de genesi ad litteram augustine

de genesi ad litteram augustine is a seminal work by Saint Augustine that explores the
literal interpretation of the Book of Genesis. This treatise has been influential in theological
and philosophical discussions concerning the creation narrative, biblical exegesis, and the
intersection of faith and reason. Augustine's approach in de genesi ad litteram challenges
simplistic readings and encourages a nuanced understanding of scripture that respects
both its spiritual and literal dimensions. The work also addresses the nature of time,
creation, and the allegorical versus literal interpretations of biblical texts. This article will
delve into the historical context, key themes, and lasting impact of Augustine’s
interpretation in de genesi ad litteram augustine. Additionally, it will examine how
Augustine’s exegesis shapes modern theological thought and biblical scholarship.
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Augustine

The work de genesi ad litteram was written in the late 4th and early 5th centuries, a period
marked by theological debates and the consolidation of Christian doctrine. Augustine of
Hippo, one of the most prominent Church Fathers, composed this treatise to address
misunderstandings about the creation account in Genesis. At the time, various
interpretations competed for acceptance, including literalist and allegorical approaches,
influenced by both Christian and classical philosophical traditions.

Augustine sought to reconcile the biblical text with philosophical inquiry, especially Platonic
thought. His position was neither strictly literalist nor purely allegorical; instead, he
advocated for a reading that considered the intentions of the biblical author and the nature
of divine revelation.

Key Themes in Augustine’s Interpretation

Several key themes emerge throughout de genesi ad litteram augustine, illustrating the
depth and complexity of Augustine’s biblical exegesis. These themes continue to resonate
within theological and philosophical discussions.



The Nature of Creation

Augustine emphasized that creation is an act of God’s will, bringing all things into existence
from nothing (ex nihilo). He argued that the Genesis account should be understood within
this framework, underscoring God’s omnipotence and the orderly structure of creation.

Concept of Time

One of Augustine’s most notable contributions is his analysis of time in relation to creation.
He asserted that time itself was part of creation and did not exist before God created the
universe. This view challenges literal interpretations that assume a temporal sequence
identical to human experience within the Genesis creation days.

Literal Versus Figurative Language

Augustine carefully distinguished between the literal sense of scripture and figurative
language. While affirming the truth of the biblical narrative, he acknowledged that some
passages employed metaphor or analogy to convey spiritual truths beyond mere historical
facts.

Human Understanding and Divine Revelation

Another theme is the relationship between human reason and divine revelation. Augustine
held that scripture could be rightly understood only through the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and theological wisdom, cautioning against interpretations based solely on human logic.

Augustine’s Views on Literal and Allegorical
Interpretation

In de genesi ad litteram augustine, Augustine provides a sophisticated framework for
interpreting scripture, balancing literal and allegorical readings to uncover multiple layers
of meaning.

Literal Interpretation as Foundation

Augustine insisted that the literal sense of scripture forms the foundation of all
interpretation. This approach respects the historical and grammatical context of the biblical
text and prevents arbitrary spiritualizations that detach scripture from reality.

Role of Allegory and Symbolism

Despite his respect for the literal meaning, Augustine recognized the necessity of allegory,



especially when the literal interpretation appears contradictory or nonsensical. Allegory, in
his view, helps reveal deeper theological and moral insights embedded in the scripture.

Criteria for Interpretation

Augustine proposed criteria to discern when allegorical interpretation is appropriate:

e The literal meaning contradicts established truth or reason.
e The literal interpretation conflicts with other parts of scripture.

e The passage’s spiritual meaning benefits the reader’s faith and morals.

This method ensures that interpretations remain grounded in both scripture and sound
theology.

Philosophical Implications of Augustine’s
Exegesis

Augustine’s approach in de genesi ad litteram augustine has profound philosophical
implications, particularly concerning metaphysics, epistemology, and the philosophy of
language.

Creation and Being

Augustine’s doctrine of creation ex nihilo challenges pre-existing philosophical notions of
eternal matter. By affirming that all being depends on God’s creative act, Augustine
redefines existence as contingent and sustained by divine will.

Time as a Created Dimension

The idea that time itself is created reorients philosophical discussions about temporality
and eternity. Augustine’s insight anticipates modern conceptions of time as a dimension
dependent on the structure of the universe rather than an absolute, independent entity.

