cold war history

cold war history encompasses a pivotal period in global affairs marked by intense political, military,
and ideological rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union. Spanning from the end of
World War Il in 1945 to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, this era shaped international
relations, influenced domestic policies, and triggered numerous proxy wars across continents. The
Cold War was characterized by the arms race, nuclear deterrence, espionage, and competing
economic systems of capitalism and communism. Understanding cold war history is essential to
comprehending contemporary geopolitics and the legacy of superpower tensions. This article provides
a comprehensive overview of the origins, key events, major conflicts, and eventual conclusion of this
complex historical epoch. The exploration includes the ideological divide, significant crises, and the
global impact of the Cold War. Below is the table of contents outlining the main topics covered.
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Origins of the Cold War

The origins of cold war history lie in the aftermath of World War I, when former allies the United
States and the Soviet Union emerged as rival superpowers. Despite their alliance against Nazi
Germany, deep ideological differences between capitalist democracy and communist authoritarianism
fueled distrust. The wartime conferences, such as those at Yalta and Potsdam, revealed conflicting
visions for postwar Europe and the world order. The Soviet Union sought to expand its influence over
Eastern Europe, establishing satellite states, while the United States promoted democratic
governance and free markets. This divergence set the stage for an extended geopolitical struggle.

Ideological Differences

The fundamental ideological schism between the United States and the Soviet Union was rooted in
contrasting political and economic systems. Capitalism emphasized individual freedoms, private
property, and market economies, whereas communism advocated for state control, collective
ownership, and a classless society. These conflicting worldviews created mutual suspicion and fear of
subversion, which permeated diplomatic relations and influenced foreign policies throughout the Cold
War period.

Postwar Europe and the Iron Curtain

In the immediate postwar years, the Soviet Union consolidated control over Eastern Europe, installing
communist governments aligned with Moscow. This expansion was perceived by the West as
aggressive and threatening, leading Winston Churchill to famously describe an “lron Curtain”



descending across Europe. The division of Germany into East and West became a symbol of Cold War
tensions, with Berlin serving as a focal point of confrontation.

Major Events and Crises

Cold war history is marked by numerous critical events that brought the superpowers to the brink of
direct conflict. These crises tested the resolve and diplomacy of the United States and the Soviet
Union while shaping global perceptions of power and security. Understanding these key moments is
vital to grasping the dynamics of the Cold War.

The Berlin Blockade and Airlift

In 1948-1949, the Soviet Union attempted to force the Western Allies out of West Berlin by blocking
all ground access routes. This blockade aimed to assert Soviet dominance but prompted a massive
airlift operation by the United States and its allies to supply West Berliners with food and fuel. The
successful Berlin Airlift symbolized Western commitment to resisting Soviet pressure and maintaining
freedom in Berlin.

The Cuban Missile Crisis

The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 is considered the closest moment the Cold War came to escalating
into nuclear war. The discovery of Soviet ballistic missiles stationed in Cuba triggered a tense 13-day
standoff between the United States and the Soviet Union. Diplomatic negotiations ultimately led to
the Soviet withdrawal of missiles in exchange for a U.S. pledge not to invade Cuba and the secret
removal of American missiles from Turkey.

The Space Race

The Cold War rivalry extended into technological and scientific competition, exemplified by the Space
Race. The Soviet Union’s launch of Sputnik in 1957 shocked the United States, prompting increased
investment in space exploration. This competition culminated in the 1969 Apollo 11 moon landing, a
major U.S. achievement that demonstrated technological superiority and national prestige.

Proxy Wars and Global Impact

Rather than engaging in direct military conflict, the superpowers often fought indirectly through proxy
wars in various regions of the world. These conflicts allowed the United States and the Soviet Union to
expand their influence while avoiding a full-scale war that risked nuclear escalation. Cold war history
includes numerous proxy wars that had lasting consequences for the countries involved.

The Korean War

The Korean War (1950-1953) was one of the earliest and most significant proxy conflicts. North Korea,
backed by China and the Soviet Union, invaded South Korea, which was supported by United Nations
forces led by the United States. The war ended in a stalemate and armistice, leaving the Korean
Peninsula divided along the 38th parallel, a division that persists today.



The Vietham War

The Vietnam War represented a prolonged and contentious proxy war during the Cold War era. North
Vietnam, supported by communist allies, sought to unify the country under communist rule, while
South Vietnam, with U.S. backing, resisted. The conflict escalated through the 1960s and early 1970s,
resulting in significant casualties and political upheaval before the eventual withdrawal of U.S. forces
and communist victory in 1975.

