
college composition

college composition is a foundational academic course designed to enhance students’ writing, critical thinking,
and communication skills. It is typically required in the first year of college and focuses on developing the
ability to compose clear, coherent, and well-structured essays across various subjects. The course
emphasizes grammar, style, argumentation, research techniques, and the writing process. Understanding college
composition is essential for academic success as it prepares students for advanced writing tasks in their
respective disciplines. This article explores the key aspects of college composition, including its objectives,
essential skills, common assignments, and strategies for improvement. Additionally, it highlights the importance
of effective writing in academic and professional contexts. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of college composition to guide students and educators alike.

What Is College Composition?

Key Skills Developed in College Composition

Common Types of Assignments in College Composition

Strategies for Success in College Composition

The Role of College Composition in Academic and Professional Life

What Is College Composition?

College composition is an academic course focused on teaching students how to write effectively at the
college level. It involves instruction on various forms of writing, including expository, persuasive,
analytical, and narrative essays. The course typically covers the fundamentals of grammar, sentence
structure, paragraph development, and essay organization. Beyond technical writing skills, college
composition also encourages critical thinking and the ability to articulate ideas clearly and logically. This
foundational course serves as a stepping stone for more advanced writing assignments encountered throughout
a student’s academic career.

Purpose and Objectives of College Composition

The primary purpose of college composition is to equip students with the tools needed to communicate their
ideas effectively in written form. Objectives include mastering the writing process from prewriting and drafting
to revising and editing. The course also aims to develop research skills, including the ability to evaluate
sources and integrate evidence ethically. Furthermore, college composition fosters critical reading skills to
analyze texts and respond thoughtfully. By the end of the course, students should be able to produce well-
organized, coherent essays that meet academic standards.

Historical Context and Evolution

College composition has evolved over time from traditional grammar and rhetoric instruction to a more
comprehensive approach emphasizing critical thinking and diverse writing styles. Initially focused on formal
rules and memorization, modern college composition encourages creativity and argument-based writing. This
evolution reflects changes in academic expectations and the demands of various professional fields. Today, the
course often incorporates digital literacy and multimodal writing, adapting to the dynamic landscape of
communication.



Key Skills Developed in College Composition

Students in college composition courses develop a broad range of skills essential for academic and
professional success. These skills extend beyond mere writing mechanics to include critical analysis, effective
communication, and research proficiency. Mastery of these competencies helps students express complex ideas
clearly and persuasively.

Writing Mechanics and Style

One of the foundational skills taught in college composition is mastery of writing mechanics such as grammar,
punctuation, and syntax. Students learn to craft sentences and paragraphs that are clear and stylistically
appropriate for academic contexts. Emphasis is placed on avoiding common errors and improving sentence variety
to enhance readability. Style considerations also include tone, voice, and audience awareness, which are
critical for effective communication.

Critical Thinking and Argumentation

College composition courses prioritize the development of critical thinking skills. Students are taught to
analyze texts, identify arguments, and construct their own reasoned positions. This includes learning how to
present evidence logically, anticipate counterarguments, and use persuasive techniques ethically. Critical
thinking is integral to producing essays that are not only well-written but also intellectually rigorous.

Research and Source Integration

Research skills form another crucial component of college composition. Students are trained to locate
credible sources, evaluate their reliability, and synthesize information effectively. Proper citation practices are
emphasized to avoid plagiarism and maintain academic integrity. Integrating sources smoothly into writing helps
strengthen arguments and adds depth to essays.

Common Types of Assignments in College Composition

College composition courses include a variety of writing assignments designed to develop and assess students’
skills. These assignments expose learners to multiple writing formats and purposes, fostering adaptability and
competence.

Expository Essays

Expository essays require students to explain or inform about a topic clearly and logically. These
assignments emphasize organization, clarity, and the accurate presentation of information. Expository writing
is common in academic settings and serves as a foundation for other essay types.

Persuasive and Argumentative Essays

Persuasive essays ask students to convince readers of a particular viewpoint using evidence and reasoning.
Argumentative essays go further by addressing opposing arguments and providing refutations. Both types
develop skills in critical thinking, persuasion, and structured argumentation.



