confidence, Happy struggles with feelings of neglect and
inadequacy within the family dynamic.

Happy’s Impact on the Story
Happy’s interactions with other characters reveal the complexities of sibling



rivalry and familial expectations. He often acts as a foil to Biff, embodying
the continuation of Willy’s misguided aspirations. Happy’s lack of self-
awareness and his tendency to avoid confronting reality add layers to the
play’s exploration of identity and failure. His character underscores the
theme of illusion versus truth.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Charley and Bernard
Charley, Willy’s neighbor and friend, provides a contrasting perspective to
the Loman family’s struggles. Practical and successful, Charley offers Willy
financial help and moral support, highlighting themes of friendship and
generosity. His son Bernard represents responsibility and achievement,
further emphasizing the Loman family’s shortcomings.

Ben: The Symbol of Success
Ben, Willy’s deceased brother, appears in flashbacks and memories,
symbolizing the success and fortune Willy desperately seeks. Ben’s character
embodies the idealized vision of the American Dream, serving as an
aspirational figure that haunts Willy’s consciousness. His presence
intensifies Willy’s internal conflict and underscores the play’s critique of
materialism.

Other Minor Characters

The Woman – Willy’s mistress, representing temptation and betrayal

Stanley – A waiter who interacts with Happy

Howard Wagner – Willy’s employer, embodying corporate indifference

These supporting characters enrich the narrative by illustrating external
pressures and moral challenges faced by the Loman family.

Symbolism and Themes Reflected Through
Characters
The death of a salesman characters collectively embody the play’s central
themes, including the fragility of identity, the pursuit and pitfalls of the
American Dream, and the complexities of family relationships. Willy’s tragic



flaw and delusions symbolize the destructive nature of unrealistic
expectations. Linda’s steadfastness highlights loyalty amidst hardship, while
Biff and Happy personify contrasting responses to failure and
disillusionment.

Symbolism is deeply embedded in the characters’ interactions and personal
journeys, offering insights into societal critique and psychological depth.
The tension between illusion and reality is a recurring motif, illustrated
vividly through the characters’ struggles. These layers of meaning contribute
to the play’s enduring significance in American literature and drama.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the protagonist in Death of a Salesman?
The protagonist of Death of a Salesman is Willy Loman, an aging and
struggling salesman.

What role does Linda Loman play in Death of a
Salesman?
Linda Loman is Willy Loman's loyal and supportive wife who tries to keep the
family together despite their struggles.

Who are Willy Loman's sons in Death of a Salesman?
Willy Loman has two sons: Biff Loman, the older son who struggles with his
identity and career, and Happy Loman, the younger son who seeks attention and
success.

How is Biff Loman characterized in Death of a
Salesman?
Biff Loman is portrayed as a disillusioned and conflicted character who once
had potential but is now uncertain about his future and his relationship with
his father.

What is the significance of Charley in Death of a
Salesman?
Charley is Willy Loman's neighbor and only friend, who offers him financial
support and represents practicality and success.



Who is Bernard in Death of a Salesman?
Bernard is Charley's son, a successful and hardworking lawyer, contrasting
with Willy's sons and highlighting different values.

What is the role of Ben in Death of a Salesman?
Ben is Willy's deceased older brother who appears in Willy's memories and
represents success and adventure, symbolizing Willy's aspirations.

How does Happy Loman differ from Biff in Death of a
Salesman?
Happy Loman is more superficial and focused on personal gratification and
approval, whereas Biff is more introspective and struggles with his identity.

What does Willy Loman symbolize in Death of a
Salesman?
Willy Loman symbolizes the common man chasing the American Dream but
ultimately facing disillusionment and failure.

How do the characters in Death of a Salesman reflect
the themes of the play?
The characters represent various aspects of the American Dream, family
dynamics, and personal failure, with Willy's family illustrating conflict
between reality and illusion.

Additional Resources
1. Willy Loman: The Tragic Everyman
This book explores the character of Willy Loman, the protagonist of *Death of
a Salesman*. It delves into his dreams, flaws, and the pressures of the
American Dream that lead to his downfall. Through psychological analysis, the
book reveals how Willy’s struggles reflect societal expectations and personal
failures.

2. Biff Loman: The Lost Son
Focusing on Biff, Willy’s eldest son, this book examines his conflicted
identity and search for purpose. It highlights Biff’s disillusionment with
his father’s ideals and his journey to find his own path. The narrative
discusses the complexities of familial relationships and the impact of unmet
expectations.