Language and Scripture

Augustine’s recognition of figurative language in scripture anticipates later theories about
the function of metaphor and symbolism in communication. His hermeneutical principles
highlight the dynamic relationship between text, authorial intent, and reader
understanding.



Legacy and Influence on Biblical Scholarship

The influence of de genesi ad litteram augustine extends well beyond its historical period,
impacting medieval, Reformation, and modern biblical scholarship.

Medieval Scholasticism

Medieval theologians like Thomas Aquinas drew on Augustine’s balance between literal and
allegorical interpretation, integrating his insights into systematic theology and biblical
commentary.

Reformation Perspectives

During the Reformation, debates about scripture interpretation often referenced
Augustine’s methods. Reformers appreciated his emphasis on scripture as authoritative
while maintaining a nuanced hermeneutic.

Contemporary Theology and Exegesis

Modern scholars continue to engage with Augustine’s treatise to address challenges in
biblical literalism, the relationship between science and faith, and the role of hermeneutics
in theological inquiry.

Summary of Augustine’s Interpretative Approach

Respect for the literal sense as primary but not exclusive.

Use of allegory to resolve apparent contradictions and reveal spiritual truths.

Integration of philosophical reasoning with theological insight.

Recognition of time and creation as divine acts beyond human comprehension.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'De Genesi ad Litteram' by Augustine?

'De Genesi ad Litteram' is a theological work by Saint Augustine where he provides a literal
interpretation of the Book of Genesis, discussing the creation story and addressing various
theological and philosophical questions related to the origin of the world and humanity.



When did Augustine write 'De Genesi ad Litteram'?

Augustine wrote 'De Genesi ad Litteram' between 401 and 415 AD, during his later years as
a bishop and theologian, as part of his effort to explain the biblical creation narrative.

How does Augustine interpret the days of creation in
'‘De Genesi ad Litteram'?

In 'De Genesi ad Litteram', Augustine interprets the 'days' of creation not strictly as 24-hour
periods but more as a logical sequence or framework, emphasizing the theological meaning
rather than a literal chronological timeline.

What is Augustine's view on the creation of time in 'De
Genesi ad Litteram'?

Augustine argues that time itself was created by God along with the universe, meaning that
there was no 'before' creation because time began at the moment of creation.

How does 'De Genesi ad Litteram' influence Christian
theology?

'De Genesi ad Litteram' has significantly influenced Christian theology by shaping the
understanding of creation, the nature of scripture interpretation, and the relationship
between faith and reason in the context of biblical texts.

Does Augustine's 'De Genesi ad Litteram' support a
literal or allegorical interpretation of Genesis?

While the title suggests a literal approach, Augustine's interpretation in 'De Genesi ad
Litteram' is nuanced; he supports a literal understanding but allows for allegorical meanings
where appropriate, emphasizing the theological truths behind the text rather than a strictly
literalist reading.

Additional Resources

1. De Genesi ad Litteram: Saint Augustine’s Literal Interpretation of Genesis

This book offers a comprehensive analysis of Augustine’s work "De Genesi ad Litteram,"
exploring his approach to interpreting the Book of Genesis literally. It delves into his
theological methodology, contrasting it with allegorical interpretations prevalent in early
Christianity. Readers gain insight into Augustine’s views on creation, time, and the nature
of scripture.

2. Augustine and the Literal Sense of Scripture

Focusing on Augustine’s hermeneutics, this volume examines his commitment to the literal
sense of Scripture, particularly in the context of Genesis. The author discusses how
Augustine balances literal and spiritual readings and the impact of his exegesis on later
theological thought. It is an essential resource for understanding early Christian biblical



interpretation.

3. The Theology of Creation in Augustine’s De Genesi ad Litteram

This work analyzes Augustine’s theological reflections on creation as presented in "De
Genesi ad Litteram." It highlights Augustine’s philosophical influences and his integration of
Christian doctrine with classical thought. The book also addresses Augustine’s conception
of time and creation ex nihilo (creation out of nothing).

4. Reading Genesis with Augustine: Literal and Figurative Dimensions

This title explores the dual aspects of Augustine’s reading of Genesis, emphasizing how he
navigates between literal and figurative meanings. It provides a detailed commentary on
key passages and discusses Augustine’s role in shaping the interpretive traditions of the
Western Church.

5. Augustine’s Exegesis of Genesis and Its Impact on Western Christianity

This study traces the historical influence of Augustine’s "De Genesi ad Litteram" on
subsequent Christian theology and biblical interpretation. It examines how his literal
reading informed doctrines of creation, original sin, and the human condition. The book also
considers critiques and alternative readings that emerged in later centuries.

