
chivalry by neil gaiman
chivalry by neil gaiman is a captivating short story that blends modern fantasy with classical
mythology, showcasing Neil Gaiman’s unique storytelling style. This narrative explores themes of
heroism, morality, and the enduring allure of Arthurian legend through a contemporary lens. In this
article, the plot, characters, thematic elements, and literary significance of Chivalry will be examined
in detail. The story’s place within Neil Gaiman’s broader body of work and its impact on modern
fantasy literature will also be discussed. Readers interested in Gaiman’s approach to myth retelling
and the fusion of fantasy with everyday life will find this analysis insightful. The following sections
provide a structured overview of the story’s essential aspects.

Plot Summary of Chivalry by Neil Gaiman

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism in Chivalry by Neil Gaiman

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Impact and Reception of the Story

Plot Summary of Chivalry by Neil Gaiman
The plot of Chivalry by Neil Gaiman centers on a seemingly ordinary elderly woman named Mrs.
Whitaker who discovers the Holy Grail in a secondhand shop. The story unfolds as she acquires the
Grail and attracts the attention of a mysterious knight, Sir Galaad, who arrives to claim it. This
encounter sparks a series of events that blend the mundane with the mythical, illustrating Gaiman’s
talent for weaving fantastical elements into everyday settings. The narrative explores Mrs. Whitaker’s
interaction with the knight and her unexpected role in a chivalric quest.

Beginning and Discovery
The story opens with Mrs. Whitaker’s visit to a thrift store, where she purchases the Holy Grail without
fully understanding its significance. This moment sets the stage for the collision of the ordinary and
the extraordinary that defines the tale. Gaiman’s descriptive prose captures the charm of the
mundane, emphasizing the contrast when the magical enters Mrs. Whitaker’s life.

Encounter with Sir Galaad
Sir Galaad, a knight from Arthurian legend, appears seeking the Grail, introducing the theme of
chivalry and honor. His presence in the modern world challenges both him and Mrs. Whitaker, leading
to a subtle negotiation of values between ancient ideals and contemporary life. Their interaction
forms the core of the story’s dramatic tension.



Resolution and Significance
The story concludes with an unexpected resolution that highlights Mrs. Whitaker’s practical wisdom
and the enduring relevance of chivalric principles. The ending reinforces the story’s blend of humor
and depth, leaving readers with a nuanced reflection on heroism and everyday courage.

Main Characters and Their Roles
Chivalry by Neil Gaiman features a small but memorable cast whose interactions drive the narrative
forward. Each character embodies different aspects of the story’s themes and contributes to its rich
texture.

Mrs. Whitaker
Mrs. Whitaker is the protagonist, portrayed as a practical, no-nonsense elderly woman with a sharp
mind and a kind heart. Her character grounds the story in reality, making the mythical elements more
accessible. She represents the everyday hero who unknowingly participates in a grand narrative.

Sir Galaad
Sir Galaad is a knight of the Round Table, noble and bound by the code of chivalry. His arrival
introduces the legendary and romantic aspects of the story. Galaad’s quest for the Grail drives the
plot and symbolizes the persistence of ancient ideals in the modern world.

Supporting Characters
Other minor characters, such as the thrift store owner and various bystanders, add depth to the
setting and highlight the contrast between the ordinary world and the extraordinary quest. Their
roles, though limited, enhance the story’s realism and humor.

Themes and Symbolism in Chivalry by Neil Gaiman
The story is rich in themes that explore morality, heroism, and the intersection of myth and reality.
Neil Gaiman uses symbolism to reinforce these themes and invite readers to consider the relevance of
chivalric values today.

Chivalry and Honor
The central theme revolves around the traditional code of chivalry, including honor, courage, and
service. Through Sir Galaad’s quest and Mrs. Whitaker’s actions, the story examines what these
values mean in a contemporary context. It suggests that chivalry is not just about heroic deeds but
also about kindness and integrity in everyday life.



Myth and Modernity
Chivalry juxtaposes ancient mythological elements with the modern world, highlighting the timeless
nature of stories and values. The presence of the Grail and a knight in a thrift shop symbolizes the
enduring influence of legend and the ways myths continue to shape human experience.

Ordinary Heroism
Mrs. Whitaker’s character embodies the theme of ordinary heroism. The story suggests that heroism
is accessible to all, not reserved for knights or mythical figures. Acts of kindness, courage, and
wisdom in daily life are presented as modern expressions of chivalry.

