
conspiracy theories us politics
conspiracy theories us politics have long been a pervasive element in the American political
landscape, influencing public opinion, policy debates, and election outcomes. These theories often
arise from mistrust in government institutions, media, and political figures, leading to widespread
speculation about hidden agendas and covert operations. From historical events to contemporary
occurrences, conspiracy theories in US politics cover a broad spectrum of topics, capturing the
attention of both supporters and skeptics. This article explores the origins, common themes, and
impacts of conspiracy theories on American politics, while examining prominent examples that have
shaped political discourse. The discussion also considers the role of social media and misinformation
in the propagation of these theories, as well as efforts to counteract their influence. Understanding
the dynamics of conspiracy theories is essential for comprehending modern political polarization and
public trust issues in the United States. Below is an overview of the main sections covered in this
article.

Origins and Causes of Conspiracy Theories in US Politics

Prominent Conspiracy Theories in American Political History

The Role of Media and Social Networks in Spreading Political Conspiracies

Impact of Conspiracy Theories on Political Behavior and Public Trust

Countermeasures and Responses to Political Conspiracy Theories

Origins and Causes of Conspiracy Theories in US
Politics
Conspiracy theories us politics often develop from a combination of historical events, psychological
factors, and social dynamics. Mistrust in government institutions and the complexity of political
processes can create fertile ground for alternative explanations that challenge official narratives.
Factors such as political polarization, economic uncertainty, and cultural divides further exacerbate
susceptibility to conspiratorial thinking.

Psychological and Social Drivers
Individuals may gravitate toward conspiracy theories as a way to make sense of complex or
threatening events. Cognitive biases like confirmation bias and proportionality bias encourage
people to seek patterns and assign intentionality to random occurrences. Social identity and group
affiliation also play significant roles, as conspiracy theories can reinforce in-group beliefs and
provide a sense of belonging.



Historical Context and Political Distrust
Historical incidents, such as government scandals and covert operations revealed through
investigations, have contributed to public skepticism. Events like Watergate and the Pentagon
Papers exposed real government misconduct, laying a foundation for future conspiracy theories in
US politics. This legacy of distrust remains a key factor in the persistence of political conspiracies.

Prominent Conspiracy Theories in American Political
History
Over the decades, several conspiracy theories have gained significant attention in US political
discourse. These theories often arise during periods of crisis or political upheaval, reflecting broader
anxieties and power struggles within the society.

The JFK Assassination Theories
The assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963 spawned numerous conspiracy theories
regarding the true perpetrators and motives behind the event. Despite official conclusions, many
Americans believe in alternative explanations involving government agencies, organized crime, or
foreign powers.

9/11 and Government Involvement Theories
The terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, led to widespread speculation about possible
foreknowledge or complicity by elements within the US government. These conspiracy theories
challenge the official account and have been fueled by inconsistencies and unanswered questions in
public reports.

Election Fraud and Political Manipulation Claims
Claims of election fraud have become increasingly prominent in recent years, particularly
surrounding the 2020 presidential election. These conspiracy theories often allege widespread voter
manipulation or interference, impacting public confidence in electoral processes and democratic
institutions.

The Role of Media and Social Networks in Spreading
Political Conspiracies
Media platforms, especially social networks, have transformed the way conspiracy theories us
politics are disseminated and consumed. The rapid spread of information, combined with algorithm-
driven content exposure, has amplified the reach and influence of conspiratorial narratives.



Traditional Media and Sensationalism
Traditional media outlets have at times contributed to the propagation of conspiracy theories by
sensationalizing stories or providing uncritical coverage. This can legitimize fringe ideas and blur
the line between factual reporting and speculative content.

Social Media and Viral Misinformation
Social media platforms enable users to share and amplify conspiracy theories widely and rapidly.
Echo chambers and filter bubbles reinforce existing beliefs, while misinformation campaigns can
exploit these dynamics to influence political opinions and mobilize supporters.

Role of Influencers and Political Figures
Prominent individuals, including politicians and public figures, sometimes endorse or propagate
conspiracy theories, lending credibility to these narratives. Their influence can increase the visibility
and acceptance of conspiratorial ideas among their followers.

