
coffman commentary acts 12

coffman commentary acts 12 offers an insightful and detailed exposition of Acts chapter 12,
focusing on the pivotal events surrounding the early Christian church's challenges and divine
interventions. This commentary provides analysis on Herod Agrippa’s persecution of the church, the
miraculous deliverance of Peter from prison, and the growth of the church despite opposition.
Emphasizing historical context, theological implications, and textual nuances, Coffman’s work aids
readers in understanding the significance of these events in the broader narrative of Acts. The
commentary also explores the role of prayer, angelic intervention, and the steadfast faith of the
believers during times of trial. By examining Acts 12 through Coffman’s lens, one gains a deeper
appreciation for the perseverance of the early church and God’s providential care. This article will
outline the major themes and insights from Coffman commentary Acts 12, structured for ease of
study and reflection.

Historical Context of Acts 12

Herod Agrippa’s Persecution

Peter’s Imprisonment and Miraculous Release

The Role of Prayer and the Church’s Response

Angel’s Intervention and Divine Deliverance

Implications for Early Church Growth

Historical Context of Acts 12
Coffman commentary Acts 12 begins with setting the historical backdrop of this chapter, which occurs
during a time of intense persecution of the early Christian community. The narrative situates itself
under the reign of King Herod Agrippa I, who sought to consolidate power and appease Jewish leaders
by targeting the followers of Jesus. This period is characterized by political and religious tension,
where the nascent church faced growing hostility from both Jewish authorities and Roman officials.
Understanding this context is crucial for appreciating the dramatic events that unfold in Acts 12,
including the martyrdom of James and the imprisonment of Peter.

Political and Religious Climate
The Jewish leadership viewed the Christian movement as a threat to their authority and traditions.
Herod Agrippa’s actions reflected a desire to maintain favor with these leaders by enforcing harsh
measures. Coffman highlights that these persecutions were not isolated incidents but part of a larger
pattern of opposition that tested the faith and resilience of the early church.



Significance in the Book of Acts
Acts 12 serves as a pivotal chapter demonstrating the early church’s vulnerability and God’s
sovereignty. Coffman commentary emphasizes that this chapter transitions from internal church
growth to external threats, illustrating how divine intervention preserves the mission despite
adversity.

Herod Agrippa’s Persecution
One of the central themes in coffman commentary acts 12 is the detailed account of King Herod
Agrippa’s persecution against the church. His aggressive actions, including the execution of James,
the brother of John, mark a significant escalation in the hostility faced by believers. Coffman explains
that Herod’s motives were both political and personal, aiming to suppress the Christian movement
and gain political favor.

The Execution of James
The martyrdom of James is noted as the first apostolic death recorded in the New Testament. Coffman
commentary underscores the severity of this event as a warning and a test to the early Christians,
signaling the real dangers of following Christ during this period. It also fulfilled the prophetic warnings
Jesus had given regarding persecution.

Peter’s Imprisonment
Following James’s death, Herod arrested Peter with the intention of executing him after the Passover.
Coffman points out that this act was designed to intimidate the church further. The chapter portrays
Herod’s confidence in his power to silence the Christian message, yet this underestimates divine
providence.

Peter’s Imprisonment and Miraculous Release
Coffman commentary acts 12 provides an in-depth examination of Peter’s imprisonment and his
subsequent miraculous deliverance. This narrative highlights God’s intervention as a direct response
to the prayers of the church and serves as a testament to divine power overcoming human
oppression.

Conditions of Imprisonment
Peter was held under heavy guard, chained between two soldiers, with additional guards posted to
prevent any escape. Coffman emphasizes the severity of these precautions, underscoring the
expectation that Peter’s execution was imminent. This setting heightens the miraculous nature of his
release.



The Miraculous Escape
The angelic rescue described in Acts 12 is portrayed by Coffman as a vivid demonstration of God’s
sovereignty. The angel frees Peter from his chains, leads him past guards, and out of the prison. This
event symbolizes God’s power to protect His servants and the futility of human attempts to thwart His
plans.