Symbolism of the Holy Grail

Spiritual Quest: The Grail symbolizes a quest for purity and enlightenment.

Power and Responsibility: Possession of the Grail comes with moral obligations.

Connection to the Past: The Grail links the present with legendary history.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Neil Gaiman’s distinctive writing style is evident throughout Chivalry. The story combines
straightforward narrative with lyrical descriptions, creating an engaging and immersive reading
experience. Gaiman’s use of humor and subtle irony adds layers of meaning to the text.

Blend of Fantasy and Reality
The narrative seamlessly integrates fantastical elements into a realistic setting, a hallmark of
Gaiman’s storytelling approach. This blend invites readers to suspend disbelief and reconsider the
boundaries between myth and everyday life.

Characterization and Dialogue
Characterization is achieved through concise yet vivid descriptions and natural dialogue. Mrs.
Whitaker’s pragmatic voice contrasts with Sir Galaad’s formal and chivalric manner, highlighting their
differing worldviews and enriching the story’s dynamics.

Use of Symbolism and Allegory
Gaiman employs symbolism to deepen the story’s thematic impact. The Holy Grail serves as an



allegory for personal and spiritual quests, while the knight’s presence evokes the enduring power of
myth in shaping values and identity.

Impact and Reception of the Story
Chivalry by Neil Gaiman has been widely acclaimed for its imaginative retelling of Arthurian legend
and its insightful commentary on contemporary life. The story has resonated with readers for its blend
of humor, fantasy, and profound themes.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised the story for its concise yet impactful narrative, highlighting Gaiman’s skillful
merging of myth and modernity. The story is frequently cited as an exemplary work in modern
fantasy literature and short story writing.

Influence on Fantasy Genre
Chivalry has contributed to the ongoing popularity of myth-based fantasy stories that explore classical
themes in new contexts. It has inspired other writers to revisit and reinterpret legendary material with
fresh perspectives.

Legacy within Neil Gaiman’s Work
The story exemplifies key elements of Neil Gaiman’s broader oeuvre, including his fascination with
mythology, his distinctive narrative voice, and his ability to humanize legendary figures. It remains a
significant piece within his collection of short stories and fantasy works.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Chivalry' by Neil Gaiman?
The main theme of 'Chivalry' is the exploration of chivalry and the enduring nature of medieval ideals
in the modern world, highlighting honor, bravery, and kindness through a whimsical narrative.

Who is the protagonist in Neil Gaiman's 'Chivalry' and what is
her role?
The protagonist is an elderly widow named Mrs. Whitaker, who discovers the Holy Grail in a second-
hand shop and embarks on a quest involving knights and legends.



How does Neil Gaiman incorporate mythology and folklore in
'Chivalry'?
Gaiman weaves Arthurian legend and mythological elements seamlessly into a contemporary setting,
blending fantasy with everyday life to create a magical atmosphere.

What is the significance of the Holy Grail in 'Chivalry' by Neil
Gaiman?
The Holy Grail symbolizes purity, faith, and the quest for meaning; it serves as the catalyst for Mrs.
Whitaker's adventure and interactions with legendary knights.

Is 'Chivalry' a standalone story or part of a larger collection?
‘Chivalry’ is a standalone short story but is often included in Neil Gaiman’s collections, such as 'Smoke
and Mirrors'.

What narrative style does Neil Gaiman use in 'Chivalry'?
Gaiman uses a charming, concise, and engaging narrative style with a blend of humor and poignancy
to bring the story and characters to life.

How does 'Chivalry' reflect Neil Gaiman’s writing style and
themes?
The story reflects Gaiman’s signature style of blending the fantastical with the mundane, exploring
themes of myth, legend, and human kindness with a touch of whimsy.

What lessons can readers take away from 'Chivalry' by Neil
Gaiman?
Readers can learn about the importance of kindness, honor, and courage, as well as the value of
keeping legends and ideals alive in everyday life.

Additional Resources
1. Chivalry
Neil Gaiman's "Chivalry" is a charming and whimsical tale about an elderly woman named Mrs.
Whitaker who discovers the Holy Grail in a second-hand shop. The story intertwines modern life with
the timeless ideals of knighthood and honor. Through Mrs. Whitaker’s encounter with Sir Galaad the
Pure, Gaiman explores themes of bravery, kindness, and the magic that exists in everyday moments.