Impact of Conspiracy Theories on Political Behavior
and Public Trust
Conspiracy theories us politics have significant consequences for democratic engagement, social
cohesion, and governance. They affect voting behavior, policy debates, and the overall health of
political institutions.

Polarization and Partisan Divides
Conspiratorial beliefs often deepen political polarization by fostering mistrust between opposing
groups. This divide undermines constructive dialogue and compromises the ability to address shared
challenges effectively.

Erosion of Institutional Trust
Widespread acceptance of conspiracy theories contributes to declining trust in government
agencies, the media, and the judiciary. This erosion of confidence complicates efforts to implement
policies and maintain social order.

Influence on Political Mobilization
Conspiracy theories can motivate political activism and voter turnout, sometimes driving movements
that challenge established norms. However, they can also provoke unrest and destabilize political
processes when based on false premises.



Countermeasures and Responses to Political
Conspiracy Theories
Addressing conspiracy theories us politics requires multifaceted strategies involving education,
media literacy, and transparent communication from institutions. Efforts to counter misinformation
are crucial for preserving democratic integrity.

Promoting Critical Thinking and Media Literacy
Educational initiatives that enhance critical thinking skills and media literacy help individuals
evaluate information sources and resist conspiratorial narratives. Encouraging skepticism balanced
with evidence-based reasoning is essential.

Government Transparency and Accountability
Increasing openness in government operations and promptly addressing public concerns can reduce
the appeal of conspiracy theories. Transparency fosters trust and mitigates the space for speculation
and misinformation.

Fact-Checking and Misinformation Monitoring
Organizations dedicated to fact-checking and monitoring misinformation play a vital role in
debunking false claims and providing accurate information. Collaboration between media, tech
companies, and civil society enhances these efforts.

Understand the psychological and social roots of conspiracy beliefs

Recognize historic events that fuel political distrust

Identify major conspiracy theories shaping US politics

Analyze the influence of media and social networks on dissemination

Assess the effects on political behavior and institutional trust

Explore strategies to combat misinformation and promote transparency

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some of the most popular conspiracy theories in US
politics?
Some of the most popular conspiracy theories in US politics include claims about election rigging,
deep state involvement, false flag operations, and allegations surrounding political figures' secret
agendas.

How do conspiracy theories impact public trust in US political
institutions?
Conspiracy theories can significantly erode public trust in political institutions by promoting
misinformation, creating skepticism about the legitimacy of elections, and fostering cynicism
towards government officials and processes.

What role do social media platforms play in spreading political
conspiracy theories in the US?
Social media platforms facilitate the rapid spread of political conspiracy theories by enabling the
sharing of unverified information, creating echo chambers, and amplifying sensational content that
attracts more engagement.

Are there any notable conspiracy theories related to US
presidential elections?
Yes, notable conspiracy theories include claims of widespread voter fraud in the 2020 presidential
election, allegations of foreign interference, and theories about manipulated voting machines or
suppressed voter turnout.

How have US politicians responded to conspiracy theories
within their own parties?
Responses vary; some politicians endorse or amplify conspiracy theories to mobilize their base, while
others condemn them as harmful misinformation that undermines democratic processes and national
unity.

What is the 'deep state' conspiracy theory in the context of US
politics?
The 'deep state' conspiracy theory posits that a secret network of government officials and
bureaucrats covertly manipulate policy and undermine elected officials, operating independently of
democratic oversight.

Can conspiracy theories in US politics lead to real-world
consequences?
Yes, conspiracy theories can lead to real-world consequences such as political violence, increased



polarization, challenges to election legitimacy, and policy decisions based on misinformation rather
than facts.

How can individuals critically evaluate conspiracy theories
related to US politics?
Individuals can critically evaluate conspiracy theories by checking credible sources, seeking
evidence-based information, understanding the motives behind the theories, and being cautious of
emotionally charged or sensationalist claims.

What measures are being taken to combat political conspiracy
theories in the US?
Measures include fact-checking initiatives, public education campaigns on media literacy, social
media platform policies to limit misinformation, and efforts by government and civil society to
promote transparency and trust in democratic processes.

