
coffman commentary acts 5
coffman commentary acts 5 offers an insightful and detailed examination of one of the pivotal
chapters in the Book of Acts, focusing on the early church’s development, the apostles’ bold witness,
and the challenges they faced. This commentary highlights the theological, historical, and practical
significance of Acts 5, where themes of faithfulness, divine intervention, and community integrity
emerge strongly. It explores key events such as Ananias and Sapphira’s deception, the apostles’
miraculous healing powers, and their steadfast commitment to spreading the gospel despite
persecution. By analyzing the text through Coffman’s perspective, readers gain a deeper
understanding of the early Christian community’s dynamics and the apostolic authority established by
the Holy Spirit. This article will systematically break down Coffman’s insights, providing a
comprehensive overview that benefits students, scholars, and anyone interested in biblical studies.
The following sections will guide through the main themes, events, and lessons drawn from coffman
commentary acts 5.

Overview of Acts 5 in Coffman Commentary

The Story of Ananias and Sapphira

Apostolic Miracles and Authority

Persecution and Apostolic Boldness

The Role of the High Priest and Sanhedrin

Lessons from Coffman Commentary on Acts 5

Overview of Acts 5 in Coffman Commentary
Coffman commentary acts 5 begins with a focus on the growth and challenges of the early church
following Pentecost. The chapter captures a critical moment where the believers’ integrity and
commitment to the gospel are tested. Coffman emphasizes that Acts 5 reveals the tension between
divine authority and human deception, highlighting the significance of truthfulness within the church
community. The chapter is divided into several key narratives that illustrate the apostles’ role as
God’s chosen messengers and the opposition they faced from religious leaders. This overview sets the
stage for a detailed analysis of each major event in Acts 5, providing a framework for understanding
the spiritual and communal lessons embedded in the text.

The Story of Ananias and Sapphira
One of the most striking episodes in Acts 5 is the account of Ananias and Sapphira, which Coffman
commentary acts 5 addresses with careful theological reflection. This story serves as a warning about
hypocrisy and dishonesty within the Christian community. Ananias and Sapphira sold a piece of
property but deceitfully withheld part of the proceeds while claiming to donate the full amount to the



church.

Deception and Divine Judgment
Coffman highlights that their sin was not merely financial but a breach of trust and integrity before
God and the church. The immediate and severe judgment they faced underscores the seriousness of
sin in the fellowship of believers. This event demonstrates that God’s holiness demands truthfulness
and transparency among His people.

Implications for Church Discipline
This incident also illustrates early church discipline as an act of maintaining purity and accountability
within the body of Christ. Coffman notes that the story serves as a precedent for confronting sin
within the community to preserve its spiritual health and witness.

Warning against hypocrisy

Emphasis on honesty in the church

Divine authority in church discipline

The consequences of sin in community

Apostolic Miracles and Authority
Coffman commentary acts 5 extensively discusses the miraculous signs performed by the apostles,
which validated their divine commission and authority. These miracles were critical in confirming the
apostles’ message and demonstrating God’s power working through them.

Healing and Deliverance
The apostles performed numerous healings, delivering people from diseases and unclean spirits.
Coffman points out that these acts of mercy not only attracted attention but also strengthened the
faith of the early believers and those who witnessed these wonders.

Authority in Teaching and Preaching
Beyond miracles, the apostles’ bold teaching was a testament to their empowered authority. Coffman
emphasizes that their fearless proclamation of the gospel, despite opposition, was a direct result of
the Holy Spirit’s guidance and endorsement.



Persecution and Apostolic Boldness
Acts 5 records how the apostles faced persecution from Jewish authorities, yet they remained
undeterred in their mission. Coffman commentary acts 5 explores the dynamic between persecution
and perseverance within the early church.

Imprisonment and Release
The apostles were arrested and imprisoned for preaching about Jesus, but an angel of the Lord
miraculously freed them. Coffman interprets this divine intervention as a sign that God’s plan for the
apostles could not be thwarted by human opposition.

