
critical care nursing handbook
critical care nursing handbook serves as an essential resource for nurses navigating the
complexities of intensive care units and critical patient management. This comprehensive guide is
designed to provide vital information on advanced patient care techniques, monitoring protocols,
and emergency interventions necessary for critical care settings. The handbook encompasses a wide
range of topics including clinical assessment, hemodynamic monitoring, pharmacology, and ethical
considerations, all tailored to enhance the skills and knowledge of critical care nurses. By
integrating evidence-based practices and up-to-date clinical guidelines, the critical care nursing
handbook aids nurses in delivering safe, effective, and compassionate care. This article will explore
the key components of the handbook, its practical applications, and the critical role it plays in
professional development within critical care nursing. The following sections will cover essential
aspects such as fundamental principles, patient assessment, intervention strategies, and
documentation standards to provide a thorough overview for practitioners and students alike.

Fundamentals of Critical Care Nursing

Patient Assessment and Monitoring

Common Interventions and Procedures

Pharmacology in Critical Care

Ethical and Legal Considerations

Documentation and Communication

Fundamentals of Critical Care Nursing
The fundamentals of critical care nursing form the foundation upon which all advanced practices are
built. This section of the critical care nursing handbook emphasizes the importance of understanding
pathophysiology, patient safety, and the dynamics of critical illness. Critical care nurses must
demonstrate proficiency in managing life-threatening conditions, maintaining sterile techniques, and
applying clinical reasoning to rapidly changing patient scenarios. The handbook provides detailed
protocols on infection control, respiratory support, and cardiovascular management, all integral to
effective critical care delivery.

Understanding Critical Illness
Critical illness involves a state of life-threatening health conditions requiring comprehensive and
continuous care. The handbook outlines common causes such as sepsis, respiratory failure, and
trauma, highlighting the physiological changes that occur during critical states. Nurses are trained
to recognize early warning signs and intervene promptly to prevent deterioration.



Patient Safety and Risk Management
Patient safety is paramount in critical care environments. The handbook guides nurses through
strategies to minimize medical errors, including proper medication administration, equipment
checks, and adherence to safety checklists. Risk management protocols help in identifying potential
hazards, thus ensuring a safe treatment environment.

Patient Assessment and Monitoring
Accurate and continuous patient assessment is a cornerstone of critical care nursing. The critical
care nursing handbook dedicates extensive coverage to various monitoring techniques and
assessment tools that help in evaluating patient status. This includes vital sign monitoring,
neurological assessments, and organ function evaluation.

Vital Signs and Hemodynamic Monitoring
Monitoring vital signs such as heart rate, blood pressure, respiratory rate, and oxygen saturation is
crucial for detecting changes in a patient's condition. The handbook explains the use of invasive and
non-invasive hemodynamic monitoring devices like arterial lines, central venous catheters, and
pulmonary artery catheters, which provide detailed cardiovascular data essential for managing
critically ill patients.

Neurological Assessment
Neurological evaluation is vital for patients with head injuries, strokes, or altered mental status. The
handbook describes assessment tools including the Glasgow Coma Scale (GCS), pupillary response,
and motor function tests. Accurate neurological assessments guide treatment plans and prognostic
decisions.

Common Interventions and Procedures
The critical care nursing handbook provides step-by-step guidance on common interventions and
procedures performed in intensive care units. These interventions are designed to stabilize patients,
support organ function, and prevent complications. Proficiency in these procedures is essential for
critical care nurses.

Airway Management
Maintaining a patent airway is a priority in critical care. The handbook outlines techniques such as
endotracheal intubation, suctioning, and tracheostomy care. It also covers the use of mechanical
ventilation settings and troubleshooting common ventilator issues to ensure optimal respiratory
support.



Insertion and Care of Vascular Access Devices
Central venous catheters, arterial lines, and peripheral IVs are routinely used for medication
administration and hemodynamic monitoring. The handbook details proper insertion techniques,
maintenance protocols, and infection prevention strategies critical to reducing complications
associated with vascular access.

Wound Care and Pressure Ulcer Prevention
Caring for wounds and preventing pressure ulcers are significant concerns in immobile critically ill
patients. The handbook presents best practices in wound assessment, dressing selection, and
repositioning schedules to promote healing and reduce infection risks.

Pharmacology in Critical Care
Pharmacological knowledge is a vital component of the critical care nursing handbook. Nurses must
understand drug mechanisms, dosing, side effects, and interactions to safely administer medications
to critically ill patients. The handbook covers a broad spectrum of drugs including vasopressors,
sedatives, analgesics, and antibiotics.

