
coffman commentary matthew 16
coffman commentary matthew 16 offers a detailed and insightful analysis of one of the most
pivotal chapters in the Gospel of Matthew. This chapter records significant events such as the
request for a sign from Jesus, Peter’s confession of Christ, and Jesus’ prediction of His suffering and
death. The Coffman commentary provides historical context, theological interpretation, and practical
applications that enrich the understanding of Matthew 16. Emphasizing the spiritual and doctrinal
implications, this study highlights how the chapter reveals Christ’s identity and the foundation of the
Church. The commentary also explores the significance of Peter’s role and the symbolism found in
Jesus’ teachings. This article will examine key aspects of Coffman’s insights on Matthew 16,
covering its main themes, critical verses, and lasting impact on Christian doctrine.
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Interpretation of the Church and the Keys

Practical Applications and Theological Insights

Overview of Matthew 16 in Coffman Commentary
The Coffman commentary on Matthew 16 begins by situating the chapter within the broader
narrative of Jesus’ ministry. It underscores the transition from Jesus’ public miracles to more
profound teachings about His identity and mission. The chapter marks a turning point where Jesus
openly discusses His role as the Messiah and the future challenges His followers will face. Coffman
highlights the literary structure and the theological depth, noting how this chapter bridges Jesus’
earthly ministry and the establishment of the Church. The commentary also stresses the importance
of understanding the cultural and religious context of first-century Judea to grasp the full meaning of
the text.

Jesus’ Demand for a Sign
In Matthew 16, the Pharisees and Sadducees approach Jesus, demanding a sign from heaven to
prove His authority. Coffman explains that this request reflects their skepticism and attempts to trap
Jesus in His teachings. The commentary emphasizes Jesus’ refusal to grant a miraculous sign,
interpreting it as a rejection of the demand for proof from God, which was a test of faith rather than
a genuine inquiry. This encounter illustrates the persistent unbelief among the religious leaders
despite the miracles Jesus had already performed.



Significance of Jesus’ Response
Coffman points out that Jesus calls the Pharisees and Sadducees a “wicked and adulterous
generation” for their unbelief, highlighting the spiritual blindness of those who demand signs
instead of embracing faith. Jesus’ statement that no sign will be given except the sign of Jonah
foreshadows His resurrection, which is the ultimate confirmation of His divine mission. This
response challenges readers to consider the nature of faith and the sufficiency of Christ’s works as
evidence of His authority.

Peter’s Confession of Christ
A central element of Matthew 16 is Peter’s declaration that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” Coffman commentary underscores the profound theological significance of this confession as
the first explicit acknowledgment of Jesus’ messianic identity by one of His disciples. This confession
serves as the foundation for Christian belief and the Church’s identity.

Peter’s Role and Authority
Coffman elaborates on Jesus’ response to Peter’s confession, where He declares Peter the “rock”
upon which He will build His church. The commentary explores the meaning of the “rock” metaphor,
emphasizing Peter’s role as a foundational figure in the early Christian community. This passage is
critical in discussions about church authority, apostolic succession, and ecclesiology. Coffman also
notes that the “keys of the kingdom of heaven” symbolize the authority to bind and loose, indicating
leadership responsibilities entrusted to Peter.

Jesus’ Prediction of His Death
Following Peter’s confession, Jesus begins to reveal the necessity of His suffering, death, and
resurrection. Coffman commentary highlights the importance of this prediction as a revelation of
Jesus’ mission and the cost of discipleship. It marks a shift from messianic expectations of earthly
triumph to the reality of sacrificial obedience.

The Cost of Discipleship
Coffman stresses Jesus’ call to “deny himself and take up his cross” as a radical invitation to
followers. This statement establishes the theme of self-sacrifice and endurance that characterizes
true discipleship. The commentary points out the contrast between worldly ambition and spiritual
commitment found in these verses, encouraging believers to embrace the challenges of faith.

Interpretation of the Church and the Keys
One of the most debated passages in Matthew 16 involves the concepts of the Church and the “keys
of the kingdom.” Coffman commentary provides an in-depth theological analysis of these terms,
clarifying their meaning in the context of Jesus’ ministry and the early Church.