Additional Resources
1. Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right
This book by Jane Mayer explores the influence of wealthy conservative donors on American politics.
Mayer uncovers how a network of billionaires has funneled money into political campaigns, shaping
policies and promoting conspiracy-driven agendas. The book provides a detailed account of the
financial power behind right-wing political movements.

2. American Conspiracy Theories
Written by Joseph E. Uscinski, this book examines the prevalence and impact of conspiracy theories
in the United States. It analyzes why certain theories gain traction and how they influence political
behavior. The author uses historical and contemporary examples to understand the role conspiracies
play in American politics.

3. The Plot to Hack America: How Putin’s Cyberspies and WikiLeaks Tried to Steal the 2016 Election
By Malcolm Nance, this book delves into Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election.
Nance exposes the tactics used by cyber operatives and the spread of disinformation to undermine
American democracy. It sheds light on the intersection of conspiracy theories and geopolitical
manipulation.

4. Enemies Within: Inside the NYPD's Secret Spying Unit and Bin Laden's Final Plot Against America
This investigative work by Matt Apuzzo and Adam Goldman reveals covert domestic surveillance
programs targeting Muslim communities. The book discusses how conspiracy fears post-9/11 shaped
law enforcement strategies and civil liberties. It provides critical insight into the balance between
security and freedom in U.S. politics.

5. The Deep State: The Fall of the Constitution and the Rise of a Shadow Government
Mike Lofgren explores the concept of a "deep state" – a hidden government operating beyond
democratic control. The book argues that unelected bureaucrats and corporate interests manipulate
political outcomes behind the scenes. It critically assesses the realities and myths surrounding this
conspiracy theory.



6. Shadow Government: How the Secret Global Elite Is Using Surveillance, Pandemics, and
Conspiracy Theories to Control You
By Grant R. Jeffrey, this book investigates claims of a global elite orchestrating political events to
consolidate power. It connects various conspiracy theories about surveillance, health crises, and
political manipulation. The author discusses the implications of these theories for American
democracy.

7. Nothing Is True and Everything Is Possible: The Surreal Heart of the New Russia
Peter Pomerantsev provides an insider’s look at the rise of propaganda and conspiracy-driven
politics in Russia, with significant influence on U.S. political discourse. The book explores how
misinformation and fabricated realities affect global politics and the U.S. political landscape. It
highlights the challenges of discerning truth in modern political environments.

8. Area 51: An Uncensored History of America's Top Secret Military Base
This book by Annie Jacobsen uncovers the history and conspiracies surrounding the infamous Area
51 military base. While primarily focused on UFO and extraterrestrial theories, it also touches on
government secrecy and political cover-ups. The narrative illustrates how conspiracy theories
intersect with national security and politics.

