darwin awards facts

darwin awards facts reveal intriguing insights into human behavior, risk-taking, and the
often unexpected consequences of ill-advised decisions. The Darwin Awards, named after
Charles Darwin, humorously honor individuals who inadvertently contribute to the gene
pool by removing themselves in spectacularly foolish ways. This article explores the
origins, criteria, and notable examples of Darwin Awards, providing a comprehensive
understanding of these unusual recognitions. By examining darwin awards facts, readers
can gain perspective on common patterns in human error and the cultural impact of these
stories. Additionally, the article delves into the ethics and controversies surrounding the
awards. The following content is structured to guide readers through the most important
aspects of Darwin Awards, enhancing both knowledge and awareness of this unique
phenomenon.

e Origin and History of the Darwin Awards
e Criteria and Selection Process

e Notable Darwin Awards Cases

e Cultural Impact and Media Presence

e Ethical Considerations and Controversies

Origin and History of the Darwin Awards

The Darwin Awards were conceived in the mid-1990s as a way to highlight the ironic and
often tragic consequences of reckless behavior. These awards are named after Charles
Darwin, the father of evolutionary theory, as a tongue-in-cheek recognition of individuals
who supposedly improve the human gene pool by removing themselves from it through
fatal mistakes. The concept quickly gained popularity through internet forums and
newsletters before becoming a widely recognized cultural phenomenon. Originating as an
informal competition to share bizarre and fatal stories, the Darwin Awards have since
been compiled into books and referenced in various media.

Early Development

The initial idea for the Darwin Awards was popularized by Wendy Northcutt, who began
collecting stories of fatal blunders that were both tragic and absurd. Her work helped
formalize the awards, setting guidelines for what constitutes a legitimate Darwin Award
candidate. The awards emphasize humor and irony, celebrating the unintended
consequences of poor judgment rather than mocking the individuals involved. Over time,
the Darwin Awards became a symbol for cautionary tales about human error and risk-
taking.



Evolution Over Time

Since their inception, the Darwin Awards have evolved from informal anecdotes to a
curated collection of documented incidents. The rise of digital media and social networks
has expanded the reach of Darwin Awards facts, allowing for a larger audience and
increased submissions. This proliferation has also encouraged more rigorous verification
processes to maintain credibility and authenticity.

Criteria and Selection Process

Understanding the criteria for Darwin Awards is essential for grasping how these
recognitions are awarded. The selection process is deliberate, focusing on specific factors
that qualify an incident as a legitimate Darwin Award case. The criteria emphasize fatal or
near-fatal consequences resulting from exceptionally poor decisions or foolish behavior.
This section outlines the primary requirements and the methodology used to evaluate
candidates.

Essential Criteria

To qualify for a Darwin Award, an incident must meet several key conditions. These
include:

e Self-Selection: The individual must cause their own demise or sterilization through
their actions.

e Verifiability: The event must be supported by credible evidence or reliable
reporting.

e Unintentionality: The act must be accidental, without intent to cause harm or
death.

¢ Foolishness: The behavior must display a significant lack of common sense or
judgment.

¢ Exclusion of Victims: No innocent bystanders should be harmed in the incident.

Verification and Documentation

Submissions for Darwin Awards undergo a verification process to confirm the authenticity
of the story. This includes cross-referencing news reports, eyewitness accounts, and
official records where available. The goal is to ensure that only genuine cases, free from
exaggeration or fabrication, receive recognition. This vetting process maintains the
awards’ credibility and supports their educational and cautionary value.



Notable Darwin Awards Cases

Darwin Awards facts include a wide range of bizarre and often tragic incidents that
illustrate human folly. Some cases have become iconic examples, showcasing the extremes
of poor decision-making. Highlighting several notable examples helps demonstrate the
diversity and severity of the behaviors that lead to these awards.

