
coffman commentary john 18
coffman commentary john 18 offers an insightful and detailed analysis of one of the
most pivotal chapters in the Gospel of John. John 18 narrates the arrest of Jesus, his trial
before the Jewish authorities, and Peter’s denial, events that are central to the Passion
narrative. This commentary provides historical context, theological reflections, and
exegetical explanations to deepen the understanding of the text. It highlights the interplay
between divine sovereignty and human responsibility, the fulfillment of prophecy, and the
contrasting responses to Jesus’ identity. By exploring the characters, settings, and
dialogues in John 18, the Coffman commentary helps readers grasp the profound spiritual
and doctrinal implications embedded in this chapter. The following sections will guide
through key themes, character studies, and theological insights found within coffman
commentary john 18.

Historical and Cultural Context of John 18

Analysis of Jesus’ Arrest

Peter’s Denial and Human Weakness

Jesus Before the Jewish Authorities

Theological Themes in John 18

Historical and Cultural Context of John 18
Understanding the historical and cultural background of John 18 is essential for interpreting
the events described. The chapter takes place during the Passover, a significant Jewish
festival commemorating the Exodus from Egypt. The political and religious tension between
Roman authorities, Jewish leaders, and Jesus’ followers forms the backdrop for the
narrative. The Jewish leaders sought to arrest Jesus without causing a public disturbance,
which influenced the manner of his apprehension. The setting reflects the complex
dynamics of power, law, and tradition in first-century Judea.

The Significance of Passover
Passover sets the stage for the events of John 18, linking Jesus’ impending sacrifice to the
liberation themes of the festival. This timing underscores the messianic expectations and
the gravity of Jesus’ mission. According to coffman commentary john 18, the Passover
context intensifies the narrative by juxtaposing Jesus as the Lamb of God with the lambs
sacrificed during the festival.



Roman and Jewish Authority
The chapter illustrates the tension between Roman political power and Jewish religious
authority. The Jewish leaders had limited power under Roman rule, which is evident in how
they handle Jesus’ trial. Coffman commentary highlights the collaboration and conflict
between these authorities, emphasizing the trial’s legality and the political motivations
behind it.

Analysis of Jesus’ Arrest
John 18 opens with the arrest of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, an event marked by
both divine intention and human action. The narrative conveys Jesus’ control over the
situation despite his apparent vulnerability. According to coffman commentary john 18, this
arrest is not a defeat but a fulfillment of Jesus’ purpose as the Messiah.

Jesus’ Awareness and Submission
The commentary stresses Jesus’ deliberate approach to the arrest, noting his question,
“Whom do you seek?” This reflects his authority and willingness to submit to the Father’s
will. His calm demeanor contrasts with the fear and confusion of the arresting party,
highlighting the divine plan at work.

The Role of Judas Iscariot
Judas’ betrayal is a critical element in the arrest narrative. Coffman commentary analyzes
Judas’ motivations and the irony of his role as the betrayer. The act of betrayal fulfills Old
Testament prophecies and sets in motion the events leading to the crucifixion.

Peter’s Denial and Human Weakness
One of the most poignant moments in John 18 is Peter’s denial of Jesus, which exemplifies
human frailty and fear. This episode provides a contrast to Jesus’ steadfastness and serves
as a lesson on repentance and forgiveness.

Peter’s Confidence and Failure
Initially, Peter expresses bold loyalty to Jesus, but under pressure, he denies knowing him
three times. Coffman commentary john 18 interprets this as a natural human response to
fear and self-preservation, revealing the challenges of discipleship.



Symbolism of the Rooster Crow
The rooster crowing is a powerful symbol reminding Peter of Jesus’ prediction and his own
weakness. This moment calls for self-examination and highlights the need for grace in the
face of failure.

Jesus Before the Jewish Authorities
Jesus’ trial before Annas and Caiaphas, the high priest, is central in John 18. The
interrogation reveals the religious leaders’ fear, misunderstanding, and determination to
eliminate Jesus.

The Interrogation by Annas
Coffman commentary points out that Annas, though not the official high priest at the time,
wielded significant influence. His questioning aims to trap Jesus into incriminating himself,
but Jesus responds with calm authority.