Boldness in the Face of Opposition
Despite threats and beatings, the apostles continued teaching publicly. Coffman highlights that this
boldness reflects the transformative power of the Holy Spirit and the apostles’ unwavering
commitment to their calling.

The Role of the High Priest and Sanhedrin
The Jewish religious leaders, including the high priest and the Sanhedrin, play a significant role in the
opposition against the apostles. Coffman commentary acts 5 carefully analyzes their motivations and
responses.

Religious Authority Challenged
The Sanhedrin, representing established religious authority, saw the apostles as a threat to their
control and traditions. Coffman notes that this conflict illustrates the tension between the new
covenant proclaimed by the apostles and the old religious order.

Attempts to Silence the Apostles
Repeated attempts to silence the apostles through imprisonment and threats demonstrate the
intense resistance to the gospel. Coffman explains that these efforts ultimately failed because divine
authority superseded human power.

Lessons from Coffman Commentary on Acts 5
Several practical and theological lessons emerge from coffman commentary acts 5, making it a rich
resource for understanding early church dynamics and spiritual principles.



Integrity is essential. The story of Ananias and Sapphira teaches the critical importance of1.
honesty and sincerity within the Christian community.

Divine power validates the gospel. Apostolic miracles confirm the truth of the message and2.
the authority of those who proclaim it.

Persecution is part of the Christian journey. The apostles’ experience demonstrates that3.
faithful witness often invites opposition but also divine protection and vindication.

Spiritual authority transcends human institutions. The conflict with the Sanhedrin4.
highlights the supremacy of God’s kingdom over earthly powers.

Faithful community requires accountability. Church discipline, as seen in Acts 5, is5.
necessary to maintain holiness and witness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Acts 5 according to Coffman's
Commentary?
According to Coffman's Commentary, the main theme of Acts 5 is the continued growth and
challenges of the early church, highlighting the importance of obedience to God and the
consequences of deceit.

How does Coffman interpret the story of Ananias and
Sapphira in Acts 5?
Coffman interprets the story of Ananias and Sapphira as a stern warning against hypocrisy and lying
to the Holy Spirit, emphasizing the seriousness of integrity within the Christian community.

What does Coffman Commentary say about the apostles’
response to persecution in Acts 5?
Coffman notes that the apostles respond to persecution with boldness and faith, continuing to preach
the gospel despite threats, demonstrating the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

According to Coffman, what role do the miracles in Acts 5
play?
Coffman explains that the miracles performed by the apostles in Acts 5 serve to validate their
message and authority, confirming the divine approval of the early church's mission.



How does Coffman Commentary describe the reaction of the
Sanhedrin to the apostles in Acts 5?
Coffman describes the Sanhedrin’s reaction as one of frustration and anger, yet they are unable to
suppress the apostles' preaching, illustrating the unstoppable spread of the gospel.

What lesson does Coffman draw from the apostles being
arrested and then freed by an angel in Acts 5?
Coffman draws the lesson that God actively protects and empowers His messengers, ensuring that His
work continues despite opposition and imprisonment.

How does Coffman interpret Gamaliel’s advice in Acts 5?
Coffman interprets Gamaliel’s advice as a wise and pragmatic approach, suggesting that if the
apostles' movement is from God, it cannot be stopped, but if it is of human origin, it will fail on its
own.

What practical application does Coffman suggest from Acts 5
for modern believers?
Coffman suggests that modern believers should remain faithful, courageous, and honest in their walk
with God, learning from the early church's example of boldness and integrity amidst trials.

Additional Resources
1. The Acts of the Apostles: A Commentary by F.F. Bruce
This comprehensive commentary offers deep insights into the historical and theological context of the
Acts of the Apostles, including chapter 5. Bruce’s scholarly approach helps readers understand the
early church’s challenges and growth, shedding light on the significance of the apostles’ boldness and
miracles. It is an essential resource for those studying the New Testament and early Christian history.