9. Conspiracy Theories and the People Who Believe Them
Edited by Joseph E. Uscinski, this collection brings together essays from various scholars analyzing
the psychology and political impact of conspiracy theories. The book covers topics ranging from
election fraud claims to government cover-ups. It offers a comprehensive understanding of why
conspiracy theories persist in American politics.
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  conspiracy theories us politics: The New Apostolic Reformation, Trump, and Evangelical
Politics Damon T. Berry, 2023-06-29 Whilst many assume that conservative evangelical support for
Trump is motivated by his position on social issues such as abortion and LGBTQ rights, or a
nostalgia for an imagined American golden age, this book shows that the reality is much more
complex by looking at a more recent and understudied trend of Evangelicalism in America. Damon T.
Berry examines how leaders within the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR), a charismatically inclined
Evangelical movement, claim their support for Trump came from alleged prophetic visions that
compelled them to defend Trump's candidacy, and to continue to defend his presidency, re-election
against demonically inspired, Marxist, “Deep State” enemies. In this conspiratorial cosmology,
spiritual warfare through prayer and political activism is the duty of the faithful so that they might
protect Trump as God's anointed leader and war against malevolent, unpatriotic forces that oppose
him, the nation, and God himself. Working from primary source materials produced by leading
figures among the NAR, Berry argues that this conspiratorial discourse is central to NAR support for
Trump's candidacy, presidency, and re-election effort, and that this discourse has come to shape
some of the most important debates among American religious conservatives in the 21st century.
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  conspiracy theories us politics: The Art of Populism in US Politics Justin Patch,
2024-08-26 The Art of Populism in US Politics investigates connections between populist politics and
artistic expressions in the United States in the Trump era. Beginning with comparisons between
frontier populism and millennial-era populism, the author examines how citizens imitate and
improvise on political sentiments, global histories, images, and discourses to create their own senses
of community, identity, belonging, and exclusion. Political art, narratives, opinions, polemics, and
abstract artistic expressions are shared instantly, creating new political and affective communities
that challenge the power and stability of previous institutions and ideologies. These modes of digital
sharing create communities of practice, groups who come together through shared creation and
consumption, whether it be memes and vlogs, homemade signs and T-shirts, music videos, or
political dialogues. The book analyzes the physical and digital art practices that support the growth
and proliferation of populist politics and the fractious communities in America that support it. With
modular chapters providing in-depth case studies within the larger context of populism, this book
provides alternate methodologies for working through key issues of politics, production, distribution,
globalization, and political economy, particularly because of the ways in which different forms of
media—art, video, text, music—are brought into productive dialogue with each other. This book is
aimed at undergraduate and graduate students of political science, cultural studies, music studies,
American studies, and art and media studies.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Conspiracies and Conspiracy Theories in the Age of Trump
Daniel C. Hellinger, 2023-11-25 Conspiracies and Conspiracy Theory in the Age of Trump stands out
in the burgeoning literature on conspiracism with its call for political scientists to analyze not only
“conspiracy theory” as political pathology but conspiracies themselves as political behavior
symbiotically related to moral hazards and other forces unleashed by dark money, disinformation,
changing technologies, and globalization. This new updated edition extends this analysis to the
belief by many Americans that the 2020 election was stolen, resistance to social measures to counter
the Covid epidemic, attempts by Trump and his allies to “stop the steal,” and the resulting mob
insurrection at the Capitol on January 6. We likely will see both conspiracism and actual conspiracies
play a greater role due to institutional decay in American politics. For this reason, political scientists
need to analyse and theorize the role of conspiracies in politics—why they prosper and fail, how
conspiracies may inflect political outcomes, what relationship they bear to social forces unleashed by
great economic and social change.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Voting and Political Representation in America Mark P. Jones,
2020-02-24 Examines voting trends and political representation in the United States today—with a
special focus on debates over voting rights, voter fraud, and voter suppression—and election rules
and regulations, including those related to gerrymandering, campaign fundraising, and other
controversial subjects. Do average Americans have a voice in Washington? Are they
well-represented, or are they marginalized? Do elections reflect fundamental democratic institutions
and values, or are they tarnished by voter suppression, voter fraud, gerrymandering, or other
factors? To what extent do America's elected officials reflect the diversity of race, religion, gender,
socioeconomic background, sexual orientation, and political views of the wider American population?
This encyclopedia explores all these questions and more. It examines important mechanisms and
laws shaping political representation in America in the 21st century, such as term limits,
gerrymandering, the Electoral College, and direct democracy (ballot initiatives and referendums);
and the degree to which various demographic groups are represented in state and federal
legislatures, from Latinos and senior citizens to atheists and residents of rural states. It also explains
the basis for escalating concerns about both voter fraud and voter suppression.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Political Rumors Adam J. Berinsky, 2025-11-18 Why debunked
political rumors persist and how to combat them Political rumors and misinformation pollute the
political landscape. This is not a recent phenomenon; before the currently rampant and unfounded
rumors about a stolen election and vote-rigging, there were other rumors that continued to spread
even after they were thoroughly debunked, including doubts about 9/11 (an “inside job”) and the



