
daddy by plath summary
daddy by plath summary offers an insightful exploration of one of Sylvia Plath’s most
powerful and controversial poems. This article provides a detailed analysis of the poem’s
themes, literary devices, historical context, and its overall significance within Plath’s body
of work. By examining the vivid imagery and emotional intensity of "Daddy," readers can
better understand the poet’s complex relationship with her father and her struggle with
identity and trauma. The summary also highlights the poem’s structural elements and
symbolism that contribute to its lasting impact in American poetry. This comprehensive
guide is designed to enrich appreciation for the poem and clarify its multifaceted meaning.
Below is an overview of the main points covered in this daddy by plath summary.

Background and Historical Context

Overview of the Poem

Themes and Symbolism

Literary Devices and Style

Interpretation and Critical Reception

Background and Historical Context

Understanding the background and historical context of "Daddy" is essential to grasp the
depth of its emotional and symbolic resonance. Sylvia Plath wrote the poem in 1962,
shortly before her death, during a period marked by intense personal turmoil. The poem
reflects Plath’s attempt to come to terms with the death of her father, Otto Plath, who died
when she was just eight years old. This early loss profoundly influenced her life and
poetry.

The poem also reflects the broader cultural and psychological tensions of the mid-20th
century, including the exploration of identity, trauma, and the impact of authoritarian
figures. Plath’s father was of German descent, and the poem controversially references
Nazi imagery, which adds layers of historical and emotional complexity. This context helps
explain the poem’s dark tone and the intensity of its imagery.

Sylvia Plath’s Personal Life

Plath’s biography is crucial to understanding "Daddy." Her father’s death left a lasting
scar, and her turbulent marriage to poet Ted Hughes further complicated her emotional
landscape. The poem can be seen as an expression of Plath’s struggle to break free from



the oppressive memories and influences of her father and past relationships. It embodies
both personal grief and a broader commentary on power and control.

Historical and Cultural References

The poem’s references to Nazism and World War II are not literal but symbolic, reflecting
feelings of oppression and domination. Plath’s use of these references was controversial
but illustrates the extremity of her emotional state and the intensity of her perceived
victimization. These allusions serve to deepen the poem’s exploration of trauma and
liberation.

Overview of the Poem

"Daddy" is a 16-stanza poem composed of five-line stanzas with a distinctive rhyme
scheme. The narrative voice is that of a woman who addresses her father directly,
blending personal history with mythic and symbolic elements. The poem’s tone oscillates
between anger, sorrow, and defiance.

The poem begins with the speaker describing her father as a towering, oppressive figure,
akin to a “colossus.” The imagery is vivid and often unsettling, portraying the father as a
Nazi and the speaker as a victim of his tyranny. As the poem progresses, the speaker
reveals her struggle to overcome this overpowering presence, culminating in an act of
symbolic liberation.

Structure and Form

The poem’s structure supports its emotional intensity. Its consistent meter and rhyme
create a rhythmic urgency, while repetition emphasizes the speaker’s obsession and
trauma. The simple stanzaic form contrasts with the complexity of the subject matter,
making the poem accessible yet deeply evocative.

Summary of Key Stanzas

The initial stanzas introduce the father figure as a dominating and frightening
presence.

Midway through, the speaker equates her father to a Nazi and herself to a Jew,
intensifying the metaphor of victimization.

The final stanzas depict the speaker’s declaration of independence and the desire to



sever ties with the father’s oppressive legacy.

Themes and Symbolism

The poem is rich in themes and symbols that convey complex emotions and ideas. Central
to the poem is the theme of oppression and the struggle for freedom. The speaker’s
relationship with her father symbolizes broader conflicts between dominance and
subjugation, life and death, and identity and alienation.

Theme of Oppression and Power

"Daddy" portrays the father as a tyrannical figure whose influence looms large over the
speaker’s life. The use of totalitarian imagery highlights the extent of control and fear that
define this relationship. This theme also extends to the speaker’s struggle to overcome
psychological imprisonment.