Other Regional Conflicts

Numerous other conflicts and interventions reflected Cold War rivalries, including:

e The Afghan War (1979-1989), where the Soviet invasion prompted U.S.-backed resistance by
Mujahideen fighters.

e The Angolan Civil War, with competing support from the U.S. and Soviet Union for different
factions.

e Latin American interventions, such as U.S. involvement in Chile and Central America to counter
communist influence.

The Arms Race and Nuclear Deterrence

The arms race was a defining feature of cold war history, centered on the accumulation and
development of nuclear weapons by both superpowers. The doctrine of mutually assured destruction
(MAD) served as a deterrent against direct conflict but also heightened global anxiety about the
potential for catastrophic war.

Nuclear Proliferation

Following the U.S. development and use of atomic bombs in World War Il, the Soviet Union rapidly
developed its own nuclear arsenal, successfully testing its first bomb in 1949. This initiated a
continuous cycle of weapons development, including hydrogen bombs, intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBMs), and submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs). Both sides maintained vast
stockpiles as a strategic balance of power.

Arms Control Efforts

Despite intense competition, efforts to control and limit the arms race emerged over time. Treaties
such as the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT), the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM), and later
the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) aimed to reduce the risk of nuclear war and promote
stability. These agreements reflected the mutual interest in avoiding nuclear catastrophe.

The End of the Cold War

The conclusion of cold war history came with a series of political, economic, and social changes that
transformed the global order. The late 1980s witnessed reforms within the Soviet Union, shifts in



Eastern Europe, and evolving relations between the superpowers that contributed to the Cold War's
end.

Reforms and Leadership Changes

Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev introduced policies of glasnost (openness) and perestroika
(restructuring), aiming to revitalize the Soviet system but inadvertently weakening central control.
These reforms, along with improved diplomatic engagement with the West, reduced tensions and
opened pathways to cooperation.

Collapse of Eastern Bloc Regimes

Throughout 1989, communist governments across Eastern Europe fell in rapid succession, often
through peaceful popular uprisings. The fall of the Berlin Wall symbolized the end of division in Europe
and the diminishing Soviet influence in the region. These events paved the way for democratic
transitions and the reunification of Germany.

Dissolution of the Soviet Union

By 1991, internal pressures and nationalist movements led to the disintegration of the Soviet Union
into independent republics. This marked the definitive end of the Cold War era and the emergence of
the United States as the sole global superpower. The post-Cold War period redefined international
relations and introduced new geopolitical challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Cold War?

The main causes of the Cold War included ideological differences between the capitalist United States
and the communist Soviet Union, power vacuums after World War Il, and mutual distrust leading to a
struggle for global influence.

How did the Cold War influence global politics?

The Cold War shaped global politics by dividing the world into two blocs led by the US and the USSR,
leading to proxy wars, arms races, and the formation of military alliances like NATO and the Warsaw
Pact.

What was the significance of the Berlin Wall during the Cold
War?
The Berlin Wall symbolized the ideological divide between East and West, physically separating

communist East Berlin from democratic West Berlin and representing the broader conflict between
the Soviet bloc and the West.



How did the Cuban Missile Crisis impact Cold War relations?

The Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 brought the world to the brink of nuclear war but ultimately led to
improved communication between the US and USSR and the establishment of nuclear arms control
agreements.

What role did espionage play during the Cold War?

Espionage was crucial during the Cold War, with both sides conducting extensive spying operations to
gather intelligence, influencing diplomatic strategies and military planning.

How did the Cold War come to an end?

The Cold War ended with the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, influenced by reforms like
perestroika and glasnost, economic struggles, and increased diplomatic engagement with the West.

What were some key events that escalated tensions during
the Cold War?

Key events that escalated tensions included the Berlin Blockade, Korean War, Vietnam War, Cuban
Missile Crisis, and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

Additional Resources

1. The Cold War: A New History

This book by John Lewis Gaddis offers a concise and accessible overview of the Cold War, tracing its
origins, major conflicts, and eventual conclusion. Gaddis provides insights into the strategies,
personalities, and ideologies that shaped this global struggle between the United States and the
Soviet Union. It is widely regarded as an essential introduction to Cold War history.