Vasopressors and Inotropes
These medications support cardiovascular function by increasing blood pressure and cardiac output
in patients with shock or heart failure. The handbook details indications, administration protocols,
and monitoring parameters to optimize therapeutic outcomes while minimizing adverse effects.

Analgesia and Sedation
Effective pain management and sedation are crucial for patient comfort and safety. The handbook
reviews commonly used agents, titration methods, and assessment tools such as the Richmond
Agitation-Sedation Scale (RASS) to guide appropriate sedation levels.

Ethical and Legal Considerations
Ethical and legal issues often arise in critical care settings due to the complexity and severity of
patient conditions. The critical care nursing handbook addresses these challenges by outlining
principles of patient autonomy, informed consent, and end-of-life care. It emphasizes the importance
of ethical decision-making and adherence to legal standards in practice.

Informed Consent and Patient Rights
Understanding and respecting patient rights is fundamental. The handbook explains the process of
obtaining informed consent for procedures and treatments, ensuring that patients or their



surrogates are fully aware of risks and benefits.

End-of-Life Care and Decision Making
Critical care nurses frequently participate in end-of-life care discussions and decisions. The
handbook provides guidance on palliative care principles, advance directives, and communication
strategies with families to support compassionate and ethical care delivery.

Documentation and Communication
Accurate documentation and effective communication are critical for continuity of care in critical
care environments. The handbook highlights best practices for recording patient data, interventions,
and outcomes, ensuring legal compliance and clear communication among multidisciplinary teams.

Charting and Electronic Health Records
Comprehensive charting includes detailed notes on patient assessments, interventions, and
responses. The handbook emphasizes the use of electronic health records (EHR) to improve
accuracy, accessibility, and coordination of care.

Interdisciplinary Communication
Effective communication among healthcare providers is essential to optimize patient outcomes. The
handbook discusses structured communication tools such as SBAR (Situation, Background,
Assessment, Recommendation) to facilitate clear and concise information exchange.

Adherence to standardized documentation protocols

Timely reporting of critical changes in patient status

Collaboration with physicians, respiratory therapists, and pharmacists

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of a critical care nursing
handbook?
The primary purpose of a critical care nursing handbook is to provide nurses with essential
guidelines, protocols, and practical information to effectively care for critically ill patients in
intensive care units.



Which topics are commonly covered in a critical care nursing
handbook?
Common topics include assessment and monitoring of critically ill patients, ventilator management,
hemodynamic support, medication administration, infection control, emergency procedures, and
patient safety protocols.

How can a critical care nursing handbook improve patient
outcomes?
By offering evidence-based practices and standardized care protocols, a critical care nursing
handbook helps nurses deliver timely and accurate interventions, reducing complications and
improving overall patient outcomes.

Are critical care nursing handbooks updated regularly?
Yes, reputable critical care nursing handbooks are regularly updated to incorporate the latest
research findings, clinical guidelines, and technological advancements to ensure nurses have
current and relevant information.

Can new critical care nurses benefit from using a critical care
nursing handbook?
Absolutely. New critical care nurses can use the handbook as a quick reference tool to build their
knowledge, gain confidence, and ensure they follow best practices in high-pressure clinical
situations.

Is a critical care nursing handbook useful for interdisciplinary
teams?
Yes, while primarily designed for nurses, the handbook can also serve as a valuable resource for
other healthcare professionals involved in critical care, promoting consistent communication and
coordinated patient care.

Additional Resources
1. Critical Care Nursing: Diagnosis and Management
This comprehensive handbook provides detailed information on the diagnosis and management of
critically ill patients. It covers a wide range of conditions encountered in the ICU setting,
emphasizing evidence-based practice. The book is designed to enhance clinical decision-making
skills and improve patient outcomes in critical care nursing.

2. Manual of Critical Care Nursing: Nursing Interventions and Collaborative Management
This manual offers practical guidance on nursing interventions and collaborative care strategies in
critical care environments. It includes step-by-step procedures, patient assessment tools, and
management plans. The book is a valuable resource for both novice and experienced critical care
nurses aiming to deliver high-quality care.



3. Essentials of Critical Care Nursing
Focused on the fundamental principles of critical care nursing, this book covers essential topics such
as pathophysiology, monitoring, and therapeutic interventions. It is designed to provide a solid
foundation for nurses entering the critical care field. The clear explanations and clinical examples
make complex concepts accessible.