3. Happy Loman: The Forgotten Brother
Happy Loman often remains in the shadow of his brother and father. This work



sheds light on Happy’s desire for recognition and his coping mechanisms for
dealing with family dynamics. It also addresses themes of loneliness,
ambition, and self-deception.

4. Linda Loman: The Unsung Heroine
Linda, the steadfast wife of Willy Loman, is the emotional backbone of the
family. This book portrays her unwavering support and the sacrifices she
makes to keep her family together. It also explores her role in the family’s
tragic narrative and her quiet strength amidst turmoil.

5. Charley and Bernard: Friends and Foils
This book focuses on the characters of Charley and his son Bernard, who serve
as contrasts to the Loman family. It examines their success and grounded
nature compared to Willy and his sons. The analysis highlights themes of
friendship, competition, and different interpretations of success.

6. The American Dream in Death of a Salesman
A broader look at how the characters embody and struggle with the concept of
the American Dream. This book discusses how Willy’s aspirations and failures
are mirrored in his family and their relationships. It provides critical
insights into the societal pressures and illusions that shape the characters’
lives.

7. Father-Son Dynamics in Death of a Salesman
This book explores the complex relationships between Willy and his sons, Biff
and Happy. It discusses themes of expectation, disappointment, and the
longing for approval. Through character studies, it reveals how these
dynamics drive much of the play’s emotional tension.

8. Illusions and Reality: The Psychology of Death of a Salesman
Focusing on the psychological aspects of the characters, this book analyzes
their dreams, delusions, and confrontations with reality. It offers a deep
dive into Willy’s mental state and the coping mechanisms his family employs.
The text connects psychological theory with literary analysis for a
comprehensive understanding.

9. Women in Death of a Salesman: Beyond Linda
While Linda is the primary female character, this book expands the discussion
to the representation of women in the play’s world. It examines Linda’s role
alongside the brief mentions and implications of other female influences. The
study highlights gender roles and expectations in the mid-20th century
American family context.
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  death of a salesman characters: Willy Loman in Miller’s "Death of a Salesman": An analysis of
character portrayal Sarah Breitkopf, 2008-10-13 Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject
Interpreting / Translating , grade: 2,0, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Fachbereich
Angewandte Sprach- und Kulturwissenschaft), course: Highlights of Mid-20th -Century American
Drama, language: English, abstract: Since the existence of life on earth there has been the struggle
between the stronger and the weaker of all creatures. The species that had adapted best obtained
the greatest chance to prevail in this “combat”. In exactly the same way we can consider the history
of mankind as a surviving of the fittest. Nowadays it is not the physique alone that decides if
somebody gets above the others or not. It’s more or less the right combination of certain abilities,
ambitions and values that make up the secret of success. Nevertheless we can still talk about a kind
of natural selection. Although skills and knowledge can be trained, and abilities and competences
can be improved by means of special learning methods, somebody who wants to be at the top must
already have a certain biological and genetic qualification. Willy Loman, the main character of the
play Death of a Salesman, is a salesman past sixty years of age. In his youth he believes that he has
found the secret to success .Willy is convinced that he will make it if he tries his luck in the business
and starts his career in a selling firm. He never has any doubt about achieving his aim as he is of the
opinion to have all traits of character and competences he needs. But in reality Willy can be
considered as a looser and a poor guy who only claims himself to be at the top. He brings up his two
boys in these illusions and is assured of having chosen the right way. The paper deals on the one
hand with the main character of the play himself, his dreams, illusions and wrong values that finally
lead to his failure and suicide. On the other hand it treats the influence that these illusions exert on
his two boys and their wrong upbringing.
  death of a salesman characters: Script Analysis for Actors, Directors, and Designers James
Michael Thomas, 2005 Based on the premise that plays are objects of study in and of themselves,
this title details the Konstantin Stanislavskis method of action analysis, expanding the scope of
analysis to includes both inductive and deductive methodologies.
  death of a salesman characters: Script Analysis for Actors, Directors, and Designers James
Thomas, 2009-02-17 Script Analysis for Actors, Directors, and Designers applies directly to the
experience of theatrical production. You will immediately be able to inforporate the concepts and
processes you learn into both your practical and creative work. Whether you are an actor, a director,
or a designer, you will benefit from clear and comprehensive examples, end-of-chapter questions,
and summaries meant to stimulate their creative process as they engage in production work. Based
on the premise that plays should be objects of study in and of themselves, Script Analysis for Actors,
Directors, and Designers teaches an established system of classifications that examines the written
part of a play. This fourth edition will include in-depth analysis of unconventional plays, which are
more frequent on amateur and professional stages. These plays present unique analytical challenges
that the author teaches you the unusual ways in which the subject matter operates in
unconventional plays.
  death of a salesman characters: Willy Loman in Miller's Death of a Salesman Sarah
Breitkopf, 2008-10 Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Interpreting / Translating,
grade: 2,0, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Fachbereich Angewandte Sprach- und
Kulturwissenschaft), course: Highlights of Mid-20th -Century American Drama, 7 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: Since the existence of life on earth there has been the
struggle between the stronger and the weaker of all creatures. The species that had adapted best
obtained the greatest chance to prevail in this combat. In exactly the same way we can consider the
history of mankind as a surviving of the fittest. Nowadays it is not the physique alone that decides if
somebody gets above the others or not. It's more or less the right combination of certain abilities,
ambitions and values that make up the secret of success. Nevertheless we can still talk about a kind
of natural selection. Although skills and knowledge can be trained, and abilities and competences
can be improved by means of special learning methods, somebody who wants to be at the top must



