cold war overview

cold war overview provides a comprehensive understanding of one of the most significant
geopolitical conflicts of the 20th century. Spanning roughly from 1947 to 1991, the Cold War was a
period marked by intense rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union, influencing global
politics, economics, and military strategies. This era was characterized by ideological confrontation
between capitalism and communism, nuclear arms races, proxy wars, and diplomatic tensions that
shaped international relations. Key events such as the Berlin Blockade, Cuban Missile Crisis, and the
Vietnam War defined the period’s complexity. The Cold War also spurred technological
advancements, including the space race and intelligence operations. This article will explore the
origins, major conflicts, diplomatic efforts, and the eventual dissolution of the Cold War, offering an
insightful cold war overview for readers seeking detailed historical context.
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Origins and Causes of the Cold War

Post-World War II Power Dynamics

Following World War II, the global power structure was significantly altered, with the United States
and the Soviet Union emerging as superpowers. The devastation in Europe and Asia created a
vacuum that both nations sought to fill, each promoting their political and economic ideologies. The
ideological divide between American capitalism and Soviet communism laid the groundwork for
mutual suspicion and competition.

Ideological Differences and Mutual Distrust

The Cold War was fundamentally rooted in the stark ideological conflict between democratic
capitalism and authoritarian communism. The United States aimed to contain the spread of
communism worldwide, while the Soviet Union sought to expand its influence. This mutual distrust
was intensified by contrasting political systems, economic models, and visions for postwar
reconstruction.



Key Early Events Triggering the Cold War

Several pivotal events accelerated tensions between the superpowers in the immediate postwar
period. These included the Soviet Union’s establishment of communist governments in Eastern
Europe, the Truman Doctrine’s commitment to containing communism, and the Marshall Plan’s
economic aid package to Western Europe. The Berlin Blockade of 1948-1949 was one of the first
major confrontations, exemplifying the escalating hostility.

Major Conflicts and Crises

Berlin Blockade and Airlift

The Berlin Blockade (1948-1949) was a significant early Cold War crisis where the Soviet Union
blocked all ground access to West Berlin in an attempt to force the Allies out. In response, the
United States and its allies organized a massive airlift to supply the city with food and fuel,
ultimately forcing the Soviets to lift the blockade. This event underscored the high-stakes nature of
Cold War confrontations.

Korean War

From 1950 to 1953, the Korean War became the first major armed conflict of the Cold War. North
Korea, backed by the Soviet Union and China, invaded South Korea, which was supported by the
United States and United Nations forces. The war ended in an armistice, maintaining the division of
Korea at the 38th parallel, and demonstrated the global reach of Cold War tensions.

Cuban Missile Crisis

One of the most dangerous moments of the Cold War occurred in 1962 during the Cuban Missile
Crisis. The Soviet deployment of nuclear missiles in Cuba triggered a 13-day confrontation with the
United States, bringing the world to the brink of nuclear war. The crisis was resolved through
diplomatic negotiations, leading to the removal of missiles from Cuba and a secret agreement to
withdraw U.S. missiles from Turkey.

Vietnam War

The Vietnam War (1955-1975) was a protracted conflict fueled by Cold War dynamics, with
communist North Vietnam supported by the Soviet Union and China, and South Vietnam backed by
the United States. The war had profound political and social impacts, significantly affecting U.S.
domestic opinion and military strategy. It ended with the fall of Saigon and the unification of
Vietnam under communist control.



Diplomatic Strategies and Policies

Containment Policy

The containment policy was central to U.S. strategy during the Cold War, aimed at preventing the
spread of communism beyond its existing borders. Introduced by diplomat George F. Kennan, this
approach influenced various U.S. actions, including economic aid, military alliances, and covert
operations designed to limit Soviet influence globally.

Detente and Arms Control

During the late 1960s and 1970s, both superpowers pursued a policy of détente, seeking to reduce
tensions through diplomacy and arms control agreements. Key treaties such as the Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks (SALT) and the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty reflected efforts to curb the nuclear
arms race and establish frameworks for peaceful coexistence.