furor over President Obama’s birthplace and birth certificate. If misinformation crowds out the
truth, how can Americans communicate with one another about important issues? In this book,
Adam Berinsky examines why political rumors exist and persist despite their unsubstantiated and
refuted claims, who is most likely to believe them, and how to combat them. Drawing on original
survey and experimental data, Berinsky shows that a tendency toward conspiratorial thinking and
vehement partisan attachment fuel belief in rumors. Yet the reach of rumors is wide, and Berinsky
argues that in fighting misinformation, it is as important to target the undecided and the uncertain
as it is the true believers. We’re all vulnerable to misinformation, and public skepticism about the
veracity of political facts is damaging to democracy. Moreover, in a world where most people simply
don’t pay attention to politics, political leaders are often guilty of disseminating false
information—and failing to correct it when it is proven wrong. Berinsky suggests that we should
focus on the messenger as much as the message of rumors. Just as important as how misinformation
is debunked is who does the debunking.
  conspiracy theories us politics: American Secrets José Liste-Noya, Eduardo Barros-Grela,
2011-09-16 Predicated upon the principles of political freedom, cultural openness, religious
tolerance, individual self-reliance, and ethnic diversity, the United States of America has been
tempted recurrently by the lures of the secret. American Secrets explores this political, historical,
and cultural phenomenon from many, often surprisingly, overlapping angles in these analyses of the
literary and cultural uses and abuses of secrecy within a democratic culture. Through analyses of
diverse literary works and cultural manifestations-from Mark Twain's anti-imperialist prophecies to
9/11 conspiracy theories, from the traumas of the Vietnam war to the homophobia of the American
military establishment, from the unresolved dilemmas of nuclear politics to the secret ecologies
shunted aside by the exploitation of the environment, from the questionings of national identity on
the ethnic and (trans)sexual margins to the confessional modes of poetry and the poetics of the
unspeakable and unrepresentable-these essays reveal the politics within the poetics and,
indissociably, the poetics fueling the politics of secrecy in its ambivalent deployment. Secrecy often
seems to be a question without an answer or an answer that either seems to beg the question or to
be a question itself. These essays address this paradox with their own questioning explorations. In
answering such questions, the volume as a whole provides an illuminating overview of the
pervasiveness of the secret and its modalities in American culture while also dealing specifically
with the poetics of the secret in its various, historically recurrent literary manifestations.
  conspiracy theories us politics: The Politics of Antagonism Georg Löfflmann, 2024-03-05 This
book demonstrates how populist security narratives served as the driving force behind the
mobilization of Republican voters and the legitimation of an ‘America First’ policy agenda under the
Trump presidency. Going beyond existing research on both populism and security narratives, the
author links insights from political psychology on collective narcissism, blame attribution and
emotionalization with research in political communication on narrative and framing to explore the
political and societal impact of a populist security imaginary. Drawing on a comprehensive range of
sources including key interviews, campaign and policy speeches, presidential addresses, and posts
on social media, it shows how progressives, political opponents, immigrants, racial justice activists,
and key institutions of liberal democracy collectively became an internal Other, delegitimated as
‘enemies of the people’. Developing an innovative conceptual-analytical framework of nationalist
populism that expands on established concepts of political identity and ontological security, the book
will appeal to students of critical security studies, critical constructivist approaches in International
Relations, and US politics.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Fake News in America Anthony R. DiMaggio, 2023-08-10
The first comprehensive analysis of what it means to talk about fake news in U.S. politics and
contemporary mass discourse.
  conspiracy theories us politics: What Political Science Can Learn from the Humanities
R.A.W. Rhodes, Susan Hodgett, 2021-01-05 This book asks, ‘what are the implications of blurring
genres for the discipline of Political Science, and for Area Studies?’ It argues novelists and