The Role of Prayer and the Church’s Response
A significant focus in coffman commentary acts 12 is the role prayer played in the narrative. The
church’s earnest and united prayers for Peter’s deliverance underscore the spiritual dimension of the
events and the community’s faith in God’s intervention.

The Believers’ Prayer
The believers gathered in prayer during Peter’s imprisonment reflects their dependence on God amid
crisis. Coffman elaborates that this collective prayer effort was a powerful act of faith and solidarity,
demonstrating the early Christian commitment to intercession.

Faith and Perseverance
Despite the fear induced by persecution, the church’s response was to seek God’s help fervently.
Coffman commentary highlights this as an example of steadfast faith that undergirds the church’s
survival and growth in hostile environments.

Angel’s Intervention and Divine Deliverance
The angelic intervention in Acts 12 is a key element that coffman commentary acts 12 explores
thoroughly. This supernatural involvement affirms the theme of divine deliverance and God’s active
role in history.

Symbolism of the Angel’s Appearance
Coffman notes that the angel’s presence symbolizes God’s direct involvement in human affairs,
particularly in protecting His chosen servants. The angel’s actions not only liberate Peter but also
encourage the church by confirming that God does not abandon His people.

Impact on the Early Church
The miraculous release serves as a morale booster for the believers, strengthening their resolve to
continue the mission. Coffman commentary stresses that such divine acts were essential in affirming
the legitimacy and power of the Christian faith during its formative years.



Implications for Early Church Growth
Finally, coffman commentary acts 12 discusses the broader implications of these events for the
expansion of the early church. Despite Herod’s attempts to stifle the Christian movement, the chapter
concludes with evidence of continued growth and divine favor.

Growth Amid Persecution
The chapter reveals that persecution often acted as a catalyst for spreading the gospel rather than
halting it. Coffman explains that the church’s courage and God’s protection contributed to increased
numbers of believers and strengthened witness.

Legacy of Acts 12
The events in Acts 12, as analyzed by Coffman, serve as enduring lessons on faith, divine
intervention, and the resilience of the church. This chapter is pivotal for understanding the dynamics
of early Christian perseverance and the fulfillment of God’s purposes despite human opposition.

Herod Agrippa’s persecution intensifies opposition

Peter’s imprisonment highlights church vulnerability

Prayer plays a crucial role in divine deliverance

Angel’s intervention demonstrates God’s power

Early church grows stronger through trials

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Coffman's commentary on Acts 12?
Coffman's commentary highlights the providential protection of the early church, focusing on how
God miraculously delivered Peter from prison, demonstrating divine intervention in the face of
persecution.

How does Coffman interpret the angel's role in Peter's escape
in Acts 12?
Coffman interprets the angel as a literal divine messenger who physically frees Peter, emphasizing
God's active involvement in protecting His servants.



According to Coffman, why was Peter imprisoned in Acts 12?
Peter was imprisoned by King Herod Agrippa I in an attempt to persecute the early church and to
please the Jewish leaders who opposed the apostles' teachings.

What significance does Coffman attribute to the church's
prayer in Acts 12?
Coffman points out that the church's earnest prayer was crucial, showing the power of collective
prayer and faith in prompting God's miraculous deliverance of Peter.

How does Coffman explain Herod's reaction to Peter's escape
in Acts 12?
Coffman notes that Herod was furious and executed the guards, but he ultimately faced divine
judgment himself, illustrating the consequences of opposing God's work.

What does Coffman say about the role of Rhoda in Acts 12?
Coffman highlights Rhoda's faith and excitement when she recognized Peter's voice, showing the
human element and joy in God's miracles within the early church community.

How does Coffman view the historical context of Acts 12?
Coffman places Acts 12 in the context of intense persecution under Herod Agrippa I, underscoring the
challenges the early church faced and God's ongoing protection.

