declaration of independence text

declaration of independence text represents one of the most significant
documents in American history, symbolizing the birth of the United States as
an independent nation. This historic text outlines the colonies' grievances
against the British Crown and articulates their right to self-governance.
Understanding the declaration of independence text is essential for grasping
the foundations of American democracy, the principles of liberty, and the
rule of law. This article explores the declaration's origins, its key
components, and its lasting impact on both the United States and the world.
Additionally, the full text of the declaration will be examined to highlight
its enduring language and meaning. The following sections provide a detailed
exploration of the declaration of independence text, its historical context,
its structure, and its significance in contemporary society.

e Historical Background of the Declaration of Independence
e Key Components of the Declaration of Independence Text

e Analysis of the Declaration’s Preamble and Principles

e Grievances Listed in the Declaration

e Impact and Legacy of the Declaration of Independence Text

e The Full Text of the Declaration of Independence

Historical Background of the Declaration of
Independence

The declaration of independence text emerged during a period of escalating
tensions between the American colonies and Great Britain. By the mid-18th
century, colonial dissatisfaction with British rule had intensified due to
taxation without representation and other restrictive policies. The growing
desire for autonomy culminated in the Continental Congress convening in 1774
and 1775 to address colonial grievances. The declaration was drafted in 1776,
primarily authored by Thomas Jefferson, and formally adopted on July 4, 1776.
This document marked a decisive break from British authority, asserting the
colonies' right to self-determination and laying the groundwork for the
United States’ founding principles.



Context of Colonial Grievances

Colonists had endured various impositions from the British government,
including the Stamp Act, the Townshend Acts, and the Intolerable Acts. These
measures were perceived as violations of their rights as Englishmen,
particularly the right to consent to taxation. The declaration of
independence text served as a formal response to these injustices, justifying
the colonies’ separation from Britain.

Role of the Continental Congress

The Continental Congress played a critical role in uniting the colonies and
authorizing the creation of the declaration. Delegates from twelve of the
thirteen colonies convened to debate independence, eventually agreeing on the
need for a formal proclamation. Their collective decision provided legitimacy
and a unified voice for the revolutionary cause.

Key Components of the Declaration of
Independence Text

The declaration of independence text is composed of several distinct
sections, each serving a specific purpose in communicating the colonies'
message. These components include the introduction, the preamble, a list of
grievances, the denunciation of British rule, and the formal declaration of
independence. Together, these elements create a powerful argument for
sovereignty and the establishment of a new nation.

Introduction and Statement of Purpose

The introduction sets the tone by explaining why the colonies have chosen to
declare independence. It emphasizes the importance of explaining their
reasons to the world and establishes the document’s authoritative voice.

The Preamble

The preamble is perhaps the most famous part of the declaration of
independence text, articulating the fundamental rights to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. It expresses the Enlightenment ideals that underpin
the American political philosophy.

List of Grievances

This section details specific complaints against King George III and British
governance. It serves to justify the colonies’ decision by enumerating the



ways in which British rule had become tyrannical and oppressive.

Formal Declaration

The concluding portion formally declares the colonies' independence, stating
that they are free and sovereign states with the full power to levy war,
conclude peace, and establish commerce.

Analysis of the Declaration’s Preamble and
Principles

The preamble of the declaration of independence text is renowned for its
philosophical depth and rhetorical power. It outlines the natural rights of
individuals and the role of government in securing these rights. This section
has influenced democratic movements worldwide and remains a cornerstone of
American political thought.

Natural Rights and Equality

The declaration asserts that all men are created equal and endowed with
unalienable rights. This concept challenged existing hierarchical structures
and promoted the idea that government derives its legitimacy from the consent
of the governed.

Purpose of Government

The text explains that governments are instituted to secure these rights, and
when a government becomes destructive, the people have the right to alter or
abolish it. This principle justified the revolutionary break from Britain and
established a precedent for democratic governance.

Grievances Listed in the Declaration

The grievances section is a detailed enumeration of the colonies' complaints,
highlighting abuses of power by the British Crown. These grievances provide
concrete examples of why independence was necessary and illustrate the
tyranny that the colonists sought to escape.

e Imposition of taxes without consent

e Interference with colonial laws and governance



e Maintenance of standing armies in peacetime without consent
e Depriving colonists of trial by jury

e Cutting off trade and economic restrictions

Each grievance is carefully articulated to build a compelling case against
British rule and rally support for the revolutionary cause.