Theme of Trauma and Memory

The poem explores how traumatic memories persist and shape identity. The speaker’s
repeated references to her father’s death and her feelings of abandonment underscore the
lasting impact of trauma. The poem suggests that confronting and articulating this trauma
is a necessary step toward healing.

Symbolism and Imagery

Key symbols in the poem include:

The Father: Represents an authoritarian, oppressive force.

Nazi Imagery: Symbolizes domination and cruelty.

Jewish Victim: Represents suffering and victimhood.

Black Shoe: Connotes confinement and control.

The Vampire: Symbolizes the draining and parasitic nature of the father’s influence.



Literary Devices and Style

Sylvia Plath’s mastery of literary techniques is evident throughout "Daddy." The poem’s
style combines stark, evocative language with inventive metaphors and powerful rhythm.
These devices collectively enhance the poem’s emotional and psychological impact.

Use of Metaphor and Simile

Plath employs extended metaphors to represent complex emotional states. The father is
compared to a Nazi and a vampire, metaphors that convey cruelty, dominance, and
emotional vampirism. Similes such as “like a bag full of God” emphasize the speaker’s
sense of spiritual suffocation and reverence mixed with fear.

Repetition and Sound Devices

Repetition is a key feature, with words like “Daddy” and “You” repeated to create a chant-
like effect that underscores obsession. Alliteration and assonance contribute to the poem’s
musicality and intensity. The rhyme scheme, while sometimes jarring, adds to the poem’s
unsettling atmosphere.

Imagery and Tone

The imagery in "Daddy" is vivid and often disturbing, evoking feelings of fear, anger, and
eventual empowerment. The tone shifts from mournful and reverential to angry and
defiant, capturing the speaker’s evolving emotional journey.

Interpretation and Critical Reception

"Daddy" has been the subject of extensive critical analysis and debate. Its raw emotional
power, controversial imagery, and complex symbolism have made it one of the most
studied poems in modern American literature. Interpretations vary, but most agree on the
poem’s exploration of personal trauma and the quest for emancipation.

Critical Perspectives

Critics have examined "Daddy" through various lenses, including feminist theory,
psychoanalysis, and historical criticism. Many interpret the poem as a feminist assertion of
independence, while psychoanalytic readings focus on the Oedipal themes and the



speaker’s struggle with paternal authority. The historical references have sparked
discussion about the appropriateness and impact of such symbolism.

Impact on Sylvia Plath’s Legacy

"Daddy" remains one of Sylvia Plath’s most iconic works, cementing her reputation as a
poet of intense emotional insight and technical skill. The poem’s fearless confrontation
with pain and oppression continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike,
contributing to ongoing discussions about mental health, trauma, and artistic expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the summary of Sylvia Plath's poem 'Daddy'?
'Daddy' by Sylvia Plath is a powerful and emotional poem in which the speaker confronts
the memory of her father. The poem explores themes of loss, trauma, and the struggle for
identity, using intense imagery and metaphors to depict the father's oppressive presence
and the speaker's desire for liberation.

What themes are explored in Sylvia Plath's 'Daddy'?
'Daddy' explores themes such as death, oppression, trauma, the father-daughter
relationship, and the struggle for personal freedom and identity. The poem reflects the
speaker’s complex emotions towards her father, blending anger, pain, and a need for
closure.

How does Sylvia Plath portray her father in the poem
'Daddy'?
In 'Daddy,' Plath portrays her father as a domineering and authoritarian figure, often
comparing him to a Nazi and a vampire, symbolizing oppression and control. This
portrayal reflects the speaker's feelings of being trapped and haunted by her father's
memory.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Daddy' by Sylvia
Plath?
'Daddy' uses vivid metaphors, similes, alliteration, repetition, and personification. Notably,
Plath uses the metaphor of the father as a 'colossus' and references to Nazis and vampires
to convey the oppressive nature of the speaker's relationship with her father.

Why is the poem titled 'Daddy'?
The poem is titled 'Daddy' because it centers on the speaker’s complex and painful



relationship with her father. The title reflects the intimate yet troubled bond that shapes
the poem’s emotional intensity.