Analytical and Reflective Writing

Analytical essays involve breaking down complex ideas or texts to examine their components and meanings.
Reflective writing encourages personal engagement and self-assessment, often requiring students to connect
academic content with their experiences. These assignments deepen understanding and foster introspection.

Research Papers

Research papers are more extensive projects that require independent investigation of a topic, synthesis of
multiple sources, and formal documentation. These assignments test students’ abilities to conduct thorough
research and present findings coherently. Research papers are essential for developing scholarly writing
competence.

Strategies for Success in College Composition

Succeeding in college composition involves applying effective strategies that enhance writing quality and
efficiency. Students can benefit from structured approaches to the writing process and resource utilization.

Developing a Writing Process

Establishing a consistent writing process is crucial. This process includes planning, drafting, revising, and
editing. Breaking writing tasks into manageable steps helps reduce anxiety and improve the final product.
Techniques such as outlining and brainstorming facilitate idea organization before drafting.

Utilizing Campus Resources

Many colleges offer writing centers where students can receive feedback and guidance. Utilizing these resources
can improve grammar, style, and argumentation skills. Additionally, instructors’ office hours provide
opportunities to clarify assignment expectations and seek advice on revisions.

Practicing Regular Writing

Consistent practice is key to mastering college composition. Writing regularly enhances fluency and confidence.
Keeping journals, blogs, or engaging in peer review groups can provide ongoing opportunities for improvement.

Understanding and Applying Feedback

Constructive feedback from instructors and peers is invaluable. Students should approach critiques with an
open mind and use them to refine their writing. Learning to revise based on feedback leads to stronger, more
polished essays.

The Role of College Composition in Academic and Professional Life

College composition skills extend beyond the classroom and are vital for success in various academic
disciplines and professional careers. Effective writing is a universal skill that enhances communication and
critical thinking.



Academic Advancement

Strong composition skills are necessary for completing coursework across subjects, including humanities,
sciences, and social sciences. Writing assignments often form a significant portion of academic evaluation.
Proficiency in college composition helps students articulate research findings, present arguments, and engage
with scholarly discourse.

Professional Communication

In the workplace, clear and persuasive writing is essential for reports, proposals, emails, and presentations.
The ability to organize thoughts logically and express ideas concisely can influence career advancement and
professional relationships. College composition lays the groundwork for these communication competencies.

Lifelong Learning and Civic Engagement

Beyond academics and careers, strong writing skills facilitate lifelong learning and informed citizenship. Writing
enables individuals to participate effectively in public discourse, advocate for causes, and engage with complex
information critically. College composition contributes to developing these capabilities.

Essential Qualities of Effective Writers Developed in College Composition

Effective writers typically demonstrate clarity, coherence, adaptability, and ethical use of information.
College composition nurtures these qualities by teaching students how to tailor their writing to different
audiences and purposes while maintaining integrity. These attributes are invaluable in both academic and real-
world contexts.

Clarity in expression and argumentation

Coherent structure and logical flow

Adaptability to various writing formats

Ethical research and citation practices

Critical engagement with sources and ideas

Frequently Asked Questions

What is college composition?

College composition is a foundational writing course in college that focuses on developing students' skills in
academic writing, critical thinking, and effective communication.

Why is college composition important for students?

College composition is important because it helps students improve their writing skills, which are essential for
success in academic coursework and professional communication.



What are common topics covered in a college composition course?

Common topics include thesis development, essay organization, argumentation, research methods, citation
styles, and revision techniques.

How can students improve their college composition skills?

Students can improve by practicing writing regularly, seeking feedback from instructors or peers, reading
extensively, and studying grammar and style guides.

What types of essays are typically assigned in college composition
classes?

Typical essays include expository, persuasive, narrative, descriptive, and research-based essays.

How does college composition differ from high school writing?

College composition emphasizes critical analysis, complex argumentation, research integration, and adherence
to academic standards more rigorously than high school writing.

What role does research play in college composition?

Research is crucial as it supports arguments with credible evidence, helps students engage with scholarly
conversations, and teaches proper citation to avoid plagiarism.

Are there online resources available to help with college composition?