Famous Cases

Examples of well-documented Darwin Awards include:

e The Rocket Car: An individual strapped a rocket to a vehicle in an attempt to
achieve extreme speeds, resulting in a fatal crash due to loss of control.

e Self-Inflicted Explosion: A person attempting to fix a gas leak with an open flame
caused an explosion, leading to their demise.

e Flevator Incident: A man tried to jump between elevator cars and fell to his death,
illustrating a dangerous overestimation of physical ability.

e DIY Electrical Work: An individual attempted unauthorized electrical repairs
without proper safety precautions, resulting in fatal electrocution.

Patterns in Behavior

Analysis of Darwin Awards facts reveals common themes such as disregard for safety
warnings, overconfidence, and ignorance of basic physical laws. Many incidents involve
alcohol or drug impairment, contributing to poor judgment. Recognizing these patterns
aids in understanding how such fatal mistakes occur and underscores the importance of
caution and awareness in daily life.

Cultural Impact and Media Presence

The Darwin Awards have had a significant cultural impact, influencing public perception
of risk and human error. Their presence in media, literature, and online communities
reflects society’s fascination with extraordinary yet avoidable incidents. This section
explores how Darwin Awards facts have permeated popular culture and the ways they
serve as both entertainment and educational tools.

Media and Publications

The Darwin Awards have been featured in books, television shows, and documentaries,
often highlighting the most astonishing cases. These portrayals blend humor with
cautionary messaging, attracting broad audiences. The awards have also inspired



numerous websites dedicated to sharing verified stories, contributing to an ongoing
dialogue about safety and responsibility.

Societal Reflection

By spotlighting extreme examples of human error, Darwin Awards facts encourage
reflection on decision-making and risk management. They serve as modern fables, warning
against reckless behavior while reinforcing societal norms about safety. The popularity of
these stories indicates a collective interest in understanding the limits of human judgment
and the consequences of ignoring them.

Ethical Considerations and Controversies

Despite their widespread appeal, Darwin Awards facts also raise ethical questions
regarding respect for the deceased and the potential for sensationalism. This section
addresses the controversies surrounding the awards and the debates over their
appropriateness as a form of public commentary.

Respect for Victims and Families

7

Critics argue that the humorous framing of fatal incidents can be insensitive to victims
families and friends. The balance between dark humor and respect is delicate, and the
awards strive to avoid direct ridicule of individuals while focusing on the cautionary
aspects of their stories. Ethical considerations emphasize sensitivity and discretion in
sharing these accounts.

Accuracy and Verification Challenges

Ensuring the accuracy of Darwin Awards facts is challenging due to the nature of the
stories, which can be prone to exaggeration or mythologizing. The awards’ reliance on
verified cases attempts to mitigate misinformation, but some skepticism remains.
Maintaining rigorous standards is essential to uphold the integrity and educational value
of the Darwin Awards.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Darwin Awards?

The Darwin Awards are a humorous honor recognizing individuals who have supposedly
contributed to human evolution by removing themselves from the gene pool through their
own foolish actions.



When were the Darwin Awards first introduced?

The Darwin Awards were first introduced in 1985 by Wendy Northcutt, who later
published several books compiling stories of such incidents.

Are Darwin Awards real scientific awards?

No, Darwin Awards are not official scientific awards; they are a satirical concept
highlighting extreme cases of human error leading to accidental death or sterilization.

What criteria must an incident meet to be considered
for a Darwin Award?

To be considered, the incident generally must involve an individual eliminating themselves
from the gene pool through an absurdly foolish action, be verified, and the act must be
unintentional and result in death or inability to reproduce.

Can Darwin Awards be given posthumously?

Yes, since the Darwin Awards often involve fatal accidents, they are typically awarded
posthumously to individuals who died due to their own reckless behavior.

Are Darwin Awards limited to any particular country or
culture?

No, Darwin Awards stories come from all over the world, as human folly is a universal
phenomenon, though most documented cases are from English-speaking countries due to
the awards' origin.

Do Darwin Awards encourage dangerous behavior?

No, Darwin Awards are meant to be humorous and cautionary tales discouraging reckless
behavior by highlighting the consequences of extreme foolishness.

Where can one find official Darwin Awards stories?