Impact and Legacy of the Declaration of
Independence Text

The declaration of independence text has had a profound and lasting impact on
the United States and the world. It established the ideological foundation
for American democracy and inspired numerous liberation movements globally.
Its principles continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about human
rights and governance.

Influence on American Government

The declaration's emphasis on individual rights and government by consent
influenced the creation of the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. It set a
standard for constitutional democracy and the protection of civil liberties.

Global Inspiration

Beyond America, the declaration of independence text inspired revolutions and
reforms in countries seeking freedom from colonial or authoritarian rule. Its
articulation of universal rights has made it a symbol of liberty worldwide.

The Full Text of the Declaration of
Independence

Presented below is the full text of the declaration of independence, as
adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. This document remains a
vital artifact of American history and a testament to the enduring quest for
freedom and justice.

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,



When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Declaration of Independence text?

The Declaration of Independence is a historic document adopted on July 4,
1776, in which the thirteen American colonies declared their independence
from British rule, outlining their reasons for seeking freedom.

Who wrote the original text of the Declaration of
Independence?

Thomas Jefferson is credited as the principal author of the original text of
the Declaration of Independence, although it was reviewed and edited by other
members of the Continental Congress.

What are the main sections of the Declaration of
Independence text?

The Declaration of Independence text is divided into four main sections: the
introduction, a preamble explaining the philosophical justification for
independence, a list of grievances against King George III, and the formal
declaration of independence.

Where can I find an authentic version of the
Declaration of Independence text online?

Authentic versions of the Declaration of Independence text can be found on
official government websites such as the National Archives (archives.gov) and
educational resources like the Library of Congress website.

How does the Declaration of Independence text define
the rights of individuals?

The Declaration of Independence text asserts that all men are created equal
and are endowed with unalienable rights including life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness, which governments are created to protect.



Has the Declaration of Independence text been
amended or changed since 17767

No, the original text of the Declaration of Independence has not been amended
or changed; it remains a symbolic and foundational document representing
American independence and principles.

Why is the Declaration of Independence text
considered important in American history?

The Declaration of Independence text is important because it formally
announced the colonies' break from British rule, articulated the
philosophical foundation of American democracy, and inspired future movements
for freedom and human rights worldwide.

Additional Resources

1. Founding Words: The Declaration of Independence Unveiled

This book offers a detailed analysis of the text of the Declaration of
Independence, exploring its historical context and the powerful language used
by the Founding Fathers. It examines the philosophical underpinnings of the
document and its lasting impact on American political thought. Readers gain
insight into how the Declaration shaped the nation's identity and ideals.

2. The Text and Context of the Declaration of Independence

Focusing on the original text, this book provides a line-by-line commentary
that helps readers understand the meaning behind each phrase. It situates the
Declaration within the political and social circumstances of the 18th
century. The author also discusses the influence of Enlightenment ideas on
the document’s creation.

3. Voices of Liberty: The Writers Behind the Declaration

This work delves into the lives and contributions of the key authors of the
Declaration of Independence, including Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and
Benjamin Franklin. It highlights their motivations and the collaborative
process of drafting the text. The book enriches readers’ appreciation of the
Declaration by revealing the personal convictions behind its words.

4. Declaration of Independence: A Textual History

Tracing the evolution of the Declaration’s wording, this book examines
various drafts and revisions leading up to the final version adopted in 1776.
It sheds light on the political debates and compromises that shaped the
document. The reader gains a deeper understanding of how the text was crafted
to unify the colonies.

5. Liberty’s Language: Rhetoric in the Declaration of Independence
This book explores the rhetorical strategies employed in the Declaration of
Independence to persuade and inspire. It analyzes the use of ethos, pathos,



and logos in the document’s text, illustrating how these techniques helped
rally support for American independence. The book is ideal for readers
interested in the art of political persuasion.

6. The Declaration of Independence and Its Enduring Legacy

Examining the text’s influence beyond 1776, this book discusses how the
Declaration has been invoked in movements for civil rights and freedom
worldwide. It traces the document’s symbolic power and textual adaptations in
various historical contexts. Readers learn about the ongoing relevance of the
Declaration’s principles.