6. Philosophy and Theology in Augustine’s De Genesi ad Litteram

Addressing the intersection of philosophy and theology, this book investigates how
Augustine employs philosophical reasoning in his literal interpretation of Genesis. It situates
Augustine’s work within the broader intellectual context of late antiquity and highlights his
engagement with Neoplatonism.

7. Creation, Time, and Eternity in Augustine’s Literal Genesis Commentary

This volume focuses on Augustine’s treatment of time and eternity in "De Genesi ad
Litteram," elucidating his complex understanding of the temporal world and God’s
timelessness. The author unpacks Augustine’s arguments about the nature of creation and
the unfolding of divine action in history.

8. Literalism and Allegory in Augustine’s Scriptural Interpretation

This book investigates the tension and interplay between literal and allegorical readings in
Augustine’s biblical exegesis, with a focus on Genesis. It sheds light on how Augustine’s
interpretive principles influenced medieval and modern approaches to Scripture.

9. Augustine’s De Genesi ad Litteram: A Critical Edition and Commentary

Providing a scholarly critical edition of Augustine’s text alongside extensive commentary,
this work is indispensable for students and scholars. It offers linguistic, historical, and
theological insights that deepen the understanding of Augustine’s literal reading of Genesis
and its enduring significance.

De Genesi Ad Litteram Augustine
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de genesi ad litteram augustine: Genesi Ad Litteram Augustinus,, 1982 A thorough and
conscientious commentary on the first three chapters from the Book of Genesis, completed in 415.
Augustine's purpose is to explain, to the best of his ability, what the author intended to say about
what God did when he made heaven and earth. Contains Books 1-6. +

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine and Evolution Henry Woods, 1924

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine and Evolution Henry Woods, 2009-05-01

de genesi ad litteram augustine: The Creation of Man in St. Augustine's De Genesi Ad
Litteram John Joseph O'Meara, 1980

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine and Evolution Henry Woods, 2013-10 This is a
new release of the original 1924 edition.

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Creation of Man in Saint Augustine's De Genesi Ad
Litteram John Joseph O'Meara, 1980

de genesi ad litteram augustine: The Text of Augustine's De Genesi Ad Litteram John
Hammond Taylor, 1950

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine Through the Ages Allan Fitzgerald, John C.
Cavadini, 1999 This one-volume reference work provides the first encyclopedic treatment of the life,
thought, and influence of Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 354-430), one of the greatest figures in the
history of the Christian church. The product of more than 140 leading scholars throughout the
world, this comprehensive encyclopedia contains over 400 articles that cover every aspect of
Augustine's life and writings and trace his profound influence on the church and the development of
Western thought through the past two millennia. Major articles examine in detail all of Augustine's
nearly 120 extant writings, from his brief tractates to his prodigious theological works. For many
readers, this volume is the only source for commentary on the numerous works by Augustine not
available in English. Other articles discuss: Augustine's influence on other theologians, from
contemporaries like Jerome and Ambrose to prominent figures throughout church history, such as
Gregory the Great, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and Harnack; Augustine's life, the chaotic political
events of his world, and the church's struggles with such heresies as Arianism, Donatism,
Manicheism, and Pelagianism; Augustine's thoughts about philosophical problems (time, the ascent
of the soul, the nature of truth), theological questions (guilt, original sin, free will, the Trinity), and
cultural issues (church-state relations, Roman society).

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Modes of Vision in St. Augustine Thomas Finan, 1992

de genesi ad litteram augustine: The Text of Augustine's De Genesi Ad Litteram John H..
Taylor, 1950

de genesi ad litteram augustine: The Oldest Manuscripts of Saint Augustine's "De
Genesi Ad Litteram" Michael M. Gorman, 1980

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine and Evolution. A Study in the Saint's De Genesi
Ad Litteram and De Trinitate Henry WOODS (S.]., Ph.D.), 1924