Yes, many online resources like Purdue OWL, Grammarly, Khan Academy, and university writing centers offer
guides, tutorials, and tools to assist with college composition.

Additional Resources
1. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
This book by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein introduces key rhetorical moves that students can use to
engage in academic conversations. It emphasizes the importance of responding to others' arguments and teaches
how to frame one’s own ideas effectively. The book is widely used in college composition courses for its
practical templates and approachable style.

2. The Elements of Style
Written by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White, this classic guide distills the principles of clear and concise
writing. It covers essential rules of grammar, usage, and composition that help students improve their writing
style. Despite its brevity, it remains a foundational text for college writers seeking to refine their prose.

3. Writing Analytically
Authored by David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen, this book focuses on developing critical thinking and
analytical writing skills. It guides students through the process of breaking down complex ideas and
constructing coherent arguments. The text is filled with exercises that encourage active engagement with
texts and ideas.

4. They Say / I Say with Readings: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
An expanded version of the original "They Say / I Say," this edition includes a selection of readings that
exemplify the rhetorical moves discussed. It helps students see how academic conversations unfold in various
disciplines. The combination of templates and real-world examples makes it a valuable resource for college
composition students.



5. On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction
By William Zinsser, this book offers timeless advice on writing clearly and engagingly. It covers principles of
good writing, including simplicity, clarity, and voice, with a focus on nonfiction. College students can benefit
from its practical tips and emphasis on rewriting and editing.

6. They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, with Readings
This text by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein combines instructional content with curated readings to
demonstrate effective academic writing. It helps students master the art of entering academic debates and
crafting persuasive arguments. The book’s accessible approach makes it popular in first-year writing courses.

7. Everything's an Argument
By Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz, this book explores the concept that argumentation is central to
effective writing. It teaches students how to recognize, analyze, and create arguments across different genres
and contexts. The text includes diverse examples and exercises tailored for college composition.

8. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein’s influential text equips students with templates to help frame their
arguments in relation to others’. It emphasizes the dialogic nature of academic writing, encouraging writers to
respond to existing ideas. This book is a cornerstone in many college writing programs for its clarity and
practicality.

9. Writing with Style: Conversations on the Art of Writing
John R. Trimble’s book is a lively guide that blends instruction on writing mechanics with advice on developing a
unique voice. It encourages students to think critically about style and clarity while providing practical tips
for revision. The conversational tone makes it accessible and engaging for college writers.
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and why our various attempts to improve such poor writing skills have largely failed. They compare
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they see as needed reforms in the whole idea of college composition, especially for the first-year
college student.
  college composition: A History of the American Civil Rights Movement Through
Newspaper Coverage Charlotte Kent, Steven M. Hallock, 2019-06-15 Writing for College and
Beyond: Life Lessons from the College Composition Classroom introduces the practical ways that the
basic skills taught in the Freshman Composition course apply to the work place and in life. The
composition class is a pre-requisite and General Education course for most colleges and universities
in the United States and reaches students in every area of study. As people wonder about the value
of a liberal arts education, and question whether colleges and universities are truly preparing
students for the workforce, Writing for College and Beyond challenges those arguments by pointing
out exactly how classroom policies and writing assignments apply beyond school walls. Professors,
lecturers, and graduate students teaching Freshman Composition courses will find this book helpful.
Also administrators who service the Freshman Composition population, such as Writing Center
Directors will also find Writing for College and Beyond: Life Lessons from the College Composition
Classroom a wonderful aid.
  college composition: Fundamental College Composition William P. DeFeo, 2023-08-01 This
second edition of Fundamental College Composition: A Grammar and Style Guide (FCC: AGSG),
contains nine new chapters designed to further assist college students in their journey to become
clear and precise writers of English. College classrooms--even college level English courses
themselves--often overlook the teaching of fundamental writing. Consequently, students may acquire
content knowledge, but often lack the language skills necessary to either demonstrate or apply that
knowledge. College-level study exposes students to ideas that are complex. A cursory study of
grammar and the rules of basic language arts give students the tools they need to express complex
ideas clearly and persuasively. FCC: AGSG provides systematic lessons that progressively build the
students' understanding of the clarity and efficacy of language. Acquiring knowledge certainly
deserves possession of the language skills to express it. Without those skills, education does not
meet its primary objective. FCC: AGSG was written to assure exposure to those skills. REVIEWS and
WORDS of PRAISE This book is a great guide for student writers. It concisely and clearly presents
useful style and grammar techniques. I assign it in all my writing classes, and my students swear by
it. I even used it as a reference when I wrote my first textbook. Anyone who uses this book will
become a better writer. ---Thomas A. Miller, J.D., Associate Professor, Justice and Law
Administration, Western Connecticut State University, co-author of Business Law: Foundations for
the 21st Century Fundamental College Composition provides a concise and accessible explanation of
grammar components and importance. DeFeo’s prose is fluid and an excellent style example for
writers to model. All writers should memorize this quote from the text, Electronic, immediate,
thoughtless communication has tainted the substructures of academic, formal written
communication. ---Deanna Schaab, Adjunct Professor, Western Connecticut State University. This is
a textbook aimed at improving the language skills of its readers. Written with humor and a broad
vocabulary, it entertains as it educates. It will give today's students a deeper understanding of the
basic rules and structure of the English language and improve skills that are often overlooked during
their academic careers. Anyone looking to improve their language skills whether in an academic
setting, the workplace, or one's personal life will benefit from reading this text. --Roseanne Shea,
J.D., Professor, Attorney at Law, Legal Reference Librarian at the Haas Library, Western
Connecticut State University, Danbury Fundamental College Composition has accomplished the near
impossible--it has made writing instruction for the college student accessible and easy to
understand. The book's concise and informative 12 chapters will be a welcome addition to the
undergraduate curriculum of any post-secondary institution. The content reflects the author's many
years of teaching writing to students and highlights what he considers the main pitfalls in student
writing. To that end Professor DeFeo's longest chapter, “Punctuation”, identifies a key villain to poor
composition. The book removes the mystery that adorns most pedagogical approaches to college
level writing instruction and sets a path for student improvement of this most critical of