2. Iron Curtain: The Cold War in Europe

Anne Applebaum’s detailed account focuses on the Soviet Union’s imposition of communist regimes in
Eastern Europe after World War Il. The book explores how the Iron Curtain divided the continent and
the consequences for millions living under authoritarian rule. Applebaum combines archival research
with personal stories to give a vivid picture of this era.

3. The Cold War: A New History in Documents

Edited by Allen J. Matusow, this collection brings together key primary documents that shaped the
Cold War era. Including speeches, letters, and government papers, it allows readers to engage
directly with the perspectives of leaders and policymakers. The book is an excellent resource for
understanding the diplomatic and ideological battles of the period.

4. Gulag Archipelago

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s monumental work exposes the brutal Soviet labor camp system that
operated during the Cold War era. Though not a traditional Cold War history, it reveals the internal
repression that fueled Western opposition to the USSR. The book had a profound impact on
perceptions of Soviet communism worldwide.



5. Berlin 1961: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and the Most Dangerous Place on Earth

Frederick Kempe narrates the tense standoff in Berlin during the construction of the Berlin Wall. The
book highlights the leadership of John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev and how this flashpoint
nearly escalated into nuclear conflict. It provides a gripping account of Cold War brinkmanship.

6. One Minute to Midnight: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and Castro on the Brink of Nuclear War

Michael Dobbs offers a detailed examination of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the closest the world came to
nuclear war during the Cold War. The book delves into the decision-making processes of the key
leaders and the intense negotiations that ultimately defused the crisis. It is praised for its dramatic
narrative and deep analysis.

7. The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of Our Times

Odd Arne Westad expands the Cold War story beyond the US-Soviet rivalry to include its impact on
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The book explores how Cold War powers intervened in Third World
countries, shaping their development and conflicts. It challenges traditional Eurocentric perspectives
on the Cold War.

8. Stalin’s Cold War: Soviet Strategies in Europe, 1943-1956

This work by Geoffrey Roberts examines the Soviet Union’s policies and tactics during the early Cold
War years. It provides insight into Stalin’s approach to consolidating Soviet influence in Eastern
Europe and managing relations with the West. The book is valued for its detailed archival research
and balanced analysis.

9. Spycraft: The Secret History of the CIA’s Spytechs, from Communism to Al-Qaeda

Robert Wallace and H. Keith Melton reveal the technological innovations behind American espionage
during the Cold War. The book covers gadgets, surveillance methods, and covert operations that
shaped intelligence efforts against the Soviet Union. It offers a fascinating look at the clandestine side
of the Cold War.
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cold war history: The Cold War through Documents Edward H. Judge, John W. Langdon,
2024-06-10 This text is a comprehensive collection of more than 100 carefully edited documents
(speeches, treaties, statements, and articles), making the great events of the era come alive through
the words and phrases of those who were actively involved. Coverage traces the Cold War from its
roots in East-West tensions before and during World War II through its origins in the immediate
postwar era, up to and including the collapse of the Soviet Union during 1989-1991.

cold war history: The Cold War Jussi M. Hanhimaki, Odd Arne Westad, 2004 The Cold War
contains a selection of official and unofficial documents which provide a truly multi-faceted account
of the entire Cold War era. The final selection of documents illustrates the global impact of the Cold
War to the present day, and establishes links between the Cold War and the events of 11th
September 2001.


http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-09/Book?ID=vbZ33-2226&title=cold-war-history.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-004/pdf?ID=sps01-2850&title=business-analytics-excel.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-004/pdf?ID=sps01-2850&title=business-analytics-excel.pdf

cold war history: The Cold War Odd Arne Westad, 2017-09-05 The definitive history of the Cold
War and its impact around the world We tend to think of the Cold War as a bounded conflict: a clash
of two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union, born out of the ashes of World War II
and coming to a dramatic end with the collapse of the Soviet Union. But in this major new work,
Bancroft Prize-winning scholar Odd Arne Westad argues that the Cold War must be understood as a
global ideological confrontation, with early roots in the Industrial Revolution and ongoing
repercussions around the world. In The Cold War, Westad offers a new perspective on a century
when great power rivalry and ideological battle transformed every corner of our globe. From Soweto
to Hollywood, Hanoi, and Hamburg, young men and women felt they were fighting for the future of
the world. The Cold War may have begun on the perimeters of Europe, but it had its deepest
reverberations in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, where nearly every community had to choose
sides. And these choices continue to define economies and regimes across the world. Today, many
regions are plagued with environmental threats, social divides, and ethnic conflicts that stem from
this era. Its ideologies influence China, Russia, and the United States; Iraq and Afghanistan have
been destroyed by the faith in purely military solutions that emerged from the Cold War. Stunning in
its breadth and revelatory in its perspective, this book expands our understanding of the Cold War
both geographically and chronologically and offers an engaging new history of how today's world
was created.