The Meaning of the “Keys”
Coffman explains that the “keys” represent authority given by Christ to His followers to govern the
affairs of the Church, including doctrinal decisions and disciplinary actions. This authority is not for
personal power but for the stewardship of the Christian community. The commentary highlights that
this passage affirms the establishment of the Church as a visible institution with divinely granted
authority.

Church as a Spiritual Institution
The commentary also emphasizes that the Church is depicted as a spiritual entity founded on
Christ’s revelation and the faith of His disciples. Coffman points out that this foundation ensures the
Church’s continuity and unity despite challenges and opposition throughout history.

Practical Applications and Theological Insights
Coffman commentary on Matthew 16 offers numerous practical lessons and theological insights for
contemporary readers. It encourages believers to reflect on their own faith declarations and the
personal cost of following Christ. The commentary highlights the importance of recognizing Jesus’
true identity and the call to live in obedience to His teachings.

Faith as a foundation for Christian life, exemplified by Peter’s confession

The necessity of spiritual discernment over demands for miraculous signs

The call to self-denial and perseverance in the Christian journey

Understanding church authority as a responsibility rather than privilege

Embracing the Church as a community rooted in Christ’s revelation

Overall, the Coffman commentary on Matthew 16 provides a comprehensive and authoritative
examination of this significant chapter. Its detailed exposition enriches biblical understanding and
offers valuable guidance for both scholars and lay readers seeking deeper insight into the Gospel
message.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Coffman Commentary on Matthew
16?
The Coffman Commentary on Matthew 16 emphasizes the confession of Jesus as the Christ by Peter



and the establishment of the church on this foundational truth.

How does Coffman interpret Peter's declaration in Matthew
16?
Coffman interprets Peter's declaration that Jesus is the Christ as a divinely inspired confession,
marking a pivotal moment in Jesus’ ministry and the foundation for the Christian church.

What explanation does Coffman provide about the 'rock' on
which the church is built in Matthew 16?
Coffman explains that the 'rock' refers to Peter's confession of faith in Jesus as the Messiah, rather
than Peter himself as an individual.

How does Coffman Commentary view Jesus' statement about
the gates of Hades in Matthew 16?
Coffman views Jesus' statement that 'the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it' as a promise of
the church's enduring strength and ultimate victory over evil.

What insights does Coffman offer on Jesus instructing His
disciples to tell no one He is the Christ in Matthew 16?
Coffman suggests that Jesus instructed His disciples to keep His messianic identity secret at this
time to avoid premature confrontation with religious authorities and to fulfill His mission in due
course.

Additional Resources
1. Coffman's Commentary on Matthew: An In-Depth Study of Chapter 16
This book offers a detailed examination of Matthew 16 through the lens of Coffman’s commentary. It
explores the theological significance of Peter’s confession of Christ and Jesus’ teachings on the
church. Readers gain insights into the historical context and spiritual implications of this pivotal
chapter.

2. Understanding the Rock: Peter’s Role in Matthew 16 According to Coffman
Focusing specifically on Peter’s declaration as the rock of the church, this book delves into
Coffman’s interpretation of Matthew 16:13-20. It sheds light on the foundation of the Christian
church and the authority given to Peter. The discussion helps believers grasp the importance of faith
and leadership in the early church.

3. Keys to the Kingdom: A Coffman Commentary Perspective on Matthew 16
This volume explores the symbolic meaning of the “keys of the kingdom” mentioned in Matthew
16:19. Through Coffman’s commentary, the book explains the spiritual authority and responsibility
bestowed upon the apostles. It also examines how this authority has been understood throughout
Christian history.



4. Jesus and Peter: Insights from Coffman on Matthew 16
By focusing on the interaction between Jesus and Peter, this book provides a comprehensive look at
their dialogue in Matthew 16. Coffman’s detailed notes highlight the significance of faith, revelation,
and divine appointment. It is a valuable resource for anyone seeking to understand the dynamics of
this biblical relationship.

5. The Church’s Foundation: Coffman’s Commentary on Matthew 16 Explained
This book interprets the foundational role of Peter and the church’s establishment as described in
Matthew 16. It incorporates Coffman’s scholarly insights to clarify complex theological concepts.
Readers are encouraged to reflect on the nature of the church and their personal faith journey.

