
coffman commentary acts 16

coffman commentary acts 16 offers an insightful and detailed exposition on the sixteenth chapter of

the Book of Acts. This chapter marks a significant phase in the Apostle Paul's missionary journeys,

highlighting key events such as the conversion of Lydia, the deliverance of the Philippian jailer, and the

establishment of early Christian communities in Europe. Coffman’s commentary provides historical

background, theological reflections, and practical applications that enrich the understanding of this

pivotal biblical narrative. Through a verse-by-verse analysis, the commentary elucidates the cultural

and spiritual dynamics that influenced the spread of Christianity. This article will explore Coffman’s

perspectives on the main events and themes of Acts 16, emphasizing its relevance for biblical

scholarship and contemporary faith practice. Readers will find a comprehensive overview that

integrates historical context, doctrinal insights, and exegetical depth, all grounded in the keyword

coffman commentary acts 16.
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The Context and Setting of Acts 16

Understanding the context and setting of Acts 16 is essential to grasping the full impact of the events

recorded. Coffman commentary acts 16 emphasizes the transition from Paul’s earlier journeys in Asia

Minor to his mission in Europe. This chapter situates Paul and his companions in the Roman province

of Macedonia, marking a significant geographical and cultural expansion of the early Christian mission.

The setting includes important cities such as Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea, which become vital

centers for the nascent church. Coffman highlights how the political and social environment of these

cities influenced the reception of the gospel message. The commentary also notes the strategic

importance of Roman roads and citizenship privileges that facilitated Paul’s travel and ministry.

Historical Background of Macedonia

Coffman commentary acts 16 provides a thorough historical background on Macedonia, describing it

as a Roman province with a diverse population including Greeks, Romans, and local tribes.

Macedonia’s economy, culture, and religious landscape are detailed to show the challenges and

opportunities Paul faced. The commentary points out the significance of Philippi as a Roman colony

with a strong military presence, which made it a unique context for evangelism and church planting.

Political and Social Factors

The political stability under Roman rule and the presence of Roman law had a profound effect on the

missionary efforts described in Acts 16. Coffman explains how Roman citizenship, which Paul

possessed, afforded certain legal protections and privileges that played a critical role in several

episodes narrated in the chapter. Social factors, including local customs and religious beliefs, also

shaped the interactions between Paul’s party and the communities they encountered.



Paul’s Missionary Journey in Acts 16

Coffman commentary acts 16 details the progression of Paul’s second missionary journey as recorded

in this chapter. After being directed by the Holy Spirit to enter Macedonia, Paul’s movements reflect

divine guidance and obedience. The journey includes significant stops that contribute to the

establishment of the church in Europe. The commentary underscores the importance of the vision Paul

received, which served as a decisive call to cross cultural and geographical barriers.

The Macedonian Call

The vision of a man from Macedonia pleading for help is a pivotal moment highlighted by Coffman.

This supernatural encounter is explained as a divine invitation that marks the gospel’s advance into

Europe. The commentary discusses the implications of this call for the expansion of Christianity and

the fulfillment of the Great Commission.

Companions and Their Roles

Coffman notes the involvement of key figures such as Silas, Timothy, and Luke, describing their

contributions to the mission. The commentary elaborates on Timothy’s circumcision as a strategic

decision to facilitate ministry among Jewish communities. The dynamic teamwork and spiritual

partnership among the missionaries are emphasized as essential factors in their success.

The Conversion of Lydia

The conversion of Lydia in Philippi is a landmark event in Acts 16, and Coffman commentary acts 16

offers a detailed analysis of this narrative. Lydia, a seller of purple cloth, is presented as the first

European convert to Christianity. Her story is significant for understanding the social dimensions of

early Christian conversion and the role of women in the church.



Lydia’s Background and Significance

Lydia’s occupation as a merchant dealing in luxury textiles indicates her social status and economic

influence. Coffman explores how her conversion represents the gospel’s appeal across social strata.