2. Coffman Commentaries on the Bible: Acts by James Burton Coffman
James Burton Coffman’s commentary on Acts provides verse-by-verse explanations with a focus on
doctrinal clarity and practical application. The section on Acts 5 discusses the Ananias and Sapphira
incident, emphasizing lessons on honesty and the Holy Spirit’s role in the apostolic church. Coffman’s
work is valued for its straightforward, accessible style.

3. The New International Commentary on the New Testament: The Acts of the Apostles by F.F. Bruce
This detailed commentary explores Acts with scholarly precision, including the events of chapter 5
where the early church faces internal discipline and external opposition. Bruce highlights the
theological themes of divine judgment and the apostles’ unwavering commitment to their mission. It
is widely regarded as a standard academic resource.

4. Acts: An Exegetical Commentary by Craig S. Keener
Keener’s extensive two-volume commentary offers a thorough examination of Acts, blending
historical research with theological analysis. The treatment of chapter 5 covers the dynamics of the



early Christian community, the role of the Holy Spirit, and the apostles’ miraculous works. This
commentary is notable for its engagement with both ancient sources and contemporary scholarship.

5. The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Acts by John MacArthur
John MacArthur provides a verse-by-verse exposition of Acts with a strong focus on biblical doctrine
and practical application. In chapter 5, MacArthur discusses the seriousness of sin within the church
as demonstrated by Ananias and Sapphira’s story, emphasizing God's holiness and justice. His work is
popular among pastors and lay readers seeking clear teaching.

6. Acts: The NIV Application Commentary by Gary M. Burge
This commentary bridges the original biblical context with modern-day application, making it useful
for both study and sermon preparation. Burge’s insights into Acts 5 highlight the early church’s
reliance on the Holy Spirit and the consequences of deceit. The commentary encourages readers to
reflect on integrity and faithfulness in their own communities.

7. Acts (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries) by David G. Peterson
Peterson’s concise yet thorough commentary offers valuable background and theological reflection on
Acts 5. He explores the apostolic authority, communal life, and the manifestation of God’s power
through miracles. This work is especially helpful for students and pastors looking for a clear and
balanced treatment of the text.

8. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament by Craig S. Keener
While not a verse-by-verse commentary, this resource provides essential cultural and historical
background that illuminates the events of Acts 5. Keener explains the social and religious context of
the early church’s challenges, including the significance of Ananias and Sapphira’s actions. It is an
excellent supplement for deeper understanding of the text.

