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civil rights movement represents one of the most pivotal eras in American history, marked by a profound
struggle for racial equality and justice. This movement emerged primarily during the mid-20th century, aiming to
dismantle systemic segregation and discrimination against African Americans. The civil rights movement mobilized
diverse groups across the nation, utilizing peaceful protests, legal challenges, and grassroots activism to
challenge unjust laws and social norms. Key figures and landmark events defined the trajectory of this
struggle, influencing subsequent generations and shaping modern civil rights legislation. Understanding this
movement requires exploring its origins, major milestones, influential leaders, and lasting impact on American
society. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the civil rights movement, its strategies,
achievements, and ongoing significance.
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Origins and Historical Context of the Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement was rooted in a long history of racial injustice and inequality in the United States.
Following the abolition of slavery after the Civil War, African Americans faced widespread discrimination
through Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation in the South. The early 20th century saw limited
progress, but persistent disenfranchisement and violence underscored the need for a coordinated push toward
equality. The Great Migration, during which millions of African Americans relocated to northern cities, further
exposed the contradictions of American democracy. The aftermath of World War II, where African American
soldiers fought for freedom abroad but faced discrimination at home, catalyzed renewed activism. These social
and political conditions set the stage for the organized civil rights movement that emerged in the 1950s and
1960s.

Segregation and Jim Crow Laws

Jim Crow laws institutionalized racial segregation in public facilities, schools, transportation, and voting
rights, particularly in southern states. These laws created a legal framework that deprived African
Americans of basic civil liberties and reinforced white supremacy. Segregation was enforced through both legal
means and violent intimidation, including lynchings and race riots. The civil rights movement sought to overturn
these oppressive laws through legal challenges and public demonstrations.

Early Activism and Organizations

Before the movement gained national prominence, several organizations laid important groundwork. The NAACP
(National Association for the Advancement of Colored People), founded in 1909, focused on legal strategies
to combat segregation. Other groups like the Urban League and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference



(SCLC) would later play critical roles. Early activism included efforts to register voters, challenge
discriminatory laws, and raise public awareness of racial injustices.

Key Figures and Leadership in the Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement was propelled by remarkable leaders whose vision and courage inspired millions. These
individuals utilized a variety of approaches to confront injustice, from legal challenges to nonviolent
protest. Their leadership was instrumental in shaping the movement’s philosophy and tactics as well as in
galvanizing national support.

Martin Luther King Jr.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. remains the most iconic leader of the civil rights movement, advocating for nonviolent
resistance and civil disobedience. His leadership during events such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the
March on Washington helped bring national attention to racial inequality. King’s eloquence and moral
authority were central to the movement’s success, culminating in his “I Have a Dream” speech and his receipt of
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964.

Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott

Rosa Parks’s refusal to give up her bus seat in Montgomery, Alabama, sparked one of the first large-scale
protests against segregation. Her act of defiance led to the Montgomery Bus Boycott, a 381-day mass
protest that ended with a Supreme Court ruling declaring bus segregation unconstitutional. Parks’s courage
symbolized the power of individual action and grassroots organizing.

Other Influential Leaders

Malcolm X – An advocate for Black empowerment and self-defense, providing a contrasting approach to
nonviolence.

John Lewis – A leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and a key figure in
organizing sit-ins and Freedom Rides.

Thurgood Marshall – NAACP legal strategist who became the first African American Supreme Court
Justice.

Ella Baker – A behind-the-scenes organizer who emphasized community-based leadership and participatory
democracy.

Major Events and Campaigns of the Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement featured numerous events and campaigns that captured national attention and
pressured political leaders to enact change. These actions combined direct protest, legal challenges, and voter
registration efforts to challenge systemic racism.



The Montgomery Bus Boycott

Starting in 1955, the Montgomery Bus Boycott was a pivotal event that demonstrated the effectiveness of
nonviolent mass protest. African Americans in Montgomery refused to use the city’s buses for over a year,
severely impacting the transit system’s finances. The boycott's success led to a Supreme Court ruling that bus
segregation was illegal, marking a major victory for the movement.

The Sit-In Movement

Beginning in 1960, sit-ins at segregated lunch counters became a widespread form of protest. Students and
activists would sit peacefully in “whites-only” areas, demanding service and facing harassment without
retaliation. This tactic spread rapidly across the South, leading to the desegregation of many public
establishments.

The Freedom Rides

In 1961, mixed-race groups known as Freedom Riders rode interstate buses into segregated southern states to
challenge non-enforcement of Supreme Court rulings banning segregation in interstate travel. Despite violent
attacks and arrests, the Freedom Rides drew national attention and led to federal enforcement of
desegregation laws.

