contemporary residential building details

contemporary residential building details represent an essential aspect of modern architecture,
blending functionality with aesthetic appeal to create homes that are both stylish and practical. These
details encompass a wide range of elements, from structural components and materials to innovative
design features and sustainable technologies. Understanding contemporary residential building details
is crucial for architects, builders, and homeowners aiming to achieve efficient, durable, and visually
appealing living spaces. This article explores the key aspects of contemporary residential construction,
including exterior and interior detailing, material selection, energy efficiency strategies, and the
integration of smart home technologies. Each section highlights the latest trends and best practices to
provide a comprehensive overview of what defines contemporary residential building today. The
discussion also emphasizes the importance of combining architectural innovation with environmental
responsibility to meet modern lifestyle demands. Following this introduction, the article outlines the

main topics covered in the table of contents below.
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Key Characteristics of Contemporary Residential Building

Details

Contemporary residential building details focus on simplicity, clean lines, and the seamless integration
of indoor and outdoor spaces. Modern designs often emphasize open floor plans and natural light,
enhancing the sense of space and connectivity within the home environment. These details reflect the
latest architectural trends that prioritize minimalism, functionality, and sustainability. The use of large
windows, flat or low-pitched roofs, and geometric shapes are common traits in contemporary homes.
Additionally, contemporary residential building details frequently incorporate innovative construction

methods and materials that improve durability and reduce environmental impact.

Minimalist Aesthetic and Functional Design

The minimalist aesthetic in contemporary residential buildings centers on the concept of “less is
more.” This approach reduces visual clutter and focuses on essential elements that serve both form
and function. Clean lines, neutral color palettes, and uncluttered surfaces characterize this style.
Functional design ensures that every detail enhances usability, from built-in storage solutions to multi-

purpose spaces that adapt to changing needs.

Open Floor Plans and Indoor-Outdoor Connectivity

Open floor plans are a hallmark of contemporary residential building details, creating fluid transitions
between living spaces such as kitchens, dining areas, and living rooms. This layout encourages social
interaction and maximizes natural light. Large sliding or folding glass doors often connect interior
spaces to outdoor patios or gardens, blurring the boundary between indoors and outdoors and

promoting a harmonious living experience.

Exterior Design Elements in Contemporary Homes

The exterior of contemporary homes is defined by a focus on sleek, geometric forms and a
combination of contrasting materials. Exterior detailing plays a significant role in establishing the

home’s character while ensuring protection against weather and environmental factors. Contemporary



residential building details for exteriors often incorporate sustainable landscaping and energy-efficient

design principles.

Facade Materials and Finishes

Common facade materials in contemporary residential construction include natural stone, wood, metal
panels, and glass. These materials are selected for their durability, low maintenance, and aesthetic
appeal. The combination of textures and finishes creates visual interest and depth. Metal accents,
such as corten steel or aluminum, are frequently used to emphasize architectural lines and add

modern sophistication.

Roofing and Overhang Designs

Flat or low-slope roofs are prevalent in contemporary residential buildings, providing a clean, modern
profile. Overhangs and cantilevered elements offer shading and protect the facade from direct sunlight
and precipitation. These details improve energy efficiency by reducing solar heat gain while enhancing

the home’s architectural expression.

Landscaping and Outdoor Spaces

Landscaping in contemporary residential design complements the architectural style through the use of
native plants, minimalist garden layouts, and sustainable irrigation systems. Outdoor living areas, such
as decks and patios, are designed as extensions of the interior space, often featuring built-in seating

and integrated lighting for functionality and ambiance.

Interior Detailing and Finishes

Interior contemporary residential building details emphasize clean lines, natural materials, and an
uncluttered environment. The selection of finishes and fixtures reflects a balance between aesthetics

and durability. Interior spaces are designed to maximize comfort, usability, and visual harmony.



Flooring and Wall Treatments

Hardwood, polished concrete, and large-format tiles are popular flooring choices in contemporary
homes due to their sleek appearance and durability. Wall treatments often include smooth plaster
finishes, textured panels, or accent walls with natural stone or wood veneer. These materials add

warmth and sophistication while maintaining the minimalist aesthetic.

Lighting Design and Fixtures

Lighting plays a crucial role in contemporary residential interiors, combining natural and artificial
sources to create well-lit, inviting spaces. Recessed lighting, pendant fixtures, and LED strips are
common, providing both ambient and task lighting. Smart lighting systems allow for customizable

control, enhancing energy efficiency and user convenience.