9. Exploring the Book of Acts: A Guide to the Early Church by John R.W. Stott
Stott’s accessible guide offers theological insights and practical lessons from Acts, including chapter
5’s dramatic account of church discipline and the apostles’ witness. His clear writing helps readers
grasp the significance of the Holy Spirit’s power and the call to holiness. This book is well-suited for
group study and personal reflection.
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  coffman commentary acts 5: First-Century Truth for a Twenty-First Century World David
Gibson, 2011-09-30 Can society function without a common standard of weights and measures,
currency, and time-keeping? Is competition in athletics possible without rules? But what about
religion? Is it left up to each person what to believe and practice, or is there a universal standard?
There is. God sent Jesus, not only to die as our Savior, but also to reveal an authoritative message
for our salvation. Jesus then transferred this message to the apostles. Guided by the Holy Spirit, they
in turn preached this message, which is now preserved in the New Testament. This is our standard
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today.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Commentary on the Book of Acts David Pratte, 2018-12 Bible
study notes and commentary on the New Testament Book of Acts. Emphasizes understanding the
text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and
preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint
of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include
discussion of these topics: * Examples of conversion * Establishment and history of the early church
* Work of the Holy Spirit in spiritual gifts and miracles * Gospel evangelism and salvation of sinners
* Testimony of the apostles as witnesses of the resurrection * Jesus' reign as King over His kingdom
* Pattern of worship, work, and organization in Jesus' church
  coffman commentary acts 5: Cover-Up Lawrence Goudge, 2012-05-30 The Christian church
hides a multitude of secrets; it is, after all, a mystery religion. For instance, what if Jesus did not
start Christianity? What if Paul, who knew Jesus only through visions, created it? In Cover-Up,
author and lay minister Lawrence Goudge disputes the Christian theology that has dominated the
world for millennia. Goudge, who has spent more than twenty-four years researching the suppressed
history of Jesuss Jewish followers, demonstrates how the church has corrupted Jesuss message.
Cover-Up takes an innovative and investigative approach to Christianity, St. Pauls credibility, and
ways in which theological truths have been concealed for two thousand years. Goudges analysis
debunks the myths and provides alternative theories. As hatred and heresy haunt Christianitys
shadows, this study addresses the intolerant nature of the Christian church and sets out to right the
wrongs by bringing the truth about the Nazarenes into the light of day. Goudges message presents
hope for a just world.
  coffman commentary acts 5: The Liberty Book John Bona, Don Schanzenbach, 2016-09-01
News reports bring to our ears daily stories of further intrusion in our lives and increased
regulations too many to number. America is losing its heritage of God-given freedoms, which were
originally derived from biblical teaching. We sense that our well-sung liberties are being lost to a
point of no return. The Liberty Book examines the Christian roots of liberty, idolatry, taxation,
foundations for freedom, the right to bear arms, the great freedom documents in history, pro-life and
liberty, land rights, social involvement, and more. With God’s help freedom can be revived. We must
all work to pull America back from the cliffs-edge fall into tyranny. Our nation is again in search of
genuine liberty under God. Discover what Bible-based liberty looks like and how it can be won for
you and your children.
  coffman commentary acts 5: A Biblical Approach to Mission in Context Michael Ufok
Udoekpo, 2022-12-19 A Biblical Approach to Mission in Context is an erudite collection of twenty
essays with forewords and epilogue produced to honor Professor Teresa Okure’s contribution to the
study of biblical theology in context. It also stands in its own right as a vade mecum of current
trends in biblical scholarship, gender, and contextual hermeneutics. Written by an international
array of respected scholars—Okure’s colleagues, former students, siblings, and fellow
commentators—this volume includes detailed exegetical studies, discussion on theological methods
and contextual approaches from a variety of standpoints, and an effort to relate biblical exegesis,
theology, and inculturation—faith—hermeneutics to the current interest in social-contextual
interpretation that reflects values beyond the African context. In sum, the breadth of interests and
enthusiasm found in this volume is a testimony to the intellectual and pastoral vitalities and passion
that Teresa Okure herself brought to the discipline of biblical studies. The brief narrative of personal
encounter written by Bernadette Okure, SHCJ, forewords by John Cardinal Onaiyekan and Bishop
Camillus Raymond Umoh, as well as an insightful epilogue by Fr. Aniedi Okure, OP, provide
additional insight into the historical and socio-cultural contexts within which Okure’s formation and
contributions unfolded.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Books in Print Supplement , 1988
  coffman commentary acts 5: Praying to Jesus Andrew Hallenbeck, 2011-06-08 Andrew
Hallenbeck's new book, Praying to Jesus, is an encyclopedia of information that absolutely