already have a certain biological and genetic qualification. Willy Loman, the main character of the
play Death of a Salesman, is a salesman past sixty years of age. In his youth he believes that he has
found the secret to success .Willy is convinced that he will make it if he tries his luck in the business
and starts his career in a selling firm. He never has any doubt about achieving his aim as he is of the
opinion to have all traits of character and competences he needs. But in reality Willy can be
considered as a looser and a poor guy who only claims himself to be at the top. He brings up his two
boys in these illusions and is assured of having chosen the right way. The paper deals on the one
hand with the main character of the play himself, his dreams, illusions and wrong values that finally
lead to his failure and suicide. On the other hand it treats the influence that these illusions exert on
his two boys and their wrong up
  death of a salesman characters: The Cambridge Companion to Arthur Miller C. W. E. Bigsby,
1997-11-13 Arthur Miller is regarded as one of the most important playwrights of the twentieth
century. His work is performed and studied around the world and this Companion provides an
introduction to this influential dramatist. In addition to analyses of Miller's plays, including All My
Sons, Death of a Salesman, and The Crucible, his work is also placed within the context of the social
and political climate of the time. The impact of the Depression, the Holocaust, and McCarthyism are
explored in light of the plays, and the contributors also discuss Miller's fiction and work in film. In
the last twenty years, Miller has written a host of new plays and the Companion also examines these
works, including The Ride Down Mount Morgan, The Last Yankee, and Broken Glass. The volume
closes with a bibliographic essay which reviews the key studies of Miller. It also contains a detailed
chronology of Miller's work and illustrations from important productions.
  death of a salesman characters: Dignity, Character and Self-Respect Robin S. Dillon,
2013-01-11 This is the first anthology to bring together a selection of the most important
contemporary philosophical essays on the nature and moral significance of self-respect.
Representing a diversity of views, the essays illustrate the complexity of self-respect and explore its
connections to such topics as personhood, dignity, rights, character, autonomy, integrity, identity,
shame, justice, oppression and empowerment. The book demonstrates that self-respect is a
formidable concern which goes to the very heart of both moral theory and moral life. Contributors:
Bernard Boxill, Stephen L. Darwall, John Deigh, Robin S. Dillon, Thomas E. Hill, Jr., Aurel Kolnai,
Stephen J. Massey, Diana T. Meyers, Michelle M. Moody-Adams, John Rawls, Gabriele Taylor,
Elizabeth Telfer, Laurence L. Thomas.
  death of a salesman characters: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2019-03-28 Unlock the more straightforward side of Death of a Salesman with this
concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Death
of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, a tragic drama centred on the character of Willy Loman and his
turbulent relationship with his eldest son, Biff. Over the course of the play, flashbacks or dream
sequences are used to reveal the reasons why their bond has disintegrated to such a degree,
focusing on Willy’s obsession with material success and Biff’s rejection of the narrative of the
American Dream to illustrate the stark contrasts between their personalities and attitudes towards
life. Arthur Miller is considered one of the most influential dramatists of the 20th century, and Death
of a Salesman is one of his best-known plays. It remains popular today, and new productions of the
play are frequently performed. Find out everything you need to know about Death of a Salesman in a
fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot
summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why
choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  death of a salesman characters: Women in American Theatre Helen Krich Chinoy, Linda
Walsh Jenkins, 2006 First full-scale revision since 1987.
  death of a salesman characters: Critical Theory Today Lois Tyson, 2012-09-10 Critical