2. Stardust
In "Stardust," Gaiman blends fantasy and romance in a story about a young man named Tristran
Thorn who ventures into a magical realm to retrieve a fallen star. The novel is rich with chivalric
motifs, including quests, knights, and noble deeds. It explores themes of courage, love, and the



journey toward self-discovery.

3. American Gods
While primarily a modern fantasy exploring mythology, "American Gods" contains elements of
chivalry through its characters’ quests and moral codes. The protagonist, Shadow Moon, embarks on
a journey filled with challenges that test his honor and loyalty. Gaiman uses mythic archetypes
reminiscent of knights and heroes to delve into themes of belief and identity.

4. Neverwhere
"Neverwhere" takes readers into a hidden London beneath the city, where the protagonist, Richard
Mayhew, must navigate a dangerous and magical world. The story echoes classic chivalric quests with
Richard facing trials, aiding allies, and confronting villains. It’s a tale of bravery, transformation, and
the fight for justice in a shadowy realm.

5. Coraline
Though targeted at younger readers, "Coraline" embodies chivalric values through its heroine's
courage and determination to save her family from a sinister otherworld. Coraline’s bravery,
resourcefulness, and moral clarity align with the virtues of a knight on a quest. The story highlights
the importance of facing fears and standing up for what is right.

6. The Graveyard Book
This novel follows Bod, a boy raised by ghosts in a graveyard, who embarks on a journey of growth
and self-discovery. Throughout the story, Bod exhibits qualities associated with chivalry, such as
honor, protection of the innocent, and courage in the face of danger. Gaiman crafts a coming-of-age
tale imbued with elements of gothic fantasy and knightly valor.

7. Fragile Things
"Fragile Things" is a collection of short stories and poems, some of which touch on themes related to
chivalry, honor, and heroism. The stories often explore the delicate balance between light and
darkness, courage and fear. Gaiman’s lyrical prose invites readers to reflect on the nature of bravery
and the human spirit.

8. Sandman: The Dream Hunters
Co-written with artist Yoshitaka Amano, this graphic novel retells an ancient Japanese folk tale with a
blend of fantasy and myth. The story includes elements of chivalry through its characters' sacrifices,
honor-bound actions, and the pursuit of noble goals. It’s a poetic exploration of dreams, love, and
redemption.