4. Critical Care Nursing Made Incredibly Easy!
This user-friendly handbook breaks down complex critical care topics into easy-to-understand
language, making it ideal for students and new nurses. It includes quick-reference charts,
illustrations, and clinical pearls to facilitate learning. The book promotes confidence and
competence in managing critically ill patients.

5. Evidence-Based Practice for Nurses: Appraisal and Application of Research
While not exclusively about critical care, this book equips nurses with the skills to critically appraise
and apply research findings in clinical settings. It highlights the importance of evidence-based
practice in improving patient care and outcomes. Critical care nurses will find it useful for
integrating research into their daily practice.

6. Pathophysiology and Clinical Management of Critical Illness
This text explores the underlying pathophysiological mechanisms of critical illnesses and their
clinical management. It emphasizes understanding disease processes to inform nursing care
decisions. The book is a valuable reference for nurses seeking to deepen their knowledge of critical
care conditions.

7. ICU Protocols: A Step-by-Step Guide to Patient Care
This practical guide presents standardized protocols for managing common scenarios in the
intensive care unit. It covers assessment, interventions, and monitoring techniques with clear,
concise instructions. The book is designed to streamline care delivery and improve consistency
among critical care teams.

8. Advanced Critical Care Nursing Practice
Targeting advanced practice nurses, this book delves into specialized skills and knowledge required
for managing complex critical care patients. It addresses topics such as advanced hemodynamic
monitoring, ventilator management, and end-of-life care. The content supports the development of
expertise and leadership in critical care settings.

9. Pharmacology for the Critical Care Nurse
This focused text provides an in-depth look at the pharmacological principles relevant to critical care
nursing. It covers drug classifications, mechanisms of action, and nursing considerations for
commonly used medications in the ICU. The book aids nurses in safe medication administration and
understanding drug effects on critically ill patients.
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  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Nursing Handbook William Porter,
2008-04-23 .
  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Nursing - E-Book Linda D. Urden, Kathleen M.
Stacy, Mary E. Lough, 2013-04-26 Praised for its comprehensive coverage and clear organization,
Critical Care Nursing: Diagnosis and Management, 7th Edition is the go-to critical care nursing text
for both practicing nurses and nursing students preparing for clinicals. Nine sections highlight the
alterations seen in critical care and make it easy to understand the unique challenges of critical care
nursing. An abundance of learning tools such as Patient Safety Alerts, Evidence-Based Practice
boxes, NIC interventions, case studies, Pharmacologic Management boxes, and more give you a
better understanding of clinical practice and help you reference vital information quickly and easily.
Consistent organization within each body-system unit allows you to use this book as a one-stop
resource for your critical care nursing education, as well as a reference for the relevant assessment
techniques, lab values, and patient management principles needed by practicing nurses.
Evidence-Based Practice boxes reinforce practice guidelines for both collaborative and nursing care.
Case studies in each chapter help you internalize and apply chapter content to clinical situations.
Pharmacologic Management tables offer quick summaries of the drugs most often used in critical
care. Patient Safety Alerts provide key information for special safety issues to keep safety in the
forefront of your mind. Nursing Management Plans of Care appendix provides detailed,
clinically-relevant care plans tied to 35 different NANDA nursing diagnoses. Highlighted QSEN
content makes it easy to identify QSEN competencies as they relate to critical care nursing. Internet
Resources box provides a list of key websites from leading organizations in critical care. Combined
chapter on shock, sepsis and multiple organ dysfunction syndrome makes understanding similar
physiologic processes easier. Chapter summaries provide quick study guides by organizing key
information in the chapter. New! 6-second, standard ECG strips help you learn to identify wave
forms and accurately reflect what you’ll use in practice. New equipment information and photos
accurately depicts what you’ll encounter in a modern critical care unit.
  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Nursing Handbook Joan M. Joyce, JoAnn
Alspach, 1983
  critical care nursing handbook: Oxford Handbook of Critical Care Nursing Fiona Creed,
Jessica Hargreaves, 2016-01-28 Focused on the practical issues of nursing care and nursing
procedures, the Oxford Handbook of Critical Care Nursing has been written by nurses, for nurses
Reflecting current best practice, this handbook is an easily accessible and evidence-based guide for
all levels of nursing staff working in critical care environments. It provides the nurse at the bedside
with the answers to day-to-day problems experienced when caring for critically ill patients, and is
also a guide to some of the less commonly encountered issues. Now including more detail on the
psychological issues facing critically ill patients and further information on the intricacies of
receiving and transferring critically ill patients to and from critical care environments, this
handbook is a concise, practical, evidence-based guide for nursing professionals caring for critically
ill patients
  critical care nursing handbook: AACN Pocket Handbook of Critical Care Nursing
Marianne Chulay, Cathie Guzzetta, Cathie E. Guzzetta, Barbara Dossey, 1997 Endorsed by the
American Association of Critical Care Nurses, this practical pocket guide delivers essential
information on the care of critically ill.
  critical care nursing handbook: Manual of Critical Care Nursing - E-Book Marianne
Saunorus Baird, Susan Bethel, 2010-11-23 Revised format mirrors a practicing nurse’s approach to
patient care, making it easier to find information. Newly formatted care plans incorporate diagnoses,
interventions, and desired outcomes in a consistent, logical organization. Patient safety alerts and
high alerts call attention to issues important to a patient’s safety. Unique! Diagnostic Tests tables
highlight the definition, purpose, and abnormal findings for each test. Unique! Collaborative
Management tables concisely summarize key points while incorporating nationally recognized



