
coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13

coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13 offers an insightful and detailed exposition on one of the most celebrated
chapters in the New Testament. This chapter, often referred to as the "Love Chapter," is pivotal in
understanding the apostle Paul's teaching on love as the supreme Christian virtue. The Coffman commentary
explores the theological depth, practical implications, and historical context of 1 Corinthians 13, providing
readers with a comprehensive understanding of its message. This article delves into the key themes of love
described in the passage, the contrast between spiritual gifts and love, and the eternal nature of love as
emphasized by Paul. Additionally, it examines the literary structure and the original Greek terms that enrich the
interpretation. By analyzing Coffman’s insights, this article aims to enhance biblical literacy and spiritual
reflection for scholars, students, and lay readers. The following sections present a structured overview of
the commentary’s main points and interpretations.

Overview of 1 Corinthians 13 in Coffman's Commentary

The Primacy of Love Over Spiritual Gifts

Characteristics of Love According to Coffman

The Eternal Nature of Love

Practical Applications from Coffman’s Analysis

Overview of 1 Corinthians 13 in Coffman's Commentary

The Coffman commentary on 1 Corinthians 13 begins by situating the chapter within the broader context of
Paul's first letter to the Corinthians. Paul addresses a community struggling with divisions and spiritual
pride, emphasizing that love is the foundation of Christian conduct. Coffman underscores that this chapter
serves as a corrective to the Corinthians' emphasis on spiritual gifts like prophecy and tongues. The
commentary highlights the chapter’s poetic style, which differs from the more argumentative tone of
surrounding chapters. This stylistic choice serves to elevate the concept of love beyond mere doctrine into an
ideal to be passionately pursued.

Context and Purpose

Coffman explains that Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 13 to balance the Corinthians’ enthusiasm for spiritual gifts
with a reminder that without love, such gifts are meaningless. The commentary views the chapter as a
theological and ethical centerpiece of the letter, designed to unify believers around the indispensable virtue of
love.

Literary Structure and Style

The commentary notes the chapter’s unique structure, with its rhythmic and poetic qualities, which enhance the
emotional appeal. Coffman points out that Paul uses vivid metaphors and a series of progressive contrasts to
define love, making the passage memorable and impactful.



The Primacy of Love Over Spiritual Gifts

A central theme in Coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13 is the supremacy of love compared to spiritual gifts.
Paul emphasizes that spiritual gifts, no matter how spectacular, are worthless without love. Coffman
highlights verses 1 through 3 as Paul's way of illustrating that eloquence, prophecy, knowledge, and faith
are incomplete and ineffective if not motivated by love.

Spiritual Gifts Described

The commentary enumerates the gifts mentioned by Paul, including:

Speaking in tongues

Prophecy

Knowledge

Faith capable of moving mountains

Charitable acts and sacrifices

Coffman stresses that these gifts, while valuable, are secondary to the practice of love.

Love as the Superior Gift

Coffman explains that love is not just another spiritual gift but the very essence and goal of all Christian life
and service. Without love, spiritual achievements are hollow and fail to reflect God's nature.

Characteristics of Love According to Coffman

One of the most detailed aspects of Coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13 is the exposition of the attributes
of love as described by Paul. Verses 4 through 7 list nine key characteristics that define true love. Coffman
provides a thorough explanation of each trait, reflecting on their practical and theological significance.

Attributes of Love

Patient: Love endures hardship and delays without frustration.

Kind: Love actively seeks to do good to others.

Does not envy: Love is free from jealousy and resentment.

Does not boast: Love is humble and free from self-promotion.

Is not proud: Love avoids arrogance and conceit.

Does not dishonor others: Love respects and honors others.

Is not self-seeking: Love prioritizes others over oneself.

Is not easily angered: Love maintains calm and forgiveness.



Keeps no record of wrongs: Love forgives and forgets offenses.

Coffman points out that these attributes form a comprehensive portrait of love that is both ethical and
relational, serving as a model for Christian behavior.

Love’s Endurance and Hope

In addition to the nine characteristics, Paul declares that love "always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres." Coffman emphasizes these as expressions of love’s steadfastness and unwavering
commitment, even in the face of challenges.