Official Darwin Awards stories can be found on the Darwin Awards website
(darwinawards.com) and in books authored by Wendy Northcutt compiling verified
incidents.

Additional Resources

1. The Darwin Awards: Evolution in Action

This book chronicles some of the most outrageous and bizarre cases where individuals
have inadvertently removed themselves from the gene pool through their own foolish
actions. It combines humor with cautionary tales, highlighting the importance of common
sense and survival instincts. Readers will find a mix of true stories that range from the



absurd to the downright unbelievable.

2. Darwin Awards 10: The Countdown

As the tenth installment in the popular series, this book features a new collection of
stories showcasing the ultimate examples of human error. Each tale is carefully
researched and presented with wit and insight, emphasizing how sometimes evolution
seems to take a step forward thanks to sheer stupidity. It's a compelling read for those
fascinated by human behavior and the limits of logic.

3. Darwin Awards: The Science of Stupidity

This title delves into the psychological and scientific explanations behind why some people
make catastrophic decisions. By examining Darwin Awards cases through the lens of
behavioral science, the book offers readers a deeper understanding of cognitive biases,
risk assessment failures, and the consequences of impulsive actions. It's both educational
and entertaining.

4. Darwin Awards: True Stories of Human Folly

A collection of true stories highlighting the most infamous and shocking Darwin Awards
recipients. The book presents each story with background context and explores the finer
points of human error that led to their demise. It serves as a humorous yet sobering
reminder of the importance of thinking before acting.

5. The Darwin Awards Anthology: Legends of Evolution

This anthology brings together the best and most memorable Darwin Awards stories from
various authors and contributors. Spanning decades, it captures the essence of human
folly across different cultures and time periods. Readers can enjoy a diverse range of
narratives that celebrate the quirky side of natural selection.

6. Darwin Awards and the Art of Survival

Focusing on the lessons learned from Darwin Award incidents, this book blends
storytelling with practical advice on safety and decision-making. It encourages readers to
recognize risky behaviors and avoid the pitfalls that have claimed the lives of others. The
narrative balances humor with valuable survival insights.

7. Darwin Awards: Evolution’s Hilarious Side

This book highlights the comedic aspects of Darwin Award tales, making it a light-hearted
read for those who appreciate dark humor. Each story is recounted with a witty tone,
emphasizing the absurdity of the situations without downplaying their seriousness. It's
perfect for readers who enjoy humor rooted in real-life events.

8. Darwin Awards: Cautionary Tales of Common Sense Gone Wrong

A compilation of stories that emphasize the consequences of neglecting basic common
sense. This book aims to educate readers by showcasing how simple awareness and
prudence could have prevented many of these fatal mistakes. It's an insightful resource
that combines entertainment with practical lessons.

9. The Darwin Awards Survival Guide

Designed as a companion to the stories of Darwin Award recipients, this guide offers tips
and strategies for avoiding dangerous decisions. It breaks down common themes found in
the incidents and provides actionable advice to help readers stay safe in everyday
situations. The book serves as both a humorous and informative manual for personal



safety.
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darwin awards facts: The Darwin Awards Wendy Northcutt, 2002-04-30 The hilarious New
York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The Darwin Awards shares the
stories of those human beings who improve the gene pool by removing themselves from it in a
sublimely idiotic fashion. Marvel at the thief who tries to steal live electrical wires. Gape at the
lawnchair jockey who floats to a height of 16,000 feet suspended by helium balloons. And learn from
the man who peers into a gasoline can using a cigarette lighter. All contend for Darwin Awards when
their choices culminate in magnificent misadventures. These tales of trial and awe-inspiring
error-verified by the author and endorsed by website readers-illustrate the ongoing saga of survival
of the fittest in all its selective glory. The Darwin Awards vividly portrays the finest examples of
evolution in action, and shows us just how uncommon common sense can be.