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Describing the Hand of God Robert Brennan, 2016-04-28
The question of divine agency in the world remains one important unresolved underlying obstacle in
the dialogue between theology and science. Modern notions of divine agency are shown to have
developed out of the interaction of three factors in early modernity. Two are well known: late
medieval perfect-being theology and the early modern application of the notion of the two books of
God's revelation to the understanding of the natural order. It is argued the third is the early modern
appropriation of theAugustinian doctrine of inspiration. This assumes the soul's existence and a
particular description of divine agency in humans, which became more generally applied to divine
agency in nature. Whereas Newton explicitly draws the parallel between divine agency in humans
and that in nature, Darwin rejects its supposed perfection and Huxley raises serious questions
regarding the traditional understanding of the soul. This book offers an alternative incarnational
description of divine agency, freeing consideration of divine agency from being dependent on
resolving the complex issues of perfect-being theology and the existence of the soul. In conversation



with Barth's pneumatology, this proposal is shown to remain theologically coherent and plausible
while resolving or avoiding a range of known difficulties in the science-theology dialogue.

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine's Changing Interpretations of Genesis 1-3
Yoon Kyung Kim, 2006 Investigates and compares Augustine's two commentaries on the opening
chapters of Genesis: De Genesi contra Manichaeos, his first scriptural exegesis, and De Genesi ad
Litteram, the final and monumental version of his exploration of creation. This book describes how
Augustine's exegesis of Genesis 1-3 progressed in the two commentaries.

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Darwinism and the Divine Alister E. McGrath, 2011-02-02
Darwinism and the Divine examines the implications of evolutionary thought for natural theology,
from the time of publication of Darwin's On the Origin of Species to current debates on creationism
and intelligent design. Questions whether Darwin's theory of natural selection really shook our
fundamental beliefs, or whether they served to transform and illuminate our views on the origins
and meaning of life Identifies the forms of natural theology that emerged in 19th-century England
and how they were affected by Darwinism The most detailed study yet of the intellectual background
to William Paley's famous and influential approach to natural theology, set out in 1802 Brings
together material from a variety of disciplines, including the history of ideas, historical and
systematic theology, evolutionary biology, anthropology, sociology, and the cognitive science of
religion Considers how Christian belief has adapted to Darwinism, and asks whether there is a place
for design both in the world of science and the world of theology A thought-provoking exploration of
21st-century views on evolutionary thought and natural theology, written by the world-renowned
theologian and bestselling author

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine Frederick Van Fleteren, Joseph C. Schnaubelt,
2001 This book contains a group of essays by internationally recognized scholars on Augustine's
hermeneutical theory and practice of biblical exegesis attempting to understand Augustine (1)
against his own intellectual background, (2) within his own works, and (3) in relation to traditional
and contemporary discussions of biblical hermeneutics and exegesis. In the discussion of Augustine's
theological works and pastoral sermons, consideration is given both to the science of hermeneutics
and the art of exegesis. Ancient rhetoric, ancient philosophy, and earlier Christian exegetes are
studied as they relate to Augustine as is Augustine's own synthesis. Augustine: Biblical Exegete
sheds light on the continuity between the exegesis of earlier ages and our own.

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine in the Italian Renaissance Meredith ]. Gill,
2005-05-12 Examines facets of the relationship between Saint Augustine and the thinkers of the
Italian Renaissance.

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Augustine's Progress in Interpreting Genesis 1-3 from De
Genesi Contra Manichaeos to De Genesi Ad Litteram Yoon Kyung Kim, 2005

de genesi ad litteram augustine: The Works of Saint Augustine Saint Augustine (of Hippo),
1990 In 1990, New City Press, in conjunction with the Augustinian Heritage Institute, began the
project known as: The Works of Saint Augustine, A Translation for the 21st Century. The plan is to
translate and publish all 132 works of Saint Augustine, his entire corpus into modern English. This
represents the first time in which The Works of Saint Augustine will all be translated into English.
Many existing translations were often archaic or faulty, and the scholarship was outdated. New City
Press is proud to offer the best modern translations available. The Works of Saint Augustine, A
Translation for the 21st Century will be translated into 49 published books. To date, 41 books have
been published by NCP containing 93 of The Works of Saint Augustine, A Translation for the 21st
Century. Augustine's writings are useful to anyone interested in patristics, church history, theology
and Western civilization. -- Publisher.

de genesi ad litteram augustine: Retrieving Augustine's Doctrine of Creation Gavin
Ortlund, 2020-07-14 How might premodern exegesis of Genesis inform Christian debates about
creation today? Pastor and theologian Gavin Ortlund retrieves Augustine's reading of Genesis 1-3
and considers how his premodern understanding of creation can help Christians today, shedding
light on matters such as evolution, animal death, and the historical Adam and Eve.
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