guidelines. Colored tabs mark the location of each body system, making topics easier to find. Smaller
trim size increases portability for use in the unit or bedside, while enhancing readability.
  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Nursing Handbook William Porter,
2008-08-14 Critical Care Nursing Handbook offers clinicians quick access to the latest treatment
guidelines for the specific diseases and conditions most commonly found in the ER or ICU so they
can treat the most vulnerable patients effectively and efficiently. This text includes such topics as
pathophysiology, treatment guidelines, rationales to help clinicians quickly identify an illmess and
treat a patient; IV infusion rates for the most common IV push medications; and a list of brand and
generic names for over 1,600 prescription and over-the-counter medications. Diseases covered
include: diabetic ketoacidosis Acute myocardial infarction Sepsis Stroke Meningitis
  critical care nursing handbook: AACN Handbook of Critical Care Nursing Marianne
Chulay, 1997
  critical care nursing handbook: Core Curriculum for Critical Care Nursing - E-Book
JoAnn Grif Alspach, AACN, 2006-02-15 From the experts at the American Association of Critical-Care
Nurses (AACN), comes the definitive resource on administering quality nursing care to critically ill
patients. The 6th edition has been updated to reflect the current state of critical care nursing
practice and includes new content on the AACN Synergy Model, professional care and ethical
practice, and critical care patients with special needs, as well as the most current literature and
clinical studies. The clear and logical format makes this book an ideal study tool for critical care
nursing orientation and continuing education programs. By covering the newest content on the
CCRN exam, it also serves as an important resource for nurses preparing for critical care
certification. Authored by the experts at the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses. Reflects
the most recent blueprint of the CCRN examination. Content spans basic to advanced levels with an
emphasis on nursing practice. Organized by body system and written in a concise outline format for
ease of use. Coverage of the AACN Synergy Model is featured in the new opening chapter.
Professional Care and Ethical Practice is integrated into the Core Curriculum series framework. A
new chapter on Critical Care Patients with Special Needs includes bariatric and geriatric patients in
critical care, as well as high-risk obstetric patients. Features new content on chest tubes, liver
transplantation for acute liver failure, spirituality, and spiritual aspects of care. Integrates pain as
the 5th vital sign and includes JCAHO, HCFA, and AHCPR guidelines relating to pain management.
Features AHRQ evidence-based practice guidelines as reference sources for practice interventions.
New organization for Patient Care presents patient problems, needs, etc. in order of clinical priority.
Expanded Nursing Interventions includes considerations related to patient/family education, patient
transfer, and discharge planning. Web-based resources for CDC, AHA, NINR, National Guideline
Clearinghouse, NIH Consensus Conference Proceedings, ADA.
  critical care nursing handbook: AACN Essentials of Critical Care Nursing Pocket Handbook,
Second Edition Marianne Chulay, Suzanne Burns, American Association of Critical-Care Nurses
AACN, 2010-05-17 Essential Data Critical Care Nurses Must Know Endorsed by the American
Association of Critical-Care Nurses, this go-anywhere handbook features tables and figures that
encapsulate all the information required to give safe and effective care to critically ill patients.
Contents include: Critical Care Drug Tables • Normal Values for Laboratory Tests and Physiologic
Parameters • Lists of Assessment Components • Cardiac Rhythms: ECG Characteristics and
Treatment Guides, Including Sample Rhythm Strips • 12-Lead ECG Changes in Acute Myocardial
Ischemia and Infarct • Troubleshooting Guide for Hemodynamic Monitoring Equipment • Indications
for Mechanical Ventilation • Weaning Assessment Tool • ACLS Algorithms.
  critical care nursing handbook: AACN Essentials of Critical Care Nursing Pocket Handbook,
Second Edition Marianne Chulay, Suzanne M. Burns, AACN, American Association of Critical-Care
Nurses, 2010-05-24 Essential Data Critical Care Nurses Must Know Endorsed by the American
Association of Critical-Care Nurses, this go-anywhere handbook features tables and figures that
encapsulate all the information required to give safe and effective care to critically ill patients.
Contents include: Critical Care Drug Tables • Normal Values for Laboratory Tests and Physiologic