Built-in Storage and Custom Cabinetry

Efficient storage solutions are integral to contemporary interiors, with built-in cabinetry designed to
blend seamlessly with the architecture. Custom storage units optimize space usage and maintain the
clean lines characteristic of contemporary design. Materials such as matte laminates, wood veneers,

and glass are frequently used to achieve a cohesive look.

Material Selection and Innovative Building Technologies

The choice of materials and construction technologies greatly influences the performance and
aesthetics of contemporary residential buildings. Modern building details integrate advanced materials

and methods that enhance structural integrity, sustainability, and design flexibility.

High-Performance Insulation and Structural Components

Contemporary residential building details incorporate high-performance insulation materials such as
spray foam, rigid foam boards, and mineral wool to improve thermal efficiency. Structural components
often utilize engineered wood products, steel framing, and insulated concrete forms to provide strength

and durability while supporting modern design requirements.



Prefabrication and Modular Construction

Prefabricated and modular construction techniques are increasingly adopted in contemporary
residential building projects. These methods allow for precision manufacturing off-site, reducing
construction time and waste. Modular components can be customized to meet specific design criteria

while maintaining high quality and consistency.

Advanced Glazing and Window Systems

Contemporary homes often feature large expanses of glass to maximize natural light. Advanced
glazing technologies, including double or triple-pane insulated glass with low-emissivity coatings,
enhance energy performance and reduce heat transfer. Window systems with thermal breaks and tight

seals contribute to improved comfort and energy savings.

Energy Efficiency and Sustainability Features

Energy efficiency and sustainable design are fundamental components of contemporary residential
building details. Integrating renewable energy systems, efficient mechanical equipment, and

sustainable materials supports environmental responsibility and reduces operating costs.

Solar Energy Integration

Solar panels are commonly incorporated into the roof or facade of contemporary homes to harness
renewable energy. Photovoltaic systems reduce reliance on grid electricity and contribute to lower
carbon footprints. In some cases, solar water heating systems are also employed to improve overall

energy efficiency.

Efficient HVAC and Water Systems

Contemporary residential buildings utilize high-efficiency heating, ventilation, and air conditioning
(HVAC) systems paired with smart thermostats to optimize indoor comfort and minimize energy
consumption. Water-saving fixtures and rainwater harvesting systems further enhance sustainability by

reducing water usage.



Use of Recycled and Sustainable Materials

Incorporating recycled, reclaimed, or rapidly renewable materials is a key aspect of sustainable
contemporary residential building details. Examples include reclaimed wood flooring, recycled metal
accents, and low-VOC paints and finishes, all contributing to healthier indoor environments and

reduced environmental impact.

Integration of Smart Home Systems

Smart home technologies are increasingly embedded in contemporary residential building details to
enhance convenience, security, and energy management. These systems enable homeowners to

control various functions remotely and automate daily routines.

Home Automation and Control Systems

Automated lighting, climate control, and security systems are integrated into contemporary homes
through centralized control platforms or mobile applications. These systems provide real-time

monitoring and adjustments, improving efficiency and user experience.

Energy Monitoring and Management

Smart meters and energy management systems allow homeowners to track electricity usage and
optimize consumption patterns. Integration with renewable energy sources and battery storage further

enhances energy independence and cost savings.

Security and Surveillance Systems

Advanced security features, including smart locks, video doorbells, and surveillance cameras, are part
of modern residential building details. These technologies provide enhanced safety and peace of mind,

often accessible remotely via smartphone applications.

¢ Minimalist design principles



¢ Use of sustainable and durable materials
* Energy-efficient systems and renewable energy integration
¢ Open floor plans and indoor-outdoor connectivity

e Smart home technologies for enhanced control and security

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key features of contemporary residential building

details?

Contemporary residential building details often include clean lines, large windows for natural light, open

floor plans, sustainable materials, and minimalistic finishes.

How do contemporary residential buildings incorporate sustainability in
their design details?

They use energy-efficient windows, green roofs, solar panels, sustainable insulation materials, and

water-saving fixtures to reduce environmental impact.

What types of materials are commonly used in contemporary
residential building details?

Common materials include glass, steel, concrete, natural wood, and composite materials that offer

durability and a modern aesthetic.



How are windows designed in contemporary residential buildings?

Windows are typically large, floor-to-ceiling, often with minimal frames to maximize natural light and

create a seamless connection between indoor and outdoor spaces.