Proxy Wars and Covert Operations

Direct military confrontation between the U.S. and Soviet Union was largely avoided during the Cold
War, but both engaged in proxy wars and covert operations to extend influence. These included
support for opposing sides in conflicts in Africa, Latin America, and Asia, as well as intelligence
activities carried out by agencies like the CIA and KGB.

Impact on Global Politics and Society

Division of the World into Blocs

The Cold War resulted in the division of the world into two major political and military blocs: the
Western bloc led by the United States and NATO, and the Eastern bloc dominated by the Soviet
Union and the Warsaw Pact. This bipolar structure influenced international relations, alliance
formations, and regional conflicts for decades.

Technological and Scientific Advancements

The competition between the superpowers spurred significant technological advancements,
including the development of nuclear weapons, missile technology, and space exploration. The space
race, highlighted by events such as the Soviet launch of Sputnik and the American Apollo moon
landing, showcased the Cold War’s impact on scientific progress.



Social and Cultural Effects

The Cold War also affected societies worldwide, influencing education, media, and cultural
expression. Propaganda campaigns, censorship, and ideological indoctrination were common in both
blocs. Additionally, fears of espionage and nuclear war shaped public consciousness and political
discourse, particularly in the United States and Soviet Union.

The End of the Cold War and Its Legacy

Factors Leading to the Cold War’s End

The Cold War began to wind down in the late 1980s due to several factors, including economic
stagnation in the Soviet Union, reforms introduced by Mikhail Gorbachev such as glasnost and
perestroika, and increased diplomatic engagement with the West. These changes reduced tensions
and opened the door to negotiations.

Fall of the Berlin Wall and Soviet Dissolution

The symbolic fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 marked a turning point, leading to German reunification
and the collapse of communist regimes across Eastern Europe. In 1991, the Soviet Union officially
dissolved, ending the Cold War era and reshaping the geopolitical landscape.

Ongoing Influence of the Cold War

The legacy of the Cold War continues to influence international relations, security policies, and
cultural memory. Issues such as nuclear proliferation, NATO expansion, and U.S.-Russia relations
remain shaped by Cold War dynamics. Understanding this historical period is essential for
comprehending contemporary global affairs.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Cold War?

The Cold War was a period of geopolitical tension between the United States and the Soviet Union
and their respective allies, lasting from the end of World War II in 1945 until the early 1990s.

What were the main causes of the Cold War?

The main causes of the Cold War included ideological differences between capitalism and
communism, mutual distrust, competition for global influence, and conflicting interests in post-
World War IT Europe.

What were the key events during the Cold War?

Key events of the Cold War include the Berlin Blockade, Korean War, Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam
War, the Space Race, and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

How did the Cold War impact global politics?

The Cold War shaped global politics by dividing the world into two major blocs, leading to numerous
proxy wars, arms races including nuclear weapons, and the establishment of military alliances like
NATO and the Warsaw Pact.

What role did nuclear weapons play in the Cold War?

Nuclear weapons were central to the Cold War, as both superpowers built massive arsenals to deter
each other in a strategy known as mutually assured destruction (MAD), which prevented direct
large-scale conflict.

How did the Cold War come to an end?

The Cold War ended with the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, following a series of reforms
by Mikhail Gorbachev, easing of tensions, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the collapse of communist
regimes in Eastern Europe.

What is the legacy of the Cold War today?

The Cold War's legacy includes ongoing geopolitical tensions, the spread of nuclear weapons, the
division of Korea, NATO's continued presence, and the influence on modern international relations
and military strategies.

Additional Resources

1. The Cold War: A New History
This book by John Lewis Gaddis offers a concise and accessible overview of the Cold War, examining
its origins, major events, and consequences. Gaddis provides insight into the geopolitical strategies



of both the United States and the Soviet Union, highlighting key moments that shaped global
politics. The narrative also discusses the ideological conflicts and the eventual collapse of the Soviet
Union.

2. Iron Curtain: The Cold War in Europe

Written by Anne Applebaum, this book focuses on the division of Europe following World War IT and
the establishment of communist regimes in Eastern Europe. Applebaum explores the political
repression, economic hardships, and social changes imposed by Soviet influence. It provides a
detailed look at how the Iron Curtain affected millions of lives during the Cold War.