7. Breaking Chains: The Declaration of Independence and Human Rights

This title focuses on the Declaration’s role in articulating basic human
rights and the concept of equality. The book connects the text to subsequent
human rights documents and philosophies. It highlights how the language of
the Declaration has inspired struggles against oppression globally.

8. From Colonies to Nation: The Declaration of Independence Text in History
Providing a comprehensive overview, this book situates the Declaration within
the broader narrative of American history. It discusses the political,
social, and economic factors that influenced the document’s creation. The
text is analyzed as both a revolutionary manifesto and a foundational legal
document.

9. Decoding the Declaration: Understanding Its Text and Impact

This accessible guide breaks down the Declaration of Independence into its
core components for readers of all backgrounds. It explains the meaning of
key phrases and sections while connecting them to historical events. The book
aims to make the Declaration’s text approachable and meaningful in today’s
world.

Declaration Of Independence Text
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declaration of independence text: 1776 in the United States Lura Lopez, 2012-05-10 What's
so special about United States Declaration Of Independence?In this new, compelling book from
author Lura Lopez, find out more about United States Declaration Of Independence ...The
Declaration of Independence was a statement adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776,
which announced that the thirteen American colonies, then at war with Great Britain, regarded
themselves as independent states, and no longer a part of the British Empire. John Adams put forth a
resolution earlier in the year which made a formal declaration inevitable. A committee was
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assembled to draft the formal declaration, to be ready when congress voted on independence.
Adams persuaded the committee to select Thomas Jefferson to compose the original draft of the
document, which congress would edit to produce the final version. The Declaration was ultimately a
formal explanation of why Congress had voted on July 2 to declare independence from Great Britain,
more than a year after the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War. The Independence Day of
the United States of America is celebrated on July 4, the day Congress approved the wording of the
Declaration.After ratifying the text on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in
several forms. It was initially published as a printed broadside that was widely distributed and read
to the public. The most famous version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is usually regarded as
the Declaration of Independence, is displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. Although
the wording of the Declaration was approved on July 4, the date of its signing has been disputed.
Most historians have concluded that it was signed nearly a month after its adoption, on August 2,
1776, and not on July 4 as is commonly believed. The original July 4 United States Declaration of
Independence manuscript was lost while all other copies have been derived from this original
document.The sources and interpretation of the Declaration have been the subject of much scholarly
inquiry. The Declaration justified the independence of the United States by listing colonial
grievances against King George III, and by asserting certain natural and legal rights, including a
right of revolution. Having served its original purpose in announcing independence, the text of the
Declaration was initially ignored after the American Revolution. Since then, it has come to be
considered a major statement on human rights, particularly its second sentence:We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.This has
been called one of the best-known sentences in the English language, containing the most potent
and consequential words in American history.So, what seperates this book from the rest?A
comprehensive narrative of United States Declaration Of Independence, this book gives a full
understanding of the subject.A brief guide of subject areas covered in 1776 In The United States -
United States Declaration Of Independence include -- United States Declaration of Independence-
Signing the United States Declaration of Independence- Physical history of the United States
Declaration of Independence- Slavery in the colonial United StatesFind out more of this subject, it's
intricacies and it's nuances. Discover more about it's importance. Develop a level of understanding
required to comprehend this fascinating concept.Author Lura Lopez has worked hard researching
and compiling this fundamental work, and is proud to bring you 1776 In The United States - United
States Declaration Of Independence ...Read this book today ...

declaration of independence text: The Political Text Book Edward Currier, 1841

declaration of independence text: United States Declaration of Independence The United
States of America Congress Assembled, 2014-10-01 The Declaration of Independence is the usual
name of a statement adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, which announced that the
thirteen American colonies, then at war with Great Britain, regarded themselves as thirteen newly
independent sovereign states, and no longer a part of the British Empire. Instead they formed a new
nation-the United States of America. John Adams was a leader in pushing for independence, which
was unanimously approved on July 2. A committee of five had already drafted the formal declaration,
to be ready when Congress voted on independence. The term Declaration of Independence is not
used in the document itself. Adams persuaded the committee to select Thomas Jefferson to compose
the original draft of the document, which Congress would edit to produce the final version. The
Declaration was ultimately a formal explanation of why Congress had voted on July 2 to declare
independence from Great Britain, more than a year after the outbreak of the American Revolutionary
War. The national birthday, Independence Day, is celebrated on July 4, although Adams wanted July
2. After ratifying the text on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in several
forms. It was initially published as the printed Dunlap broadside that was widely distributed and
read to the public. The source copy used for this printing has been lost, and may have been a copy in
Thomas Jefferson's hand. Jefferson's original draft, complete with changes made by John Adams and