How does 'Daddy' reflect Sylvia Plath's personal life?
'Daddy' is often interpreted as autobiographical, reflecting Plath’s own experiences with
her father, who died when she was young. The poem channels her grief, anger, and
unresolved feelings about his death and its impact on her life.

What is the tone of Sylvia Plath's 'Daddy'?
The tone of 'Daddy' is intense, angry, and confrontational. The speaker uses strong,
sometimes violent imagery to express feelings of betrayal, grief, and the desire to break
free from the father's oppressive influence.

How does the poem 'Daddy' end and what is its
significance?
The poem ends with the speaker declaring, 'Daddy, daddy, you bastard, I'm through.' This
signifies the speaker’s final act of emotional release and rejection of her father's control,
symbolizing a painful but necessary step towards healing.

What role does historical imagery play in 'Daddy'?
Historical imagery, such as references to Nazis and the Holocaust, amplifies the poem’s
themes of oppression and victimization. These images illustrate the speaker’s perception
of her father as a tyrannical figure and her own feelings of entrapment.

Why is 'Daddy' considered one of Sylvia Plath's most
famous poems?
'Daddy' is famous for its raw emotional power, striking imagery, and candid exploration of
difficult personal themes. Its bold language and psychological depth have made it a
landmark poem in confessional poetry and modern literature.

Additional Resources
1. "Daddy" by Sylvia Plath: A Poetic Analysis
This book offers an in-depth analysis of Sylvia Plath's famous poem "Daddy," exploring its
themes of trauma, loss, and identity. It examines Plath’s use of vivid imagery and
emotional intensity to portray her complex relationship with her father. Readers will gain
insight into the historical and personal contexts that shaped the poem.

2. Understanding Sylvia Plath's "Daddy": A Critical Summary
This volume provides a concise summary and critical interpretation of "Daddy,"
highlighting the poem’s symbolism and underlying psychological elements. It discusses
Plath’s unique poetic style and how she conveys feelings of oppression and rebellion. The



book is ideal for students and poetry enthusiasts seeking a clear explanation of the poem’s
meaning.

3. The Life and Legacy of Sylvia Plath: Exploring "Daddy"
Focusing on the biographical background of Sylvia Plath, this book connects her life
experiences with the themes expressed in "Daddy." It delves into Plath’s troubled
relationship with her father and how it influenced her writing. The book also places
"Daddy" within the broader context of Plath’s literary career.

4. Poetry and Pain: The Emotional Depths of "Daddy" by Sylvia Plath
This work explores the intense emotional expression found in "Daddy," analyzing how
Plath channels her pain and anger through poetic form. It discusses the use of metaphor
and tone in conveying themes of loss and vengeance. The book also examines how the
poem resonates with readers facing similar struggles.

5. Feminist Readings of Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
This book approaches "Daddy" from a feminist perspective, interpreting the poem as a
critique of patriarchal authority and gender dynamics. It explores Plath’s challenge to
male dominance and the societal expectations imposed on women. The analysis highlights
the poem’s role in feminist literary discourse.

6. Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy": A Psychological Perspective
Offering a psychological analysis, this book investigates the complex emotions and
subconscious conflicts expressed in "Daddy." It examines themes of trauma, repression,
and identity crisis within the poem. The author draws on psychoanalytic theories to
deepen understanding of Plath’s inner turmoil.

7. Symbolism and Imagery in Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
This book focuses on the rich symbolism and vivid imagery used in "Daddy," explaining
how these literary devices enhance the poem’s meaning. It decodes the references to
historical events and personal memories that shape the narrative. Readers will learn to
appreciate Plath’s craftsmanship and thematic depth.

8. The Influence of History on Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
Exploring the historical and cultural context of "Daddy," this book discusses how events
like World War II and Plath’s German-Jewish heritage influence the poem. It connects
historical trauma with personal grief, providing a layered reading of the text. The book
offers a comprehensive view of the poem’s backdrop.