9. Good Omens
Co-authored with Terry Pratchett, "Good Omens" features an angel and a demon who form an unlikely
alliance to prevent the apocalypse. While satirical and humorous, the book touches on chivalric
themes such as loyalty, moral choices, and fighting for a greater good. The narrative celebrates the
complexity of good and evil and the value of friendship and courage.
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  chivalry by neil gaiman: Neil Gaiman's Chivalry Neil Gaiman, 2022-04-05 Winner 2023 Will
Eisner Award - Best Adaptation from Another Medium. Another delightfully humorous and sweet
fantasy graphic novel adaptation of a Neil Gaiman short story, brought to you by the Eisner
award-winning creative team behind Troll Bridge and Snow, Glass, Apples: Neil Gaiman and Colleen
Doran! An elderly British widow buys what turns out to be the Holy Grail from a second-hand shop,
setting her off on an epic visit from an ancient knight who lures her with ancient relics in hope for
winning the cup. From the Hugo, Bram Stoker, Locus, World Fantasy, Nebula award–winning, and
New York Times bestselling writer Neil Gaiman (American Gods) comes this graphic novel
adaptation by Colleen Doran (Troll Bridge, Snow, Glass, Apples).
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Chivalry Neil Gaiman, 2022-03-02 From the award-winning creators
Neil Gaiman and Colleen Doran comes a stunning new graphic novel. An elderly widow buys what
turns out to be the Holy Grail from a second-hand shop, setting her off on an epic adventure with a
knight who brings her gifts of ancient relics in hope of winning the cup. From the Eisner and Bram
Stoker-award winning team of Snow, Glass, Apples comes a delightfully humorous and charming
new graphic novel adaptation. --- 'Like Ray Bradbury before him, [Neil Gaiman] writes lovely little
horror stories, fairy tales and fantasies which are as familiar as they are fabulous, stories that are
never quite what the reader expects...' A.V. CLUB 'A combination of a superb script, with Gaiman at
his evocative, inventive best, and masterful artwork from Doran' STARBURST on Snow, Glass,
Apples
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Feminism in the Worlds of Neil Gaiman Tara Prescott, Aaron Drucker,
2012-10-10 This collection of new essays looks carefully at the broad spectrum of Neil Gaiman's
work and how he interacts with feminism. Sixteen diverse essays from Gaiman scholars examine
highlights from Gaiman's graphic novels, short stories, novels, poems and screenplays, and confront
the difficult issues he raises, including femininity, the male gaze, issues of age discrimination, rape,
and feminine agency. Altogether the essays probe the difficult and complex representation of women
and issues of femininity in the worlds of Neil Gaiman.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: The Medieval Worlds of Neil Gaiman Shiloh Carroll, 2023-09-27
Neil Gaiman is one of the most widely known writers of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries,
having produced fiction and nonfiction, fantasy and horror, television, comics, and prose. He often
attributes this eclecticism to his “compost heap” approach to writing, gathering inspiration from life,
religion, literature, and mythology. Readers love to sink into Gaiman’s medieval worlds—but what
makes them “medieval”? Shiloh Carroll offers an introduction to the idea of medievalism, how the
literature and culture of the Middle Ages have been reinterpreted and repurposed over the
centuries, and how the layers of interpretation have impacted Gaiman’s own use of medieval
material. She examines influences from Norse mythology and Beowulf to medieval romances and
fairy tales in order to expand readers’ understanding and appreciation of Gaiman’s work, as well as
the rest of the medievalist films, TV shows, and books that are so popular today.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: The Lives of Texts Andrzej Kowalczyk, Katarzyna Pisarska,
2014-07-24 The Lives of Texts: Exploring the Metaphor examines various instances of “textual
subsistence” implied by the title. Drawing on the parallel between a text and a living organism, the
contributors analyze various literary texts ranging from the Middle Ages to postmodernity, as well as
film adaptations and the graphic novel. Apart from the works of canonical writers, attention is also
drawn to some long-forgotten authors, along with the most recent instances of popular literature
and culture. The exploration of the title metaphor allows the contributors to trace life-like
phenomena (e.g. textual birth, maturation, dissemination, death and resurrection) in the texts of
writers so remote from each other as Layamon, Thomas More, Mary Shelley, Charles Williams,
Ursula Le Guin, A. S. Byatt, Peter Ackroyd, Iain Banks, J. K. Rowling, or Neil Gaiman.
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  chivalry by neil gaiman: The Neil Gaiman Reader Neil Gaiman, 2020-10-20 An outstanding
array—52 pieces in all—of selected fiction from the multiple-award-winning, #1 New York Times
bestselling author Neil Gaiman, introduced with a foreword by Booker Prize-winning author Marlon
James Spanning Gaiman’s career to date, The Neil Gaiman Reader: Selected Fiction is a captivating
collection from one of the world’s most beloved writers. A brilliant representation of Gaiman's
groundbreaking, entrancing, endlessly imaginative fiction, this captivating volume includes excerpts
from each of his five novels for adults —Neverwhere, Stardust, American Gods, Anansi Boys, and
The Ocean at the End of the Lane—and nearly fifty of his short stories. Impressive in its depth and
range, The Neil Gaiman Reader: Selected Fiction is both an entryway to Gaiman’s oeuvre and a
literary trove Gaiman readers old and new will return to many times over.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: New Magics Patrick Neilsen Hayden, 2025-03-14 Whether it's a tale
of a wizard developing his powers or a breakneck chase through New York City in search of the
Grail, the best fantasy is all about coming face to face with reality---with boundaries---and saying,
What if? It's about stepping across the threshold of what is and what must be into a world of maybes
and why-nots. Most of all, it's a great deal of fun. It's for today's generation of young readers that
Patrick Nielsen Hayden---winner of the World Fantasy Award for Best Anthology---has selected these
stories from the thousands published by contemporary fantasy writers over the past two decades.
For those readers who keep asking questions but are never completely satisfied with the
answers---only the journey. Here is National Book Award winner Ursula K. Le Guin with a tale of
wizardry from the world of her Earthsea books. Here is Orson Scott Card, author of Ender's Game,
with the original story of Prentice Alvin in alternate, magical nineteenth-century America. Here is
Newbery Medal winner Robin McKinley with a tale of an exiled princess's quest to regain her
people. Here is Sandman author Neil Gaiman with a story of chivalry, with a distinctly modern twist.
Here are werewolves and princesses, battles and enchantments, and great stories from Jane Yolen,
Harry Turtledove, Charles de Lint, Emma Bull, and more. Whimsical or harrowing, irreverent or
sublime, each of these stories is an adventure in imagination. Journey from the here and now to New
Magics. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: The Death and Resurrection of a Coherent Literature
Curriculum Sandra Stotsky, 2012-06-14 This book is addressed to teachers who know that the
secondary literature curriculum in our public schools is in shambles. Unless experienced and
well-read English teachers can develop coherent and increasingly demanding literature curricula in
their schools, average high school students will remain at about the fifth or sixth grade reading
level—where they now are to judge from several independent sources. This book seeks to challenge
education policy makers, test developers, and educators who discourage the assignment of
appropriately difficult works to high school students and make construction of a coherent literature
curriculum impossible. It first traces the history of the literature curriculum in our middle schools
and high schools and shows how it has been diminished and distorted in the past half-century. It
then offers examples of coherent literature curricula and spells out the cognitive principles upon
which coherence is based. Finally, it suggests what English teachers in our public schools could do
to develop a literature curriculum that gives all their students an adequate basis for participation in
an English-speaking civic culture.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: The Folkloresque Michael Dylan Foster, Jeffrey A. Tolbert, 2015-11-01
This volume introduces a new concept to explore the dynamic relationship between folklore and
popular culture: the “folkloresque.” With “folkloresque,” Foster and Tolbert name the product
created when popular culture appropriates or reinvents folkloric themes, characters, and images.
Such manufactured tropes are traditionally considered outside the purview of academic folklore
study, but the folkloresque offers a frame for understanding them that is grounded in the discourse
and theory of the discipline. Fantasy fiction, comic books, anime, video games, literature,
professional storytelling and comedy, and even popular science writing all commonly incorporate
elements from tradition or draw on basic folklore genres to inform their structure. Through three