Benjamin Franklin, and Jefferson's notes of changes made by Congress, are preserved at the Library
of Congress. The most famous version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is popularly regarded as
the official document, is displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. This engrossed copy
was ordered by Congress on July 19, and signed primarily on August 2. The sources and
interpretation of the Declaration have been the subject of much scholarly inquiry. The Declaration
justified the independence of the United States by listing colonial grievances against King George
ITI, and by asserting certain natural and legal rights, including a right of revolution. Having served
its original purpose in announcing independence, references to the text of the Declaration were few
for the next four score years. Abraham Lincoln made it the centerpiece of his rhetoric (as in the
Gettysburg Address of 1863), and his policies. Since then, it has become a well-known statement on
human rights, particularly its second sentence: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. This has been called one of the
best-known sentences in the English language, containing the most potent and consequential words
in American history. The passage came to represent a moral standard to which the United States
should strive. This view was notably promoted by Abraham Lincoln, who considered the Declaration
to be the foundation of his political philosophy, and argued that the Declaration is a statement of
principles through which the United States Constitution should be interpreted. It provided
inspiration to numerous national declarations of independence throughout the world. Historian
David Armitage, after examining the influence of the American Declaration on over 100 other
declarations of independence, says: The American Revolution was the first outbreak of the contagion
of sovereignty that has swept the world in the centuries since 1776. Its influence spread first to the
Low Countries and then to the Caribbean, Spanish America, the Balkans, West Africa, and Central
Europe in the decades up to 1848.... Declarations of independence were among the primary
symptoms of this contagion of sovereignty.

declaration of independence text: Declaration of Independence; The Evolution of the Text as
Shown in Facsimiles of Various Drafts by Its Author Boyd, 1943

declaration of independence text: 1776 Works Franchesca Kennedy, 2012-05-10 What's so
special about United States Declaration Of Independence?In this new, compelling book from author
Franchesca Kennedy, find out more about United States Declaration Of Independence ...The
Declaration of Independence was a statement adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776,
which announced that the thirteen American colonies, then at war with Great Britain, regarded
themselves as independent states, and no longer a part of the British Empire. John Adams put forth a
resolution earlier in the year which made a formal declaration inevitable. A committee was
assembled to draft the formal declaration, to be ready when congress voted on independence.
Adams persuaded the committee to select Thomas Jefferson to compose the original draft of the
document, which congress would edit to produce the final version. The Declaration was ultimately a
formal explanation of why Congress had voted on July 2 to declare independence from Great Britain,
more than a year after the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War. The Independence Day of
the United States of America is celebrated on July 4, the day Congress approved the wording of the
Declaration.After ratifying the text on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in
several forms. It was initially published as a printed broadside that was widely distributed and read
to the public. The most famous version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is usually regarded as
the Declaration of Independence, is displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. Although
the wording of the Declaration was approved on July 4, the date of its signing has been disputed.
Most historians have concluded that it was signed nearly a month after its adoption, on August 2,
1776, and not on July 4 as is commonly believed. The original July 4 United States Declaration of
Independence manuscript was lost while all other copies have been derived from this original
document.The sources and interpretation of the Declaration have been the subject of much scholarly
inquiry. The Declaration justified the independence of the United States by listing colonial
grievances against King George III, and by asserting certain natural and legal rights, including a



right of revolution. Having served its original purpose in announcing independence, the text of the
Declaration was initially ignored after the American Revolution. Since then, it has come to be
considered a major statement on human rights, particularly its second sentence:We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.This has
been called one of the best-known sentences in the English language, containing the most potent
and consequential words in American history.So, what seperates this book from the rest?A
comprehensive narrative of United States Declaration Of Independence, this book gives a full
understanding of the subject.A brief guide of subject areas covered in 1776 Works - United States
Declaration Of Independence include -- United States Declaration of Independence- Signing the
United States Declaration of Independence- Physical history of the United States Declaration of
Independence- Slavery in the colonial United StatesFind out more of this subject, it's intricacies and
it's nuances. Discover more about it's importance. Develop a level of understanding required to
comprehend this fascinating concept.Author Franchesca Kennedy has worked hard researching and
compiling this fundamental work, and is proud to bring you 1776 Works - United States Declaration
Of Independence ...Read this book today ...