playwrights provide a better guide for political scientists than the work of physicists. It restates the
intrinsic value of the Humanities and Social Sciences and builds bridges between the two territories.
The phrase blurring genres covers both genres of thought and of presentation. Genres of thought
refers to such theoretical approaches as post structuralism, cultural studies, and especially
interpretive thought. Part 1 explores genres of thought, focusing on the use of narratives. Specific
examples include the narratives of post-truth political cultures; narratives in Canadian general
elections; autoethnography as a new research tool; and novels as a way of understanding economic
development. Part 2 emphasises genres of presentation and focuses on the visual arts. The chapters
cover: photography in British political history, the architecture of American statehouses and city
halls, design, comics, and using the creative arts to improve policy practice. This book is
interdisciplinary and should have an appeal beyond political science to area studies specialists and
others in the humanities. It is an advanced text, so it is aimed primarily at academics and
postgraduates.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Trump and His Generals Peter Bergen, 2019-12-10 From one
of America's preeminent national security journalists, an explosive, news-breaking account of Donald
Trump's collision with the American national security establishment, and with the world It is a
simple fact that no president in American history brought less foreign policy experience to the White
House than Donald J. Trump. The real estate developer from Queens promised to bring his brash,
zero-sum swagger to bear to cut through America's most complex national security issues, and he
did. If the cost of his America First agenda was bulldozing the edifice of foreign alliances that had
been carefully tended by every president from Truman to Obama, then so be it. It was clear from the
first that Trump's inclinations were radically more blunt force than his predecessors'. When briefed
by the Pentagon on Iran and the Strait of Hormuz, he exclaimed, The next time Iran sends its boats
into the Strait: blow them out of the water! Let's get Mad Dog on this. When told that the capital of
South Korea, Seoul, was so close to the North Korean border that millions of people would likely die
in the first hours of any all-out war, Trump had a bold response, They have to move. The officials in
the Oval Office weren't sure if he was joking. He raised his voice. They have to move! Very quickly, it
became clear to a number of people at the highest levels of government that their gravest mission
was to protect America from Donald Trump. Trump and His Generals is Peter Bergen's riveting
account of what happened when the unstoppable force of President Trump met the immovable object
of America's national security establishment--the CIA, the State Department, and, above all, the
Pentagon. If there is a real deep state in DC, it is not the FBI so much as the national security
community, with its deep-rooted culture and hierarchy. The men Trump selected for his key national
security positions, Jim Mattis, John Kelly, and H. R. McMaster, were products of that culture: Trump
wanted generals, and he got them. Three years later, they would be gone, and the guardrails were
off. From Iraq and Afghanistan to Syria and Iran, from Russia and China to North Korea and Islamist
terrorism, Trump and His Generals is a brilliant reckoning with an American ship of state navigating
a roiling sea of threats without a well-functioning rudder. Lucid and gripping, it brings urgently
needed clarity to issues that affect the fate of us all. But clarity, unfortunately, is not the same thing
as reassurance.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Religion and Conspiracy Theories David G. Robertson,
2024-08-01 Religion and Conspiracy Theories: An Introduction is the first accessible volume to
systematically examine the relationship between religion and conspiracy theories in the
contemporary world in critical and historical perspective. It lays out the historical development of
these important categories, considers different theoretical approaches and looks at case studies of
conspiracy theories in religion, about religion and as religion. It maintains a critical perspective
throughout on the relationship between truth and power, and in the process provides a fresh
perspective on belief and worldviews in our modern world. Designed for use in the classroom, the
book features helpful diagrams and resources for teachers. It is an essential read for all students of
religion and conspiracy theories, as well as scholars of politics, religious studies, sociology,
anthropology and cultural studies.