Theory Today is the essential introduction to contemporary criticial theory. It provides clear, simple
explanations and concrete examples of complex concepts, making a wide variety of commonly used
critical theories accessible to novices without sacrificing any theoretical rigor or thoroughness. This
new edition provides in-depth coverage of the most common approaches to literary analysis today:
feminism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, reader-response theory, new criticism, structuralism and
semiotics, deconstruction, new historicism, cultural criticism, lesbian/gay/queer theory, African
American criticism, and postcolonial criticism. The chapters provide an extended explanation of each
theory, using examples from everyday life, popular culture, and literary texts; a list of specific
questions critics who use that theory ask about literary texts; an interpretation of F. Scott
Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby through the lens of each theory; a list of questions for further practice
to guide readers in applying each theory to different literary works; and a bibliography of primary
and secondary works for further reading.
  death of a salesman characters: Student Companion to Arthur Miller Susan C. W. Abbotson,
2000-05-30 This critical introduction to Arthur Miller provides an indispensable aid for students and
general readers to understand the depth and complexity of some of America's most important
dramatic works. Beginning with a discussion of his life, this work traces not only Miller's theatrical
career, but his formulative experiences with the Great Depression, the Holocaust, and the House
Un-American Activities Committee. Detailed discussions of eight important plays are organized
around the social and moral themes Miller derived from such events; these themes are evident in
such works as Death of A Salesman, The Crucible, A View from the Bridge, and All My Sons. By
placing Miller, within the context of his times, this discussion reveals how he was influenced by and
reacted to the major events in his own life and in American culture. Analysis of his more recent
works such as The American Clock, Broken Glass and The Ride Down Mt. Morgan illustrate the
consistency of Miller's strong moral vision, and his continuing innovative contributions to American
theatre. A fascinating biographical chapter takes readers from Miller's childhood, through the
Depression years, through three marriages; and from his theatrical apprenticeship, to eventual fame
and critical acclaim for his plays and other literary and cinematic projects. The literary heritage
chapter outlines Miller's literary and dramatic precursors, and considers the major aspects of his
dramatic impact. The six chapters discussing his major plays are systematically presented to allow
the reader to easily grasp the intricacies of their plots, characterizations, stylistic devices, and
themes. In addition, each chapter offers a view of the social and/or historical context that influenced
the plays' thematic development, as well as an alternate critical reading that demonstrates the
richness of Miller's work. Lastly, the bibliography provides information on Miller's published works,
including his screenplays and essays, biographical information, selected general criticism, and both
contemporary reviews and critical studies of the plays discussed.
  death of a salesman characters: Arthur Miller's America Enoch Brater, 2010-06-02
Perspectives on America's greatest living playwright that explore his longstanding commitment to
forging a uniquely American theater Arthur Miller's America collects new writing by leading
international critics and scholars that considers the dramatic world of icon, activist, and playwright
Arthur Miller's theater as it reflects the changing moral equations of his time. Written on the
occasion of Miller's 85th year, the original essays and interviews in Arthur Miller's America treat the
breadth of Miller's work, including his early political writings for the campus newspaper at the
University of Michigan, his famous work with John Huston, Clark Gable and Marilyn Monroe on The
Misfits, and his signature plays like Death of a Salesman and All My Sons.
  death of a salesman characters: Character Development and Storytelling for Games Lee
Sheldon, 2022-11-18 This is the third edition of Character Development and Storytelling for Games,
a standard work in the field that brings all of the teaching from the first two books up to date and
tackles the new challenges of today. Professional game writer and designer Lee Sheldon combines
his experience and expertise in this updated edition. New examples, new game types, and new
challenges throughout the text highlight the fundamentals of character writing and storytelling. But
this book is not just a box of techniques for writers of video games. It is an exploration of the roots of