darwin awards facts: The Darwin Awards Il Wendy Northcutt, 2001-12-01 The hilarious New
York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The Darwin Awards II: Unnatural
Selection brings together a fresh collection of the hapless, the heedless, and the just plain foolhardy
among us. Salute the owner of an equipment training school who demonstrates the dangers of
driving a forklift by failing to survive the filming of his own safety video. Gawk at the couple who go
to sleep on a sloping roof. Witness the shepherd who leaves his rifle unsecured—only to be
accidentally shot by one of his own flock. With over one hundred Darwin Award Winners, Honorable
Mentions, and debunked Urban Legends, plus science and safety tips for avoiding the scythe of
natural selection, The Darwin Awards II proves once again how uncommon common sense can be.

darwin awards facts: Attack of the Killer Facts! Eric Gryzymkowski, 2011-04-18 Factoid
Attack: Inherent sadistic streak in dentists confirmed! The electric chair was invented by a dentist,
Dr. Alfred Southwick. Not surprising, dentists have been perfecting torture devices for centuries.
Factoid Attack: Galaxy at risk! Intelligent life in short supply! In 1961, Astronomer Frank Drake
estimated the number of probable intelligent civilizations inhabiting our galaxy. Using conservative
numbers, that estimate came to 10,000. Unfortunately, we are not included in that total. Factoid
Attack: Colorblind bulls hate all matadors equally! The color of a matador's cape, or muleta, is
traditionally red, which is widely believed to irritate the bull. In reality, bulls are colorblind, so it is
irrelevant what color cape a matador uses to antagonize them. Shot in the dark, but maybe it's the
being stabbed with swords bit that pisses them off. Forget Fringe, Warehouse 13, and The X-Files. In
this book, you'll find more weird and wacko truths than in all those combined. From golden poison
dart frogs with enough venom to kill ten grown humans to cockroaches that can survive radiation 15
times stronger than what kills people, scary and strange just got scarier—and stranger!

darwin awards facts: The Darwin Awards III Wendy Northcutt, 2004-09-28 The hilarious
New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! Honoring those who improve
our gene pool by inadvertently removing themselves fromit, The Darwin Awards III includes more
than one hundred brand new, hilariously macabre mishaps and misadventures. From a sheriff who
inadvertently shot himself twice, to the insurance defrauder who amputated his leg with a chainsaw;
from a farmer who avoided bee stings by sealing his head in a plastic bag to the man crushed by the
branch he just trimmed, The Darwin Awards III proves again that when it comes to stupidity, no
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species does it like we do. Featuring scientific and safety discussions and filled with illustrations
depicting inspiring examples of evolution in action, The Darwin Awards III shows once more how
uncommon common sense still is.

darwin awards facts: The Darwin Awards 4 Wendy Northcutt, Christopher M. Kelly,
2007-10-30 The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The
Darwin Awards series is the alpha chimp of humorous human mishaps. Despite being an
international bestseller and inspiring the movie The Darwin Awards, these hilarious, cautionary
chronicles have failed to stop another generation of Darwin Award winners from steering
motorcycles with their feet, heating lava lamps on stoves, using liquid soap as brake fluid, and
drowning themselves in the kitchen sink. Filled with more than 100 new tales of evolution in action,
plus science essays and a parody research paper supporting Intelligent Design, The Darwin Awards
4 shows that when it comes to common sense, natural selection still has a long, long way to go.

darwin awards facts: The Darwin Awards Countdown to Extinction Wendy Northcutt,
2010-10-28 The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The
Darwin Awards are more than just a brand. They're a pop culture phenomenon. With six books and a
website that draws in more than a million unique visitors every month, the Darwin Awards rivals The
Onion and The Simpsons as one of the biggest humor franchises in the world. Fully illustrated and
featuring all-new tales of the marvelously macabre, The Darwin Awards Countdown to Extinction
chronicles the astonishing acts of individuals who have taken a swan dive into the shallow end of the
gene pool. From attaching a five-horsepower engine to a barstool, to hammering a metal hook into
an explosive device, to using a taser to treat a snake bite, these gloriously gruesome incidents prove
that the countdown (to human extinction) is well under way. And we won't exit this mortal coil
without one last laugh.