3. The Cold War: A World History

Odd Arne Westad’s comprehensive work expands the scope of the Cold War beyond the U.S.-Soviet
rivalry to include its global impact. The book covers conflicts in Asia, Africa, and Latin America,
illustrating how the Cold War influenced decolonization and regional wars. Westad emphasizes the
ideological battle and the struggle for influence in the developing world.

4. Strategies of Containment: A Critical Appraisal of American National Security Policy during the
Cold War

John Lewis Gaddis analyzes the American strategies used to contain Soviet expansion from the end
of World War II to the 1980s. This book delves into the development of policy doctrines such as
containment, deterrence, and détente. It provides a critical assessment of U.S. foreign policy
decisions and their effectiveness throughout the Cold War period.

5. The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of Our Times

In this book, Odd Arne Westad explores the Cold War's influence on the Third World, focusing on
how superpower rivalry affected countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. It reveals the extent to
which local conflicts were shaped by global ideological competition. The book highlights the long-
term consequences for international relations and development.

6. Cold War: An International History

By David S. Painter, this book provides a detailed diplomatic history of the Cold War, focusing on
international relations and interactions between major powers. Painter examines the roles of
diplomacy, espionage, and military alliances in maintaining the balance of power. The work offers a
nuanced understanding of the Cold War’s complexity and its global reach.

7. The Cold War and the Color Line: American Race Relations in the Global Arena

Thomas Borstelmann’s book investigates how the Cold War influenced American domestic policies,
particularly regarding race relations. It argues that racial issues in the U.S. became a significant
factor in Cold War diplomacy and propaganda. The book connects civil rights struggles to broader
global ideological battles.

8. One Minute to Midnight: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and Castro on the Brink of Nuclear War

Michael Dobbs retells the Cuban Missile Crisis, a pivotal moment in the Cold War when the world
came closest to nuclear conflict. The book offers a detailed narrative of the political and military
decisions made by key leaders. It captures the tension, diplomacy, and near-catastrophe that defined
this critical episode.

9. The Cold War: A Military History

By David Miller, this book focuses on the military aspects of the Cold War, including arms races,
proxy wars, and military strategy. It provides an overview of how military technology and doctrines
evolved during the period. The book explains the influence of military considerations on Cold War



diplomacy and global security.
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cold war overview: The Cold War Katherine A.S. Sibley, 1998-09-17 Designed to meet the
needs of high school and college students, this one-stop resource features narrative history, analysis,
biographical profiles, key primary documents, and other reference tools on the Cold War. Based on
the latest scholarship, Sibley provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of the Cold War, which
lasted from 1945 until the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. Following a historical overview,
six essays, organized topically, examine the key themes that characterized the Cold War: its origins
in the distrust among the World War II allies, the force of American anti-Communism, Washington's
enhanced postwar global role, the competing objectives of the U.S. and U.S.S.R. in pursuit of global
influence, and the reasons why the Soviet Union did not survive the Cold War. A timeline of events,
glossary of terms, biographical profiles of major players, and the text of 17 key documents necessary
for student research on the Cold War provide valuable research tools. Following a timeline of events
and narrative historical overview, six topical essays discuss the origins of the Cold War;
McCarthyism and internal security in the United States; the Cold War in Asia; the Cold War in Latin
America, the Middle East, and Africa; the end of detente and revived hopes for Soviet-American
relations ushered in by Gorbachev, and its denouement; and the legacies and implications of the
Cold War. Documents include a variety of speeches, excerpts from the memoirs of leaders on both
sides of the Cold War, as well as the text of key government documents. Each document is preceded
by an explanatory introduction. An annotated bibliography of works suitable for students, and a
selection of photographs enhance the value of this work.