6. Matthew 16 in Focus: Applying Coffman’s Commentary Today
A practical guide that applies Coffman’s commentary on Matthew 16 to contemporary Christian life.
It addresses themes such as confession of faith, spiritual authority, and the nature of the church. The
book offers devotional reflections and discussion questions for personal or group study.

7. The Confession of Christ: A Coffman Commentary Analysis of Matthew 16
This work centers on Peter’s confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” and its
theological implications. Drawing from Coffman’s insights, it explores how this confession shapes
Christian doctrine and identity. The book also examines the role of revelation in understanding
Jesus’ true nature.

8. Spiritual Authority in Matthew 16: Coffman’s Commentary Explored
Examining the theme of spiritual authority, this book unpacks Coffman’s interpretation of Jesus
granting authority to Peter and the apostles. It discusses the balance between divine empowerment
and human responsibility. The book is ideal for readers interested in church leadership and
governance.

9. Coffman’s Commentary on the Church’s Mission in Matthew 16
This title highlights Coffman’s perspective on the mission and purpose of the church as revealed in
Matthew 16. It discusses how the chapter’s teachings inform the church’s role in the world today.
The book encourages believers to embrace their calling and live out their faith with conviction.
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  coffman commentary matthew 16: 1-3 John:A Pentecostal Commentary Dr. Matthew N. O.
Sadiku, 2012-09-06 Every serious student of the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the
biblical principles, and apply the truths to his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students,
pastors, and Bible teachers understand the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the
popular New International Version (NIV), the author provides helpful commentary on the text
verse-by-verse. This verse-by-verse commentary is different from others in two respects. First, it is
brief while some commentaries are unnecessarily wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in
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outlook. This implies that we generally adhere to the doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a
literalist approach to the interpretation of the Bible. The epistles of John represent a distinctive
voice in the New Testament. John Wesley regarded them as the “deepest part of the holy scriptures.”
John’s epistles have enriched and equipped Christians down through the centuries. This commentary
on the Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in writing. John wrote to urge his readers
to love one another, live in the truth, and watch for false teachers.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: 1-3 John Matthew O. Sadiku, 2012-09 Every serious
student of the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical principles, and apply the
truths to his/her life. This commentary is designed to help students, pastors, and Bible teachers
understand the book of 1-3 John in a simple manner. Working from the popular New International
Version (NIV), the author provides helpful commentary on the text verse-by-verse. This
verse-by-verse commentary is different from others in two respects. First, it is brief while some
commentaries are unnecessarily wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in outlook. This
implies that we generally adhere to the doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a literalist approach
to the interpretation of the Bible. The epistles of John represent a distinctive voice in the New
Testament. John Wesley regarded them as the deepest part of the holy scriptures. John's epistles
have enriched and equipped Christians down through the centuries. This commentary on the
Johannine epistles is a model of clarity and brevity in writing. John wrote to urge his readers to love
one another, live in the truth, and watch for false teachers.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Freedom William E. Bradley, 2011-02 Bill Bradley has
done those who love God's Word a great favor. His excellent commentary of the Gospel of John is
unique for a couple of significant reasons. It is both concise and yet detailed. Also Bill gives a
perspective from personal convictions and experiences. This book will be a valued addition to
anyone's collection of commentaries. I recommend it to all who love God's Word. Donald A. De Luke,
West Monroe, LS. Pulpit Preacher at Jackson Street Church of Christ.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: I Recommend Jesus Rev. Dr. Laurie Mcdonald-Albert,
2019-07-08 Hebrews is the unveiling of the Mosaic laws and ceremonies that particularly point to
Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the law. If we take one verse each day and comprehend it as well as
apply it to our lives, we will find it to be a life-changing experience.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Open Wide the Gates Brian D. Cunnington, 2023-10-13
The culture wars show no sign of abating. Same-sex sexuality continues to be one of the most brutal
and bloody fronts in those wars and Christians, the fiercest combatants. Friendships, families,
churches, and denominations continue to draw their lines-in-the-sand, split, and go their separate
ways. Meanwhile, the lives of many, young and old, are deeply scarred and some even lost in the
crossfire. It doesn't have to be that way! Challenging the arguments that perpetuate that conflict,
Open Wide the Gates presents a carefully developed biblical, theological, and ethical argument for
the welcome, affirmation, and inclusion of gays and lesbians in the life and ministry of the local
church. Its irenic tone and clearly articulated presentation provides pastors, denominational leaders,
and concerned laypeople with a reliable guide for navigating these often-turbulent waters. In this
comprehensive study, Brian D. Cunnington points to a path forward, a path for following Jesus in the
twenty-first century characterized by grace, love, and hope; a path that demonstrates the radical
presence of God's kingdom here on earth for all people, regardless of their sexual orientation.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Just Follow Jesus Billy Joseph Stines, 2019-12-18 Who
were the men called by Jesus? Among the twelve disciples were two sets of brothers – Peter and
Andrew, James and John – and a man named Matthew. If we were selecting individuals to follow
Jesus, these men would have never been on our list. But Jesus saw something in them we could
never see. Peter, Andrew, James, and John made their livelihood fishing in the Sea of Galilee.
Matthew collected taxes for the hated Roman empire. Each was an average man just going about his
daily business. But Jesus turned their lives upside down by calling to them, saying, “Follow me.” Just
as his call changed their lives, it can change your life, too. Billy Joseph Stines, who served almost
forty years at six churches scattered around North and South Carolina, explores why you should