What lesson does Coffman draw from Peter's escape in Acts
12 for modern believers?
Coffman encourages believers to trust in God's power and to remain steadfast in prayer, as God can
deliver His people from seemingly impossible situations.

Does Coffman see any symbolism in the events of Acts 12?
Yes, Coffman suggests that Peter's deliverance symbolizes God's ultimate victory over evil and
foreshadows the future spread of the gospel despite opposition.

How does Coffman interpret the death of Herod in Acts 12?
Coffman interprets Herod's sudden death as divine judgment for his arrogance and persecution of the
church, reinforcing the theme of God's sovereignty.

Additional Resources
1. Coffman's Commentary on Acts: Exploring Chapter 12



This book offers an in-depth analysis of Acts 12 through the lens of Coffman's biblical commentary. It
delves into the historical context, key characters, and theological themes present in the chapter.
Readers gain a clearer understanding of the early church's challenges and God's miraculous
interventions.

2. The Acts of the Apostles: A Coffman Perspective
Focusing specifically on the book of Acts, this volume includes detailed commentary by J. Vernon
Coffman. Acts 12 is examined with attention to Peter's imprisonment and deliverance, highlighting the
power of prayer and divine providence. The book is suitable for both scholars and lay readers seeking
spiritual insight.

3. Divine Deliverance: Insights from Coffman’s Acts 12 Commentary
This work concentrates on the theme of God's deliverance as portrayed in Acts 12. Using Coffman's
commentary, it provides reflections on the miraculous escape of Peter and the faith of the early
church. The book encourages readers to trust in God's timing and protection during trials.

4. Prayer and Power in Acts 12: A Coffman Commentary Study
Examining the role of prayer in Acts 12, this book draws heavily from Coffman's interpretations. It
explores how the early Christians' prayer life influenced the unfolding events and God's response. The
study emphasizes the importance of faith-filled intercession in the Christian walk.

5. Acts 12 in Context: Historical and Theological Reflections with Coffman
This title situates Acts 12 within its first-century context, informed by Coffman’s scholarly work. It
discusses Herod's persecution of the church and the political-religious dynamics of the time. The
theological implications of God's intervention are thoughtfully unpacked.

6. The Miraculous Escape: Peter’s Deliverance in Acts 12 According to Coffman
Dedicated to the narrative of Peter’s miraculous release, this book uses Coffman’s commentary to
explore the event’s significance. It highlights the angelic intervention and the response of the early
believers. The work offers practical lessons on faith and divine rescue.

7. Lessons from Acts 12: Coffman’s Guide to Early Church Persecution
This volume focuses on the persecution faced by the early church as detailed in Acts 12. Coffman’s
insights shed light on the resilience and faith of believers under pressure. The book encourages
contemporary readers to persevere amidst adversity.

8. Coffman’s Commentary on the Apostolic Age: Acts 12 Explored
Providing a broad overview of the apostolic era, this book zooms in on Acts 12 with detailed
commentary from Coffman. It explores the chapter’s narrative and theological dimensions,
particularly God’s sovereignty and the role of the apostles. It is a valuable resource for understanding
early Christian history.