The commentary also highlights her hospitality and support for Paul’s mission, which set a precedent

for Christian fellowship and ministry.

Spiritual Preparation and Conversion

The commentary emphasizes Lydia’s openness to the gospel, noting that she was already a worshiper

of God, which prepared her heart for the message of Christ. Coffman interprets this as evidence of

God’s preparatory work before conversion, illustrating the interplay between divine grace and human

responsiveness.

The Philippian Jailer’s Salvation

One of the dramatic episodes in Acts 16 is the conversion of the Philippian jailer following Paul and

Silas’s imprisonment. Coffman commentary acts 16 provides a comprehensive examination of this

event, highlighting its theological and pastoral significance. The jailer’s experience underscores themes

of deliverance, faith, and the power of worship under persecution.

Imprisonment and Miraculous Deliverance

The circumstances leading to Paul and Silas’s imprisonment are explored in detail, including the

accusation and legal processes involved. Coffman discusses the miraculous earthquake that opened

the prison doors and its symbolism in demonstrating God’s intervention and protection. This event also

serves as a catalyst for the jailer’s conversion.



The Jailer’s Confession and Baptism

The commentary focuses on the jailer’s response, which includes repentance, confession of faith, and

immediate baptism. Coffman explains the significance of baptism as a public declaration of faith and

entrance into the Christian community. The jailer’s transformation illustrates the gospel’s power to

change lives even in dire circumstances.

Key Theological Themes in Acts 16

Coffman commentary acts 16 highlights several theological themes that emerge from the chapter,

providing depth to its narrative and doctrinal content. These themes include divine guidance, the

universality of the gospel, the role of faith amidst trials, and the establishment of the church as a

spiritual community.

Divine Guidance and the Holy Spirit

The role of the Holy Spirit in directing Paul’s mission is a recurring emphasis in Coffman’s analysis.

The commentary explains how the Spirit’s leading demonstrates God’s sovereign plan and care for the

expansion of the church. This divine guidance is presented as a model for Christian decision-making

and obedience.

The Universality of the Gospel

Acts 16 marks the gospel’s intentional outreach to the Gentiles in Europe, affirming its universal scope.

Coffman underscores how the chapter reflects the inclusiveness of salvation and the breaking down of

ethnic and cultural barriers. This theme is foundational to the mission and identity of the early church.



Faith and Perseverance Amidst Trials

The experiences of Paul and Silas, including imprisonment and suffering, highlight the necessity of

steadfast faith. Coffman discusses how their worship and prayer during hardship serve as an example

of Christian endurance. The commentary encourages believers to maintain trust in God despite

adversity.

Practical Applications from Coffman’s Commentary

Coffman commentary acts 16 offers practical lessons for contemporary readers and faith communities.

These applications draw from the historical and theological insights to inform personal spirituality and

church practice. The commentary encourages believers to embrace divine guidance, engage in cross-

cultural ministry, and demonstrate faith in action.

Lessons on Evangelism and Mission

The strategic and Spirit-led approach to mission demonstrated in Acts 16 serves as a guide for

modern evangelism. Coffman advocates for sensitivity to cultural contexts, reliance on the Holy Spirit,

and openness to unexpected opportunities for outreach.

Encouragement for Faithful Living

The examples of Paul, Silas, Lydia, and the jailer provide models for faithful living and witness.

Coffman emphasizes the importance of prayer, worship, hospitality, and courage in the Christian life.

These practical elements contribute to spiritual growth and effective ministry.

Building and Supporting Christian Communities

The formation of the Philippian church illustrates the need for nurturing new believers and establishing



supportive fellowship. Coffman’s commentary encourages churches to foster environments of

acceptance, teaching, and mutual care, reflecting the early church’s dynamics.

Embrace the guidance of the Holy Spirit in personal and communal decisions

Recognize the universal call of the gospel to all people

Maintain steadfast faith during trials and persecution

Prioritize hospitality and support for fellow believers

Engage in cross-cultural mission with sensitivity and obedience

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Coffman's commentary on Acts 16?