character development and storytelling that readers can trace from Homer to Chaucer to Cervantes
to Dickens and even Mozart. Many contemporary writers also contribute insights from books, plays,
television, films, and, yes, games. Sheldon and his contributors emphasize the importance of creative
instinct and listening to the inner voice that guides successful game writers and designers. Join him
on his quest to instruct, inform, and maybe even inspire your next great game.
  death of a salesman characters: Modern and Contemporary American Literature María
Magdalena GARCÍA LORENZO, Ana Isabel ZAMORANO RUEDA, 2013-02-06 Dirigido a estudiantes
de la UNED para la asignatura Literatura Norteamericana y Contemporanea del grado Estudios
Ingleses: Lengua, Literatura y Cultura. Ofrece un recorrido por la vida de los autores, las
preocupaciones del siglo XX en la literatura americana y presta principal atención al modernismo y
al posmodernismo como grandes momentos culturales.
  death of a salesman characters: The New York Times Theatre Reviews 1999-2000 New York
Times Theater Reviews, 2001-12 This volume is a comprehensive collection of critical essays on The
Taming of the Shrew, and includes extensive discussions of the play's various printed versions and
its theatrical productions. Aspinall has included only those essays that offer the most influential and
controversial arguments surrounding the play. The issues discussed include gender, authority,
female autonomy and unruliness, courtship and marriage, language and speech, and performance
and theatricality.
  death of a salesman characters: What Is It About Me You Can't Teach? Eleanor Renee
Rodriguez, James Bellanca, 2006-06-21 This second edition provides strategies to increase student
engagement, develop cognitive skills, and empower students to take responsibility for their own
learning.
  death of a salesman characters: Quicklet on Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman
(CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) Steven John, 2012-07-30 ABOUT THE BOOK “A
diamond is hard and rough to the touch.” - Ben Loman, Death of a Salesman Why is Arthur Miller’s
Death of a Salesman still relevant today? Perhaps this simple question begs the question “IS it still
relevant?” To any who ask this, the simple answer is an admonition to read the play. Or see it
staged. Or watch any of the myriad cinematic adaptations. (Dustin Hoffman’s portrayal of Willy
Loman is arguably a gold standard performance. There are many fine renditions of the role, but the
best is surely the one conjured in a careful reader’s mind.) Before we delve too deeply into the
lasting meaning of this play and the still poignant struggles of its characters, let us discuss
something held so directly before our faces that we may well look through it and never recognize its
paramount importance: the play’s name. Arthur Miller titled his play -- his first real success -- not
simply Death of a Salesman but added the sub-title Certain private conversations in two acts and a
requiem. Indeed, death hangs heavy here. The title makes it clear and the word requiem makes it
tangible. But let us look, briefly, at the title in surgical detail. Why not “The” Death of a Salesman?
Or why not Death of THE salesman? These simple words, these direct object identifiers, would
change Willy Loman from the everyman to the man. The genius of Arthur Miller is that Loman
manages to be both an everyman and a “real” person -- a character we believe existed, with all his
faults, his ticks, his occasional smiles, and his undeniable, unbearable descent. This is the story of
one man and his family as his life circles the drain, the lives of all those who touch his -- an ever
smaller circle of people -- following not far behind. It is a story of neurosis and denial, of failure and
suffering and of a falsified, gilded past in which the broken characters try to find happiness and
solace. Well, that sounds rather bleak. So why is this such a resonant, potent, and beloved play?
Perhaps because it tells a story we all know, and tells it so well. Perhaps it is because as we watch
the ever descending arc that is the lives of Willy, Linda, Biff, and Happy Loman, we are made to
whisper under our breath “Yes... and there but for the grace of god go I.” Or maybe it is simply
because Arthur Miller was such a fine playwright that he could likely have made a three act about
pipe fitting enthralling to all. We shall see as we head deeper into the meat of the play; farther down
into the minds -- and psychoses -- of the players. But first, who wrought this jewel? “And I looked at
the pen and I thought, what the hell am I grabbing this for? EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK The curtain