9. Faith and Providence in Acts 12: A Coffman Commentary Reflection
This reflective work centers on themes of faith and divine providence in Acts 12, guided by Coffman’s
analysis. It considers how God’s plan unfolds through human circumstances and prayer. The book
aims to inspire confidence in God’s ongoing care for His people.
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  coffman commentary acts 12: Cover-Up Lawrence Goudge, 2012-05-30 The Christian church
hides a multitude of secrets; it is, after all, a mystery religion. For instance, what if Jesus did not
start Christianity? What if Paul, who knew Jesus only through visions, created it? In Cover-Up,
author and lay minister Lawrence Goudge disputes the Christian theology that has dominated the
world for millennia. Goudge, who has spent more than twenty-four years researching the suppressed
history of Jesuss Jewish followers, demonstrates how the church has corrupted Jesuss message.
Cover-Up takes an innovative and investigative approach to Christianity, St. Pauls credibility, and
ways in which theological truths have been concealed for two thousand years. Goudges analysis
debunks the myths and provides alternative theories. As hatred and heresy haunt Christianitys
shadows, this study addresses the intolerant nature of the Christian church and sets out to right the
wrongs by bringing the truth about the Nazarenes into the light of day. Goudges message presents
hope for a just world.
  coffman commentary acts 12: First-Century Truth for a Twenty-First Century World
David Gibson, 2011-09-30 Can society function without a common standard of weights and
measures, currency, and time-keeping? Is competition in athletics possible without rules? But what
about religion? Is it left up to each person what to believe and practice, or is there a universal
standard? There is. God sent Jesus, not only to die as our Savior, but also to reveal an authoritative
message for our salvation. Jesus then transferred this message to the apostles. Guided by the Holy
Spirit, they in turn preached this message, which is now preserved in the New Testament. This is
our standard today.
  coffman commentary acts 12: Commentary on the Book of Acts David Pratte, 2018-12 Bible
study notes and commentary on the New Testament Book of Acts. Emphasizes understanding the
text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and
preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint
of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include
discussion of these topics: * Examples of conversion * Establishment and history of the early church
* Work of the Holy Spirit in spiritual gifts and miracles * Gospel evangelism and salvation of sinners
* Testimony of the apostles as witnesses of the resurrection * Jesus' reign as King over His kingdom
* Pattern of worship, work, and organization in Jesus' church
  coffman commentary acts 12: 1-3 John:A Pentecostal Commentary Dr. Matthew N. O. Sadiku,
2012-09-06 Every serious student of the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical
principles, and apply the truths to his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students,
pastors, and Bible teachers understand the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the
popular New International Version (NIV), the author provides helpful commentary on the text
verse-by-verse. This verse-by-verse commentary is different from others in two respects. First, it is
brief while some commentaries are unnecessarily wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in
outlook. This implies that we generally adhere to the doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a
literalist approach to the interpretation of the Bible. The epistles of John represent a distinctive
voice in the New Testament. John Wesley regarded them as the “deepest part of the holy scriptures.”
John’s epistles have enriched and equipped Christians down through the centuries. This commentary
on the Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in writing. John wrote to urge his readers
to love one another, live in the truth, and watch for false teachers.
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  coffman commentary acts 12: Just Follow Jesus Billy Joseph Stines, 2019-12-18 Who were the
men called by Jesus? Among the twelve disciples were two sets of brothers – Peter and Andrew,
James and John – and a man named Matthew. If we were selecting individuals to follow Jesus, these
men would have never been on our list. But Jesus saw something in them we could never see. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John made their livelihood fishing in the Sea of Galilee. Matthew collected taxes
for the hated Roman empire. Each was an average man just going about his daily business. But Jesus
turned their lives upside down by calling to them, saying, “Follow me.” Just as his call changed their
lives, it can change your life, too. Billy Joseph Stines, who served almost forty years at six churches
scattered around North and South Carolina, explores why you should listen to the call of Jesus. He
also urges readers to stop dismissing those parts of the Bible that do not fit their idea of who God is.
Instead of seeking peace through compromise, the goal must be to discover the truth – Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary acts 12: Books in Print Supplement , 1988
  coffman commentary acts 12: 1-3 John Matthew O. Sadiku, 2012-09 Every serious student of
the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical principles, and apply the truths to
his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students, pastors, and Bible teachers understand
the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the popular New International Version (NIV),
the author provides helpful commentary on the text verse-by-verse. This verse-by-verse commentary
is different from others in two respects. First, it is brief while some commentaries are unnecessarily
wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in outlook. This implies that we generally adhere to the
doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a literalist approach to the interpretation of the Bible. The
epistles of John represent a distinctive voice in the New Testament. John Wesley regarded them as
the deepest part of the holy scriptures. John's epistles have enriched and equipped Christians down
through the centuries. This commentary on the Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in
writing. John wrote to urge his readers to love one another, live in the truth, and watch for false
teachers.
  coffman commentary acts 12: Christians Too, Must Obey Wayne Talbot, 2018-01-05 Cursed
is the one who will not uphold the words of this Torah, to perform them; and the entire people shall
say, Amen (Deut. 27:26 TJB). King David wrote of Torah: The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
my soul . . . the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is
pure, enlightening the eyes (Ps. 19:78). He also wrote, I will delight myself in Your statutes, I will
not forget Your word. . . . Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it . . . I
will delight myself in Your commandments, which I love. . . . Your statutes have been my songs, in
the house of my pilgrimage. . . . The earth, O Lord, is full of Your mercy, teach me Your statutes (Ps.
119) Centuries later, Martin Luther wrote: The law, when it is in its true sense, doth nothing else but
reveal sin, engender wrath, accuse and terrify men, so that it bringeth them to the very brink of
desperation. This is the proper use of the law, and here it hath an end, and it ought to go no further.
Who was right? Was the Torah a gracious gift of a loving God, providing guidance for all generations
and for all time, or was its giving a malicious act of God against the children of Israel? Did Jesus
fulfill the law in such a way as to be not applicable to his followers even though his early followers,
the apostles, and disciples did not believe so, continuing to be Torah observant and practicing
Judaism in a Messianic context? When the Church of Rome condemned the Nazarenes as heretics,
were they not also proclaiming the Jewish followers of Jesus as heretics, including the twelve
apostles? This study attempts to answer those questions.
  coffman commentary acts 12: A Biblical Approach to Mission in Context Michael Ufok
Udoekpo, 2022-12-19 A Biblical Approach to Mission in Context is an erudite collection of twenty
essays with forewords and epilogue produced to honor Professor Teresa Okure’s contribution to the
study of biblical theology in context. It also stands in its own right as a vade mecum of current
trends in biblical scholarship, gender, and contextual hermeneutics. Written by an international
array of respected scholars—Okure’s colleagues, former students, siblings, and fellow
commentators—this volume includes detailed exegetical studies, discussion on theological methods
and contextual approaches from a variety of standpoints, and an effort to relate biblical exegesis,