primary modes—integration, portrayal, and parody—the collection offers a set of heuristic tools for
analysis of how folklore is increasingly used in these commercial and mass-market contexts. The
Folkloresque challenges disciplinary and genre boundaries; suggests productive new approaches for
interpreting folklore, popular culture, literature, film, and contemporary media; and encourages a
rethinking of traditional works and older interpretive paradigms. Contributors: Trevor J. Blank, Chad
Buterbaugh, Bill Ellis, Timothy H. Evans, Michael Dylan Foster, Carlea Holl-Jensen, Greg Kelley,
Paul Manning, Daniel Peretti, Gregory Schrempp, Jeffrey A. Tolbert
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Mythic Journeys Paula Guran, 2019-05-14 Award-winning editor
Paula Guran presents a diverse reprint anthology collecting classic myths and legends, retold by
today’s top fantasy writers. The Native American trickster Coyote . . . the snake-haired Greek
Gorgon Medusa, whose gaze turned men to stone . . . Kaggen, creator of the San peoples of Africa . .
. the Holy Grail of Arthurian legend . . . Freyja, the Norse goddess of love and beauty . . . Ys, the
mythical sunken city once built on the coast of France . . . Ragnarok, the myth of a world destroyed
and reborn . . . Jason and the Argonauts, sailing in search of the Golden Fleece . . . Myths and
legends are the oldest of stories, part of our collective consciousness, and the source from which all
fiction flows. Full of magic, supernatural powers, monsters, heroes, epic journeys, strange worlds,
and vast imagination, they are fantasies so compelling we want to believe them true. This new
anthology compiles some of the best modern short mythic retellings and reinvention of legend from
award-winning and bestselling authors, acclaimed storytellers, and exciting new talent, offering
readers new ways to interpret and understand the world. Adventure with us on these Mythic
Journeys . . . TABLE OF CONTENTS Introduction: A Map or Maybe Not “Lost Lake” – Emma Straub
and Peter Straub “White Lines on a Green Field” – Catherynne M. Valente “Trickster” – Steven
Barnes and Tananarive Due “Our Talons Can Crush Galaxies” – Brooke Bolander “A Memory of
Wind” – Rachel Swirsky “Leda” – M. Rickert “Chivalry” – Neil Gaiman “The God of Au” – Ann Leckie
“Faint Voices, Increasingly Desperate” – Anya Johanna DeNiro “Ogres of East Africa” – Sofia
Samatar “Ys” – Aliette de Bodard “The Gorgon” – Tanith Lee “Merlin Dreams in the Mondream
Wood” – Charles de Lint “Calypso in Berlin” – Elizabeth Hand “Seeds” – Lisa L. Hannett and Angela
Slatter “Wonder-Worker-of-the-World” – Nisi Shawl “Thesea and Astaurius” – Priya Sharma “Foxfire,
Foxfire” – Yoon Ha Lee “Owl vs. the Neighborhood Watch” – Darcie Little Badger “How to Survive
an Epic Journey” – Tansy Rayner Roberts “Simargl and the Rowan Tree” – Ekaterina Sedia “The Ten
Suns” – Ken Liu “Armless Maidens of the American West” – Genevieve Valentine “Give Her Honey
When You Hear Her Scream” – Maria Dahvana Headley “Zhyuin” – John Shirley “Immortal Snake” –
Rachel Pollack “A Wolf in Iceland Is the Child of a Lie” – Sonya Taaffe About the Authors About the
Editor Acknowledgements
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Ghostflowers Rus Wornom, 2022-07-08 The weekend of July Fourth,
1971 The jukebox is playing ”Everything is Beautiful”… Old Glory flaps against the blue, Southern
sky… The aromas of burgers and hot dogs hang in the still air… Children laugh as they play with
sparklers in the park… And the night fills with screams when a girl’s body is found, her throat torn
out by savage teeth… Summer Moore is a waitress at the Dixie Dinette. Twenty, blonde and
beautiful, Summer desperately needs to break free from her mother’s constant nagging and the dull
monotony of life in the small mountain town of Stonebridge, Virginia. She wants out. His buddies in
‘Nam called him the Midnight Rider. Trager’s the name on his Army jacket, but a dark shadow of the
unknown hangs over this Vietnam vet as he rides into town on a night-black Electra Glide, called on
a quest that’s tainted by blood. Sheriff Buddy Hicks doesn’t like hippies in his town…especially not
long-haired hippie bikers. As soon as the sheriff saw him, he knew the biker was trouble. Now
something feels different in Stonebridge—something he doesn’t understand—and he’s not going to
put up with radicals in his town…not some biker, and not some smart mouth like Summer Moore.
There are secrets in the woods. Summer and the biker, locked in a waltz, an embrace of shadows,
that has lasted for centuries… It’s a death-dance in the moonlight. It’s a love story. With blood.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Norse Mythology Volume 3 (Graphic Novel) Neil Gaiman, P. Craig
Russell, 2023-02-28 #1 New York Times bestselling author Neil Gaiman and Eisner Award–winning