cold war overview: War in the Balkans Richard C. Hall, 2014-10-09 This authoritative
reference follows the history of conflicts in the Balkan Peninsula from the 19th century through the
present day. The Balkan Peninsula, which consists of Albania, Bulgaria, Romania, Moldova, and the
former Yugoslavia, resides in the southeastern part of the European continent. Its strategic location
as well as its long and bloody history of conflict have helped to define the Balkans' role in global
affairs. This singular reference focuses on the events, individuals, organizations, and ideas that have
made this region an international player and shaped warfare there for hundreds of years. Historian
and author Richard C. Hall traces the sociopolitical history of the area, starting with the early
internal conflicts as the Balkan states attempted to break away from the Ottoman Empire to the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand that ignited World War I to the Yugoslav Wars that
erupted in the 1990s and the subsequent war crimes still being investigated today. Additional
coverage focuses on how these countries continue to play an important role in global affairs and
international politics.

cold war overview: The Routledge Handbook of the Cold War Artemy M. Kalinovsky, Craig
Daigle, 2014-06-05 This new Handbook offers a wide-ranging overview of current scholarship on the
Cold War, with essays from many leading scholars. The field of Cold War history has consistently
been one of the most vibrant in the field of international studies. Recent scholarship has added to
our understanding of familiar Cold War events, such as the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis
and superpower détente, and shed new light on the importance of ideology, race, modernization, and
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transnational movements. The Routledge Handbook of the Cold War draws on the wealth of new
Cold War scholarship, bringing together essays on a diverse range of topics such as geopolitics,
military power and technology and strategy. The chapters also address the importance of non-state
actors, such as scientists, human rights activists and the Catholic Church, and examine the
importance of development, foreign aid and overseas assistance. The volume is organised into nine
parts: Part I: The Early Cold War Part II: Cracks in the Bloc Part III: Decolonization, Imperialism and
its Consequences Part IV: The Cold War in the Third World Part V: The Era of Detente Part VI:
Human Rights and Non-State Actors Part VII: Nuclear Weapons, Technology and Intelligence Part
VIII: Psychological Warfare, Propaganda and Cold War Culture Part IX: The End of the Cold War
This new Handbook will be of great interest to all students of Cold War history, international history,
foreign policy, security studies and IR in general.

cold war overview: World History Encyclopedia [21 volumes] Alfred ]J. Andrea Ph.D.,
2011-03-23 An unprecedented undertaking by academics reflecting an extraordinary vision of world
history, this landmark multivolume encyclopedia focuses on specific themes of human development
across cultures era by era, providing the most in-depth, expansive presentation available of the
development of humanity from a global perspective. Well-known and widely respected historians
worked together to create and guide the project in order to offer the most up-to-date visions
available. A monumental undertaking. A stunning academic achievement. ABC-CLIO's World History
Encyclopedia is the first comprehensive work to take a large-scale thematic look at the human
species worldwide. Comprised of 21 volumes covering 9 eras, an introductory volume, and an index,
it charts the extraordinary journey of humankind, revealing crucial connections among civilizations
in different regions through the ages. Within each era, the encyclopedia highlights pivotal
interactions and exchanges among cultures within eight broad thematic categories: population and
environment, society and culture, migration and travel, politics and statecraft, economics and trade,
conflict and cooperation, thought and religion, science and technology. Aligned to national history
standards and packed with images, primary resources, current citations, and extensive teaching and
learning support, the World History Encyclopedia gives students, educators, researchers, and
interested general readers a means of navigating the broad sweep of history unlike any ever
published.

cold war overview: The Cold War Bradley Lightbody, 1999 Bradley Lightbody here examines
the complex arguments which divided East and West following the Second World war, and analyzes
its eight major phases from the emergence of the Cold War through the late 1980s.

cold war overview: AP European History Premium, 2024: 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive
Review + Online Practice Seth A. Roberts, 2023-07-04 Always study with the most up-to-date prep!
Look for AP European History Premium, 2025: Prep Book with 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive
Review + Online Practice, ISBN 9781506291611, on sale July 2, 2024. Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or
access to any online entities included with the product.