theology, and inculturation—faith—hermeneutics to the current interest in social-contextual
interpretation that reflects values beyond the African context. In sum, the breadth of interests and
enthusiasm found in this volume is a testimony to the intellectual and pastoral vitalities and passion
that Teresa Okure herself brought to the discipline of biblical studies. The brief narrative of personal
encounter written by Bernadette Okure, SHCJ, forewords by John Cardinal Onaiyekan and Bishop
Camillus Raymond Umoh, as well as an insightful epilogue by Fr. Aniedi Okure, OP, provide
additional insight into the historical and socio-cultural contexts within which Okure’s formation and
contributions unfolded.
  coffman commentary acts 12: A Commentary on the Law of Evidence in Civil Issues Francis
Wharton, 1877
  coffman commentary acts 12: A Commentary on the Law of Evidence in Civil Issues Francis
Wharton, 2024-06-27 Reprint of the original, first published in 1877.
  coffman commentary acts 12: Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians: Bible
Study Notes and Comments David Pratte, 2019-01-16 Bible study notes and commentary on the New
Testament books of Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Emphasizes understanding the text with
practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and preachers,
while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint of faith in
the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include discussion of
these topics: * Redemption through Christ * The church in God's eternal purpose * Salvation by
grace through faith * The new life in Christ * Relations between husbands and wives, parents and
children * Victory over Satan by the armor of God * The Deity of Jesus * Joy in Christ #Bible
#BibleStudy
  coffman commentary acts 12: A Commentary on the Revelation of Jesus Christ with Old
Testament Allusions Bob Cunningham, 2020-06-07 Many people struggle with the book of Revelation
because it is filled with strange symbols, numbers and bizarre images of beasts and visions. A
blessing is promised (Rev 1:3) to all who read it but it cannot be received if one is intimidated by
engaging the book. The key to understanding it lies in the context in which it was written which is
the Old Testament. This book attempts to open up the reader to greater understanding of the book
by giving the Old Testament references that John's readers would have been familiar with for the
passages the Holy Spirit inspired John to write. .
  coffman commentary acts 12: Subject Guide to Books in Print , 1997
  coffman commentary acts 12: Commentary on Deuteronomy, the Fifth Book of Moses
James Burton Coffman, 1988
  coffman commentary acts 12: Books in Print , 1981
  coffman commentary acts 12: Life in the Son Robert Shank, 2024-06-18 A deep study on the
doctrine of eternal security Does one moment of faith secure a person's eternal destiny with
God--even if that person later stops following and trusting in Jesus? Or does a person have to keep
on trusting and following Jesus to remain in a saving relationship with God? Now expanded with new
chapters and research, this landmark book continues to offer one of the most penetrating studies on
the controversial doctrine of eternal security, perseverance, and apostasy in the New Testament.
Calling into question the popular once saved, always saved belief, internationally respected pastor
and scholar Dr. Robert Shank reveals that the question we should be asking is not, Is the believer
secure? but rather, What does it mean to be a believer? Straightforward, thorough, and grounded in
biblical understanding, this book warns Christians about dangers that could potentially lead a
believer to become an unbeliever (falling away from faith) and share in the unbeliever's eternal
condemnation.
  coffman commentary acts 12: Restoring the First-century Church in the Twenty-first
Century Warren Lewis, Hans Rollmann, 2005-10-15 'Restoring the First-century Church in the
Twenty-first Century: Essays on the Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement in Honor of Don
Haymes' is a snap-shot of a major American religious movement just after the turn of the
millennium. When the ÒDisciplesÓ of Alexander Campbell and the ÒChristiansÓ of Barton Warren