declaration of independence text: The Political Text Book Edward Currier, 2023-07-18 This
political text book provides comprehensive coverage of the founding documents of the United States,
including the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. It also includes the inaugural
addresses and first annual messages of all presidents from Washington to Tyler. This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

declaration of independence text: 1776 in Law Kerry Logan, 2012-05-10 What's so special
about United States Declaration Of Independence?In this new, compelling book from author Kerry
Logan, find out more about United States Declaration Of Independence ...The Declaration of
Independence was a statement adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, which
announced that the thirteen American colonies, then at war with Great Britain, regarded themselves
as independent states, and no longer a part of the British Empire. John Adams put forth a resolution
earlier in the year which made a formal declaration inevitable. A committee was assembled to draft
the formal declaration, to be ready when congress voted on independence. Adams persuaded the
committee to select Thomas Jefferson to compose the original draft of the document, which congress
would edit to produce the final version. The Declaration was ultimately a formal explanation of why
Congress had voted on July 2 to declare independence from Great Britain, more than a year after the
outbreak of the American Revolutionary War. The Independence Day of the United States of America
is celebrated on July 4, the day Congress approved the wording of the Declaration.After ratifying the
text on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in several forms. It was initially
published as a printed broadside that was widely distributed and read to the public. The most
famous version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is usually regarded as the Declaration of
Independence, is displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. Although the wording of the
Declaration was approved on July 4, the date of its signing has been disputed. Most historians have
concluded that it was signed nearly a month after its adoption, on August 2, 1776, and not on July 4
as is commonly believed. The original July 4 United States Declaration of Independence manuscript
was lost while all other copies have been derived from this original document.The sources and
interpretation of the Declaration have been the subject of much scholarly inquiry. The Declaration
justified the independence of the United States by listing colonial grievances against King George
I1I, and by asserting certain natural and legal rights, including a right of revolution. Having served



its original purpose in announcing independence, the text of the Declaration was initially ignored
after the American Revolution. Since then, it has come to be considered a major statement on human
rights, particularly its second sentence:We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.This has been called one of the best-known
sentences in the English language, containing the most potent and consequential words in American
history.So, what seperates this book from the rest?A comprehensive narrative of United States
Declaration Of Independence, this book gives a full understanding of the subject.A brief guide of
subject areas covered in 1776 In Law - United States Declaration Of Independence include -- United
States Declaration of Independence- Signing the United States Declaration of Independence-
Physical history of the United States Declaration of Independence- Slavery in the colonial United
StatesFind out more of this subject, it's intricacies and it's nuances. Discover more about it's
importance. Develop a level of understanding required to comprehend this fascinating
concept.Author Kerry Logan has worked hard researching and compiling this fundamental work, and
is proud to bring you 1776 In Law - United States Declaration Of Independence ...Read this book
today ...

declaration of independence text: The Political Text Book Edward Currier, 2015-11-18 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

declaration of independence text: The Declaration of Independence. The Evolution of the
Text as Shown in Facsimiles of Various Drafts by Its Author Thomas Jefferson, United States, 1943

declaration of independence text: The Declaration of Independence Julian Parks Boyd,
1943

declaration of independence text: The Declaration of Independence Jill Mulhall, 2004-12-14
The Declaration of Independence changed America forever. Readers will learn about the events that
led up to the Declaration including unfair taxation from King George III and the Boston Tea Party.
the vivid images, engaging sidebars, and supportive text explain what roles John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson played in the creation of the document and what they meant by
including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. to help readers better understand the vocabulary
and content, an accommodating table of contents and glossary are provided.