The Eternal Nature of Love

Coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13 highlights the eternal aspect of love as a key theological insight from
the chapter. Paul contrasts love with spiritual gifts by stressing that gifts like prophecy, tongues, and
knowledge will cease, but love endures forever. The commentary explains that this distinction elevates love
beyond temporal phenomena to an everlasting virtue.

Temporary Gifts Versus Eternal Love

Coffman explains that spiritual gifts served a specific purpose for the early church’s edification but were
partial and incomplete. Love, however, is perfect and permanent, reflecting the unchanging nature of God himself.
This understanding encourages believers to prioritize love as their ultimate spiritual pursuit.

Love as the Greatest Virtue

According to Coffman, Paul’s declaration that love is the greatest underscores its supreme importance in
Christian theology and practice. Love embodies the fulfillment of the law and the essence of the gospel message.

Practical Applications from Coffman’s Analysis

The practical implications of Coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13 are significant for contemporary Christian
living. The commentary encourages believers to cultivate love as the foundation of all spiritual activity and
interpersonal relationships.

Love as the Guiding Principle

Coffman urges that love should govern how Christians use their spiritual gifts, interact with others, and
approach service. Genuine love ensures that actions are motivated by compassion and humility rather than pride
or self-interest.

Steps to Cultivate Love

The commentary suggests several ways to develop the qualities of love Paul describes:

Practice patience and kindness in daily interactions.1.



Reject envy and boastfulness by focusing on others’ needs.2.

Foster humility and avoid prideful attitudes.3.

Maintain forgiveness and avoid keeping records of offenses.4.

Persevere in hope and trust even amid difficulties.5.

These practical steps align believers with the biblical model of love and promote spiritual maturity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Coffman Commentary's main focus on 1 Corinthians 13?

The Coffman Commentary on 1 Corinthians 13 primarily focuses on the chapter's emphasis on the supremacy and
nature of love as the greatest spiritual gift and virtue.

How does Coffman interpret the phrase 'love is patient, love is kind' in 1
Corinthians 13?

Coffman interprets 'love is patient, love is kind' as describing the essential qualities of true Christian love,
highlighting its enduring and gentle nature.

According to Coffman, what is the significance of 1 Corinthians 13 in the
context of spiritual gifts?

Coffman notes that 1 Corinthians 13 serves as a corrective to the Corinthians' misuse of spiritual gifts by
emphasizing that without love, all gifts are meaningless.

Does Coffman Commentary discuss the permanence of love as described in 1
Corinthians 13?

Yes, Coffman highlights that love is eternal and surpasses all spiritual gifts, which are temporary and will
eventually cease.

How does Coffman explain the comparison between faith, hope, and love in 1
Corinthians 13?

Coffman explains that faith, hope, and love are foundational virtues, but love is the greatest because it
embodies the perfect expression of God's character.

What historical context does Coffman provide for 1 Corinthians 13?

Coffman provides background on the Corinthian church's struggles with divisions and spiritual pride, which
prompted Paul to emphasize love's primacy.

How does Coffman Commentary suggest applying the lessons of 1
Corinthians 13 today?

Coffman encourages believers to cultivate genuine love in their relationships and ministries, as it is essential



for Christian unity and effectiveness.

Does Coffman address the poetic style of 1 Corinthians 13 in his
commentary?

Yes, Coffman acknowledges the poetic and lyrical nature of 1 Corinthians 13, noting its use as a powerful
teaching tool to convey the beauty and importance of love.

Additional Resources
1. The Love Chapter Explored: Insights from Coffman’s Commentary on 1 Corinthians 13
This book offers a detailed examination of Coffman’s commentary on 1 Corinthians 13, unpacking the profound
meanings behind Paul’s discourse on love. It highlights Coffman’s unique interpretations and practical
applications for modern readers. The book serves as a valuable resource for those seeking a deeper
understanding of biblical love.

2. Understanding Biblical Love: Lessons from 1 Corinthians 13 and Coffman’s Insights
Focusing on the timeless message of 1 Corinthians 13, this book integrates Coffman’s commentary to provide a
comprehensive study of love in the Christian life. It explores the characteristics of love described by Paul and
how Coffman’s analysis enriches our grasp of these qualities. Readers will find encouragement to embody love
more fully in everyday relationships.