Coffman's commentary on Acts 16 emphasizes the spreading of the gospel through Paul's missionary

journeys, highlighting the role of divine guidance and the power of faith in overcoming obstacles.

How does Coffman interpret Paul's vision of the Macedonian man in

Acts 16?

Coffman interprets Paul's vision of the Macedonian man as a divine call directing Paul and his

companions to bring the gospel to Europe, marking a significant expansion of the Christian mission.



What significance does Coffman attribute to the conversion of Lydia in

Acts 16?

Coffman views Lydia's conversion as a pivotal moment demonstrating the gospel's reach to Gentiles

and the importance of hospitality and faith in the early Christian community.

According to Coffman, what lessons can be learned from Paul's

imprisonment in Philippi in Acts 16?

Coffman highlights that Paul's imprisonment teaches about steadfast faith, the power of prayer and

praise in adversity, and how God can use difficult circumstances to further His purposes.

How does Coffman describe the role of the Holy Spirit in Acts 16?

Coffman describes the Holy Spirit as an active guide in Acts 16, preventing Paul from preaching in

certain areas and directing him towards Macedonia, illustrating divine control over missionary work.

Additional Resources

1. The Acts of the Apostles: A Commentary by F.F. Bruce

This classic commentary provides a thorough examination of the Book of Acts, including a detailed

analysis of chapter 16. F.F. Bruce offers valuable historical context and theological insights that

deepen understanding of Paul’s missionary journeys. His scholarly yet accessible style makes it a

useful resource for both pastors and students.

2. Acts: An Exegetical Commentary by Craig S. Keener

Keener’s multi-volume work is known for its extensive research and comprehensive treatment of Acts.

In the volume covering Acts 16, he explores the cultural, social, and political background of Paul’s

ministry in Philippi. The commentary includes detailed linguistic analysis and application, making it a

rich resource for in-depth Bible study.



3. Acts: The Gospel of the Spirit by John Stott

John Stott’s commentary on Acts emphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit in the early church’s growth

and mission. His insights into chapter 16 highlight the Spirit’s guidance in Paul’s missionary work and

the dramatic events in Philippi. Stott’s clear and pastoral approach helps readers connect biblical

history with contemporary faith.

4. Acts (The New International Commentary on the New Testament) by I. Howard Marshall

Marshall’s commentary is a respected scholarly work that balances academic rigor with practical

application. In his treatment of Acts 16, he provides a detailed exegesis of Paul’s imprisonment and

the conversion of the Philippian jailer. The book is well-suited for seminary students and serious Bible

readers.

5. Coffman’s Commentary on Acts 16 by James Burton Coffman

This focused commentary specifically examines Acts 16 with Coffman’s signature blend of historical

detail and practical application. He offers insights into the significance of the Macedonian call and the

establishment of the Philippian church. Coffman’s work is valued for its clarity and devotional tone.

6. Acts: A Theological Commentary on the Bible by Willie James Jennings

Jennings provides a theological reflection on the narrative of Acts, including the events in chapter 16.

His work explores the themes of mission, community, and the movement of the Spirit within diverse

cultural settings. This commentary invites readers to consider the implications of Acts for contemporary

church life and social justice.

7. Paul’s Missionary Journeys and the Book of Acts by John B. Polhill

This book focuses on the missionary journeys of Paul as recorded in Acts, with a detailed section on

chapter 16. Polhill discusses the strategic significance of Philippi and the impact of Paul’s work there

on the spread of Christianity. The work combines historical geography with biblical exposition.

8. Acts 16-28 (Word Biblical Commentary) by Darrell L. Bock

Darrell Bock’s commentary covers the latter half of Acts with scholarly precision. His analysis of

chapter 16 includes linguistic insights and cultural context relevant to Paul’s experiences in Philippi.