cold war history: Origins of the Cold War Melvyn P. Leffler, 2005 This second edition brings
the collection up to date, including the newest research from the Communist side of the Cold War
and the most recent debates on culture, race and intelligence.

cold war history: The Cold War John Lewis Gaddis, 2006-12-26 “Outstanding . . . The most
accessible distillation of that conflict yet written.” —The Boston Globe “Energetically written and
lucid, it makes an ideal introduction to the subject.” —The New York Times The “dean of Cold War
historians” (The New York Times) now presents the definitive account of the global confrontation
that dominated the last half of the twentieth century. Drawing on newly opened archives and the
reminiscences of the major players, John Lewis Gaddis explains not just what happened but
why—from the months in 1945 when the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. went from alliance to antagonism to
the barely averted holocaust of the Cuban Missile Crisis to the maneuvers of Nixon and Mao, Reagan
and Gorbachev. Brilliant, accessible, almost Shakespearean in its drama, The Cold War stands as a
triumphant summation of the era that, more than any other, shaped our own. Gaddis is also the
author of On Grand Strategy.

cold war history: The Cold War as History Louis J. Halle, 1967

cold war history: Brief History of the Cold War Lee Edwards, Elizabeth Edwards Spalding,
2016-03-01 The Cold War was a crucial conflict in American history. At stake was whether the world
would be dominated by the forces of totalitarianism led by the Soviet Union, or inspired by the
principles of economic and political freedom embodied in the United States. The Cold War
established America as the leader of the free world and a global superpower. It shaped U.S. military
strategy, economic policy, and domestic politics for nearly 50 years. In A Brief History of the Cold
War, distinguished scholars Lee Edwards and Elizabeth Edwards Spalding recount the pivotal events
of this protracted struggle and explain the strategies that eventually led to victory for freedom. They
analyze the development and implementation of containment, détente, and finally President
Reagan's philosophy: they lose, we win. The Cold War teaches important lessons about statecraft
and America's indispensable role in the world.

cold war history: The Cold War Ralph B. Levering, 2015-12-14 Now available in a fully revised
and updated third edition, The Cold War: A Post-Cold War History offers an authoritative and
accessible introduction to the history and enduring legacy of the Cold War. Thoroughly updated in
light of new scholarship, including revised sections on President Nixon's policies in Vietnam and
President Reagan’s approach to U.S.-Soviet relations Features six all new counterparts sections that
juxtapose important historical figures to illustrate the contrasting viewpoints that characterized the
Cold War Argues that the success of Western capitalism during the Cold War laid the groundwork



for the economic globalization and political democratization that have defined the 21st century
Includes extended coverage of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the most dangerous confrontation of the
nuclear age thus far

cold war history: Uncertain Empire Joel Isaac, Duncan Bell, 2012-08-01 Historians have long
understood that the notion of the cold war is richly metaphorical, if not paradoxical. The conflict
between the United States and the Soviet Union was a war that fell ambiguously short of war, an
armed truce that produced considerable bloodshed. Yet scholars in the rapidly expanding field of
Cold War studies have seldom paused to consider the conceptual and chronological foundations of
the idea of the Cold War itself. In Uncertain Empire, a group of leading scholars takes up the
challenge of making sense of the idea of the Cold War and its application to the writing of American
history. They interrogate the concept from a wide range of disciplinary vantage points--diplomatic
history, the history of science, literary criticism, cultural history, and the history of
religion--highlighting the diversity of methods and approaches in contemporary Cold War studies.
Animating the volume as a whole is a question about the extent to which the Cold War was an
American invention. Uncertain Empire brings debates over national, global, and transnational
history into focus and offers students of the Cold War a new framework for considering recent
developments in the field.

cold war history: A New History of the Cold War , 1966

cold war history: The Cold War Martin Walker, 1995-06-15 The Cold War was more of a global
conflict than was either of this century's two major wars; far more than a confrontation between
states or even empires, it was, as Martin Walker puts it, a total war between economic and social
systems, an industrial test to destruction..