darwin awards facts: The Darwin Awards Next Evolution Wendy Northcutt, 2008 Features
examples of people whose lack of common sense resulted in their demise, in a tribute to how the
evolutionary process is improved when individuals of questionable intelligence accidentally remove
themselves from the gene pool.

darwin awards facts: Mind-Blowing Facts About the Planet's Strangest Animals Kylie
Marin Keen, 2023-11-21 The Animal Kingdom's Best-Kept Secrets You've heard of the blobfish—but
what about the northern glass frog, which has skin so translucent you can see its heart? Or the
common egg-eater snake, which has a specialized spine to crush eggs after swallowing them? Or
even the sea potato, a round brown ball of a creature that creates elaborate tunnel systems under
the ocean floor? Dive into a world of obscure, fantastic and downright- weird wildlife, with YouTuber
and Animal Fact Files creator Kylie Keen as your guide. This captivating collection of unusual animal
facts transports you across countries and continents to learn about the little-known creatures that
call our planet home. You'll discover a plethora of animal behaviors, diets, habitats and more in this
exciting collection of over 60 fuzzy, scaly and feathered friends. From deep insights about
human-animal relationships to playful fun facts about the world’s most peculiar fauna, Kylie’s
approachable, thorough profiles are exciting for kids and adults alike. Consider this a must-have in
the library of anyone who wants to be wowed by the unexpected vastness and variety of the natural
world.

darwin awards facts: Human Interface and the Management of Information:
Information, Design and Interaction Sakae Yamamoto, 2016-07-04 The two-volume set LNCS
9734 and 9735 constitutes the refereed proceedings of the Human Interface and the Management of
Information thematic track, held as part of the 18th International Conference on Human-Computer
Interaction, HCII 2016, held in Toronto, Canada, in July 2016. HCII 2016 received a total of 4354
submissions of which 1287 papers were accepted for publication after a careful reviewing process.
These papers address the latest research and development efforts and highlight the human aspects
of design and use of computing systems. The papers accepted for presentation thoroughly cover the
entire field of human-computer interaction, addressing major advances in knowledge and effective
use of computers in a variety of application areas This volume contains papers addressing the



following major topics: information presentation; big data visualization; information analytics;
discovery and exploration; interaction design, human-centered design; haptic, tactile and multimodal
interaction.

darwin awards facts: Leading Wisely Manfred F. R. Kets de Vries, 2022-01-24 Discover true
leadership with this actionable guide from a world renowned leadership expert, psychoanalyst, and
executive coach In Leading Wisely: Becoming a Reflective Leader in Turbulent Times, renowned
leadership expert, psychoanalyst and executive coach Manfred Kets De Vries delivers an insightful
and unique exploration of what it means to lead with wisdom. The book demonstrates that exclusive
reliance on knowledge, data, and information yields a superficial leadership style lacking in depth
and discernment. What's more important in the wisdom equation is possessing humility, judgment,
empathy, compassion, and night vision. With eleven chapters full of anecdotes and tales from a
variety of spiritual and cultural traditions that enrich and lend a deeper significance to the choices
we make as leaders and members of organizations, Leading Wisely provides readers with: A
thorough exploration of dealing with negative—but entirely natural motivations, like envy and greed
An emphasis on the Golden Rule—treating others as we like to be treated ourselves An opportunity
to be courageous—to consciously and intentionally pick our battles, saving energy for what really
matters Lessons on how to listen intently and actively, truly hearing what our colleagues, friends,
family, and followers are saying before reacting Finding happiness within ourselves Leading Wisely:
Becoming a Reflective Leader in Turbulent Times is a startlingly incisive book, filled with messages
that make the book required reading for anyone in a position of leadership or power. It also belongs
in the libraries of well-being and health practitioners who frequently deal with businesspeople as
clients or patients.