9. Teaching Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy": A Guide for Educators
Designed for teachers, this guide provides strategies for introducing "Daddy" to students,
including summaries, discussion questions, and thematic explorations. It helps educators
facilitate critical thinking about the poem’s content and literary techniques. The book aims
to make Plath’s challenging work accessible and engaging in the classroom.
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  daddy by plath summary: Ariel by Sylvia Plath (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries,
2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Ariel with this concise and insightful summary
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Ariel by Sylvia Plath, the author’s final
collection of poetry, which was first published in 1965, two years after her suicide. Many of the
poems it contains were written in her final winter before her death, and the collection as a whole
explores subjects including mental illness, depression, motherhood, illness and family relationships.
This analysis features an outline of the overarching structure and key themes of the collections, as
well as a closer reading of the poems “Ariel”, “Daddy”, “Lady Lazarus” and “Tulips”. Sylvia Plath
was an American novelist and poet. Her best-known works are the novel The Bell Jar (first published
in 1963 under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas) and the poetry collection Ariel. Find out everything
you need to know about Ariel in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide
brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions
for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our
publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge
in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  daddy by plath summary: A Study Guide for Sylvia Plath's "Daddy" Gale, Cengage Learning,
2016 A Study Guide for Sylvia Plath's Daddy, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students.
This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
  daddy by plath summary: The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries,
2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Bell Jar with this concise and insightful
summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath, a
semi-autobiographical novel which follows Esther Greenwood, a young woman who is undertaking
an internship in New York when her mental health begins to decline, leading to stays in a series of
psychiatric institutions. The novel is semi-autobiographical: Plath’s own struggles with depression
are well-documented, and she underwent electroconvulsive therapy as part of her “treatment”. The
Bell Jar is widely admired for its unsparing depiction of the paranoia, stifling conformism and gender
inequality that characterised America during the 1950s, and its popularity has not waned in the
decades since it was first published. Sylvia Plath was an American novelist and poet. Her best-known
works are The Bell Jar and the poetry collection Ariel, which was published posthumously in 1965
(Plath committed suicide in 1963). Find out everything you need to know about The Bell Jar in a
fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot
summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why
choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  daddy by plath summary: Summary of Safiya Sinclair's How to Say Babylon Milkyway
Media, 2024-02-14 Get the Summary of Safiya Sinclair's How to Say Babylon in 20 minutes. Please
note: This is a summary & not the original book. How to Say Babylon by Safiya Sinclair is a memoir
that intricately explores the author's journey of self-discovery, set against the backdrop of her
Jamaican heritage and Rastafari upbringing. The narrative delves into Sinclair's complex family
dynamics, particularly focusing on her relationship with her father, a figure who embodies both the
inspiration and challenges of her life. From her early experiences of violence and the struggle to find
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her voice as a writer, to her eventual reconciliation with her past and her father, Sinclair's story is
one of resilience and redemption...
  daddy by plath summary: Summary of Maggie Nelson's The Red Parts Everest Media,,
2022-05-04T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 I grew up knowing that my mother had a younger sister named Jane who had been
murdered, but I didn’t know how or why. I knew Jane had been twenty-three when she died, and in
her first year of law school at the University of Michigan. #2 I had a recurring dream about jumping
off the carport of our house in Sausalito and dying. It was a dream I had very young, and it was
difficult to remember the tone of it now: horror at my action, a sense of detachment, and deep
sadness. #3 I was terrified that my mother might hate the book, which would make it a birthday
disaster. I was also terrified that the book might re-open the case and reveal more information about
the other girls’ murders. #4 I was relieved when my mother called me after finishing the
manuscript. She was in tears, saying she would be eternally grateful both to it and to me. She said it
was a miracle: even though I never knew Jane, I had managed to bring her back to life.
  daddy by plath summary: Handbook of Psychobiography William Todd Schultz, 2005-07-07
Brings together the world's leading psychobiographers, writing on many of the major figures of our
age - from Osama Bin Laden to Elvis Presley. This book addresses the subject of how to construct a
psychobiography. It provides useful definitions of good and bad psychobiography, and discusses an
optimal structure for psychobiographical essays.
  daddy by plath summary: A Complete Guide to Literary Analysis and Theory Michael Ryan,
2022-11-25 A Complete Guide to Literary Analysis and Theory offers an accessible introduction to all
the current approaches to literary analysis. Ranging from stylistics and historicism to
post-humanism and new materialism, it also includes chapters on media studies and screen studies.
The Guide is designed for use in introductory literature courses and as a primer in theory courses.
Each chapter summarizes the main ideas of each approach to the study of literature in clear prose,
providing lucid introductions to the practice of each school, and conducts readings using classic and
modern works of literature from around the world. The book draws on examples from a wide range
of works from classics such as F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby and Shakespeare's King Lear
to contemporary works such as Ocean Vuong's On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous and Amanda
Gorman's The Hill We Climb. This wide-ranging introduction is ideal for students encountering
literary study for the first time, as well as more advanced students who need a concise summary of
critical methods. It strives to make complex ideas simple and provides readings that undergraduates
should be able to understand and enjoy as well as training them to conduct analyses of their own.
  daddy by plath summary: Sylvia Plath Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities Harold
Bloom, 2007 A collection of essays on poet Sylvia Plath's life and work.
  daddy by plath summary: A Study Guide for Sylvia Plath's "Daddy" Cengage Learning Gale,
2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Sylvia Plath's Daddy, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
  daddy by plath summary: The Literary Legacy of Child Sexual Abuse Beverly Haviland,
2023-07-20 This book examines the representation of child sexual abuse in five American novels
written from 1850 to the present. The historical range of the novels shows that child sexual abuse is
not a new problem, although it has been called by other names in other eras. The introduction
explains what literature and literary criticism bring to persistent questions that arise when children
are sexually abused. Psychoanalytic concepts developed by Freud, Ferenczi, Kohut, and Lacan
inform readings of the novels. Theories of trauma, shame, psychosis, and perversion provide insights
into the characters represented in the stories. Each chapter is guided by a difficult question that has
arisen from real-life situations of child sexual abuse. These are previewed in the “Personal Preface”
and “Introduction” and succinctly reviewed in the “Afterword” that weaves the chapters together.
Legal and therapeutic interventions respond with their disciplinary resources to the questions as