communication skills. --Terrence P. Dwyer, J.D., Professor, Western Connecticut State University.
Author of Legal Issues in Homeland Security – U.S. Supreme Court Cases, Commentary, and
Questions (2014, Loose Leaf Law Publications, Inc.) Professor DeFeo's Fundamental College
Composition is an invaluable tool for the college student, academic, executive, and anyone else who
needs to improve their writing skills. As his Foreword reveals, DeFeo's text is laced with subtle
humor and moments of delightful insight. All of us need help with writing, at least occasionally. This
highly accessible book will nourish the careful and determined reader who puts forth the effort to
learn. --Peter Weston Wood, author of To Swallow a Toad (1987, Donald I. Fine, Inc.). Guest
columnist, The New York Times, The Jersey City Journal In the first edition of Fundamental College
Composition William DeFeo provided undergraduate students with a concise but thorough exposition
on the habits and tools of being a good writer. Professor DeFeo has now expanded on what is going
to become a classic of college writing instruction. Seven new chapters and a prior chapter expanded
into two updated individual chapters add to this engaging and straight-forward approach to
establishing solid writing skills. As he did in the First Edition with his chapter “Punctuation,”
Professor DeFeo in this new edition has added an important chapter on “Verb Tenses and Moods.”
This is another culprit of poor composition that has perpetually plagued the college writer. After
reading Professor DeFeo’s expanded Second Edition to Fundamental College Composition there can
be no excuse for failing to present clear and flowing syntax. --Terrence P. Dwyer, J.D., Professor,
Western Connecticut State University, columnist and author
  college composition: You, Writing! Alexandra Glynn, Kelli Hallsten-Erickson, Amy Jo Swing,
2019 This text is meant to be used in any first year College Composition class or as a general guide
to college writing. The book focuses on writing as a process, not a product. The goal is to help
students discover their own writing process, trying out different methods and strategies to find what
works best for them.
  college composition: Concepts in Composition Irene L. Clark, 2011-09 A textbook for
composition pedagogy courses. It focuses on scholarship in rhetoric and composition that has
influenced classroom teaching, in order to foster reflection on how theory impacts practice.
  college composition: Placing the History of College Writing Nathan Shepley, 2016-03-22
Pre-1950s composition history, if analyzed with the right conceptual tools, can pluralize and clarify
our understanding of the relationship between the writing of college students and the writing’s
physical, social, and discursive surroundings.
  college composition: Creole Composition Vivette Milson-Whyte, Raymond Oenbring,
2019-08-13 Creole Composition is a collection featuring essays by scholars and teachers-researchers
working with students in/from the Anglophone Caribbean. Arising from a need to define what
writing instruction in the Caribbean means, Creole Composition expands the existing body of
research literature about the teaching of writing at the postsecondary level in the Caribbean region.
To this end, it speaks to critical disciplinary conversations of rhetoric and composition and academic
literacies while addressing specific issues with teaching academic writing to Anglophone Caribbean
students. It features chapters addressing language, approaches to teaching, assessing writing,
administration, and research in postsecondary education as well as professionalization of writing
instructors in the region. Some chapters reflect traditional Caribbean attitudes to postsecondary
writing instruction; other chapters seek to reform these traditional practices. Some chapters’
interventions emerge from discussions in writing studies while other chapters reflect their authors’
primary training in other fields, such as applied linguistics, education, and literary studies.
Additionally, the chapters use a variety of styles and methods, ranging from highly personal
reflective essays to theoretical pieces and empirical studies following IMRaD format. Creole
Composition, the first of its kind in the region, provides much-needed knowledge to the community
of teacher-researchers in the Anglophone Caribbean and elsewhere in the fields of rhetoric and
composition, writing studies, and academic literacies. In suggesting frameworks around which to
build and further institutionalize and professionalize writing studies in the region, the collection
advances the broader field of writing studies beyond national boundaries. Contributors include