What role does lighting play in contemporary residential building

details?

Lighting is used to enhance architectural features, create ambiance, and improve energy efficiency,

often incorporating LED fixtures and smart lighting controls.

How are outdoor and indoor spaces integrated in contemporary
residential design?

Through sliding glass doors, patios, decks, and open-plan layouts that blur boundaries, creating a

harmonious flow between indoor and outdoor living areas.

What are common roofing details in contemporary residential
buildings?

Flat or low-pitched roofs with clean edges, often incorporating green roofs, solar panels, or overhangs

for shade and energy efficiency.

How do contemporary residential buildings address thermal comfort
through design details?

They utilize high-performance insulation, thermally broken window frames, shading devices, and

passive solar design principles to maintain comfortable indoor temperatures.

What is the significance of minimalism in contemporary residential



building details?

Minimalism emphasizes simplicity, functionality, and uncluttered spaces, using restrained detailing and

neutral color palettes to create a calm and modern environment.

How are smart home technologies integrated into contemporary
residential building details?

Smart technologies are embedded in lighting, HVAC systems, security, and appliances, allowing

homeowners to control and automate functions for convenience and energy efficiency.

Additional Resources

1. Residential Construction Detailing: A Guide to Common Wall and Floor Assemblies

This book offers a comprehensive look at the details involved in residential construction, focusing on
wall and floor assemblies. It covers best practices for energy efficiency, moisture control, and structural
integrity. The clear illustrations and step-by-step explanations make it an essential resource for

architects and builders aiming to produce high-quality residential buildings.

2. Architectural Detailing: Function, Constructibility, and Aesthetics

Focusing on the intersection of design and construction, this book explores how detailing impacts the
functionality and appearance of residential buildings. It emphasizes practical solutions for common
challenges in residential architecture, including material selection and integration of building systems.

Readers gain insight into creating details that are both beautiful and buildable.

3. Building Construction lllustrated

This classic reference provides detailed illustrations and explanations of various residential building
components and systems. It covers foundations, framing, roofing, and finishes with an emphasis on
contemporary construction techniques. The visual approach helps readers understand complex details

and how they fit into the overall building process.



4. Detailing for Contemporary Timber Frame Construction

Specializing in timber frame residential buildings, this book outlines modern detailing methods that
enhance durability and sustainability. It addresses connections, insulation, and integration with other
building systems. Ideal for those working with wood structures, the book bridges traditional

craftsmanship with current building codes and technologies.

5. Exterior Residential Detailing

This book focuses on the exterior components of residential buildings, such as cladding, windows,
doors, and roofing details. It discusses weatherproofing, thermal performance, and aesthetic
considerations. Detailed drawings and case studies provide practical guidance for creating resilient and

visually appealing exteriors.

6. Modern Residential Interior Detailing

Covering interior elements, this title explores detailing for walls, ceilings, floors, and built-in furniture in
contemporary homes. It emphasizes the relationship between function, materiality, and comfort. The
book includes strategies for integrating lighting, acoustics, and HVAC systems within residential

interiors.

7. Green Building Details: Strategies for Energy-Efficient Residential Design

This book highlights sustainable detailing techniques that improve the environmental performance of
homes. It covers insulation, air sealing, ventilation, and the use of eco-friendly materials. Aimed at
architects and builders committed to green design, it provides actionable details that reduce energy

consumption and enhance indoor air quality.

8. Concrete and Masonry Details for Residential Construction

Focusing on concrete and masonry, this resource delves into foundation details, wall assemblies, and
decorative masonry work. It discusses best practices to ensure structural stability and moisture
resistance. The book is valuable for professionals seeking to incorporate these materials into

contemporary residential projects.

9. Building Systems Integration: Residential Detailing for Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing



This book addresses the coordination of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP) systems within
residential detailing. It offers solutions for integrating these systems without compromising architectural
design or performance. The comprehensive approach helps designers and contractors achieve efficient

and maintainable building systems in modern homes.
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contemporary residential building details: Detail in Contemporary Residential
Architecture Virginia McLeod, 2012

contemporary residential building details: Encyclopedia of Detail in Contemporary
Residential Architect Virginia McLeod, 2010-09-01 This is a comprehensive sourcebook,
containing newly commissioned scale drawings of every type of architectural detailtaken from 100 of
the best contemporary houses. Over 700 detailed drawings of walls, floors, ceilings, doors, windows,
and staircases feature keys explaining construction techniques and materials used. Each drawing is
cross referenced to other details from the same building. This is an invaluable reference for all
architects, showing the best examples of residential detailing from around the world. A bonus DVD
includes all of the drawings featured in the book.