Caiaphas’ Role in the Trial
Caiaphas, the high priest, represents the official religious authority. His involvement in
Jesus’ condemnation reflects the political and theological stakes. Coffman commentary
highlights Caiaphas’ unwitting role in fulfilling prophecy through his actions.

Jesus’ Silence and Authority
Throughout the trial, Jesus often remains silent or gives measured responses. This behavior
demonstrates his control over the situation and fulfills prophetic expectations of the
Messiah’s suffering. The commentary emphasizes the significance of Jesus’ composure
under pressure.

Theological Themes in John 18
Beyond the narrative details, coffman commentary john 18 explores profound theological
themes that emerge from this chapter. These themes deepen the understanding of Jesus’
identity and mission.

Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility
The chapter portrays a complex interaction between God’s sovereign plan and human
actions. While Jesus’ arrest and trial fulfill divine prophecy, human agents act out of fear,
jealousy, and zeal. The commentary underscores this tension as fundamental to the Passion
narrative.



The Fulfillment of Prophecy
Coffman commentary highlights how John 18 fulfills numerous Old Testament prophecies
concerning the Messiah’s suffering, betrayal, and rejection. This fulfillment authenticates
Jesus’ messianic role and God’s faithfulness to His promises.

The Contrast Between Light and Darkness
The imagery of light and darkness pervades John’s Gospel, and John 18 continues this
theme. Jesus, the Light of the World, faces the forces of darkness represented by the Jewish
authorities and Judas. The commentary explores this symbolic conflict as central to the
chapter’s message.

Lessons from John 18

Understanding the nature of true discipleship through Peter’s denial

Recognizing Jesus’ authority even in moments of apparent weakness

Appreciating the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan despite human opposition

Reflecting on the moral and spiritual challenges presented by betrayal and fear

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Coffman's commentary on
John 18?
Coffman's commentary on John 18 primarily focuses on the arrest of Jesus, highlighting the
fulfillment of prophecy and the faithfulness of Jesus amidst betrayal and suffering.

How does Coffman interpret the role of Judas in John
18?
Coffman interprets Judas as a tragic figure whose betrayal was foretold and necessary for
the fulfillment of God's plan, emphasizing the inevitability of Jesus' passion.

What insights does Coffman provide about Peter's
denial in John 18?
Coffman explains Peter's denial as a moment of human weakness and fear, but also
underscores the eventual restoration and forgiveness Peter receives, illustrating God's



grace.

How does Coffman explain the significance of Jesus'
arrest in John 18?
Coffman views Jesus' arrest as a pivotal moment that demonstrates Jesus' submission to
God's will, fulfilling scripture and setting the stage for the crucifixion and resurrection.

According to Coffman's commentary, what theological
themes are present in John 18?
Coffman highlights themes such as divine sovereignty, prophecy fulfillment, human
weakness, and redemption, all of which are evident in the events described in John 18.

Additional Resources
1. Coffman’s Commentary on John 18: A Verse-by-Verse Study
This book offers an in-depth exploration of John 18, providing detailed verse-by-verse
commentary based on James Burton Coffman’s insights. It helps readers understand the
historical and theological context of Jesus’ arrest and trial. Ideal for students and pastors
seeking a comprehensive study tool.

2. Understanding the Passion: John 18 Through Coffman’s Lens
Focused on the passion narrative in John 18, this book uses Coffman’s commentary to
illuminate the events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion. It highlights key themes such as
betrayal, courage, and fulfillment of prophecy. The author integrates Coffman’s
interpretations with contemporary application.

3. John 18 Explained: Insights from James Burton Coffman
This resource breaks down the complexities of John 18 with Coffman’s clear and accessible
commentary. It discusses the political and religious tensions present during Jesus’ arrest.
The book is designed for both personal devotion and group Bible study.

4. The Trial of Jesus in John 18: Coffman’s Perspective
Focused on the legal and spiritual aspects of Jesus’ trial, this book uses Coffman’s
commentary to shed light on the interactions between Jesus, Pilate, and the Jewish leaders.
It explores the significance of truth and justice in the passage. Readers gain a deeper
understanding of the trial’s narrative and meaning.

5. Coffman Commentary and the Arrest of Christ in John 18
This title delves into the details of Jesus’ arrest as narrated in John 18, guided by Coffman’s
thorough commentary. It examines the role of Judas, the use of force, and Jesus’
submission to God’s plan. The book is helpful for those studying the passion story in detail.