The commentary is noted for its thoroughness and usefulness in academic study.

9. The Spirit, the Church, and the World: The Message of Acts 13–28 by William J. Larkin Jr.

Larkin’s work explores the theological and missional dimensions of Acts 13–28, including chapter 16.

He highlights the Spirit’s role in guiding the early church’s expansion and the establishment of new

communities like Philippi. The commentary is accessible to lay readers while maintaining scholarly

integrity.
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the author of The Offer of Paradise in Our Lifetime, is convicted that this is not a spectator sport,
especially in these moments of history. This volume is a Bible and Spirit of Prophecy-based discourse
on the role we have in hastening Christ's return and the end of this sin-tarnished planet. Found
within these pages is a prayerful and systematic search into the question of what is keeping the
Lord's finishing touches of salvation on hold. Many, even within the household of faith, find
themselves troubled over the thought of hearing reports indicating that the end has come. While
believing in the second coming, the sense of its imminence is frequently a source of hesitation. Could
this have something to do with our uncertainty over whether we are ready or not? With that said,
good news is coming. Readers will examine how the power of endurance and readiness, available to
young and old, is enlarged by an understanding of God's plan of granting His saints today an
indispensable role in the timing of the end. This role encompasses unity on simple but specific
commitments of faith. Our reward will be the privilege of claiming the promise of His return within
our lifetime as a reality, not speculative sensationalism. This privilege includes a
precursor—cooperating with and being filled by the Holy Spirit to an unprecedented measure—that
we may ultimately reflect the image of God and more effectively draw a countless multitude from
every nation, kindred, and tribe into His fold.
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study notes and commentary on the New Testament Book of Acts. Emphasizes understanding the
text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and
preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint
of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include
discussion of these topics: * Examples of conversion * Establishment and history of the early church
* Work of the Holy Spirit in spiritual gifts and miracles * Gospel evangelism and salvation of sinners
* Testimony of the apostles as witnesses of the resurrection * Jesus' reign as King over His kingdom
* Pattern of worship, work, and organization in Jesus' church
  coffman commentary acts 16: Seventy Weeks Prophecy: How the Bible Foretold the
Year Jesus(As) and Muhammad(Saw) Will Come on Earth Pedro C. Arceno Jr, 2020-09-10
Volume One of this book will discuss about the true gospel of Jesus(as) which is about the imminent
coming of the Son of Man and the establishment of the universal Kingdom of God on earth. We will
emphasize the fact that the entire ministry of Jesus(as) is all about the good news of the imminent
fulfillment of the “Son of Man Prophecy” and the “Kingdom of God Prophecy” of Prophet Daniel(as)
as written in the Bible. Based on the correct context and interpretation, the Son of Man mentioned
by Jesus(as) refers to Prophet Muhammad(saw) and the Kingdom of God refers to Islam. Volume Two
will discuss about the fulfillment of the 70 Weeks Prophecy of Prophet Daniel(as). That this prophecy
is actually a countdown to know the year Jesus(as) and Muhammad(saw) will come on earth.
Jesus(as) is expected to arrive in the 69th Week of the countdown, and Prophet Muhammad(saw) will
arrive in the 70th Week of the countdown. Its exact fulfillment in history (such as the year of their
birth, the starting year of their ministry and the year their respective messianic mission will be
accomplished) is a miracle or sign from Allah swt (Qur’an 20:133) and a clear evidence (Qur’an 61:6)
attesting the veracity of the prophethood of both Jesus(as) and Muhammad(saw). This will explain to
us why there are Jews who knew what time or year Jesus(as) will arrive on earth; and why there
were Jews in Yathrib Arabia who knew what time or year Muhammad(saw) will emerge as
Messenger of God.
  coffman commentary acts 16: The Gospel According to the Trinity Nicholas S. Perez,
2025-04-22 The gospel begins with God. God exists eternally as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. How
does what we believe about the Trinity impact the redemption of people before time began, in time,
all the way to when time is no more? In The Gospel According to Trinity, Nicholas S. Perez takes
readers from eternity to eternity, exploring the work of the triune God in redeeming people. While
considering arguments from within his own ecclesiastical setting, the Stone-Campbell Movement, he
challenges understandings of the outworking of redemption that do not maintain Trinitarian
harmony and agreement between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The result is a more
consistent view of the gospel within a Trinitarian framework.
  coffman commentary acts 16: Minor Prophets in a Major Key Chris Woodall, 2018-01-24 All
Scripture is God-breathed, but not every portion of it is embraced by Christians with equal vigor.
Tribal lists, specific sacrificial obligations, seemingly endless genealogical records, and apparently
gratuitous acts of warfare are readily scanned over. But could the minor prophets be added to that
list? Should they be? They certainly seem more difficult to locate for many of us than, say, the books
of Moses or the Psalms. The writer is clear in his assessment from the start, positing that our
relative ignorance of these twelve books, tucked away at the end of the Old Testament, impinges
negatively on the Christian believer's walk. Covering a period of around four hundred years, each
book is revealed through two contextual settings: the historical and that which was personal to the
individual pensmith, before a brief overview reveals the main points of that author's writing. The
bulk of each chapter is concerned with the Major Key of the title. Taking a verse or two from each of
the minor prophets, Chris Woodall develops a theme to bring practical application with a potentially
positive impact to life as a Christian in the twenty-first century from lessons over two-and-a-half
thousand years old.
  coffman commentary acts 16: Just Follow Jesus Billy Joseph Stines, 2019-12-18 Who were
the men called by Jesus? Among the twelve disciples were two sets of brothers – Peter and Andrew,