they concern victims, perpetrators, and witnesses. Literary criticism offers another analytic
framework that can significantly inform those responses.
  daddy by plath summary: Proceedings of the Conference : Revisiting Literature
Through Culture Mr. P. Abubakkar Sithique, This book includes meticulous research papers that
focus on literature and culture. This research proceeding paints the reality of life in a cultural
overview. This collection has been brought out by the Department of English, st Joseph College of
Arts and Science, Vaikalipatti, Mettur, Tenkasi district, Tamil Nadu, India. Research papers were
contributed by participants from more than 8 states in India and more than 12 districts in
Tamilnadu. UG students, PG students, M. Phil scholars, PhD scholars, NET aspirants, faculty
members and academicians have contributed to this book. This book is an outcome of the Two Days
National Conference on 'Revisiting Literature through Culture', conducted on 21&22 September,
2023. By all means, it will remain a treasure of reference for the forthcoming researchers and
enthusiasts.
  daddy by plath summary: Descant , 1975
  daddy by plath summary: Overheard Voices Ann Keniston, 2006-01-20 Overheard Voices
examines poetic address and in particular apostrophe (the address of absent or inanimate others) in
the work of four post-World War II American poets, with a focus on loss, desire, figuration, audience,
and subjectivity. By approaching these crucial issues from an unexpected angle--through a study of
the seldom-examined lyric you--Overheard Voices offers new insight into both contemporary lyric
and the lyric genre more generally. The book offers detailed readings of Sylvia Plath, James Merrill,
Louise Glück, and Frank Bidart.
  daddy by plath summary: Sylvia Plath Edward Butscher, 2003 A literary biography of the late
American poet, viewing her as something of a bitch-goddess and attempting a linkage between her
life's passing and her poetry's creation.
  daddy by plath summary: Ted Hughes, Sylvia Plath, and Writing Between Them Jennifer
D. Ryan-Bryant, 2022-02-07 Ted Hughes, Sylvia Plath, and Writing Between Them: Turning the
Table examines early draft manuscripts and published poems by Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath in
order to uncover the compositional approaches that they held in common. Both poets not only honed
the minutiae of individual poems but also reworked the shape of overall sequences in order to
cultivate unique theories of an ars poetica. The book incorporates drafts of their work from Indiana
University’s Lilly Library, Emory University’s Manuscripts, Archives, and Rare Books Library, Smith
College’s Mortimer Rare Book Room, and the British Library. After assessing the writing and
revision strategies that the poets’ early drafts reveal, the book investigates the material that they
borrowed from one another and then reimagined through two major sequences: Plath’s Ariel and
Hughes’s Crow. The book enhances its analysis of the poets’ shared techniques by discussing several
pairs of poems from Ariel and Hughes’s Birthday Letters that respond to one another. Its final
chapter also includes an evaluation of some of Hughes’s unpublished journal entries and
unpublished letters that comment on his last collection’s public reception. In the conclusion, the
author chronicles Hughes’s and Plath’s own remarks on their writing process as further evidence of
their ars poetica.
  daddy by plath summary: The Dialectics of Art and Life Sylvia Lehrer, 1985 A pluralistic
approach to Plath's art, drawing information from the chronology of her life and art. The study
portrays the interrelationship between the woman and her work, the dialectic of life and art, from
early poems to final poetic statements.
  daddy by plath summary: Rereading Women Sandra M. Gilbert, 2011-04-25 A collection of
essays that reexamine literature through a feminist gaze from one of our most versatile and gifted
writers (Joyce Carol Oates). We think back through our mothers if we are women, wrote Virginia
Woolf. In this groundbreaking series of essays, Sandra M. Gilbert explores how our literary mothers
have influenced us in our writing and in life. She considers the effects of these literary mothers by
examining her own history and the work of such luminaries as Charlotte Brontë, Emily Dickinson,
and Sylvia Plath. In the course of the book, she charts her own development as a feminist,