6. Jesus Before Pilate: A Coffman Commentary Study on John 18
Focusing specifically on the encounter between Jesus and Pilate, this book uses Coffman’s
insights to explore themes of authority, innocence, and political pressure. It places the
dialogue within its historical context and theological significance. The study aids readers in



grasping the complexity of this pivotal moment.

7. Exploring John 18 with Coffman: The Path to Crucifixion
This book guides readers through John 18, using Coffman’s commentary to highlight the
narrative progression toward the crucifixion. It emphasizes the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy and Jesus’ steadfastness. Suitable for those preparing sermons or seeking a
deeper devotional experience.

8. Coffman’s Commentary on the Betrayal and Arrest in John 18
Centered on the betrayal by Judas and the subsequent arrest, this book provides a detailed
analysis informed by Coffman’s notes. It reflects on the human and divine elements present
in these events. Readers are encouraged to reflect on loyalty, sacrifice, and divine
providence.

9. John 18 in Context: Coffman’s Biblical Commentary
This volume places John 18 within the broader Gospel narrative, using Coffman’s
commentary to connect the passage to themes of Messiahship and redemption. It offers
historical background and theological reflections that enhance understanding. Perfect for
scholars and laypeople alike interested in a holistic view.
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  coffman commentary john 18: The Gospel According to the Trinity Nicholas S. Perez,
2025-04-22 The gospel begins with God. God exists eternally as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. How
does what we believe about the Trinity impact the redemption of people before time began, in time,
all the way to when time is no more? In The Gospel According to Trinity, Nicholas S. Perez takes
readers from eternity to eternity, exploring the work of the triune God in redeeming people. While
considering arguments from within his own ecclesiastical setting, the Stone-Campbell Movement, he
challenges understandings of the outworking of redemption that do not maintain Trinitarian
harmony and agreement between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The result is a more
consistent view of the gospel within a Trinitarian framework.
  coffman commentary john 18: First-Century Truth for a Twenty-First Century World
David Gibson, 2011-09-30 Can society function without a common standard of weights and
measures, currency, and time-keeping? Is competition in athletics possible without rules? But what
about religion? Is it left up to each person what to believe and practice, or is there a universal
standard? There is. God sent Jesus, not only to die as our Savior, but also to reveal an authoritative
message for our salvation. Jesus then transferred this message to the apostles. Guided by the Holy
Spirit, they in turn preached this message, which is now preserved in the New Testament. This is
our standard today.
  coffman commentary john 18: 1-3 John:A Pentecostal Commentary Dr. Matthew N. O. Sadiku,
2012-09-06 Every serious student of the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical
principles, and apply the truths to his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students,
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pastors, and Bible teachers understand the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the
popular New International Version (NIV), the author provides helpful commentary on the text
verse-by-verse. This verse-by-verse commentary is different from others in two respects. First, it is
brief while some commentaries are unnecessarily wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in
outlook. This implies that we generally adhere to the doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a
literalist approach to the interpretation of the Bible. The epistles of John represent a distinctive
voice in the New Testament. John Wesley regarded them as the “deepest part of the holy scriptures.”
John’s epistles have enriched and equipped Christians down through the centuries. This commentary
on the Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in writing. John wrote to urge his readers
to love one another, live in the truth, and watch for false teachers.
  coffman commentary john 18: A Commentary on the Revelation of Jesus Christ with Old
Testament Allusions Bob Cunningham, 2020-06-07 Many people struggle with the book of Revelation
because it is filled with strange symbols, numbers and bizarre images of beasts and visions. A
blessing is promised (Rev 1:3) to all who read it but it cannot be received if one is intimidated by
engaging the book. The key to understanding it lies in the context in which it was written which is
the Old Testament. This book attempts to open up the reader to greater understanding of the book
by giving the Old Testament references that John's readers would have been familiar with for the
passages the Holy Spirit inspired John to write. .
  coffman commentary john 18: Open Wide the Gates Brian D. Cunnington, 2023-10-13 The
culture wars show no sign of abating. Same-sex sexuality continues to be one of the most brutal and
bloody fronts in those wars and Christians, the fiercest combatants. Friendships, families, churches,
and denominations continue to draw their lines-in-the-sand, split, and go their separate ways.
Meanwhile, the lives of many, young and old, are deeply scarred and some even lost in the crossfire.
It doesn't have to be that way! Challenging the arguments that perpetuate that conflict, Open Wide
the Gates presents a carefully developed biblical, theological, and ethical argument for the welcome,
affirmation, and inclusion of gays and lesbians in the life and ministry of the local church. Its irenic
tone and clearly articulated presentation provides pastors, denominational leaders, and concerned
laypeople with a reliable guide for navigating these often-turbulent waters. In this comprehensive
study, Brian D. Cunnington points to a path forward, a path for following Jesus in the twenty-first
century characterized by grace, love, and hope; a path that demonstrates the radical presence of
God's kingdom here on earth for all people, regardless of their sexual orientation.
  coffman commentary john 18: Some Critical Themes In The Old Testament Rev. Emmanuel
W. Chea Jr., 2025-09-21 There has been no religious leader or theologian who has provided definite
answers to critical themes like who the wife of Cain was, clarification on the sons of God taking unto
themselves the daughters of man as wives, why Adam said, “Now this is bone of my bones and flesh
of my flesh,” etc. In this book these poignant questions and many more are addressed.
  coffman commentary john 18: Eternal Security Lloyd A. Olson, 2007-11 This book is a must
read for three reasons. First, no other book can compare. It is the most comprehensive work
affirming Eternal Security in the history of Christendom! Second, Dr. Olson uses his experience
gained as a Lutheran pastor and evangelist to compare the arguments for and against eternal
security side by side. Third, critical aspects of theology underlying Eternal Security that are
customarily overlooked or avoided are integrated into each passage as a Theological Tidbit.
  coffman commentary john 18: Just Follow Jesus Billy Joseph Stines, 2019-12-18 Who were
the men called by Jesus? Among the twelve disciples were two sets of brothers – Peter and Andrew,
James and John – and a man named Matthew. If we were selecting individuals to follow Jesus, these
men would have never been on our list. But Jesus saw something in them we could never see. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John made their livelihood fishing in the Sea of Galilee. Matthew collected taxes
for the hated Roman empire. Each was an average man just going about his daily business. But Jesus
turned their lives upside down by calling to them, saying, “Follow me.” Just as his call changed their
lives, it can change your life, too. Billy Joseph Stines, who served almost forty years at six churches
scattered around North and South Carolina, explores why you should listen to the call of Jesus. He