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom

Held in 1963, this massive demonstration brought over 200,000 people to the nation’s capital. It aimed to
advocate for civil and economic rights for African Americans. The march is famously remembered for Martin
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech, which articulated the movement’s aspirations and helped shape public
opinion.

The Selma to Montgomery Marches

In 1965, activists organized a series of marches to demand voting rights in Alabama, facing violent opposition
from law enforcement. The events, especially “Bloody Sunday,” galvanized national support and led to the
passage of the Voting Rights Act later that year.

Legal and Legislative Achievements

The civil rights movement’s efforts resulted in transformative legal and legislative changes that dismantled
institutionalized racial discrimination and expanded civil liberties.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964

One of the most significant legislative victories, the Civil Rights Act outlawed discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, or national origin. It ended segregation in public places and banned employment



discrimination, providing a legal framework to challenge injustices nationwide.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965

This landmark law prohibited discriminatory voting practices such as literacy tests and poll taxes that had
disenfranchised African American voters, especially in the South. The act empowered federal authorities to
oversee elections and protect voting rights, significantly increasing African American political participation.

Supreme Court Decisions

Brown v. Board of Education (1954): Declared segregation in public schools unconstitutional,
overturning the “separate but equal” doctrine.

Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States (1964): Upheld the Civil Rights Act’s prohibition on
discrimination in public accommodations.

Impact and Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement fundamentally altered American society, inspiring further social justice movements
and reshaping political and cultural landscapes. It challenged entrenched racism and expanded the rights and
opportunities of African Americans and other marginalized groups.

Advancements in Racial Equality

The movement achieved significant progress in dismantling legal segregation and discrimination. African
Americans gained greater access to education, employment, and political representation. These advances laid
the foundation for ongoing efforts toward racial justice in various spheres of life.

Influence on Other Social Movements

The civil rights movement’s success and methods influenced subsequent movements advocating for women’s
rights, LGBTQ+ rights, disability rights, and immigrant rights. The emphasis on nonviolent protest, grassroots
organizing, and legal challenges became central strategies in broader struggles for equality.

Continuing Challenges

Despite these gains, systemic racism and inequality persist in many areas. Issues such as police brutality,
economic disparity, and voting restrictions remain central concerns. The civil rights movement’s legacy
continues to inspire activism aimed at addressing these ongoing challenges.



Key Elements of the Movement’s Enduring Legacy

Establishment of legal protections against discrimination.

Empowerment of minority communities through political participation.

Promotion of nonviolent protest as a powerful tool for social change.

Creation of a collective national consciousness about racial justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main goal of the Civil Rights Movement?

The main goal of the Civil Rights Movement was to end racial segregation and discrimination against African
Americans and to secure legal recognition and federal protection of their citizenship rights as guaranteed by
the Constitution.

Who were some key leaders of the Civil Rights Movement?

Key leaders of the Civil Rights Movement included Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Malcolm X, John Lewis,
and Thurgood Marshall, among others.

What was the significance of the 1964 Civil Rights Act?

The 1964 Civil Rights Act was significant because it outlawed discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin, ended segregation in public places, and banned employment discrimination, marking a major
legal victory for the movement.

How did the Montgomery Bus Boycott contribute to the Civil Rights
Movement?

The Montgomery Bus Boycott was a pivotal event that demonstrated the power of nonviolent protest and
mass mobilization; it successfully ended racial segregation on public buses in Montgomery and propelled Martin
Luther King Jr. to national prominence.

What role did nonviolent protest play in the Civil Rights Movement?

Nonviolent protest was a fundamental strategy in the Civil Rights Movement, inspired by leaders like Martin
Luther King Jr., which helped to highlight the injustice of segregation and discrimination, gain public sympathy,
and pressure lawmakers to enact civil rights legislation.

Additional Resources
1. “The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.”
This book compiles the writings and speeches of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., providing an intimate look at his
philosophy and leadership during the civil rights movement. It covers his early life, the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, and the March on Washington, showcasing his commitment to nonviolent protest. The autobiography
offers profound insights into the struggle for racial equality in America.



2. “Parting the Waters: America in the King Years 1954-63”
Written by Taylor Branch, this detailed historical account explores the early years of the civil rights
movement focusing on Martin Luther King Jr. and the major events that shaped the era. It covers landmark
moments like the Brown v. Board of Education decision and the Birmingham Campaign. The book is praised for its
comprehensive research and vivid storytelling.

3. “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration”
Isabel Wilkerson’s masterpiece chronicles the migration of African Americans from the South to the North and
West between 1915 and 1970. The book highlights personal stories that reveal the social and racial
challenges that fueled the civil rights movement. It provides essential context for understanding the
demographic shifts that influenced activism.