Tyrone Ali, Annife Campbell, Tresecka Campbell-Dawes, Valerie Combie, Jacob Dyer Spiegel,
Brianne Jaquette, Carmeneta Jones, Clover Jones McKenzie, Beverley Josephs, Christine E.
Kozikowski, Vivette Milson-Whyte, Kendra L. Mitchell, Raymond Oenbring, Heather M. Robinson,
Daidrah Smith, and Michelle Stewart-McKoy.
  college composition: Professionalizing Multimodal Composition Santosh Khadka, Shyam B.
Pandey, 2023-06-15 Multimodal composition is becoming increasingly popular in university
classrooms as faculty, students, and institutions come to recognize that old and new technologies
have enabled, and even demanded, the use of more than one composing mode for communicating,
solving problems, and keeping up with the latest discourse. Professionalizing Multimodal
Composition embraces and enacts multimodal composition in various writing courses and programs
by exploring institutional, programmatic, and individual faculty initiatives for capacity building and
human resource development across institutions. Academic leaders, scholars, and faculty who have
successfully designed and launched academic programs or faculty development initiatives discuss
the theoretical and logistical questions considered in their design, the outcomes they achieved, and
how others can emulate them. This exchange of knowledge, insight, experiences, and lessons
learned among community members is critical for enabling or inspiring other programs,
departments, and institutions to conceive, design, and launch academic programs or faculty
development initiatives for their own faculty. The larger goal of professionalizing is to work with
teaching faculty to increase their interactional expertise with multimodal composition, and this
collection offers a set of models for how faculty can do that at their own institutions and in their own
programs.
  college composition: Composition In The University Sharon Crowley, 1998-05-15 Composition
in the University examines the required introductory course in composition within American colleges
and universities. According to Sharon Crowley, the required composition course has never been
conceived in the way that other introductory courses have been—as an introduction to the principles
and practices of a field of study. Rather it has been constructed throughout much of its history as a
site from which larger educational and ideological agendas could be advanced, and such agendas
have not always served the interests of students or teachers, even though they are usually touted as
programs of study that students need. If there is a master narrative of the history of composition, it
is told in the institutional attitude that has governed administration, design, and staffing of the
course from its beginnings—the attitude that the universal requirement is in place in order to
construct docile academic subjects. Crowley argues that due to its association with literary studies
in English departments, composition instruction has been inappropriately influenced by humanist
pedagogy and that modern humanism is not a satisfactory rationale for the study of writing. She
examines historical attempts to reconfigure the required course in nonhumanist terms, such as the
advent of communications studies during the 1940s. Crowley devotes two essays to this
phenomenon, concentrating on the furor caused by the adoption of a communications program at
the University of Iowa. Composition in the University concludes with a pair of essays that argue
against maintenance of the universal requirement. In the last of these, Crowley envisions possible
nonhumanist rationales that could be developed for vertical curricula in writing instruction, were the
universal requirement not in place. Crowley presents her findings in a series of essays because she
feels the history of the required composition course cannot easily be understood as a coherent
narrative since understandings of the purpose of the required course have altered rapidly from
decade to decade, sometimes in shockingly sudden and erratic fashion. The essays in this book are
informed by Crowley's long career of teaching composition, administering a composition program,
and training teachers of the required introductory course. The book also draw on experience she
gained while working with committees formed by the Conference on College Composition and
Communication toward implementation of the Wyoming Resolution, an attempt to better the working
conditions of post-secondary teachers of writing.
  college composition: College Composition John Homer Caskey, Joseph Bunn Heidler, Edith
Armstrong Wray, 1943