also urges readers to stop dismissing those parts of the Bible that do not fit their idea of who God is.
Instead of seeking peace through compromise, the goal must be to discover the truth – Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary john 18: I Recommend Jesus Rev. Dr. Laurie Mcdonald-Albert,
2019-07-08 Hebrews is the unveiling of the Mosaic laws and ceremonies that particularly point to
Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the law. If we take one verse each day and comprehend it as well as
apply it to our lives, we will find it to be a life-changing experience.
  coffman commentary john 18: 1-3 John Matthew O. Sadiku, 2012-09 Every serious student of
the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical principles, and apply the truths to
his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students, pastors, and Bible teachers understand
the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the popular New International Version (NIV),
the author provides helpful commentary on the text verse-by-verse. This verse-by-verse commentary
is different from others in two respects. First, it is brief while some commentaries are unnecessarily
wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in outlook. This implies that we generally adhere to the
doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a literalist approach to the interpretation of the Bible. The
epistles of John represent a distinctive voice in the New Testament. John Wesley regarded them as
the deepest part of the holy scriptures. John's epistles have enriched and equipped Christians down
through the centuries. This commentary on the Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in
writing. John wrote to urge his readers to love one another, live in the truth, and watch for false
teachers.
  coffman commentary john 18: The Prophecy That Is Shaping History Jon Mark Ruthven, Jon
Ruthven, 2003 Millions of Jews, Christians, and Muslims believe that a 2,500-year-old prophecy is
about to be fulfilled: a global, apocalyptic jihad of many nations against the tiny state of Israel,
whose recent re-emergence in its traditional land has sparked unrelenting rage and attack.
Repeated resolutions passed in the United Nations reflect world-wide and nearly unanimous hostility
against the so-called Zionist entityeven to the point of denying its right to exist. Most news media
and political analysts seem unaware of the ancient prophecy that not only predicts this apocalyptic
war, but also, amazingly, how this prophecy by Ezekiel (chapters 3644) provides the scenario for
numerous best-selling books in both the English-speaking and Muslim worlds! These best sellers not
only describe this great conflagration, but actually also motivate their readers to prepare for it! The
Prophecy That Is Shaping History represents a major advance in research and scholarship in
examining the historical and contemporary impact of Ezekielʼs prophecy on world events. This
academic monograph also offers a wealth of new evidence in tracing the identities, origins, and
ultimate destinies of the key nations of Ezekielʼs prophecy who are seen to participate in what
millions believe will be the most horrific battle the world will ever witness.
  coffman commentary john 18: 1 and 2 Peter Dr Matthew O Sadiku, Matthew N. O. Sadiku,
2013-07 Every serious student of the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical
principles, and apply the truths to his or her life. This commentary is designed to help students,
pastors, and Bible teachers understand 1 and 2 Peter in a simple manner. Working from the popular
New International Version (NIV), the author provides helpful commentary on the text verse by verse.
This verse-by-verse commentary is different from others in two respects. First, it is brief while some
commentaries are unnecessarily wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in outlook. This
implies that we generally adhere to the doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a literalist approach
to the interpretation of the Bible. The major aim of this commentary is to expose readers to 1 and 2
Peter. Life is tough and difficult in general. Unfortunately, many Christians have been taught that
they should only experience joys of being God's saints. In 1 Peter, Peter writes primarily for the
readers of the epistle to stand firm in the true grace of God in the face of persecution and suffering.
In 2 Peter, Peter writes to warn Christians about false teachers and to urge them to grow in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary john 18: Give Me a Sign Kendall Conger, 2023-09-19 The Gospel of
John concisely captures volumes of thought and feeling in an original and bare-boned sketch. A
slower unpacking of this narrative outline is powerfully compelling in presenting Jesus as the central