devastates the antagonistic viewpoint that it is wrong to speak to Christ. With a vast body of
evidence, both ancient and modern, he biblically and logically has argued that communication with
our Savior is entirely in harmony with biblical teaching. His extensive material on Stephen's prayer
to Christ, as this first Christian martyr was being stoned, is unique and unanswerable. -- Wayne
Jackson, foreword
  coffman commentary acts 5: 1-3 John:A Pentecostal Commentary Dr. Matthew N. O.
Sadiku, 2012-09-06 Every serious student of the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the
biblical principles, and apply the truths to his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students,
pastors, and Bible teachers understand the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the
popular New International Version (NIV), the author provides helpful commentary on the text
verse-by-verse. This verse-by-verse commentary is different from others in two respects. First, it is
brief while some commentaries are unnecessarily wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in
outlook. This implies that we generally adhere to the doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a
literalist approach to the interpretation of the Bible. The epistles of John represent a distinctive
voice in the New Testament. John Wesley regarded them as the “deepest part of the holy scriptures.”
John’s epistles have enriched and equipped Christians down through the centuries. This commentary
on the Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in writing. John wrote to urge his readers
to love one another, live in the truth, and watch for false teachers.
  coffman commentary acts 5: The Decalogue in the Sermon on the Mount Dan Lioy, 2004 In
this work, Dan Lioy first investigates the biblical concept of the law. He then conducts a
thoroughgoing analysis of the Decalogue and the Sermon on the Mount. He gives particular
attention to the connection between these two great bodies of biblical literature. The result is a
comprehensive study that argues for the enduring relevance of the moral law. This volume is
appropriate for personal study and is also suitable as a college and seminary text.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Minor Prophets in a Major Key Chris Woodall, 2018-01-24 All
Scripture is God-breathed, but not every portion of it is embraced by Christians with equal vigor.
Tribal lists, specific sacrificial obligations, seemingly endless genealogical records, and apparently
gratuitous acts of warfare are readily scanned over. But could the minor prophets be added to that
list? Should they be? They certainly seem more difficult to locate for many of us than, say, the books
of Moses or the Psalms. The writer is clear in his assessment from the start, positing that our
relative ignorance of these twelve books, tucked away at the end of the Old Testament, impinges
negatively on the Christian believer's walk. Covering a period of around four hundred years, each
book is revealed through two contextual settings: the historical and that which was personal to the
individual pensmith, before a brief overview reveals the main points of that author's writing. The
bulk of each chapter is concerned with the Major Key of the title. Taking a verse or two from each of
the minor prophets, Chris Woodall develops a theme to bring practical application with a potentially
positive impact to life as a Christian in the twenty-first century from lessons over two-and-a-half
thousand years old.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Books in Print , 1981
  coffman commentary acts 5: 1-3 John Matthew O. Sadiku, 2012-09 Every serious student of
the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical principles, and apply the truths to
his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students, pastors, and Bible teachers understand
the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the popular New International Version (NIV),
the author provides helpful commentary on the text verse-by-verse. This verse-by-verse commentary
is different from others in two respects. First, it is brief while some commentaries are unnecessarily
wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in outlook. This implies that we generally adhere to the
doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a literalist approach to the interpretation of the Bible. The
epistles of John represent a distinctive voice in the New Testament. John Wesley regarded them as
the deepest part of the holy scriptures. John's epistles have enriched and equipped Christians down
through the centuries. This commentary on the Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in
writing. John wrote to urge his readers to love one another, live in the truth, and watch for false