  college composition: Best of the Journals in Rhetoric and Composition 2019 Jessica Pauszek,
David Blakesley, 2019-10-13 Best of the Journals in Rhetoric and Composition 2019 represents the
result of a nationwide conversation—beginning with journal editors, but expanding to teachers,
scholars and workers across the discipline of Rhetoric and Composition—to select essays that
showcase the innovative and transformative work now being published in the field’s journals.
Representing both print and digital journals, the essays featured here explore issues ranging from
classroom practice to writing in global and digital contexts, from border rhetorics to social justice
research. Together, the essays provide readers with a rich understanding of the present and future
direction of the field. The anthology features work by the following authors and representing these
journals: Amber Simpson and Kristi Girdharry | Elaine Richardson and Alice Ragland (Community
Literacy Journal ) | Shari J. Stenberg (Rhetoric Society Quarterly) | David Riche (Literacy in
Composition Studies) |Eileen Kogl Camfield, Lara Killick, and Ruth Lewis ( Journal of Teaching
Writing) | Elizabeth G. Allan (Pedagogy) | Christina Saidy (WPA: Writing Program Administration) |
Anthony Warnke and Kirsten Higgins (Teaching English in the Two-Year College) | Cati V. de los
Ríos and Kate Seltzer (Research in the Teaching of English) | Romeo García (Writing Center Journal)
| Wendy Pfrenger (Journal of Basic Writing) | Janine Butler (Rhetoric Review) | Pamela Takayoshi
(College Composition and Communication) | Maria Novotny and John T. Gagnon (Reflections) | Kate
Vieira (Writing on the Edge)
  college composition: Lost Texts in Rhetoric and Composition Deborah H. Holdstein,
2023-05-03 A project of recovery and reanimation, Lost Texts in Rhetoric and Composition
foregrounds a broad range of publications that deserve renewed attention. Contributors to this
volume reclaim these lost texts to reenvision the rhetorical tradition itself. Authors discussed include
not only twentieth-century American compositionists but also a linguist, a poet, a philosopher, a
painter, a Renaissance rhetorician, and a nineteenth-century pioneer of comics; the collection also
features some less-studied works by authors who remain well known. These texts will give rise to
new conversations about current ideas in rhetoric and composition. This volume contains discussion
of the following authors and titles: Judah Messer Leon, The Book of the Honeycomb's Flow, Angel
DeCora, Sterling Andrus Leonard, English Composition as a Social Problem, Rodolphe Töpffer,
William James, Kenneth Burke, Adrienne Rich, Ann E. Berthoff, John Mohawk, Western Peoples,
Natural Peoples, William Vande Kopple, William Irmscher, Beat Not the Poor Desk, Walter J. Ong,
Geneva Smitherman, Thomas Zebroski, Linda Brodkey, Craig S. Womack, Deborah Cameron, James
Slevin, Marilyn Sternglass, and William E. Coles, Jr.
  college composition: Composition, Rhetoric, and Disciplinarity Rita Malenczyk, Susan
Miller-Cochran, Elizabeth Wardle, Kathleen Yancey, 2018-04-02 Edited by four nationally recognized
leaders of composition scholarship, Composition, Rhetoric, and Disciplinarity asks a fundamental
question: can Composition and Rhetoric, as a discipline, continue its historical commitment to
pedagogy without sacrificing equal attention to other areas, such as research and theory? In
response, contributors to the volume address disagreements about what it means to be called a
discipline rather than a profession or a field; elucidate tensions over the defined breadth of
Composition and Rhetoric; and consider the roles of research and responsibility as Composition and
Rhetoric shifts from field to discipline. Outlining a field with a complex and unusual formation story,
Composition, Rhetoric, and Disciplinarity employs several lenses for understanding
disciplinarity—theory, history, labor, and pedagogy—and for teasing out the implications of
disciplinarity for students, faculty, institutions, and Composition and Rhetoric itself. Collectively, the
chapters speak to the intellectual and embodied history leading to this point; to questions about how
disciplinarity is, and might be, understood, especially with regard to Composition and Rhetoric; to
the curricular, conceptual, labor, and other sites of tension inherent in thinking about Composition
and Rhetoric as a discipline; and to the implications of Composition and Rhetoric’s disciplinarity for
the future. Contributors: Linda Adler-Kassner, Elizabeth H. Boquet, Christiane Donahue, Whitney
Douglas, Doug Downs, Heidi Estrem, Kristine Hansen, Doug Hesse, Sandra Jamieson, Neal Lerner,
Jennifer Helene Maher, Barry Maid, Jaime Armin Mejía, Carolyn R. Miller, Kelly Myers,