contemporary residential building details: Detail in Contemporary Residential
Architecture Virginia McLeod, 2007-05-17 Architectural detailing makes a building unique and an
architect outstanding. This book provides analysis of both the technical and the aesthetic importance
of details in the development of contemporary domestic architecture from 2000 to 2005. Featuring
many of the world's most highlyacclaimed architects, the book presents over 50 of the most recently
completed and influential house designs. For each house there are color photographs, plans of every
floor, sections and elevations, and numerous construction details. The book also features in-depth
information for each project, including the size, the client, the architectural project team, main
consultants, and contractors. With CD-ROM.

contemporary residential building details: Modern Residential Construction Practices
David A. Madsen, David P. Madsen, 2017-07-06 Modern Residential Construction Practices provides
easy-to-read, comprehensive and highly illustrated coverage of residential building construction
practices that conform to industry standards in the United States and Canada. Each chapter
provides complete descriptions, real-world practices, realistic examples, three-dimensional (3D)
illustrations, and related tests and problems. Chapters cover practices related to every construction
phase including: planning, funding, permitting, codes, inspections, site planning, excavation,
foundations and flatwork, floors, walls, roofs, finish work and cabinetry; heating, ventilating, and air
conditioning (HVAC); electrical, and plumbing. The book is organized in a format that is consistent
with the process used to take residential construction projects from preliminary concept through all
phases of residential building construction. An ideal textbook for secondary and college level
construction programs, the book is packed with useful features such as problems that challenge
students to identify materials and practices, along with research and document information about
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construction materials and practices, useful summaries, key notes, a detailed glossary, and online
materials for both students and educators.

contemporary residential building details: Detail in Contemporary Residential
Architecture 2 David Phillips, Megumi Yamashita, 2014-11-04 Detail in Contemporary Residential
Architecture 2 follows on from the success of the first book in the series, and contains all new
projects. Featuring the work of renowned architects from around the world, this book presents 50 of
the most recently completed and influential designs, along with analysis of both the technical and
the aesthetic importance of details in modern residential architecture. The projects are presented in
clear and concise layouts over four pages. All of the drawings are styled consistently and presented
at standard architectural scales to allow for easy comparison. Each project is presented with color
photographs, site plans, and sections and elevations, as well as numerous construction details. There
is also descriptive text, detailed captions and in-depth information for each project. A bonus CD
contains drawings from the book, in both .eps and .dwg (generic CAD) formats.

contemporary residential building details: Log Home Living , 1999-11-01 Log Home Living
is the oldest, largest and most widely distributed and read publication reaching log home
enthusiasts. For 21 years Log Home Living has presented the log home lifestyle through striking
editorial, photographic features and informative resources. For more than two decades Log Home
Living has offered so much more than a magazine through additional resources-shows, seminars,
mail-order bookstore, Web site, and membership organization. That's why the most serious log home
buyers choose Log Home Living.

contemporary residential building details: Log Home Living , 2000-05 Log Home Living is
the oldest, largest and most widely distributed and read publication reaching log home enthusiasts.
For 21 years Log Home Living has presented the log home lifestyle through striking editorial,
photographic features and informative resources. For more than two decades Log Home Living has
offered so much more than a magazine through additional resources-shows, seminars, mail-order
bookstore, Web site, and membership organization. That's why the most serious log home buyers
choose Log Home Living.

contemporary residential building details: Architecture, Building Materials and Engineering
Management He Tao Hou, Li Tian, 2013-08-08 Selected, peer reviewed papers from the 2013
International Conference on Civil, Architecture and Building Materials, (3rd CEABM 2013), May
24-26, 2013, Jinan, China

contemporary residential building details: Architectural Graphic Standards for Residential
Construction American Institute of Architects, 2010-04-26 The residential construction market may
have its ups and downs, but the need to keep your construction knowledge current never lets up.
Now, with the latest edition of Architectural Graphic Standards for Residential Construction, you can
keep your practice at the ready. This edition was expertly redesigned to include all-new material on
current technology specific to residential projects for anyone designing, constructing, or modifying a
residence. With additional, new content covering sustainable and green designs, sample residential
drawings, residential construction code requirements, and contemporary issues in residential
construction, it’s a must-have resource. And now it's easier to get the information you need when
you need it with references to the relevant building codes built right into the details and
illustrations. These new smart details go beyond dimensions with references to the International
Residential Building Code—presenting all the information you need right at your fingertips. New
features and highlights include: Loads of previously unpublished content—over 80% is either new or
entirely revised Sustainable/ green design information in every chapter—a must today's practicing
building and construction professionals Coverage of contemporary issues in residential
construction—aging in place, new urbanism, vacation and small homes, historic residences...it’s all
here. Coverage of single- and multi-family dwellings—complete coverage of houses, row homes and
quadraplexes as dictated by the International Residential Building Codes.