4. “Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965”
This companion book to the acclaimed PBS series offers a comprehensive overview of the civil rights movement
through essays, photographs, and firsthand accounts. It covers key events such as the Freedom Rides and the
Selma to Montgomery marches. The book serves as both an educational resource and a powerful tribute to
those who fought for justice.

5. “Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice”
Raymond Arsenault details the courageous efforts of the Freedom Riders who challenged segregation on
interstate buses. The book captures the violence they faced and the federal government’s response, illustrating
the tension and determination of the era. It is an inspiring narrative of activism and change.

6. “At the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape, and Resistance—a New History of the Civil Rights
Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black Power”
This book by Danielle L. McGuire explores the overlooked role of black women in the civil rights movement,
focusing on issues of sexual violence and resistance. It uncovers how their struggles helped ignite the movement
and shaped its direction. The work broadens the understanding of civil rights history by highlighting gender and
racial justice.

7. “Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement”
By John Lewis, this memoir offers a personal perspective on the civil rights movement from one of its key leaders
and later a U.S. Congressman. Lewis recounts his participation in major campaigns, including the Selma march,
and shares reflections on nonviolent activism. The book is both a historical document and an inspiring call to
action.

8. “Why We Can’t Wait”
Written by Martin Luther King Jr. in 1964, this book explains the urgency behind the civil rights movement,
particularly the events of 1963. King addresses the moral and political necessity for immediate action against
segregation and discrimination. The work is a passionate defense of civil disobedience and social justice.

9. “The Strange Career of Jim Crow”
C. Vann Woodward’s classic study examines the origins and development of segregation laws in the American
South. The book provides critical historical context for understanding the systemic racism that the civil
rights movement sought to dismantle. It remains a foundational text in the study of race relations in the
United States.
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  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Nigel Ritchie, 2003 LIVES IN CRISIS Lives
in Crisis titles tell the stories of momentous historic events and movements, transforming dry facts,
historical statistics, and dates into intensely readable narratives. At the back of each book you'll find
a summary of important dates, a glossary of terms related to the historic event, and a recommended
reading list. Books in this series: The African-American Slave Trade * The Civil Rights Movement *
The Great Depression The Civil Rights Movement Segregation and racial discrimination were facts
of life for most blacks in America until the birth of civil rights movements in the 1950s and 1960s. At
that time, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other brave men and women came forward as leaders of
the Civil Rights Movement. Here is a vivid account of freedom marches, boycotts, and other
nonviolent protest tactics that impelled local, state, and federal governments to change their laws.
  civil rights movement: Essays on the American Civil Rights Movement John Dittmer,
George C. Wright, W. Marvin Dulaney, 1993 As its name suggests, the civil rights movement is an
ongoing process, and the scholars contributing to this volume offer new geographical and temporal
perspectives on this crucial American experience. As Clayborne Carson notes in the introduction, the
movement involved much more than civil rights reform--it transformed African-American political
and social consciousness. In this timely volume John Dittmer provides a new assessment of the
effects of grass-roots activists of the movement in Mississippi from 1965 to 1968, to show what
happened after the famous Freedom Summer of 1964. George C. Wright shows how African
Americans in Kentucky from 1900 to 1970 faced the same racial restrictions and violence as blacks
in Mississippi, Georgia, and Alabama. W. Marvin Dulaney traces the rise and fall of the movement in
Dallas from the 1930s through the 1970s while the nation's attention was focused elsewhere.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Rose Venable, 2001-08 Offers a brief
history of the African American struggle for freedom, equality, and civil rights.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Bruce J Dierenfield, 2013-09-13 The civil
rights movement was arguably the most important reform in American history. This book recounts
the extraordinary and often bloody story of how tens of thousands of ordinary African-Americans
overcame long odds to dethrone segregation, to exercise the right to vote and to improve their
economic standing. Organized in a clear chronological fashion, the book shows how concerted
pressure in a variety of forms ultimately carried the day in realizing a more just society for African-
Americans. It will provide students of American history with an invaluable, comprehensive
introduction to the Civil Rights Movement.
  civil rights movement: What Is the Civil Rights Movement? Sherri L. Smith, Who HQ,
2020-12-29 Relive the moments when African Americans fought for equal rights, and made history.
Even though slavery had ended in the 1860s, African Americans were still suffering under the
weight of segregation a hundred years later. They couldn't go to the same schools, eat at the same
restaurants, or even use the same bathrooms as white people. But by the 1950s, black people
refused to remain second-class citizens and were willing to risk their lives to make a change. Author
Sherri L. Smith brings to life momentous events through the words and stories of people who were
on the frontlines of the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. This book also features the fun
black-and-white illustrations and engaging 16-page photo insert that readers have come love about
the What Was? series!
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement in America Charles W. Eagles,
2010-01-06 With essays and commentaries by David Levering Lewis, Clayborne Carson, Steven F.
Lawson, Nancy J. Weiss, David J. Garrow, John Dittmer, Neil R. McMillen, Charles V. Hamilton, Mark
V. Tushnet, William H. Chafe, and J. Mills Thornton III The Civil Rights Movement warrants
continuing and extensive examination. The six papers in this collection, each supplemented by a
follow-up assessment, contribute to a clearer perception of what caused and motivated the
movement, of how it functioned, of the changes that occurred within it, and of its accomplishments
and shortcomings. Its profound effect upon modern America has so greatly changed relations
between the races that C. Vann Woodward has called it the “second revolution.” In a limited space,
the eleven scholars range with a definitive view over a large subject. Their papers analyze and