demonstrates ways of understanding the dynamics of gender and genre, and traces the redefinitions
of maternity reflected in texts by authors such as Elizabeth Barrett Browning and George Eliot.
Throughout, Gilbert asks major questions about feminism in the twentieth century: Why and how did
its ideas become so necessary to women in the sixties and seventies? What have those feminist
concepts come to mean in the new century? And above all, how have our intellectual mothers shaped
our thoughts today?
  daddy by plath summary: True Relations G. Thomas Couser, Joseph Fichtelberg, 1998-01-21
The essays in this collection explore new directions in autobiography studies. Examining a wide
range of texts, from narratives of suicide survivors, cross-dressers, and people with HIV/AIDS to
self-representations in the visual arts, the collection demonstrates how writers have used the
postmodern experience fragmentation to forge new kinds of identities. Postmodern selves, the
essayists argue, are relational selves, constructed from the acute need to find identity through
collaboration with others. Postmodern autobiography emerges as a search, amid shocks to the stable
self, for wider patterns of significance. Of interest to researchers and scholars in autobiography,
world literature, and psychology.
  daddy by plath summary: A New History of English Metre Martin J. Duffell, 2008 In the
hundred years since the last major history of English metre was published, dramatic changes have
occurred in both the way that poets versify in English and the way that scholars analyze verse. 'Free'
verse is now firmly established alongside regular metre, and linguistics, statistics, and cognitive
theory have contributed to the analysis of both. This new study covers the history of English metre
up to the twenty-first century and compares a variety of modern theories to explain it. The result is a
concise and up-to-date guide to metre for all students and teachers of English poetry. --Book Jacket.
  daddy by plath summary: The Melancholy of Race Anne Anlin Cheng, 2001 Cheng proposes
that racial identification is itself already a melancholic act--a social category that is imaginatively
supported through a dynamic of loss and compensation, by which the racial other is at once rejected
and retained. Using psychoanalytic theories on mourning and melancholia as inroads into her
subject, Cheng offers a closely observed and carefully reasoned account of the minority experience
as expressed in works of art by, and about, Asian-Americans and African-Americans. She argues that
the racial minority and dominant American culture both suffer from racial melancholia and that this
insight is crucial to a productive reimagining of progressive politics.
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