contemporary residential building details: Basic Building and Construction Skills Adrian
Laws, 2024-04-16 Basic Building and Construction Skills, 7e is designed for the Certificate III in




Carpentry qualification (CPC30220). This market-leading text provides underpinning knowledge and
skills for apprentices to work safely, efficiently and prolifically in the building and construction
industry. The text combines standard industry practice with the newest industry technology, tools
and benchmarks. The text is fully updated to reflect present day building practices, standards and
legislation, with a strong focus on sustainability. This bestselling title is built for learning with colour
photographs and illustrations, with concepts explained in context to help student understanding.
Work Health and Safety (WHS) icons identify critical points for concern and learning tasks at the
end of every key topic help students apply the knowledge and skills. The worksheets at the end of
each chapter are aligned to the Unit of Competency and are a resource for trainers to provide
formative assessment and feedback on learner progression. Students may also use the assessment
material at the end of each chapter as a record of their learning achievements. Premium online
teaching and learning tools are available on the MindTap platform. Learn more about the online
tools au.cengage.com/mindtap

contemporary residential building details: Federal Register, 1981-04-27

contemporary residential building details: Design of Cold-formed Steel Structures ECCS
- European Convention for Constructional Steelwork, Associacao Portuguesa de, 2013-08-06 The
book is concerned with design of cold-formed steel structures in building based on the Eurocode 3
package, particularly on EN 1993-1-3. It contains the essentials of theoretical background and
design rules for cold-formed steel sections and sheeting, members and connections for building
applications. Elaborated examples and design applications - more than 200 pages - are included in
the respective chapters in order to provide a better understanding to the reader.

contemporary residential building details: Creating Your Architectural Style George D.
Hopkins, 2009-09-15 Create your dream home with this valuable resource to inspire you and guide
you through the residential design and construction process. A complete and concise resource for
building a fine home, Creating Your Architectural Style presents detailed explanations of the design
process, guiding readers from the initial concept to the finishing touches. Filled with beautiful
photographs, this reference will enable readers to design a dream home that is an expression of
their personal style as well as their lifestyle. Architect George D. Hopkins, Jr., understanding the
daunting task of building a new home, walks the reader through each phase of the design and
construction process. Step by step, this reference will help readers solve any number of vexing
questions, from “Where do [ begin?” to “What is the difference between Greek Revival and Dutch
Colonial?” Hopkins teaches readers how to make decisions based on their family’s needs, explores
the relationship between the architectural style and the floor plan of the home, and defines the roles
and responsibilities of the architect, structural engineer, interior designer, landscape architect, and
general contractor. He provides important insight into planning the principle spaces in a home and
describes special architectural features from fireplaces to staircases and porticos to pools. Creating
Your Architectural Style is the authoritative resource for coordinating the planning and design of
fine homes. Written to eliminate the intimidating aspects of building a new home, it presents an
orderly design process and addresses issues of concern to residential architectural clients. Praise for
Creating Your Architectural Style “Especially helpful are his definitions of the responsibilities of the
professionals involved, from architect to general contractor.” —Library Journal

contemporary residential building details: Building Age , 1928

contemporary residential building details: Contemporary Heritage Lexicon Cristiana
Bartolomei, Alfonso Ippolito, Simone Helena Tanoue Vizioli, 2024-06-15 The book presents themes
related to contemporary architecture as the results of diverse cultural influences and architectural
legacies, manifested in a rich variety of styles, materials, and spatial perceptions. It consists of 24
chapters written by authors from various continents and contains the result of research highlighting
contemporary architecture in relation to multiple aspects that are distinguished by their eclectic
nature, characterized by the integration of diverse cultural and architectural influences. The book
examines aspects involving material aspects, technologies, design, history, salvage, technologies,
and digitization. The aspects covered are always filtered through research, which objectively



integrates traditional and innovative approaches. Thus, the focus is to explore the contemporary
lexicon not only in the field of architecture and engineering but in all those areas where this theme
can be read with a meaningful vision. Contemporary architecture is constantly evolving, reflecting
the changing needs of society and anticipating the challenges of the future.