comics legend P. Craig Russell breathe new life into the ancient Norse stories in this comic-book
adaptation of the hit novel Norse Mythology. In this third volume, Gaiman and Russell once more
team with a legendary collection of artists to bring more Norse myths to life, including a wild quest
where Thor and Tyr face a multiheaded giantess, fire-breathing sea serpents, and more bizarre
mythological creatures; the journey of Odin to the end of the world, and finally we reach the end of
the world Ragnarok: the final destiny of the gods. Collects Norse Mythology III #1–#6, featuring art
by P. Craig Russell, David Rubín, Colleen Doran, and Galen Showman.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Reading the Short Story Anna Wing-bo Tso, Scarlett Lee, 2019-10-31
Beginning with a brief history and evolution of the short story genre, alongside an overview of the
key short story writers, and an explanatory chapter of literary criticism, this book aims to give
readers insight into the works by canonical British, Irish, and American authors, including Edgar
Allan Poe, James Joyce, Flannery O'Connor, and more. Applying close reading skills and critical
literary approaches to twelve selected short stories in English, this work conducts comparative
analyses to reveal the interrelationships between the texts, the authors, the readers, and the
sociocultural contexts. Developed and tested in literature classes at university over several
semesters, this book addresses key issues, topics and trends in the short story genre.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: The Publishers Weekly , 2004
  chivalry by neil gaiman: The New Arthurian Encyclopedia Norris J. Lacy, Geoffrey Ashe,
Sandra Ness Ihle, Marianne E. Kalinke, Raymond H. Thompson, 2013-09-05 First published in 1996.
Now updated with a new information-packed 40-page Supplement covering the years 1990-1995,
this unique Encyclopedia highlights the World of King Arthur from its origins in Dark Age Britain to
the present day, when Arthurian novels, films, and music continue to appear around the world at an
astonishing rate. The Supplement, which provides five full years of coverage not available anywhere
else, enhances the usefulness of more than 1,300 entries on all aspects of the Arthurian legend-in
literature, history, folklore, archaeology, art, and music. Written by an international team of over
130 authorities, no other work approaches this A-Z guide to the legends of King Arthur and his
knights of the Round Table for breadth and depth of coverage. This is the ultimate source for
reliable information on topics as diverse as the Grail, Tristan and Isolde, Lancelot and Guenevere,
Arthurian operas, the historicity of Arthur, and more.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Smoke and Mirrors Neil Gaiman, 2009-03-17 The astonishing and
impressive first collection of short stories from New York Times bestselling author Neil Gaiman An
elderly widow finds the Holy Grail beneath an old fur coat in a second-hand store . . . A stray cat
fights and refights a nightly battle to protect his adoptive family from an unimagiable evil . . . A
young couple receives a wedding gift that will reveal a chilling alternate history of their marriage . .
. Beneath a bridge by the railroad tracks, a frightened little boy bargains for his life with a most
persistent troll . . . Such miraculous inventions and more await within Neil Gaiman’s first collection
of short fiction, a gift of wonder and delight from one of the most unique literary artists of our day.
In his capable hands, magic is no mere illusion, but a powerful means to reveal the nature of our
humanity obscured in the smoke of our fears and anxieties . . . and reflected in the funhouse mirrors
of our dreams.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Prince of Stories Hank Wagner, Christopher Golden, Stephen R.
Bissette, 2008-10-28 Over the past twenty years, Neil Gaiman has developed into the premier
fantasist of his generation, achieving that rarest of combinations—unrivaled critical respect and
extraordinary commercial success. From the landmark comic book series The Sandman to novels
such as the New York Times bestselling American Gods and Anansi Boys, from children's literature
like Coraline to screenplays for such films as Beowulf, Gaiman work has garnered him an
enthusiastic and fiercely loyal, global following. To comic book fans, he is Zeus in the pantheon of
creative gods, having changed that industry forever. For discerning readers, he bridges the vast gap
that traditionally divides lovers of literary and genre fiction. Gaiman is truly a pop culture
phenomenon, an artist with a magic touch whose work has won almost universal acclaim. Now, for
the first time ever, Prince of Stories chronicles the history and impact of the complete works of Neil