  conspiracy theories us politics: Post-Cold War Revelations and the American Communist
Party Vernon L. Pedersen, James G. Ryan, Katherine A. S. Sibley, 2021-01-14 Of all the 'third party'
movements in American history, none have been as controversial as the Communist Party of the
United States of America. Although denounced as a tool of the Soviet Union, accused of espionage
and charged with advocating the revolutionary overthrow of the American government, before WWII
it had been an accepted part of the political landscape. This collection offers an intriguing insight
into this controversial political party in light of the Moscow archives that were made accessible after
the end of the Cold War. This collection of original essays explores new aspects in the history of
American Communism, drawing on a range of documents from Moscow and Eastern Europe.
Examining traditional subjects in the light of new evidence, the essays cover a range of topics
including party leaders, espionage, campaigns against racism, the Spanish Civil War, communism
and gender, the fate of members after the McCarthy era and ways in which Communists became
Anti-Communists.
  conspiracy theories us politics: American Conspiracism Luke Ritter, 2024-07-02 This
important collection explores the social effects of popular American conspiratorial beliefs, featuring
the work of 22 scholars representing multiple academic disciplines. This book aims to better
understand the phenomenon of American conspiracism by investigating how people acquire their
beliefs, how conspiratorial stories function in politics and society, the role of conspiracy theories in
the formation of national identities, and what conspiratorial beliefs mean to individual believers.
Topics include QAnon, the Boogaloo Boys, the satanic panic, the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Assassination, the Great Replacement Theory, anti-Catholic nativism, Flat Earth belief, Elvis Lives,
COVID-19 denial, and much more. Each essay is accessibly and engagingly written without
compromising quality. American Conspiracism is essential reading for students of psychology,
political science, and U.S. history, as well as journalists, independent researchers, and anyone
interested in American conspiracies.
  conspiracy theories us politics: They Want to Kill Americans Malcolm Nance, 2022-07-12
NOW A NEW YORK TIMES, LOS ANGELES TIMES, USA TODAY AND GREAT LAKES
INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLER ASSOCIATION BESTSELLER New York Times bestselling author,
Malcolm Nance, offers a chilling warning on a clear, present and existential threat to our
democracy... our fellow Americans “Malcolm Nance is one of the great unsung national security
geniuses of the modern era. —Rachel Maddow To varying degrees, as many as 74 million Americans
have expressed hostility towards American democracy. Their radicalization is increasingly visible in
our day to day life: in neighbor’s or family member’s open discussion of bizarre conspiracy theories,
reveling in the fantasy of mass murdering the liberals they believe are drinking the blood of
children. These are the results of the deranged series of lies stoked by former President Donald
Trump, made worse by the global pandemic. The first steps of an American fracture were predicted
by Malcolm Nance months before the January 6, 2021 insurrection, heralding the start of a
generational terror threat greater than either al-Qaeda or the Islamic State. Nance calls this
growing unrest the Trump Insurgency in the United States or TITUS. The post-2020 election urge to
return to a place of “normalcy”—to forget—is the worst response we can have. American militiamen,
terrorists, and radicalized political activists are already armed in mass numbers and regularly
missed in the media; principally because Trump’s most loyal and violent foot soldiers benefit from
the ultimate privilege—being white. They Want to Kill Americans is the first detailed look into the
heart of the active Trump-led insurgency, setting the stage for a second nation-wide rebellion on
American soil. This is a chilling and deeply researched early warning to the nation from a
counterterrorism intelligence professional: America is primed for a possible explosive wave of
terrorist attacks and armed confrontations that aim to bring about a Donald Trump led dictatorship.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Exposing the Right and Fighting for Democracy Pam
Chamberlain, Matthew N. Lyons, Abby Scher, Spencer Sunshine, 2021-09-29 This book celebrates
the life and work of scholar-activist Chip Berlet. His contributions over four decades have had
broad-ranging impacts on activists, independent intellectuals, and academics, from think tanks and