contemporary residential building details: Popular Mechanics , 1956-11 Popular Mechanics
inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s
practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest
cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

contemporary residential building details: Designing San Francisco Alison Isenberg,
2024-09-24 A major urban history of the design and development of postwar San Francisco
Designing San Francisco is the untold story of the formative postwar decades when U.S. cities took
their modern shape amid clashing visions of the future. In this pathbreaking and richly illustrated
book, Alison Isenberg shifts the focus from architects and city planners—those most often hailed in
histories of urban development and design—to the unsung artists, activists, and others who played
pivotal roles in rebuilding San Francisco between the 1940s and the 1970s. Previous accounts of
midcentury urban renewal have focused on the opposing terms set down by Robert Moses and Jane
Jacobs—put simply, development versus preservation—and have followed New York City models.
Now Isenberg turns our attention west to colorful, pioneering, and contentious San Francisco, where
unexpectedly fierce battles were waged over iconic private and public projects like Ghirardelli
Square, Golden Gateway, and the Transamerica Pyramid. When large-scale redevelopment came to
low-rise San Francisco in the 1950s, the resulting rivalries and conflicts sparked the proliferation of
numerous allied arts fields and their professionals, including architectural model makers, real estate
publicists, graphic designers, photographers, property managers, builders, sculptors, public-interest
lawyers, alternative press writers, and preservationists. Isenberg explores how these centrally
engaged arts professionals brought new ideas to city, regional, and national planning and shaped
novel projects across urban, suburban, and rural borders. San Francisco’s rebuilding galvanized
far-reaching critiques of the inequitable competition for scarce urban land, and propelled debates
over responsible public land stewardship. Isenberg challenges many truisms of this renewal
era—especially the presumed male domination of postwar urban design, showing how women
collaborated in city building long before feminism’s impact in the 1970s. An evocative portrait of one
of the world’s great cities, Designing San Francisco provides a new paradigm for understanding past
and present struggles to define the urban future.

contemporary residential building details: Contemporary Design in Detai: Small
Environments Yenna Chan, 2008 A visual look at the architectural details of smaller residential
spaces: The Contemporary Design Details series takes a highly visual look at architectural design
details that are more often dealt with in a technical textbook format. The books take readers on a
tour of the best details designed by great architects around the world. The series provides a
powerful presentation of the most challenging and evolving architectural and design categories.
Small Environments focuses on the type of architectural details that make up distinctive residential
spaces under 1,200 square feet (120 square meters). It presents recent work by architects from
around the globe in color photographs and architectural drawings. Rather than simply another
compendium of small projects, the book is structured according to categories of architectural detail.
It includes sections on components essential to the design of small spaces, such as built-in pieces,
mobile systems, storage, outdoor rooms, siting strategies, and daylighting details.

contemporary residential building details: Down to Earth Lauren Liess, 2019-10-08 The
designer and author of Habitat “shares how she imbues any space with warmth and energy” in this
elevated yet accessible follow-up (MarthaStewart.com). Down to Earth picks up right where Lauren
Liess’s critically acclaimed Habitat left off. While Habitat walked readers through the decorating
process step-by-step, Liess’s latest title takes a step beyond the basics and invites readers to
incorporate the main components of her familiar design aesthetic: nature, easy living, and
approachability. With evocative photos and substantive design advice, Down to Earth focuses on




creating a lifestyle that inspires creativity and functionality. Throughout the book, Liess shows
readers how to incorporate six guiding principles in six unique homes: a new farmhouse, a classic
American historical home, a lakeside contemporary house, a modern villa, a turn-of-the-century
American Foursquare, and a cedar and glass house on a bluff. While each home has a different
architectural style, fingerprints of Liess’s down-to-earth style are evident throughout. “Full of the
stunning images you would expect. They will spark your creativity and inspire your own designs.
However, the real beauty comes from Lauren showing readers how to create ease in their own
homes.” —Ariadne Shoppe “Her style embraces lived-in, vintage-inspired interiors . . . Her
philosophy is that if your home is relaxed, then you're relaxed.” —One Kings Lane
contemporary residential building details: Real Estate Record and Builders' Guide , 1929
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