figure in history whose supernatural life is the only explanation for the Gospel's existence and its
global impact. The reader will see why John is considered by many to be the greatest literary work of
all time, and why Jesus is the preeminent figure in literary and human history. For believer and
unbeliever, it is important (and culturally relevant) to really grasp the one story and the one person
who has captivated and changed the world more than any other.
  coffman commentary john 18: Seventy Weeks Prophecy: How the Bible Foretold the Year
Jesus(As) and Muhammad(Saw) Will Come on Earth Pedro C. Arceno Jr, 2020-09-10 Volume One of
this book will discuss about the true gospel of Jesus(as) which is about the imminent coming of the
Son of Man and the establishment of the universal Kingdom of God on earth. We will emphasize the
fact that the entire ministry of Jesus(as) is all about the good news of the imminent fulfillment of the
“Son of Man Prophecy” and the “Kingdom of God Prophecy” of Prophet Daniel(as) as written in the
Bible. Based on the correct context and interpretation, the Son of Man mentioned by Jesus(as) refers
to Prophet Muhammad(saw) and the Kingdom of God refers to Islam. Volume Two will discuss about
the fulfillment of the 70 Weeks Prophecy of Prophet Daniel(as). That this prophecy is actually a
countdown to know the year Jesus(as) and Muhammad(saw) will come on earth. Jesus(as) is
expected to arrive in the 69th Week of the countdown, and Prophet Muhammad(saw) will arrive in
the 70th Week of the countdown. Its exact fulfillment in history (such as the year of their birth, the
starting year of their ministry and the year their respective messianic mission will be accomplished)
is a miracle or sign from Allah swt (Qur’an 20:133) and a clear evidence (Qur’an 61:6) attesting the
veracity of the prophethood of both Jesus(as) and Muhammad(saw). This will explain to us why there
are Jews who knew what time or year Jesus(as) will arrive on earth; and why there were Jews in
Yathrib Arabia who knew what time or year Muhammad(saw) will emerge as Messenger of God.
  coffman commentary john 18: Freedom William E. Bradley, 2011-02 Bill Bradley has done
those who love God's Word a great favor. His excellent commentary of the Gospel of John is unique
for a couple of significant reasons. It is both concise and yet detailed. Also Bill gives a perspective
from personal convictions and experiences. This book will be a valued addition to anyone's collection
of commentaries. I recommend it to all who love God's Word. Donald A. De Luke, West Monroe, LS.
Pulpit Preacher at Jackson Street Church of Christ.
  coffman commentary john 18: Biblical Studies on the Internet Roland H. Worth, Jr.,
2008-09-18 The new edition includes more than 4,800 resources available at more than 10,000
Internet sites that provide information on a range of biblical study topics including Bible translations
in English and other languages, audio translations of the Bible in English and other languages,
commentaries, dictionaries, and other resource materials including ones in Greek, Hebrew and other
ancient languages. The author also has adopted a new method of referencing and cataloging the
most widely used web pages to facilitate a major expansion of resources without increasing the
physical length of the book itself. In cases when ten or more resources are listed on a single web
page, the author has assigned the web page a three-digit code. The code is used to identify this web
page as a major resource within the main text, while any needed instructions for use of the site are
cross-referenced separately in the final chapter. In adopting this concise method, the author was
able to add hundreds of additional or updated web resources, a surprising number of which can be
downloaded onto a hard drive for immediate and continued use.
  coffman commentary john 18: Minor Prophets in a Major Key Chris Woodall, 2018-01-24
All Scripture is God-breathed, but not every portion of it is embraced by Christians with equal vigor.
Tribal lists, specific sacrificial obligations, seemingly endless genealogical records, and apparently
gratuitous acts of warfare are readily scanned over. But could the minor prophets be added to that
list? Should they be? They certainly seem more difficult to locate for many of us than, say, the books
of Moses or the Psalms. The writer is clear in his assessment from the start, positing that our
relative ignorance of these twelve books, tucked away at the end of the Old Testament, impinges
negatively on the Christian believer's walk. Covering a period of around four hundred years, each
book is revealed through two contextual settings: the historical and that which was personal to the
individual pensmith, before a brief overview reveals the main points of that author's writing. The