opens on a small house, several of its walls “removed” so we can see inside it. The lights gradually
change to reveal that the house, once quaint and on a lovely spread of land, is now falling apart and
is surrounded by tall, drab apartment buildings. The home’s decline mimics that of the head of
household, Willy Loman, a man in his 60s and very, very tired. Loman enters late at night, carrying
his heavy valises -- the tools of the trade of a salesman in the 1940s -- and shuffling his tired feet. He
is greeted by his wife Linda, a kind, patient but sad woman. The couple talk at length and Willy
reveals that he could not complete his trip, intended to take him from their home in New York up to
Boston, and has sold nothing that day. He could not complete the trip because his tired mind kept
wandering into memories of the past and he found the car drifting about the road, following his
meandering thoughts. Loman even thinks he was driving a car the family has not owned for years.
He is a man whose best years are past; whose very mind is fading... ...buy the book to continue
reading!
  death of a salesman characters: A Study Guide for Mark Medoff's "Children of a Lesser
God" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Mark Medoff's Children of a Lesser God, excerpted
from Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your
research needs.
  death of a salesman characters: André Bazin, the Critic as Thinker R. J. Cardullo,
2017-01-28 André Bazin (1918–58) is credited with almost single-handedly establishing the study of
film as an accepted intellectual pursuit, as well as with being the spiritual father of the French New
Wave. Among those who came under his tutelage were four who would go on to become the most
renowned directors of the postwar French cinema: François Truffaut, Jean-Luc Godard, Jacques
Rivette, and Claude Chabrol. Bazin can also be considered the principal instigator of the equally
influential auteur theory: the idea that, since film is an art form, the director of a movie must be
perceived as the chief creator of its unique cinematic style.André Bazin, the Critic as Thinker:
American Cinema from Early Chaplin to the Late 1950s contains, for the first time in English in one
volume, much if not all of Bazin’s writings on American cinema: on directors such as Orson Welles,
Charles Chaplin, Preston Sturges, Alfred Hitchcock, Howard Hawks, John Huston, Nicholas Ray,
Erich von Stroheim, and Elia Kazan; and on films such as High Noon, Citizen Kane, Rear Window,
Limelight, Scarface, Niagara, The Red Badge of Courage, Greed, and Sullivan’s Travels.André Bazin,
the Critic as Thinker: American Cinema from Early Chaplin to the Late 1950s also features a sizable
scholarly apparatus, including a contextual introduction to Bazin’s life and work, a complete
bibliography of Bazin’s writings on American cinema, and credits of the films discussed. This volume
thus represents a major contribution to the still growing academic discipline of cinema studies, as
well as a testament to the continuing influence of one of the world’s pre-eminent critical thinkers.
  death of a salesman characters: A New Literary History of America Greil Marcus, Werner
Sollors, 2012-05-07 America is a nation making itself up as it goes alongÑa story of discovery and
invention unfolding in speeches and images, letters and poetry, unprecedented feats of scholarship
and imagination. In these myriad, multiform, endlessly changing expressions of the American
experience, the authors and editors of this volume find a new American history. In more than two
hundred original essays, A New Literary History of America brings together the nationÕs many
voices. From the first conception of a New World in the sixteenth century to the latest re-envisioning
of that world in cartoons, television, science fiction, and hip hop, the book gives us a new,
kaleidoscopic view of what ÒMade in AmericaÓ means. Literature, music, film, art, history, science,
philosophy, political rhetoricÑcultural creations of every kind appear in relation to each other, and
to the time and place that give them shape. The meeting of minds is extraordinary as T. J. Clark
writes on Jackson Pollock, Paul Muldoon on Carl Sandburg, Camille Paglia on Tennessee Williams,
Sarah Vowell on Grant WoodÕs American Gothic, Walter Mosley on hard-boiled detective fiction,
Jonathan Lethem on Thomas Edison, Gerald Early on Tarzan, Bharati Mukherjee on The Scarlet
Letter, Gish Jen on Catcher in the Rye, and Ishmael Reed on Huckleberry Finn. From Anne



Bradstreet and John Winthrop to Philip Roth and Toni Morrison, from Alexander Graham Bell and
Stephen Foster to Alcoholics Anonymous, Life, Chuck Berry, Alfred Hitchcock, and Ronald Reagan,
this is America singing, celebrating itself, and becoming something altogether different, plural,
singular, new. Please visit www.newliteraryhistory.com for more information.
  death of a salesman characters: A/AS Level English Literature B for AQA Student Book
Carol Atherton, Andrew Green, Gary Snapper, 2015-06-04 A new series of bespoke, full-coverage
resources developed for the 2015 A Level English qualifications. Endorsed for the AQA A/AS Level
English Literature B specifications for first teaching from 2015, this print Student Book is suitable
for all abilities, providing stretch opportunities for the more able and additional scaffolding for those
who need it. Helping bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level, the unique three-part structure
focuses on texts within a particular time period and supports students in interpreting texts and
reflecting on how writers make meaning. An enhanced digital version and free Teacher's Resource
are also available.
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