darwin awards facts: Fact Hunt Larry Bundy Jr, 2020-02-06 A bumper collection of facts about
video games from YouTuber extraordinaire, Larry Bundy Jr, this book will debunk myths and urban
legends, delve into developers' biggest successes and failures, explore the odd characters behind the
games and unearth the obscure, the forgotten, the cancelled and the abandoned aspects of the
gaming world. For the past decade, Larry has painstakingly trawled through countless old
magazines, routinely harassed developers, and blackmailed journalists to uncover these amazing
tidbits and anecdotes that would have fallen by the wayside of history. Now he has compiled them
into a fun, full-colour book with sections on botched game launches, pointless peripherals,
unreleased video game movies, weird guest fighters and much, much more. Along the way, he has
invited a few famous gaming guests, including Stuart Ashen and Did You Know Gaming?, to provide
their favourite quips for your personal perusal. So whatever your level of knowledge about video
games, you're guaranteed to learn a ton of entertaining new information.

darwin awards facts: The Darwin Awards 3 Wendy Northcutt, 2003 A satirical award
celebrating the worst examples of human intelligence features stories about the man who used a
cigarette lighter to check his gas level, the terrorist who opened his own letter bomb, and other
stories of human idocy.

darwin awards facts: The Caine Prize for African Writing 2013 Caine Prize, 2013 Now in its
fourteenth year, the Caine Prize for African Writing is Africa's leading literary prize for short stories.

darwin awards facts: CM]J New Music Monthly, 2000-09 CM]J New Music Monthly, the first
consumer magazine to include a bound-in CD sampler, is the leading publication for the emerging
music enthusiast. NMM is a monthly magazine with interviews, reviews, and special features. Each
magazine comes with a CD of 15-24 songs by well-established bands, unsigned bands and everything
in between. It is published by CM] Network, Inc.

darwin awards facts: Stupid Mistakes People Make Which Result in Bodily Harm and
Suggestions as to How to Avoid Becoming One of the Statistics Dr. George L. Lucas, MD,
2021-12-20 Stupid Mistakes People Make Which Result in Bodily Harm and Suggestions as to How
to Avoid Becoming One of the Statistics By: Dr. George L. Lucas, MD Dr. George L. Lucas, MD
practiced orthopedic surgery for fifty years. During that time, he treated thousands of people who
were injured in a variety of ways. Orthopedic surgeons treat patients with infections, arthritis,




congenital deformities, tumors, and developmental problems, but the bulk of an orthopedist’s work
involves caring for trauma patients, i.e., those who have been injured as a result of their own
misadventures or those of others, such as a drunk driver. His two years as a navy surgeon during the
Vietnam War brough another category of victims. Regardless of injury mechanics, one wonders how
people could get into such a fix, and Dr. Lucas began to wonder about the statistics of being injured
in various ways. This curiosity turned into a collection of accidents in various categories of injury
and has resulted in a collection of sixteen chapters for different types of injury, auto accidents, falls,
home, and industrial accidents etc. Statistics can be a bit dry, so each chapter is illustrated with an
anecdote from Dr. Lucas’s personal experience. He expresses his empathy for all his patients,
regardless of what stupidity brough them to his door, and concludes each chapter with some
suggestions as to how to avoid becoming one of the statistics themselves.

darwin awards facts: Education Deform James M. Kauffman, 2002 According to James M.
Kauffman, too much of what is said today about educational reform is nonsense that shortchanges
students, parents, and taxpayers. This deforms education rather than reforming it. The primary
objective of this book is to help teachers, teacher educators, policy makers, and parents think more
critically about current rhetoric about education. Reason and science in the enlightenment tradition
are more helpful in reforming and improving education than political agendas. Reform should focus
on instruction. Education must address the full range of learners, from those who are mentally
retarded to those who are intellectually gifted. Special education, multicultural education, and
standardized testing are among the controversial issues explored. Extremes of both left and right
ideologies are rejected in favor of careful thinking and sound judgment.