Parameters • Lists of Assessment Components • Cardiac Rhythms: ECG Characteristics and
Treatment Guides, Including Sample Rhythm Strips • 12-Lead ECG Changes in Acute Myocardial
Ischemia and Infarct • Troubleshooting Guide for Hemodynamic Monitoring Equipment • Indications
for Mechanical Ventilation • Weaning Assessment Tool • ACLS Algorithms.
  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Nursing Made Incredibly Easy! Lippincott
Williams & Wilkins, 2008 This is a handy reference book in the award-winning Incredibly Easy!
style--perfect for those entering or needing a refresher in critical care nursing. Critical care nursing
is one of the most demanding and complex areas of nursing practice. The critical care nurse has to
be broadly specialized with a fluency in a wide range of interconnected concepts, body system
physiology, pathophysiology, and highly technical interventions, while processing data from multiple
sources--all this in an environment where there is no room for error and seconds really do count.
  critical care nursing handbook: Oxford Handbook of Critical Care Nursing Sheila K. Adam,
Sue Osborne, 2009 This title provides nurses working in Critical Care (including intensive and high
dependency care) with an easily accessible guide to the knowledge and nursing care skills needed in
critical care. Patient-centred, this is the essential practical resource for all nurses working in critical
care.
  critical care nursing handbook: Advanced Critical Care Nursing - E-Book Vicki S. Good,
Peggy L. Kirkwood, 2017-01-22 Awarded third place in the 2017 AJN Book of the Year Awards in the
Critical Care- Emergency Nursing category. Learn to effectively address life-threatening and
potentially life-threatening patient conditions, with Advanced Critical Care Nursing, 2nd Edition.
Endorsed by the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN), this comprehensive,
nursing-focused text centers on the clinical reasoning process as it helps you comprehend, analyse,
synthesize, and apply advanced critical care knowledge and concepts. The book is organized within
the structure of body systems along with synthesis chapters that address patient conditions
involving multiple body systems. Numerous illustrations and graphs plus unfolding case studies
further aid your understanding and help you apply text content. In all, Advanced Critical Care
Nursing is the must-have resource dedicated to helping you oversee or care for critical care patients
in any practice setting. - Body systems organization emphasizes core systems and advanced
concepts. - Consistent chapter format features numerous illustrations, charts, and graphs in each
chapter to enhance understanding. - Synthesis chapters address patient conditions that involve
multiple body systems — a common occurrence in critical care nursing. - Unfolding case studies with
decision point questions are included at the end of all disorders chapters, providing opportunities to
apply advanced critical care content to actual scenarios. - Medication tables incorporate common
classifications of critical care drugs for specific disorders, including drugs, actions, and special
considerations. - NEW! Updated information throughout reflects the latest evidence-based content
as well as national and international treatment guidelines. - NEW! Streamlined content places a
greater focus on the need-to-know information for today's high acuity, progressive, and critical care
settings. - NEW! Expanded coverage of emerging and infectious diseases and multidrug-resistant
infections keep readers up to date with the most topical diseases, such as the Zika virus. - NEW!
Additional content on alternative settings for critical care now includes the eICU and remote
monitoring. - NEW! Full-color design clarifies important concepts and improve the book's usability.
  critical care nursing handbook: TEXTBOOK OF PEDIATRIC CRITICAL CARE NURSING
Manipal College of Nursing, The book aims to serve as a textbook for nursing students, and as a
guide/reference for the nurses involved in the care of critically ill children. The book has complete
information on the management of pediatric emergencies and managing a child in pediatric critical
care unit. It will also be a good source of information for the nurse educators/teachers in pediatric
nursing.
  critical care nursing handbook: Handbook of Critical Care Nursing Kathy Lynn
Emanuelsen, 1986-01-01
  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Nursing - E-Book Linda D. Urden, Kathleen
M. Stacy, Mary E. Lough, 2021-02-18 Winner of the 2nd-place American Journal of Nursing Book of