cold war overview: Social History of the United States Brian Greenberg, Linda S. Watts,
Richard A. Greenwald, Gordon Reavley, Alice L. George, Scott Beekman, Cecelia Bucki, Mark
Ciabattari, John C. Stoner, Troy D. Paino, Laurie Mercier, Andrew Hunt, Peter C. Holloran, Nancy
Cohen, 2008-10-23 This ten-volume encyclopedia explores the social history of 20th-century America
in rich, authoritative detail, decade by decade, through the eyes of its everyday citizens. Social
History of the United States is a cornerstone reference that tells the story of 20th-century America,
examining the interplay of policies, events, and everyday life in each decade of the 1900s with
unmatched authority, clarity, and insight. Spanning ten volumes and featuring the work of some of
the foremost social historians working today, Social History of the United States bridges the gap
between 20th-century history as it played out on the grand stage and history as it affected—and was
affected by—citizens at the grassroots level. Covering each decade in a separate volume, this
exhaustive work draws on the most compelling scholarship to identify important themes and
institutions, explore daily life and working conditions across the economic spectrum, and examine all



aspects of the American experience from a citizen's-eye view. Casting the spotlight on those whom
history often leaves in the dark, Social History of the United States is an essential addition to any
library collection.

cold war overview: The Literature Review Diana Ridley, 2012-07-23 This second edition of
Diana Ridley’s bestselling book provides a step-by-step guide to conducting a literature search and
literature review, using cases and examples throughout to demonstrate best practice. Ridley outlines
practical strategies for conducting a systematic search of the available literature, reading and note
taking and writing up your literature review as part of an undergraduate research project, Masters
dissertation or PhD thesis. New to this edition are: Examples drawn from a wide range of disciplines
A new chapter on conducting systematic reviews Increased guidance on evaluating the quality of
online sources and online literature Enhanced guidance in dealing with copyright and permissions
issues. This book also comes with a companion website containing a wide range of examples of
successful literature reviews from various academic disciplines. SAGE Study Skills are essential
study guides for students of all levels. From how to write great essays and succeeding at university,
to writing your undergraduate dissertation and doing postgraduate research, SAGE Study Skills help
you get the best from your time at university. Visit the SAGE Study Skills hub for tips, quizzes and
videos on study success!

cold war overview: Critical Issues in the History of Spaceflight Stephen ]J. Dick, Steven J. Dick,
Roger D. Launius, 2006 In March 2005, the NASA History Division and the Division of Space History
at the National Air and Space Museum brought together a distinguished group of scholars to
consider the state of the discipline of space history. This volume is a collection of essays based on
those deliberations. The meeting took place at a time of extraordinary transformation for NASA,
stemming from the new Vision of Space Exploration announced by President George W. Bush in
January 204: to go to the Moon, Mars, and beyond. This Vision, in turn, stemmed from a deep
reevaluation of NASA?s goals in the wake of the Space Shuttle Columbia accident and the
recommendations of the Columbia Accident Investigation Board. The new goals were seen as
initiating a New Age of Exploration and were placed in the context of the importance of exploration
and discovery to the American experiences. (Amazon).

cold war overview: Routledge Handbook of Memory and Reconciliation in East Asia
Mikyoung Kim, 2015-10-05 Decades after the end of the World War II East Asia continues to
struggle with lingering animosities and unresolved historical grievances in domestic, bilateral and
regional memory landscapes. China, Japan and the Korea share a history of inter- and intra-violence,
self-other identity construction and diametrically opposed interpretations of the past. Routledge
Handbook of Memory and Reconciliation in East Asia offers a complete overview of the challenges of
national memory and ideological rivalry for reconciliation in the East Asian region. Chapters provide
authoritative analyses of contentious issues such as comfort women, the Nanjing massacre, history
textbook controversies, shared heritage sites, colonial rule, territorial disputes and restitution. By
interweaving memory, human rights and reconciliation the contributors actively explore real
prospects of redressing past wrongs and achieving peaceful coexistence at personal as well as
governmental levels. Bringing together an international team of experts, this book is an essential
read for students and scholars of East Asian studies, anthropology, gender studies, history,
international relations, law, political science, and sociology, and for those interested in memory and
reconciliation issues.