teachers.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Just Follow Jesus Billy Joseph Stines, 2019-12-18 Who were the
men called by Jesus? Among the twelve disciples were two sets of brothers – Peter and Andrew,
James and John – and a man named Matthew. If we were selecting individuals to follow Jesus, these
men would have never been on our list. But Jesus saw something in them we could never see. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John made their livelihood fishing in the Sea of Galilee. Matthew collected taxes
for the hated Roman empire. Each was an average man just going about his daily business. But Jesus
turned their lives upside down by calling to them, saying, “Follow me.” Just as his call changed their
lives, it can change your life, too. Billy Joseph Stines, who served almost forty years at six churches
scattered around North and South Carolina, explores why you should listen to the call of Jesus. He
also urges readers to stop dismissing those parts of the Bible that do not fit their idea of who God is.
Instead of seeking peace through compromise, the goal must be to discover the truth – Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians: Bible
Study Notes and Comments David Pratte, 2019-01-16 Bible study notes and commentary on the New
Testament books of Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Emphasizes understanding the text with
practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and preachers,
while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint of faith in
the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include discussion of
these topics: * Redemption through Christ * The church in God's eternal purpose * Salvation by
grace through faith * The new life in Christ * Relations between husbands and wives, parents and
children * Victory over Satan by the armor of God * The Deity of Jesus * Joy in Christ #Bible
#BibleStudy
  coffman commentary acts 5: Christians Too, Must Obey Wayne Talbot, 2018-01-05 Cursed
is the one who will not uphold the words of this Torah, to perform them; and the entire people shall
say, Amen (Deut. 27:26 TJB). King David wrote of Torah: The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
my soul . . . the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is
pure, enlightening the eyes (Ps. 19:78). He also wrote, I will delight myself in Your statutes, I will
not forget Your word. . . . Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it . . . I
will delight myself in Your commandments, which I love. . . . Your statutes have been my songs, in
the house of my pilgrimage. . . . The earth, O Lord, is full of Your mercy, teach me Your statutes (Ps.
119) Centuries later, Martin Luther wrote: The law, when it is in its true sense, doth nothing else but
reveal sin, engender wrath, accuse and terrify men, so that it bringeth them to the very brink of
desperation. This is the proper use of the law, and here it hath an end, and it ought to go no further.
Who was right? Was the Torah a gracious gift of a loving God, providing guidance for all generations
and for all time, or was its giving a malicious act of God against the children of Israel? Did Jesus
fulfill the law in such a way as to be not applicable to his followers even though his early followers,
the apostles, and disciples did not believe so, continuing to be Torah observant and practicing
Judaism in a Messianic context? When the Church of Rome condemned the Nazarenes as heretics,
were they not also proclaiming the Jewish followers of Jesus as heretics, including the twelve
apostles? This study attempts to answer those questions.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Subject Guide to Books in Print , 1997
  coffman commentary acts 5: Bible Understanding Made Easy Volume V Anthony L. Norwood,
2018-08-01 Take the mystery out of Johns Gospel! This is a helpful tool to understand the divinity of
Jesus, his love for us, and Gods true plan of salvation.
  coffman commentary acts 5: Commentary on Deuteronomy, the Fifth Book of Moses James
Burton Coffman, 1988
  coffman commentary acts 5: The Publishers' Trade List Annual , 1985
  coffman commentary acts 5: Bearing Yhwh’s Name at Sinai Carmen Joy Imes, 2023-06-21
The Name Command (NC) is usually interpreted as a prohibition against speaking Yhwh’s name in a
particular context: false oaths, wrongful pronunciation, irreverent worship, magical practices,
cursing, false teaching, and the like. However, the NC lacks the contextual specification needed to



support the command as speech related. Taking seriously the narrative context at Sinai and the
closest lexical parallels, a different picture emerges—one animated by concrete rituals and their
associated metaphorical concepts. The unique phrase ns' shm is one of several expressions arising
from the conceptual metaphor, election as branding, that finds analogies in high-priest regalia as
well as in various ways of claiming ownership in the Ancient Near East, such as inscribed
monuments, the use of seals, and the branding of slaves. The NC presupposes that Yhwh has claimed
Israel by placing Yhwh’s own name on her. In this light, the first two commands of the Decalogue
reinforce the two sides of the covenant declaration: “I will be your God; you will be my people.” The
first expresses the demand for exclusive worship and the second calls for proper representation. As
a consequence, the NC invites a richer exploration of what it means to be a people in covenant with
Yhwh—a people bearing his name among the nations. It also points to what is at stake when Israel
carries that name “in vain.” The image of bearing Yhwh’s name offers a rich source for theological
and ethical reflection that cannot be conveyed nonmetaphorically without distortion or loss of
meaning.
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