the Year award in emergency/critical care nursing for 2021!**Selected for Doody's Core Titles®
2024 with Essential Purchase designation in Critical Care** Prepare for success in today's high
acuity, progressive, and critical care settings! Critical Care Nursing: Diagnosis and Management,
9th Edition helps you understand and apply critical care nursing principles and concepts to clinical
assessment, diagnostic procedures, and therapeutic management. Known for its comprehensive
coverage, this leading textbook uses a logical, body systems organization to address the care of
patients with physiological alterations. New to this edition are illustrated Patient-Centered Critical
Care features aimed at humanizing the ICU as well as Next Generation NCLEX® Exam–style case
studies to help you further develop your clinical judgment skills and prepare for the latest nursing
licensure exam. Also ideal for CCRN® and PCCN® exam preparation, this book is a one-stop
resource on the concepts and skills required for critical care nursing! - Time-tested, high-quality
content addresses all aspects of today's high acuity, progressive, and critical care nursing. -
Consistent organization within each body-system unit provides an efficient framework for learning,
for CCRN® and PCCN® certification preparation, and for reference in clinical practice. -
Comprehensive, evidence-based content is highly referenced and includes internet resources for
further research and study. - Enhanced Quality and Safety Education for Nurses (QSEN) integration
links text content to QSEN competencies, through the addition of QSEN-related questions in case
studies, QSEN-labeled features and boxes, QSEN content icons, and highlighted QSEN information.
  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Nursing Practice Guide: A Road Map for
Students and New Graduates Elizabeth Simon, 2010-09-22 Critical Care Nursing Practice Guide:
A Road Map for Students and New Graduates is an essential, step-by-step, practical guide that helps
new nursing graduates, new critical care and nursing students assigned to intensive care units gain
the confidence they need to provide optimal care to their patients. This comprehensive text teaches
inexperienced nurses how to systematically assess their patients, plan individualized care,
implement therapeutic modalities with competence, collaborate effectively and evaluate the
effectiveness of nursing actions. Covering areas such as how to begin, organize, prioritize, analyze,
reason, and decide in daily routines and emergencies in the critical care setting, this book enables
the novice to become an expert in the ICU. Valuable features such as chapter objectives, summaries,
and key terms are included.
  critical care nursing handbook: ACCCN's Critical Care Nursing - E-Book Leanne Aitken,
Andrea Marshall, Wendy Chaboyer, 2015-10-01 With each edition, ACCCN’s Critical Care Nursing
has built on its highly respected reputation. Its contributors aim to encourage and challenge
practising critical care nurses and students to develop world-class critical care nursing skills in
order to ensure delivery of the highest quality care. Endorsed by the Australian College of Critical
Care Nurses (ACCCN), this 3rd edition presents the expertise of foremost critical care leaders and
features the most recent evidence-based research and up-to-date advances in clinical practice,
technology, procedures and standards. Expanded to reflect the universal core elements of critical
care nursing practice authors, Aitken, Marshall and Chaboyer, have retained the specific information
that captures the unique elements of contemporary critical care nursing in Australia, New Zealand
and other similar practice environments. Structured in three sections, ACCCN’s Critical Care
Nursing, 3e addresses all aspects of critical care nursing, including patient care and organisational
issues, while highlighting some of the unique and complex aspects of specialty critical care nursing
practice, such as paediatric considerations, trauma management and organ donation. Presented in
three sections: - Scope of Critical Care - Principles and Practice of Critical Care - Speciality Practice
Focus on concepts that underpin practice - essential physical, psychological, social and cultural care
New case studies elaborate on relevant care issues Practice tips highlight areas of care particularly
relevant to daily clinical practice Learning activities support knowledge, reflective learning and
understanding Additional case studies with answers available on evolve NEW chapter on
Postanaesthesia recovery Revised coverage of metabolic and nutritional considerations for the
critically ill patient Aligned with the NEW ACCCN Standards for Practice
  critical care nursing handbook: Critical Care Skills Barbara Clark Mims, 1996 Describing



critical care techniques in a clear, no-nonsense style, Critical Care Skills: A Clinical Handbook, 2nd
Edition, covers the major skills related to the pulmonary, cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, and
musculoskeletal systems as well as intravenous therapy, wound management, special procedures,
and specimen collection. Thoroughly illustrated with crisp diagrams and extensively referenced to
the most current sources, this portable pocket reference is the critical care nurse's ideal daily
companion.--BOOK JACKET.
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