listen to the call of Jesus. He also urges readers to stop dismissing those parts of the Bible that do
not fit their idea of who God is. Instead of seeking peace through compromise, the goal must be to
discover the truth – Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Life in Christ William Robert West, 2015-09-29 What do
you believe about souls? There are many very different doctrines taught in the world today
concerning souls that are believed to be in all humans. By most a soul is believed to be something
that is wholly apart from the person a soul is in; that a soul is something that is that is believed to be
complete in its self without the person; it will live after the person it is in is dead; it is believed that a
soul will exist forever without the person; it will never be dead; therefore, a soul cannot be
resurrected from the dead. It is believed that a soul must live someplace forever, and it will live
either in Heaven or Hell even if there is no resurrection. The doctrine of unconditional immortality of
a deathless soul being in a person, and that soul leaving that person at the death of the person
makes it impossible for Christ to have give His life to save that soul from death; if a soul had
immortality it would already have life and could never not have life; all Christ could do is give it a
reward or punish it.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Commentary on Matthew James Burton Coffman,
1984-05-01
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Books in Print Supplement , 1988
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Commentary on the Book of Acts David Pratte, 2018-12
Bible study notes and commentary on the New Testament Book of Acts. Emphasizes understanding
the text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and
preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint
of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include
discussion of these topics: * Examples of conversion * Establishment and history of the early church
* Work of the Holy Spirit in spiritual gifts and miracles * Gospel evangelism and salvation of sinners
* Testimony of the apostles as witnesses of the resurrection * Jesus' reign as King over His kingdom
* Pattern of worship, work, and organization in Jesus' church
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians:
Bible Study Notes and Comments David Pratte, 2019-01-16 Bible study notes and commentary on
the New Testament books of Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Emphasizes understanding the
text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and
preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint
of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include
discussion of these topics: * Redemption through Christ * The church in God's eternal purpose *
Salvation by grace through faith * The new life in Christ * Relations between husbands and wives,
parents and children * Victory over Satan by the armor of God * The Deity of Jesus * Joy in Christ
#Bible #BibleStudy
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Biblical Studies on the Internet Roland H. Worth, Jr.,
2008-09-18 The new edition includes more than 4,800 resources available at more than 10,000
Internet sites that provide information on a range of biblical study topics including Bible translations
in English and other languages, audio translations of the Bible in English and other languages,
commentaries, dictionaries, and other resource materials including ones in Greek, Hebrew and other
ancient languages. The author also has adopted a new method of referencing and cataloging the
most widely used web pages to facilitate a major expansion of resources without increasing the
physical length of the book itself. In cases when ten or more resources are listed on a single web
page, the author has assigned the web page a three-digit code. The code is used to identify this web
page as a major resource within the main text, while any needed instructions for use of the site are
cross-referenced separately in the final chapter. In adopting this concise method, the author was
able to add hundreds of additional or updated web resources, a surprising number of which can be
downloaded onto a hard drive for immediate and continued use.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Survival Kit for Stressful Times Jackie Tan, 2021-06-14