Stone joined forces early in the 19th century, the first indigenous ecumenical movement in the
United States came into being. Two hundred years later, this American experiment in biblical
primitivism has resulted in three, possibly four, large segments. Best known is the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), active wherever ecumenical Christians gather. The denomination is typically
theologically open, having been reshaped by theological Liberalism and the Social Gospel in the
twentieth century, and has been re-organized on the model of other Protestant bodies. The largest
group, the Churches of Christ, easily distinguished by their insistence on 'a cappella' music (singing
only), is theologically conservative, now tending towards the evangelical, and congregationally
autonomous, though with a denominational sense of brotherhood. The Christian Churches/Churches
of Christ (Independent) are a 'via media' between the two other bodies: theologically conservative
and evangelical, congregationally autonomous, pastorally oriented, and comfortable with
instrumental music. The fourth numerically significant group, the churches of Christ
(Anti-Institutional), is a conservative reaction to the 'a cappella' churches, much in the way that the
Southern ''a capella' churches reacted against the emerging intellectual culture and social location,
instrumental music and institutional centrism of the Northern Disciples following the Civil War.
Besides these four, numerous smaller fragments, typically one-article splinter groups, decorate the
history of the Restoration Movement: One-Cup brethren, Premillennialists, No-Sunday-School
congregations, No-Located-Preacher churches, and others. This movement to unite Christians on the
basis of faith and immersion in Jesus Christ, and to restore New-Testament Christianity, is too little
recognized on the American religious landscape, and it has been too little studied by the academic
community. This volume is focused primarily on the 'a cappella' churches and their interests, but
implications for the entire Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement abound. The voices that speak
freely within were unimpeded in authoring these essays by standards of orthodoxy imposed from
without. All of the contributors are acquainted with Don Haymes, the honoree of the volume, and
have been inspired by this friend and colleague, a man with a rigorous and earthy intellect and a
heavenly spirit. David Bundy, series editor Studies in the History and Culture of World Christianities
  coffman commentary acts 12: Gospel Herald , 1917
  coffman commentary acts 12: Cumulated Index to the Books , 1915
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