cold war history: History of Cold War IntroBooks, 2018-02-19 World War II has been that
topic of discussion for long time of period and almost everyone is already aware of that. This was the
global war which lasted for seven long years from the date of 1939 to 1945, the conflicts related to
which were already in action. Though, this war ended in 1945, there were still some things which
could be seen as the result of this conflict, among which the one name that you can count on is Cold
War. This was basically the name which was given to the relationship that was noticed developing
between USA and USSR.

cold war history: The Cold War Stephen E. Ambrose, 2009-01-21 Even fifteen years after the
end of the Cold War, it is still hard to grasp that we no longer live under its immense specter. For
nearly half a century, from the end of World War II to the early 1990s, all world events hung in the
balance of a simmering dispute between two of the greatest military powers in history. Hundreds of
millions of people held their collective breath as the United States and the Soviet Union, two
national ideological entities, waged proxy wars to determine spheres of influence-and millions of
others perished in places like Korea, Vietnam, and Angola, where this cold war flared hot. Such a
consideration of the Cold War-as a military event with sociopolitical and economic overtones-is the
crux of this stellar collection of twenty-six essays compiled and edited by Robert Cowley, the
longtime editor of MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History. Befitting such a complex and
far-ranging period, the volume’s contributing writers cover myriad angles. John Prados, in “The War
Scare of 1983,” shows just how close we were to escalating a war of words into a nuclear holocaust.
Victor Davis Hanson offers “The Right Man,” his pungent reassessment of the bellicose air-power
zealot Curtis LeMay as a man whose words were judged more critically than his actions. The secret
war also gets its due in George Feiffer’s “The Berlin Tunnel,” which details the charismatic C.I.A.
operative “Big Bill” Harvey’s effort to tunnel under East Berlin and tap Soviet phone lines-and the
Soviets’ equally audacious reaction to the plan; while “The Truth About Overflights,” by R. Cargill
Hall, sheds light on some of the Cold War’s best-kept secrets. The often overlooked human cost of
fighting the Cold War finds a clear voice in “MIA” by Marilyn Elkins, the widow of a Navy airman,
who details the struggle to learn the truth about her husband, Lt. Frank C. Elkins, whose A-4
Skyhawk disappeared over Vietnam in 1966. In addition there are profiles of the war’s “front
lines”-Dien Bien Phu, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Bay of Pigs-as well as of prominent military and



civil leaders from both sides, including Harry S. Truman, Nikita Khrushchev, Dean Acheson, Gen.
Douglas MacArthur, Richard M. Nixon, Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, and others. Encompassing so many
perspectives and events, The Cold War succeeds at an impossible task: illuminating and explaining
the history of an undeclared shadow war that threatened the very existence of humankind.

cold war history: The Global Cold War Odd Arne Westad, 2005-10-24 The Cold War shaped the
world we live in today - its politics, economics, and military affairs. This book shows how the
globalization of the Cold War during the last century created the foundations for most of the key
conflicts we see today, including the War on Terror. It focuses on how the Third World policies of the
two twentieth-century superpowers - the United States and the Soviet Union - gave rise to
resentments and resistance that in the end helped topple one superpower and still seriously
challenge the other. Ranging from China to Indonesia, Iran, Ethiopia, Angola, Cuba, and Nicaragua,
it provides a truly global perspective on the Cold War. And by exploring both the development of
interventionist ideologies and the revolutionary movements that confronted interventions, the book
links the past with the present in ways that no other major work on the Cold War era has succeeded
in doing.

cold war history: Cold War iMinds, 2009 For nearly half of the twentieth century, the two most
powerful countries in the world were also two great enemies. The Cold War was a time of great
tension between the USA and the Soviet Union, led by Russia. It lasted from the end of World War
Two in 1945, until about 1991. Russia was a communist country, and the USA was the largest
capitalist country in the world.

cold war history: The Routledge Handbook of the Cold War Artemy M. Kalinovsky, Craig
Daigle, 2014-06-05 This new Handbook offers a wide-ranging overview of current scholarship on the
Cold War, with essays from many leading scholars. The field of Cold War history has consistently
been one of the most vibrant in the field of international studies. Recent scholarship has added to
our understanding of familiar Cold War events, such as the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis
and superpower détente, and shed new light on the importance of ideology, race, modernization, and
transnational movements. The Routledge Handbook of the Cold War draws on the wealth of new
Cold War scholarship, bringing together essays on a diverse range of topics such as geopolitics,
military power and technology and strategy. The chapters also address the importance of non-state
actors, such as scientists, human rights activists and the Catholic Church, and examine the
importance of development, foreign aid and overseas assistance. The volume is organised into nine
parts: Part I: The Early Cold War Part II: Cracks in the Bloc Part III: Decolonization, Imperialism and
its Consequences Part IV: The Cold War in the Third World Part V: The Era of Detente Part VI:
Human Rights and Non-State Actors Part VII: Nuclear Weapons, Technology and Intelligence Part
VIIIL: Psychological Warfare, Propaganda and Cold War Culture Part IX: The End of the Cold War
This new Handbook will be of great interest to all students of Cold War history, international history,
foreign policy, security studies and IR in general.