A survival kit is an absolute must in danger zones, often determining whether we survive, barely
make it or perish through unpreparedness. We also need a survival kit to navigate the storms of life
battering our mental, emotional and spiritual health. This book was written specifically to address
the 10 grave problems facing humanity from a Christian perspective. SURVIVAL KIT examines these
challenges and the fears and apprehension of countless millions who have lost hope that their
governments/leaders can solve their everyday concerns. The book is both practical and devotional,
with sensible and spiritual suggestions. There is strong emphasis on doctrine to help us understand
the WHAT and WHY of the Christian faith, with special focus on the Second Coming of Christ. All in
all, a survival kit for everyday use and for almost any situation. Reviews for Survival Kit An excellent
prophetic book that is spot on. A very timely read for those asking questions about End Time events.
SURVIVAL KIT is really an appropriate title, a practical guide for living in these stressful times,
culled from Jackie’s many years of life and ministry experiences. I congratulate her for this book is a
legacy to this generation, so apt in these perilous and unpredictable times. Pastor Kenneth Kang
Triumph in Christ, Penang -- SURVIVAL KIT vividly describes the anxious and challenging times we
live in today by giving an insightful expose of global problems. A versatile book indeed. It not only
responds to problems from a Christian perspective, backed by Biblical references and examples, but
also includes a useful section for ministry and counselling. Charles Ooi Trainer Excerpts Chapter 1:
A World in Crisis Ten Global Problems - Job Security, Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the Fourth
Industrial Revolution - Global Economic Vulnerability and Global Financial Meltdown - Civil Society,
the Social Contract and rise of Populism - Global Warming, Extreme Weather and Natural Disasters -
Overpopulation, Food Insecurity and Environmental Degradation - War and Ethnic Conflicts, the rise
of Terrorism and Immigration Backlash - Corruption, the World Happiness Report and 1MDB - A new
Cold War (?), Geopolitics and Nuclear Risks - Cybersecurity, Cybercrime and Scams - Loneliness,
Depression and Ageing God is calling out a Remnant unto Himself (pp216, 220) During every move
of God, He seeks out individuals and groups of people who are set apart to fulfil His purposes for
that generation. The Remnant refers to a continuous community (large or small) of God’s people who
were or are spiritually preserved throughout various dispensations….Abraham’s descendants
preserved from all attempts by the enemy to destroy them. Remnant believers make deliberate
choices to obey God at all costs. They have boldness and courage, refusing to submit to the
prevailing values and norms of society. Are you a REMNANT believer? Would you be willing to
partner Jesus Christ in the greatest adventure of your life, to be used by Him to change your
generation and hasten His coming?
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Books in Print , 1987
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Bible Understanding Made Easy (Vol 2) Anthony L.
Norwood, 2009-07-27 Bible Understanding Made Easy is a series of books used to inspire and teach
the Word of God to sincere souls trying to draw closer to God. This volume is dedicated to building
understanding of the life of Jesus Christ as taught by the book of Matthew. The world has been
intrigued by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ for nearly 2,000 years to this date. This is for good
reason. He is a wonderful Lord and Savior. He is also the Master teacher. All mankind must know
Him in order to be saved. Knowledge of His will for our lives brings peace and joy to ones soul. This
work is dedicated to showing the world the peace and joy of Jesus Christ by a more in-depth study of
who He is and what He offers to mankind. The method of teaching used in this book was purposely
kept as simple as possible so that beginning students of the Bible can be inspired and build a rich
foundation of understanding the Bible that will last a lifetime! This volume is more in-depth than the
first installment of this series entitled Bible Understanding Made Easy, Volume 1: The Old
Testament. This is because more time is devoted to studying verse-by-verse and small groups of
verses. Lastly, as an added bonus, there are many life application style mini-lessons that Christians
of today can use to help build faith, encourage, and inspire sincere folks to maintain a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. For ordering within the United States of America and outside of the
United States of America please call (toll-free in the U.S.) 1-888-795-4274 or Email XLibris at
orders@xlibris.com. The easiest way would be to add the book to your shopping cart above and