darwin awards facts: Computing the Mind Shimon Edelman, 2008-09-08 In a culmination of
humanity's millennia-long quest for self knowledge, the sciences of the mind are now in a position to
offer concrete, empirically validated answers to the most fundamental questions about human
nature. What does it mean to be a mind? How is the mind related to the brain? How are minds
shaped by their embodiment and environment? What are the principles behind cognitive functions
such as perception, memory, language, thought, and consciousness?By analyzing the tasks facing
any sentient being that is subject to stimulation and a pressure to act, Shimon Edelman identifies
computation as the common denominator in the emerging answers to all these questions. Any
system composed of elements that exchange signals with each other and occasionally with the rest
of the world can be said to be engaged in computation. A brain composed of neurons is one example
of a system that computes, and the computations that the neurons collectively carry out constitute
the brain's mind.Edelman presents a computational account of the entire spectrum of cognitive
phenomena that constitutes the mind. He begins with sentience, and uses examples from visual
perception to demonstrate that it must, at its very core, be a type of computation. Throughout his
account, Edelman acknowledges the human mind's biological origins. Along the way, he also
demystifies traits such as creativity, language, and individual and collective consciousness, and hints
at how naturally evolved minds can transcend some of their limitations by moving to computational
substrates other than brains. The account that Edelman gives in this book is accessible, yet unified
and rigorous, and the big picture he presents is supported by evidence ranging from neurobiology to
computer science. The book should be read by anyone seeking a comprehensive and current
introduction to cognitive psychology.

darwin awards facts: History's Greatest Automotive Mysteries, Myths and Rumors
Revealed Matt Stone, Preston Lerner, 2012-11-05 Chock-full of amusing car-related trivia and
miscellany. —Detroit News Did you know that after James Dean's death behind the wheel of his
Porsche 550 Spyder, parts of the car were sold off, and said parts then cursed their new owners? (Or
did they?) Did you know Bonnie and Clyde stole Ford V-8s almost exclusively as getaway cars
because they were the fastest cars of their day—and that Clyde wrote Henry Ford a thank-you note?
Did you know that a monkey by the name of Jocko Flocko once won a Grand National race?
(NASCAR Hall of Fame driver Tim Flock helped.) Rumors, myths, and fantastic stories have swirled
around the automobile for over a century. This fascinating collection compiles funny stories and a



trunkful of trivia: What was the first car to break the sound barrier? Who won the first Indy 5007?
What kind of car was dancer Isadora Duncan in when she was killed? What car performed the most
spectacular stunt in the James Bond movie oeuvre? In all of these cases, the answers may not be
what you think. Entertaining stories of vehicular crime, racing, moviemaking and various mishaps
and mayhem. —The New York Times

darwin awards facts: Short Films in Language Teaching Engelbert Thaler, 2017-07-17 The
second volume in the new academic series SELT (Studies in English Language Teaching) is also
divided into three parts: A. Theory - B. Methodology - C. Classroom. Part A highlights the topic from
the perspectives of different academic disciplines, in this case from a TEFL as well as from a
film-didactic and a cultural-literary viewpoint. In part B, methodological contributions on selected
short films and suitable procedures are assembled. Part C is a collection of concrete sample lessons
for teaching English with short films at various levels. These lesson plans have been designed at
university, carried out and evaluated by 11 experienced teachers, and finally revised by the editor.
Peer reviewing is guaranteed by an academic advisory council consisting of six well-known TEFL
professors. The new series, above all, aims at bridging didactic research and classroom practice.
Thus it is intended for foreign language lecturers, students, teacher trainers and teachers.

darwin awards facts: Painful Yarns G. Lorimer Moseley, 2007 This much anticipated collection
of stories, written by Oxford University Fellow and Pain Scientist, Dr GL Moseley, provides an
entertaining and informative way to understand modern pain biology. Described by critics as 'a gem'
and by clinicians as 'entertaining and educative', Painful Yarns is a unique book. The stories, some of
his travels in outback Australia, some of experiences growing up, are great yarns. At the end of each
story, there is a section so what has this got to do with pain? in which Lorimer uses the story as a
metaphor for some aspect of pain biology. The level of the pain education is appropriate for patients
and health professionals. The entertainment is good for everyone. You don't have to be interested in
pain to get something from this book and a laugh or two!
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