Gaiman in film, fiction, music, comic books, and beyond. Containing hours of exclusive interviews
with Gaiman and conversations with his collaborators, as well as wonderful nuggets of his work such
as the beginning of an unpublished novel, a rare comic and never-before-seen essay, this is a
treasure trove of all things Gaiman. In addition to providing in depth information and commentary
on Gaiman's myriad works, the book also includes rare photographs, book covers, artwork, and
related trivia and minutiae, making it both an insightful introduction to his work, and a true
must-have for his ever growing legion of fans.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: All the Ghosts in My House Think I'm Strange ,
  chivalry by neil gaiman: Dispatches from the Classroom Chris Drew, Joseph Rein, David Yost,
2011-12-08 With emphasis on practical classroom application, this up-to-date and refreshingly
honest collection of essays is a wonderful resource for teaching creative writing. The original and
utterly contemporary essays that accurately portray the reality of the teaching experience.
  chivalry by neil gaiman: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Tenth Annual Collection Gardner
Dozois, 1993-06-15 With stories about consciousness and conscience, about heroes and horrors, this
volume offers up two dozen dazzling stories from some of science fiction's greatest writers,
including: Neal Barret, Jr., Terry Bisson, Pat Cadigan, Arthur C. Clarke, L. Sprague de Camp,
Bradley Denton, Greg Egan, Joe Haldeman, Lukas Jaeger, Kathe Koja, Nancy Kress, Jonathan
Lethem, Ian R. McLeod, Tom Maddox, Maureen F. McHugh, Ian McDonald, Frederik Pohl, Robert
Reed, Robert Silverberg, Michael Swanwick, Steven Utley, Ian Watson, Kate Wilhelm, Connie Willis.
Rounded out by a list of Honourable Mentions and Gardner Dozois's annual summation of the year in
science fiction, this anthology is the single best guide available to the best possible tomorrows and
alternate yesterdays of the past year.
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