order online as another alternative. Normally, you may pay using your nations own currency (i.e. the
U.S. dollar, the British pound, Euro, etc.). Please call or Email XLibris Corporation for currency
exchange rates.. Please do not forget to purchase the first in this series entitled Bible Understanding
Made Easy, Volume 1: The Old Testament {click here to be taken to volume 1}
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Bible Understanding Made Easy Anthony L. Norwood,
2013-04-04 Bible Understanding Made Easy is a series of books used to inspire and teach the Word
of God to sincere souls who are trying to draw closer to God. This volume is dedicated to building an
understanding of the life of Jesus Christ through the book of Mark. Learn of the love of Jesus, His
history, miracles, and compassion for mankind in simple, easy-to-read language. The method of
teaching used in this book was purposely kept as simple as possible so beginning students of the
Bible can be inspired and build a rich foundation of understanding the Bible that will last a lifetime!
Learn at your own pace or use this great teaching tool to inspire others!
  coffman commentary matthew 16: 1 & 2 Peter Dr. Matthew N.O. Sadiku, 2013-07-03 Every
serious student of the Bible desires to understand the text, discover the biblical principles, and apply
the truths to his or her life. This commentary is designed to help students, pastors, and Bible
teachers understand 1 and 2 Peter in a simple manner. Working from the popular New International
Version (NIV), the author provides helpful commentary on the text verse by verse. This
verse-by-verse commentary is different from others in two respects. First, it is brief while some
commentaries are unnecessarily wordy and verbose. Second, it is Pentecostal in outlook. This
implies that we generally adhere to the doctrine of biblical inerrancy and adopt a literalist approach
to the interpretation of the Bible. The major aim of this commentary is to expose readers to 1 and 2
Peter. Life is tough and difficult in general. Unfortunately, many Christians have been taught that
they should only experience joys of being Gods saints. In 1 Peter, Peter writes primarily for the
readers of the epistle to stand firm in the true grace of God in the face of persecution and suffering.
In 2 Peter, Peter writes to warn Christians about false teachers and to urge them to grow in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Commentary on the Gospel of Mark: Bible Study
Notes and Comments David Pratte, 2018-12-26 Bible study notes and commentary on the New
Testament gospel of Mark. Emphasizes understanding the text with practical applications. Intended
to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on
technical issues.Written from the conservative viewpoint of faith in the Bible as the absolute,
inerrant, verbally inspired word of God.Topics discussed include:* Jesus' life and teaching* Jesus'
miracles* Jesus' parables* Jesus' fulfillment of prophecies* Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection
  coffman commentary matthew 16: In the House of My Pilgrimage Donald Sheehan,
2023-09-19 Don Sheehan’s early life, plagued by his father’s alcoholic violence, was at the same time
blessed by the good stories this intelligent man read aloud to his children. In his teens, unhappy in
school, Don joined a street gang and then the Army Reserves, where he found he had renounced
violence. On his eighteenth birthday, happening upon his post library, he walked straight to a book
of Japanese poems. It went, in turn, straight to his heart, for eight hours. He’d come home at last.
The house of Don’s pilgrimage encompasses a wide territory: spiritual, lyric, scholarly, usually all at
once. At our best, what we can take from engaging these essays is a way of falling into the heart to
embrace, suffer, and, in Christ, transfigure the world’s “ruining oppositions.” In doing so, we fulfill
what St. Maximus the Confessor saw as our human calling: to unify the polarities embedded in God’s
creation and thus make, not only ourselves, but all Creation whole.
  coffman commentary matthew 16: Give Me a Sign Kendall Conger, 2023-09-19 The Gospel of
John concisely captures volumes of thought and feeling in an original and bare-boned sketch. A
slower unpacking of this narrative outline is powerfully compelling in presenting Jesus as the central
figure in history whose supernatural life is the only explanation for the Gospel’s existence and its
global impact. The reader will see why John is considered by many to be the greatest literary work of
all time, and why Jesus is the preeminent figure in literary and human history. For believer and
unbeliever, it is important (and culturally relevant) to really grasp the one story and the one person



who has captivated and changed the world more than any other.
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