social movements to generations of scholars. Berlet’s work over the decades has covered a wide
range of topics, from the Christian Right, armed militias, social movement theory, and white
supremacy to conspiracism, civil liberties, and government surveillance. This book features
contributions reflecting on many of these topics by leading scholars and activists who have been
inspired by his work and example. This book will be of great interest to scholars, students, and
activists within anti-racist, anti-fascist, and progressive social movements.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Folklore and Social Media Andrew Peck, Trevor J. Blank,
2020-12-07 Ten years after the publication of the foundational edited collection Folklore and the
Internet, Andrew Peck and Trevor J. Blank bring an essential update of scholarship to the study of
digital folklore, Folklore and Social Media. A unique virtual, hybridized platform for human
communication, social media is more dynamic, ubiquitous, and nuanced than the internet ever was
by itself, and the majority of Americans use it to access and interact with digital source materials in
more advanced and robust ways. This book features twelve chapters ranging in topics from legend
transmission and fake news to case studies of memes, joke cycles, and Twitter hashtag campaigns
and offers fresh insights on digital heritage and web archiving. The editors and contributors take
both the “digital” and “folklore” elements seriously because social media fundamentally changes folk
practices in new, though often invisible, ways. Social media platforms encourage hybrid
performances that appear informal and ordinary while also offering significant space to obfuscate
backstage behaviors through editing and retakes. The result is that expression online becomes
increasingly reminiscent of traditional forms of face-to-face interaction, while also hiding its
fundamental differences. Folklore and Social Media demonstrates various ways to refine methods
and analyses in order to develop a better understanding of the informal and traditional dynamics
that define an era of folklore and social media. It is an invaluable addition to the literature on digital
folklore scholarship that will be of interest to students and scholars alike. Contributors: Sheila Bock,
Peter M. Broadwell, Bill Ellis, Jeana Jorgensen, Liisi Laineste, John Laudun, Linda J. Lee, Lynne S.
McNeill, Ryan M. Milner, Whitney Phillips, Vwani Roychowdhury, Timothy R. Tangherlini, Tok
Thompson, Elizabeth Tucker, Kristiana Willsey
  conspiracy theories us politics: Issues of Terrorism in the Post-Coronavirus Era Richard
J. Chasdi, Yair Sharan, 2024-11-27 This edited compilation was written in the latter part of the
Coronavirus pandemic of 2020, a watershed event in world history that illustrated wide-ranging
systems and structural vulnerabilities worldwide. The book provides a framework for thinking about
the environmental context of unconventional political conflict and intrinsic issues of continuity and
change; it highlights significant potential terror threats, trajectories, and potential inflection points
for consideration by policymakers, security experts, and counterterrorism practitioners. The book
focuses on unfolding threats that will affect our security worldwide, including the consequences of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the continuously evolving condition of environmental degradation and
global warming, the probability of increased “enhanced terrorism” use, future technologies like gene
editing and “Crisper,” and more. The book frames empirical links between the consequences of the
COVID-19 pandemic, terrorism, and other international system factors within the context of our
contemporary globalized world, to scope out basic uncertainties, and the subtleties and nuances of
complexity that pose challenges and opportunities for policymakers. It discusses looming challenges
to decisionmakers who must attempt to counter terror and crime and their expected convergence in
the coming era. The use of novel foresight tools in the context of anticipatory defense, science
communication methodologies, knowledge sharing, its dissemination, and management to overcome
threat potential is presented. As one of the first books to delve into post-coronavirus consequences
and to examine the linkages between these wide-ranging impacts, Issues of Terrorism in the
Post-Coronavirus Era provides essential food for thought for decision-makers, policymakers,
academics, global business leaders, students, and lay readers who are concerned about the future of
humankind.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Encyclopedia of Social Networks George A. Barnett,
2011-09-07 This handbook systematically introduces readers to the key concepts, substantive topics,



central methods and prime debates.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Violence and the Mimetic Unconscious, Volume 2 Nidesh
Lawtoo, 2023-10-01 Representations of violence have subliminal contagious effects, but what kind of
unconscious captures this imperceptible affective dynamic in the digital age? In volume two of a
Janus-faced diagnostic of the cathartic and contagious effects of (new) media violence, Nidesh
Lawtoo traces a genealogy of a long-neglected, embodied, relational, and highly mimetic
unconscious that, well before the discovery of mirror neurons, posited mirroring reactions as a via
regia to a phantom ego. Rather than being the product of a solipsistic discovery, the unconscious
turns out to have haunted philosophers, psychologists, and artists for a long time. This book
proposes a genealogy of untimely philosophical physicians that goes from Plato to Nietzsche,
Bernheim to Féré, Freud to Bataille, Arendt to Girard, affect theory to the neurosciences. In their
company, Lawtoo promotes the transdisciplinary field of mimetic studies by reevaluating the
unconscious actions and reactions of homo mimeticus. As a new theory of mimesis emerges,
Violence and the Mimetic Unconscious offers a searching diagnosis as to why the pathos of (new)
media violence—from film to video games, police murders to the storming of the U.S
Capitol—continues to cast a material shadow on the present and future.
  conspiracy theories us politics: Choices in a Chaotic Campaign Kim L. Fridkin, Patrick J.
Kenney, 2024-05-31 In Choices in a Chaotic Campaign, Kim Fridkin and Patrick Kenney explore the
dynamic nature of citizens' beliefs and behaviors in response to the historic 2020 presidential
campaign. In today's political environment where citizens can effortlessly gather information, it is
important to move beyond standard political characteristics and consider the impact of pre-existing
psychological predispositions. Fridkin and Kenney argue these predispositions influence
assessments of campaign events and issues, and ultimately alter citizens' voting decisions. The book
relies on data from an original three-wave panel study of over 4,000 people interviewed in
September, October, and immediately after Election Day in November 2020. The timing of the
surveys provides the analytical leverage to explore how views of the campaign alter citizens'
impressions of the candidates. The book demonstrates that expanding the relevant citizen
characteristics to include psychological predispositions increases our ability to understand how
campaigns influence voters' decisions at the ballot box.
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