bulk of each chapter is concerned with the Major Key of the title. Taking a verse or two from each of
the minor prophets, Chris Woodall develops a theme to bring practical application with a potentially
positive impact to life as a Christian in the twenty-first century from lessons over two-and-a-half
thousand years old.
  coffman commentary john 18: Job 38-42 David J. A. Clines, 2011-11-21 Complete the Old
Testament series of the Word Biblical Commentary with Dr. David Clines’ monumental study of Job.
Volume 18B is devoted entirely to the response of the Lord from the tempest to Job, together with
the replies of Job (Job 38–42), presenting the Lord's own explanation of his manifold purposes in
creation and bringing to an unexpected conclusion Job's dramatic quest for justice. Difficult portions
of the Hebrew text are thoroughly handled, but the commentary is written for the non-technical
reader and scholar alike. Clines uncovers the driving force of the argument and the drama of the
book. The Explanation sections at the end of each chapter brilliantly summarize the views of the
speakers and offer thoughtful reflections on their theological value. The volume concludes with a
unique 250-page bibliography of virtually everything that has been written about the Book of Job,
including its influence on art, music and literature. Features include: Complete new translation and
verse by verse commentary on the Book of Job, in constant dialogue with other commentators
Extensive scholarly notes on the Hebrew text of the book and its many obscure terms Unparalleled
bibliography gives sweeping coverage of all aspects of the Book of Job from scholarly books to art,
literature, and music
  coffman commentary john 18: In the House of My Pilgrimage Donald Sheehan, 2023-09-19
Don Sheehan’s early life, plagued by his father’s alcoholic violence, was at the same time blessed by
the good stories this intelligent man read aloud to his children. In his teens, unhappy in school, Don
joined a street gang and then the Army Reserves, where he found he had renounced violence. On his
eighteenth birthday, happening upon his post library, he walked straight to a book of Japanese
poems. It went, in turn, straight to his heart, for eight hours. He’d come home at last. The house of
Don’s pilgrimage encompasses a wide territory: spiritual, lyric, scholarly, usually all at once. At our
best, what we can take from engaging these essays is a way of falling into the heart to embrace,
suffer, and, in Christ, transfigure the world’s “ruining oppositions.” In doing so, we fulfill what St.
Maximus the Confessor saw as our human calling: to unify the polarities embedded in God’s creation
and thus make, not only ourselves, but all Creation whole.
  coffman commentary john 18: Ancient Egypt and the Old Testament John D. Currid,
1997-11 An enlightening guide to Egyptian influences on Israelite history. Includes illustrations.
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