cold war overview: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Military and Diplomatic
History Timothy J. Lynch, 2013 *Entries written by renowned diplomatic and military historians as
well as key scholars in international relations *Provides assessments and analyses of key episodes,
issues and actors in the military and diplomatic history of the United States *Based on the
award-winning Oxford Companion to United States History *Comprehensive collection of entries
that span the founding of the U.S. to its present state *Offers a wide range of perspectives to
provide an encompassing context of the United States' military and diplomatic legacies *Expansive
bibliographies and suggested readings for each article to aid in research The Oxford Encyclopedia of




American Military and Diplomatic History, a two-volume set, will offer both assessment and analysis
of the key episodes, issues and actors in the military and diplomatic history of the United States. At a
time of war, in which ongoing efforts to recalibrate American diplomacy are as imperative as they
are perilous, the Oxford Encyclopedia will present itself as the first recourse for scholars wishing to
deepen their understanding of the crucial features of the historical and contemporary foreign policy
landscape and its perennially martial components. Entries will be written by the top diplomatic and
military historians and key scholars of international relations from within the American academy,
supplemented, as is appropriate for an encyclopedia of diplomacy, with entries from foreign-based
academics, in the United Kingdom and elsewhere. The crucial importance of the subject is reflected
in the popularity of university courses dedicated to diplomatic and military history and the enduring
appeal of international relations (IR) as a political science discipline drawing on both. The Oxford
Encyclopedia will be a basic reference tool across both disciplines - a potentially very significant
market. Readership: University-level undergraduate and graduate students in History

cold war overview: Access to History: In search of the American Dream: the USA,
c1917-96 for Edexcel Vivienne Sanders, 2018-09-17 Exam Board: Edexcel Level: AS/A-level
Subject: History First teaching: September 2015 First exams: Summer 2016 (AS), Summer 2017
(A-level) Give your students the best chance of success with this tried and tested series, combining
in-depth analysis, engaging narrative and accessibility. Access to History is the most popular,
trusted and wide-ranging series for A-level History students. This title: - Supports the content and
assessment requirements of the 2015 A-level History specifications - Contains authoritative and
engaging content - Includes thought-provoking key debates that examine the opposing views and
approaches of historians - Provides exam-style questions and guidance for each relevant
specification to help students understand how to apply what they have learnt This title is suitable for
a variety of courses including: - Edexcel: Option 1F: In Search of the American Dream: the USA,
c1917-96

cold war overview: The Decline of America David D. Schein, 2018-02-13 The Decline of
America offers a carefully documented analysis of the last seventeen U.S. presidents. These men,
eight Democrats and nine Republicans, have shaped the last 100 years, not only for America, but for
the world. Each president is profiled with unsparing scrutiny so we can see where it’s all gone
wrong. David Schein follows these critiques by proposing ways to improve America’s outlook for the
next 100 years—before it’s too late.

cold war overview: Japan's Siberian Intervention, 1918-1922 Paul E. Dunscomb,
2012-07-10 The fifty months of the Siberian Intervention encompass the existential crisis which
affected Japanese at virtually all levels when confronted with the new world situation left in the
wake of the First World War. From elite politicians and military professionals, to public intellectuals
and the families of servicemen in small garrison towns, the intervention was perceived as a test of
how Japan might fit itself into the emerging postwar world order. Both domestically and
internationally Japan's actions in Siberia were seen as critical proof of the nation's ability, depending
on one's viewpoint, to embrace or to ride out the trends of the times, the seeming triumph of
constitutional democracy and Wilsonian internationalism. The course of the Siberian Intervention
illuminates the struggle to cement responsible party cabinets at the heart of Japanese decision
making, the high water mark of efforts to bring the Japanese military under civilian control, the
attempt to fundamentally reshape Japanese continental policy, and the hopes of millions of Japanese
that their voices be heard and their desires respected by the nation's leaders. The book attempts a
broad examination of domestic politics, foreign policy, and military action by incorporating a wide
array of voices through a detailed examination of public comment and discussion in journals and
magazines, the major circulation daily newspapers of Tokyo and Osaka as well as those of smaller
cities such as Nara, Mito, Oita, and Tsuruga.

cold war overview: Global Governmentality Wendy Larner, William Walters, 2004-08-02
Global Governmentality extends Foucault's political thought towards international studies, exploring
the governance of the global, the international, the regional and many other extra-domestic spaces.