3. Coffman’s Commentary and the Theology of Love in 1 Corinthians 13
This volume delves into the theological underpinnings of 1 Corinthians 13 as interpreted by James Burton
Coffman. It discusses the nature, importance, and supremacy of love within the Christian faith. The book is ideal
for theology students and pastors looking to deepen their scriptural knowledge through Coffman’s
perspective.

4. 1 Corinthians 13: The Heart of Christian Love According to Coffman
Highlighting the core message of 1 Corinthians 13, this book follows Coffman’s commentary to reveal the
essence of Christian love. It discusses how love surpasses spiritual gifts and virtues, emphasizing its eternal
significance. Practical applications and reflections make this an accessible guide for believers.

5. The Characteristics of Divine Love: Coffman’s Take on 1 Corinthians 13
This work examines each attribute of love listed in 1 Corinthians 13 through the lens of Coffman’s
commentary. It provides readers with a clear understanding of love’s patience, kindness, humility, and other
traits. The book encourages personal growth and a deeper commitment to living out biblical love.

6. Love’s Supreme Importance: A Study of 1 Corinthians 13 with Coffman’s Commentary
Exploring the supremacy of love as taught in 1 Corinthians 13, this book integrates Coffman’s detailed notes
and explanations. It contrasts love with other spiritual gifts, demonstrating why love remains paramount.
Suitable for Bible study groups and individual readers alike.

7. Applying 1 Corinthians 13: Practical Guidance from Coffman’s Commentary
This book focuses on how Coffman’s insights can be applied in daily life to embody the love described in 1
Corinthians 13. It offers practical advice for cultivating love in family, church, and community settings.
Readers will find actionable steps to enhance their spiritual and relational lives.

8. The Eternal Nature of Love: Insights from Coffman on 1 Corinthians 13
Addressing the everlasting quality of love, this book draws heavily from Coffman’s commentary to explain
why love endures beyond all else. It explores the contrast between temporary spiritual gifts and eternal love.
This study encourages believers to prioritize love in their spiritual journey.