declaration of independence text: Writing the Declaration of Independence Wil Mara,
2017-08-01 Explores the writing of the Declaration of Independence. Authoritative text, colorful
illustrations, illuminating sidebars, and a Voices from the Past feature make this book an exciting
and informative read.

declaration of independence text: The Declaration of Independence , 1943

declaration of independence text: The Declaration of Independence. The Evolution of
the Text as Shown in Facsimiles of Various Drafts by Its Author, Thomas Jefferson. By
Julian P. Boyd. [With Plates.]. United States, Julian Parks Boyd, 1945

declaration of independence text: Separated at Birth Thomas Starr, 2002-01-01 This essay
analyzes the evolution of the iconic text of the Declaration of Independence. The printed document
issued by the Continental Congress that was circulated to the colonies for reading was soon recast




as a manuscript, divorcing the text from its context in print culture. Calligraphic form has portrayed
the content of the Declaration so convincingly that it has taken on a life of its own, but in visual
rather than verbal terms, and the implications of this form of representation are explored here.

declaration of independence text: Declaring Our Independence Kelly Rodgers, 2013-09-30
Readers will learn the history behind the Declaration of Independence and what makes it such an
important document in American history. This engaging title features colorful images, informative
text, and interesting facts. Featuring a table of contents, glossary, and index, this book has all the
tools readers will need to learn about American independence!

declaration of independence text: The Declaration of Independence Peter ] Fagen,
2019-05-20 This is a faithful textual copy of the Declaration of Independence, from the transcription
of the stone engraving of the parchment Declaration of Independence on display in the Rotunda at
the National Archives Museum. The spelling and punctuation reflect the original. It is published in
an easy-to-read format. Includes a short history of the document and its signers.

declaration of independence text: Declaration of Independence Illustrated Thomas Jefferson,
2019-02-15 The United States Declaration of Independence is the statement adopted by the Second
Continental Congress meeting at the Pennsylvania State House (now known as Independence Hall)
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on July 4, 1776. The Declaration announced that the Thirteen Colonies
at war with the Kingdom of Great Britain would regard themselves as thirteen independent
sovereign states, no longer under British rule. With the Declaration, these new states took a
collective first step toward forming the United States of America. The declaration was signed by
representatives from New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Georgia.The Lee Resolution for independence was passed on July 2 with no opposing votes. The
Committee of Five had drafted the Declaration to be ready when Congress voted on independence.
John Adams, a leader in pushing for independence, had persuaded the committee to select Thomas
Jefferson to compose the original draft of the document, [2] which Congress edited to produce the
final version. The Declaration was a formal explanation of why Congress had voted to declare
independence from Great Britain, more than a year after the outbreak of the American Revolutionary
War. Adams wrote to his wife Abigail, The Second Day of July 1776, will be the most memorable
Epocha, in the History of America[3] - although Independence Day is actually celebrated on July 4,
the date that the wording of the Declaration of Independence was approved.After ratifying the text
on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in several forms. It was initially
published as the printed Dunlap broadside that was widely distributed and read to the public. The
source copy used for this printing has been lost and may have been a copy in Thomas Jefferson's
hand.[4] Jefferson's original draft is preserved at the Library of Congress, complete with changes
made by John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, as well as Jefferson's notes of changes made by
Congress. The best-known version of the Declaration is a signed copy that is displayed at the
National Archives in Washington, D.C., and which is popularly regarded as the official document.
This engrossed copy (finalized, calligraphic copy) was ordered by Congress on July 19 and signed
primarily on August 2.[5][6]The sources and interpretation of the Declaration have been the subject
of much scholarly inquiry. The Declaration justified the independence of the United States by listing
27 colonial grievances against King George III and by asserting certain natural and legal rights,
including a right of revolution. Its original purpose was to announce independence, and references
to the text of the Declaration were few in the following years. Abraham Lincoln made it the
centerpiece of his policies and his rhetoric, as in the Gettysburg Address of 1863. Since then, it has
become a well-known statement on human rights, particularly its second sentence: We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.This has
been called one of the best-known sentences in the English language,[7] containing the most potent
and consequential words in American history.[8] The passage came to represent a moral standard to
which the United States should strive. This view was notably promoted by Lincoln, who considered



the Declaration to be the foundation of his political philosophy and argued that it is a statement of
principles through which the United States Constitution should be interpreted.
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