James and John – and a man named Matthew. If we were selecting individuals to follow Jesus, these
men would have never been on our list. But Jesus saw something in them we could never see. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John made their livelihood fishing in the Sea of Galilee. Matthew collected taxes
for the hated Roman empire. Each was an average man just going about his daily business. But Jesus
turned their lives upside down by calling to them, saying, “Follow me.” Just as his call changed their
lives, it can change your life, too. Billy Joseph Stines, who served almost forty years at six churches
scattered around North and South Carolina, explores why you should listen to the call of Jesus. He
also urges readers to stop dismissing those parts of the Bible that do not fit their idea of who God is.
Instead of seeking peace through compromise, the goal must be to discover the truth – Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary acts 16: Books in Print Supplement , 1988
  coffman commentary acts 16: Commentary on Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians:
Bible Study Notes and Comments David Pratte, 2019-01-16 Bible study notes and commentary on
the New Testament books of Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Emphasizes understanding the
text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including teachers and
preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the conservative viewpoint
of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God. Comments include
discussion of these topics: * Redemption through Christ * The church in God's eternal purpose *
Salvation by grace through faith * The new life in Christ * Relations between husbands and wives,
parents and children * Victory over Satan by the armor of God * The Deity of Jesus * Joy in Christ
#Bible #BibleStudy
  coffman commentary acts 16: Christians Too, Must Obey Wayne Talbot, 2018-01-05 Cursed
is the one who will not uphold the words of this Torah, to perform them; and the entire people shall
say, Amen (Deut. 27:26 TJB). King David wrote of Torah: The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
my soul . . . the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is
pure, enlightening the eyes (Ps. 19:78). He also wrote, I will delight myself in Your statutes, I will
not forget Your word. . . . Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it . . . I
will delight myself in Your commandments, which I love. . . . Your statutes have been my songs, in
the house of my pilgrimage. . . . The earth, O Lord, is full of Your mercy, teach me Your statutes (Ps.
119) Centuries later, Martin Luther wrote: The law, when it is in its true sense, doth nothing else but
reveal sin, engender wrath, accuse and terrify men, so that it bringeth them to the very brink of
desperation. This is the proper use of the law, and here it hath an end, and it ought to go no further.
Who was right? Was the Torah a gracious gift of a loving God, providing guidance for all generations
and for all time, or was its giving a malicious act of God against the children of Israel? Did Jesus
fulfill the law in such a way as to be not applicable to his followers even though his early followers,
the apostles, and disciples did not believe so, continuing to be Torah observant and practicing
Judaism in a Messianic context? When the Church of Rome condemned the Nazarenes as heretics,
were they not also proclaiming the Jewish followers of Jesus as heretics, including the twelve
apostles? This study attempts to answer those questions.
  coffman commentary acts 16: Books in Print , 1994
  coffman commentary acts 16: Catalog of Copyright Entries, Third Series Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1969 The record of each copyright registration listed in the Catalog
includes a description of the work copyrighted and data relating to the copyright claim (the name of
the copyright claimant as given in the application for registration, the copyright date, the copyright
registration number, etc.).
  coffman commentary acts 16: A Commentary on the Law of Evidence in Civil Issues Francis
Wharton, 2024-06-27 Reprint of the original, first published in 1877.
  coffman commentary acts 16: A Commentary on the Law of Evidence in Civil Issues
Francis Wharton, 1877
  coffman commentary acts 16: A Commentary on the Revelation of Jesus Christ with Old
Testament Allusions Bob Cunningham, 2020-06-07 Many people struggle with the book of Revelation
because it is filled with strange symbols, numbers and bizarre images of beasts and visions. A