9. Paul’s Love Message Unveiled: A Coffman Commentary Study on 1 Corinthians 13
This comprehensive study unpacks Paul’s message on love with the guidance of Coffman’s commentary. It
provides historical context, exegetical analysis, and contemporary relevance. The book is a thorough
resource for anyone interested in understanding the depth of Paul’s teaching on love.
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about religion? Is it left up to each person what to believe and practice, or is there a universal
standard? There is. God sent Jesus, not only to die as our Savior, but also to reveal an authoritative
message for our salvation. Jesus then transferred this message to the apostles. Guided by the Holy
Spirit, they in turn preached this message, which is now preserved in the New Testament. This is
our standard today.
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Volume 1 Carroll D. Osburn, 2007-07-01 Contributors Frederick D. Aquino Allen Black Mark C.
Black Barry L. Blackburn Randall D. Chesnutt Jeffrey W. Childers Larry Chouinard Everett Ferguson
Thomas C. Greer Jr. Jan Faver Hailey Stanley N. Helton A. Brian McLemore Marcia D. Moore
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increased regulations too many to number. America is losing its heritage of God-given freedoms,
which were originally derived from biblical teaching. We sense that our well-sung liberties are being
lost to a point of no return. The Liberty Book examines the Christian roots of liberty, idolatry,
taxation, foundations for freedom, the right to bear arms, the great freedom documents in history,
pro-life and liberty, land rights, social involvement, and more. With God’s help freedom can be
revived. We must all work to pull America back from the cliffs-edge fall into tyranny. Our nation is
again in search of genuine liberty under God. Discover what Bible-based liberty looks like and how it
can be won for you and your children.
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giving and generosity? Do you wonder why God can be glorified through someone else's amazing
accomplishments, but not yours? Do you wonder why you try to seek God's glory in all you do, and
yet you fail? The author fell into these traps as he attempted to become the world's greatest fighter
pilot. If you've ever wondered if you can be successful in today's rat race and still be a dedicated
Christian, then 'Who Gets the Glory?' is for you! Soar along with author Brent Breidenthal as he
explores these kinds of questions by looking at our unrecognized assumptions and expectations in:
'Who gets the Glory?'
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commentary on the New Testament books of Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Emphasizes
understanding the text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including
teachers and preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the
conservative viewpoint of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God.
Comments include discussion of these topics: * Redemption through Christ * The church in God's
eternal purpose * Salvation by grace through faith * The new life in Christ * Relations between
husbands and wives, parents and children * Victory over Satan by the armor of God * The Deity of
Jesus * Joy in Christ #Bible #BibleStudy
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Commentary on the Book of Acts David Pratte,
2018-12 Bible study notes and commentary on the New Testament Book of Acts. Emphasizes
understanding the text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to all Christians, including
teachers and preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues. Written from the
conservative viewpoint of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally inspired word of God.
Comments include discussion of these topics: * Examples of conversion * Establishment and history
of the early church * Work of the Holy Spirit in spiritual gifts and miracles * Gospel evangelism and
salvation of sinners * Testimony of the apostles as witnesses of the resurrection * Jesus' reign as
King over His kingdom * Pattern of worship, work, and organization in Jesus' church
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: All Power to the Lamb James R. Johnson, 2010-12
Book Summary If you were God, writing a book you wanted men to understand, would you write it in
such a way that men would have to make up meaning in order to understand it, or would you write it
in such a way that those that seek to understand could actually come to a knowledge of its truth (Mt
7:7)? The present commentary takes the position that God wrote Revelation in such a way that with
sufficient effort and intellectual honesty, readers can understand it. Certainly there are symbols in
Revelation, but when God does use symbols, He provides inspired interpretations of the symbols.
This commentary seeks to avoid the mistakes of the views that use the symbolical approach to
Revelation (preterist, continuous historical, spiritualist, and idealist). These approaches suffer from
two basic flaws: assuming the text is symbolical when it is not and making up meaning regarding the
text based on stream of consciousness word association, much as one would do looking at Rorschach
inkblots. This commentary seeks to avoid telling God what He should have said and strives to
understand what God actually meant. Of all the approaches to understanding Revelation, this
commentary is most closely aligned with the dispensationalist (premillennialist) view in that it views
Revelation from a literalist, futurist perspective. It is different from the typical dispensationalist
schema in that it views the seven seals as the powers of the Lamb, understands the exercise of the
powers of the seven seals to be simultaneous processes, and casts chapters 8-22 as three parallel
prophecies of the Lamb's power over the course of the histories of Israel, the nations, and the saints.
This commentary also makes use of many of the non-canonical works that provide insight into the
spirit world and detail regarding the end of the present age.
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Subject Guide to Books in Print , 1997
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Just Follow Jesus Billy Joseph Stines, 2019-12-18
Who were the men called by Jesus? Among the twelve disciples were two sets of brothers – Peter and
Andrew, James and John – and a man named Matthew. If we were selecting individuals to follow
Jesus, these men would have never been on our list. But Jesus saw something in them we could
never see. Peter, Andrew, James, and John made their livelihood fishing in the Sea of Galilee.
Matthew collected taxes for the hated Roman empire. Each was an average man just going about his
daily business. But Jesus turned their lives upside down by calling to them, saying, “Follow me.” Just
as his call changed their lives, it can change your life, too. Billy Joseph Stines, who served almost
forty years at six churches scattered around North and South Carolina, explores why you should
listen to the call of Jesus. He also urges readers to stop dismissing those parts of the Bible that do
not fit their idea of who God is. Instead of seeking peace through compromise, the goal must be to
discover the truth – Jesus Christ.
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, ... Catalog of