Gwendolynne Reid, Liane Robertson, Rochelle Rodrigo, Dawn Shepherd, Kara Taczak
  college composition: College Composition and Reading Linda Dawn Lukas, 2020-06-23
  college composition: Publishing in Rhetoric and Composition Gary A. Olson, Todd W. Taylor,
1997-01-01 Eminent scholars discuss the politics and practices of generating scholarship in rhetoric
and composition studies. Publishing in Rhetoric and Composition is a collection of essays about the
politics and practices of generating scholarship in rhetoric and composition. The contributors to this
book, many of whom are current or past editors of the discipline's most prestigious scholarly
journals, undoubtedly have their finger on the pulse of composition's most current scholarship and
offer invaluable insight into the production and publication of original research. They discuss
publishing articles and reviews, as well as book-length projects, including scholarly monographs,
edited collections, and textbooks. They also address such topics as how composition research is
valued in English departments, recent developments in electronic publishing, the work habits of
successful academic writers, and the complications of mentoring graduate students in a
publish-or-perish profession. An inviting and helpful tone makes this an ideal textbook for research
methodology and professional writing courses.
  college composition: The Best of the Independent Journals in Rhetoric and Composition
2012 Julia Voss, Beverly Moss, 2014-11-15 The Best of the Independent Rhetoric and Composition
Journals 2012 represents the result of a nationwide conversation—beginning with journal editors,
but expanding to teachers, scholars and workers across the discipline of Rhetoric and
Composition—to select essays that showcase the innovative and transformative work now being
published in the field’s independent journals. Representing both print and digital journals in the
field, the essays featured here explore issues ranging from classroom practice to writing in global
and digital contexts, from writing workshops to community activism. Together, the essays provide
readers with a rich understanding of the present and future direction of the field. In addition to the
introduction by Julia Voss and Beverly Moss, the anthology features work by the following authors
and representing these journals: Jamie White-Farnham (Community Literacy Journal), Noah R.
Roderick (Composition Forum), Kate Pantelides and Mariaelena Bartesaghi (Composition Studies),
Heidi A. McKee (Computers and Composition), Rex Veeder (Enculturation), Matthew Pavesich
(Journal of Basic Writing), Kelly S. Bradbury (The Journal of Teaching Writing), Derek N. Mueller
(Kairos), Richard H. Thames (KB Journal), Jeanne Marie Rose (Pedagogy), and Melvette Melvin Davis
(Reflections).
  college composition: College composition and communication Conference on College
Composition and Communication (U.S.), National Council of Teachers of English, 2002
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