cold war history: Origins of the Cold War Melvyn P. Leffler, David S. Painter, 2005

cold war history: The Cold War Jeremy Black, 2015-10-29 The term the Cold War has had
many meanings and interpretations since it was originally coined and has been used to analyse
everything from comics to pro-natalist policies, and science fiction to gender politics. This range has
great value, but also poses problems, notably by diluting the focus on war of a certain type, and by
exacerbating a lack of precision in definition and analysis. The Cold War: A Military History is the
first survey of the period to focus on the diplomatic and military confrontation and conflict. Jeremy
Black begins his overview in 1917 and covers the 'long Cold War', from the 7th November
Revolution to the ongoing repercussions and reverberations of the conflict today. The book is
forward-looking as well as retrospective, not least in encouraging us to reflect on how much the
character of the present world owes to the Cold War. The result is a detailed survey that will be
invaluable to students and scholars of military and international history.

cold war history: The Cold War Stephen E. Ambrose, Caleb Carr, Thomas Fleming, Victor
Davis Hanson, 2006-11-07 Even fifteen years after the end of the Cold War, it is still hard to grasp



that we no longer live under its immense specter. For nearly half a century, from the end of World
War II to the early 1990s, all world events hung in the balance of a simmering dispute between two
of the greatest military powers in history. Hundreds of millions of people held their collective breath
as the United States and the Soviet Union, two national ideological entities, waged proxy wars to
determine spheres of influence-and millions of others perished in places like Korea, Vietnam, and
Angola, where this cold war flared hot. Such a consideration of the Cold War-as a military event with
sociopolitical and economic overtones-is the crux of this stellar collection of twenty-six essays
compiled and edited by Robert Cowley, the longtime editor of MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of
Military History. Befitting such a complex and far-ranging period, the volume’s contributing writers
cover myriad angles. John Prados, in “The War Scare of 1983,” shows just how close we were to
escalating a war of words into a nuclear holocaust. Victor Davis Hanson offers “The Right Man,” his
pungent reassessment of the bellicose air-power zealot Curtis LeMay as a man whose words were
judged more critically than his actions. The secret war also gets its due in George Feiffer’s “The
Berlin Tunnel,” which details the charismatic C.I.A. operative “Big Bill” Harvey’s effort to tunnel
under East Berlin and tap Soviet phone lines-and the Soviets’ equally audacious reaction to the plan;
while “The Truth About Overflights,” by R. Cargill Hall, sheds light on some of the Cold War’s
best-kept secrets. The often overlooked human cost of fighting the Cold War finds a clear voice in
“MIA” by Marilyn Elkins, the widow of a Navy airman, who details the struggle to learn the truth
about her husband, Lt. Frank C. Elkins, whose A-4 Skyhawk disappeared over Vietnam in 1966. In
addition there are profiles of the war’s “front lines”-Dien Bien Phu, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Bay
of Pigs-as well as of prominent military and civil leaders from both sides, including Harry S. Truman,
Nikita Khrushchev, Dean Acheson, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, Richard M. Nixon, Gen. Vo Nguyen
Giap, and others. Encompassing so many perspectives and events, The Cold War succeeds at an
impossible task: illuminating and explaining the history of an undeclared shadow war that
threatened the very existence of humankind.

cold war history: The Cold War David Painter, 2002-03-11 The Cold War dominated
international relations for forty-five years. It shaped the foreign policies of the United States and the
Soviet Union and deeply affected their societies, domestic situations and their government
institutions. Hardly any part of the world escaped its influence. David Painter provides a compact
and analytical study that examines the origins, course, and end of the Cold War. His overview is
global in perspective, with an emphasis on the Third World as well as the contested regions of Asia
and Central America, and a strong consideration of economic issues. He includes discussion of: the
global distribution of power the arms race the world economy. The Cold War gives a concise,
original and interdisciplinary introduction to this international state of affairs, covering the years
between 1945 and 1990.
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