Books , 1996
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Bible Understanding Made Easy (Vol 2) Anthony L.
Norwood, 2009-07-27 Bible Understanding Made Easy is a series of books used to inspire and teach
the Word of God to sincere souls trying to draw closer to God. This volume is dedicated to building
understanding of the life of Jesus Christ as taught by the book of Matthew. The world has been
intrigued by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ for nearly 2,000 years to this date. This is for good
reason. He is a wonderful Lord and Savior. He is also the Master teacher. All mankind must know
Him in order to be saved. Knowledge of His will for our lives brings peace and joy to ones soul. This
work is dedicated to showing the world the peace and joy of Jesus Christ by a more in-depth study of
who He is and what He offers to mankind. The method of teaching used in this book was purposely
kept as simple as possible so that beginning students of the Bible can be inspired and build a rich
foundation of understanding the Bible that will last a lifetime! This volume is more in-depth than the
first installment of this series entitled Bible Understanding Made Easy, Volume 1: The Old
Testament. This is because more time is devoted to studying verse-by-verse and small groups of
verses. Lastly, as an added bonus, there are many life application style mini-lessons that Christians
of today can use to help build faith, encourage, and inspire sincere folks to maintain a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. For ordering within the United States of America and outside of the
United States of America please call (toll-free in the U.S.) 1-888-795-4274 or Email XLibris at
orders@xlibris.com. The easiest way would be to add the book to your shopping cart above and
order online as another alternative. Normally, you may pay using your nations own currency (i.e. the
U.S. dollar, the British pound, Euro, etc.). Please call or Email XLibris Corporation for currency
exchange rates.. Please do not forget to purchase the first in this series entitled Bible Understanding
Made Easy, Volume 1: The Old Testament {click here to be taken to volume 1}
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Commentary on First and Second Corinthians James
B. Coffman, 1984-08-01
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Religious Books and Serials in Print , 1982
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Restoring the First-century Church in the
Twenty-first Century Warren Lewis, Hans Rollmann, 2005-10-15 'Restoring the First-century Church
in the Twenty-first Century: Essays on the Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement in Honor of Don
Haymes' is a snap-shot of a major American religious movement just after the turn of the
millennium. When the ÒDisciplesÓ of Alexander Campbell and the ÒChristiansÓ of Barton Warren
Stone joined forces early in the 19th century, the first indigenous ecumenical movement in the
United States came into being. Two hundred years later, this American experiment in biblical
primitivism has resulted in three, possibly four, large segments. Best known is the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), active wherever ecumenical Christians gather. The denomination is typically
theologically open, having been reshaped by theological Liberalism and the Social Gospel in the
twentieth century, and has been re-organized on the model of other Protestant bodies. The largest
group, the Churches of Christ, easily distinguished by their insistence on 'a cappella' music (singing
only), is theologically conservative, now tending towards the evangelical, and congregationally
autonomous, though with a denominational sense of brotherhood. The Christian Churches/Churches
of Christ (Independent) are a 'via media' between the two other bodies: theologically conservative
and evangelical, congregationally autonomous, pastorally oriented, and comfortable with
instrumental music. The fourth numerically significant group, the churches of Christ
(Anti-Institutional), is a conservative reaction to the 'a cappella' churches, much in the way that the
Southern ''a capella' churches reacted against the emerging intellectual culture and social location,
instrumental music and institutional centrism of the Northern Disciples following the Civil War.
Besides these four, numerous smaller fragments, typically one-article splinter groups, decorate the
history of the Restoration Movement: One-Cup brethren, Premillennialists, No-Sunday-School
congregations, No-Located-Preacher churches, and others. This movement to unite Christians on the
basis of faith and immersion in Jesus Christ, and to restore New-Testament Christianity, is too little
recognized on the American religious landscape, and it has been too little studied by the academic



community. This volume is focused primarily on the 'a cappella' churches and their interests, but
implications for the entire Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement abound. The voices that speak
freely within were unimpeded in authoring these essays by standards of orthodoxy imposed from
without. All of the contributors are acquainted with Don Haymes, the honoree of the volume, and
have been inspired by this friend and colleague, a man with a rigorous and earthy intellect and a
heavenly spirit. David Bundy, series editor Studies in the History and Culture of World Christianities
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Commentary on Deuteronomy, the Fifth Book of
Moses James Burton Coffman, 1988
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Religious Books and Serials in Print, 1980-1981 ,
1980
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Bible Understanding Made Easy Volume V
Anthony L. Norwood, 2018-08-01 Take the mystery out of Johns Gospel! This is a helpful tool to
understand the divinity of Jesus, his love for us, and Gods true plan of salvation.
  coffman commentary 1 corinthians 13: Subject Guide to Children's Books in Print 1997
Bowker Editorial Staff, R R Bowker Publishing, 1996-09
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