blessing is promised (Rev 1:3) to all who read it but it cannot be received if one is intimidated by
engaging the book. The key to understanding it lies in the context in which it was written which is
the Old Testament. This book attempts to open up the reader to greater understanding of the book
by giving the Old Testament references that John's readers would have been familiar with for the
passages the Holy Spirit inspired John to write. .
  coffman commentary acts 16: Commentary on Deuteronomy, the Fifth Book of Moses
James Burton Coffman, 1988
  coffman commentary acts 16: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress. Copyright
Office, 1971
  coffman commentary acts 16: Subject Guide to Children's Books in Print 1997 Bowker
Editorial Staff, R R Bowker Publishing, 1996-09
  coffman commentary acts 16: Subject Guide to Books in Print , 1997
  coffman commentary acts 16: Bible Understanding Made Easy (Vol 2) Anthony L.
Norwood, 2009-07-27 Bible Understanding Made Easy is a series of books used to inspire and teach
the Word of God to sincere souls trying to draw closer to God. This volume is dedicated to building
understanding of the life of Jesus Christ as taught by the book of Matthew. The world has been
intrigued by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ for nearly 2,000 years to this date. This is for good
reason. He is a wonderful Lord and Savior. He is also the Master teacher. All mankind must know
Him in order to be saved. Knowledge of His will for our lives brings peace and joy to ones soul. This
work is dedicated to showing the world the peace and joy of Jesus Christ by a more in-depth study of
who He is and what He offers to mankind. The method of teaching used in this book was purposely
kept as simple as possible so that beginning students of the Bible can be inspired and build a rich
foundation of understanding the Bible that will last a lifetime! This volume is more in-depth than the
first installment of this series entitled Bible Understanding Made Easy, Volume 1: The Old
Testament. This is because more time is devoted to studying verse-by-verse and small groups of
verses. Lastly, as an added bonus, there are many life application style mini-lessons that Christians
of today can use to help build faith, encourage, and inspire sincere folks to maintain a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. For ordering within the United States of America and outside of the
United States of America please call (toll-free in the U.S.) 1-888-795-4274 or Email XLibris at
orders@xlibris.com. The easiest way would be to add the book to your shopping cart above and
order online as another alternative. Normally, you may pay using your nations own currency (i.e. the
U.S. dollar, the British pound, Euro, etc.). Please call or Email XLibris Corporation for currency
exchange rates.. Please do not forget to purchase the first in this series entitled Bible Understanding
Made Easy, Volume 1: The Old Testament {click here to be taken to volume 1}
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