cold war overview: America's Promise W. J. Rorabaugh, Donald T. Critchlow, Paula C. Baker,
2004 America's Promise is a concise, highly readable introduction to American History. Designed to
clearly explain major themes and events, it also captures the rich and often amusing character of the
American people. The strong narrative emphasizes public life and how individuals constructed public
structures in which they lived and worked. Including the latest scholarship in social, cultural, and
political history, the work integrates the history and importance of women and minorities. To aid
students in learning and reviewing, each chapter begins with a preview of the main ideas that will be
discussed and ends with a conclusion that reinforces the key concepts. Rather than being simply
declaratory signposts, section headings highlight main ideas and help carry along the narrative. A
glossary defines main terms, and a timeline helps students keep track of events. Selected readings
are also included to encourage further reading and study. Finally, carefully selected illustrations and
maps portray, pinpoint, and illuminate important episodes in American history. The most concise
and competitively priced book available, America's Promise is a breath of fresh air in the
introductory market.

cold war overview: Cinematic Cold War Tony Shaw, Denise Jeanne Youngblood, 2010 The
first book-length survey of cinema's vital role in the Cold War cultural combat between the U.S. and
the USSR. Focuses on 10 films--five American and five Soviet, both iconic and lesser-known
works--showing that cinema provided a crucial outlet for the global debate between democratic and
communist ideologies.

cold war overview: Neorealism Versus Strategic Culture John Glenn, 2018-01-18 The debate
between Neorealists and Strategic Culturalists centres on whether it is possible to explain/predict
state behaviour without taking into account the particular characteristics of the state, such as its
historical experiences, geographical context and cultural constitution. This informative debate is
encapsulated in the first section of the book, which considers the theoretical issues raised by both
Neorealism and Strategic Culture. These issues are then explored in the second section by assessing
their relevance to six country case studies: Australia, Germany, India, Japan, Nigeria and Russia.

cold war overview: Perspectives on International Relations Henry R. Nau, 2019-12-04 Nau
clarifies that which is complicated, thereby allowing students to make better sense of their world
and to become better global citizens. —Stewart Dippel, University of the Ozarks Henry R. Nau’s
best-selling book, Perspectives on International Relations, is admired for its even-handed
presentation of realism, liberalism, constructivism, and critical theory and for integrating these
perspectives in every chapter. Students are able to explore the ways these different perspectives
shape our understanding of the root causes of historical events and current controversies, and then
think critically about the world’s most urgent issues. The new Seventh Edition includes updates on
Brexit, the rise of nationalism, the escalation of terrorism, the use of social media in political
protests around the world, and continuing developments in North Korea, Syria, Iran, China, and
Russia. A Complete Teaching & Learning Package LMS Cartridge (formally known as SAGE
Coursepacks) Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning management system
(LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this
title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site. SAGE course outcomes: Measure Results,
Track Success Outlined in your text and mapped to chapter learning objectives, SAGE course
outcomes are crafted with specific course outcomes in mind and vetted by advisors in the field. See
how SAGE course outcomes tie in with this book’s chapter-level objectives.

cold war overview: Understanding Intelligence in the Twenty-First Century Peter Jackson, L.V.
Scott, 2004-07 Over the past few decades, international history and security have been significantly
influenced by greater understanding of the role of intelligence in national security and foreign
policy-making. In Britain, much of the work has developed in the subdiscipline of international
history with its methodological predisposition towards archive-based research. Advances in archival
disclosure, accelerated by the end of the Cold War, as well as by the changing attitudes of official
secrecy and the work of the intelligence services, have further facilitated research, understanding
and debate. Recent controversies, including claims of politicisation of intelligence historiography,




have added additional public saliency to long-standing academic disputes. The events of September
11 and their aftermath have shown the value and limits of secret intelligence and generated fresh
controversies for proponents and critics. This book examines critically the development of
intelligence studies and assesses its contribution to the study of international relations. It draws
upon the viewpoints of leading academics, journalists and former practitioners, to explore the way
the subject is studied, for what purposes and with what consequences.
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