emphasize the Civil Rights Movement's important aspects: its origins and causes, its strategies and
tactics for accomplishing black freedom, the creative tensions in its leadership, the politics of the
movement in the key state of Mississippi, and the role of federal law and federal courts. In this
collection a scholarly balance is achieved for each paper by a follow-up commentary from a
significant authority. By deepening the understanding of the Civil Rights Movement, these essays
underscore what has been gained through struggle, as well as acknowledging the goals that are yet
to be attained.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement John A. Kirk, 2020-04-03 A new civil rights
reader that integrates the primary source approach with the latest historiographical trends
Designed for use in a wide range of curricula, The Civil Rights Movement: A Documentary Reader
presents an in-depth exploration of the multiple facets and layers of the movement, providing a wide
range of primary sources, commentary, and perspectives. Focusing on documents, this volume offers
students concise yet comprehensive analysis of the civil rights movement by covering both
well-known and relatively unfamiliar texts. Through these, students will develop a sophisticated,
nuanced understanding of the origins of the movement, its pivotal years during the 1950s and
1960s, and its legacy that extends to the present day. Part of the Uncovering the Past series on
American history, this documentary reader enables students to critically engage with primary
sources that highlight the important themes, issues, and figures of the movement. The text offers a
unique dual approach to the subject, addressing the opinions and actions of the federal government
and national civil rights organizations, as well as the views and struggles of civil rights activists at
the local level. An engaging and thought-provoking introduction to the subject, this volume: Explores
the civil rights movement and the African American experience within their wider political,
economic, legal, social, and cultural contexts Renews and expands the primary source approach to
the civil rights movement Incorporates the latest historiographical trends including the long civil
rights movement and intersectional issues Offers authoritative commentary which places the
material in appropriate context Presents clear, accessible writing and a coherent chronological
framework Written by one of the leading experts in the field, The Civil Rights Movement: A
Documentary Reader is an ideal resource for courses on the subject, as well as classes on race and
ethnicity, the 1960s, African American history, the Black Power and economic justice movements,
and many other related areas of study.
  civil rights movement: Gender in the Civil Rights Movement Peter J. Ling, Sharon
Monteith, 2014-03-05 In a new anthology of essays, an international group of scholars examines the
powerful interaction between gender and race within the Civil Rights Movement and its legacy.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Eric Braun, 2018-08-01 Civil rights have
been in the news with the rise of Black Lives Matter, Colin Kaepernick taking a knee during the
national anthem at NFL games, and more. Yet civil rights activists have many other causes they are
fighting for, such as calling attention to police brutality and combating racism in everyday life. The
Civil Rights Movement started in the 1800s and remains a prominent movement within our modern
society. Find out how activists such as Martin Luther King Jr. and Fannie Lou Hamer set the stage
for activists in modern times and learn how activists are speaking out today to expand rights for
African Americans.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Elizabeth Sirimarco, 2005 Presents the
history of the civil rights movement in the United States, from Reconstruction to the late 1960s,
through excerpts from letters, newspaper articles, speeches, songs, and poems of the time.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Revisited Patrick B. Miller, Therese
Frey Steffen, Elisabeth Schäfer-Wünsche, 2001 The crusade for civil rights was a defining episode of
20th century U.S. history, reshaping the constitutional, political, social, and economic life of the
nation. This collection of original essays by both European and American scholars includes close
analyses of literature and film, historical studies of significant themes and events from the
turn-of-the century to the movement years, and assessments of the movement's legacies. Ultimately,
the articles help examine the ways civil rights activism, often grounded in the political work of



women, has shaped American consciousness and culture until the outset of the 21st century. Patrick
Miller is Professor of History at North Eastern Illinois University, Chicago, Ill., USA. Elisabeth
Schaefer-Wuensche teaches American Studies at the University of Duesseldorf, Germany. Therese
Steffen is Professor of English at the University of Basel, Switzerland.
  civil rights movement: Women in the Civil Rights Movement Vicki L. Crawford, Jacqueline
Anne Rouse, Barbara Woods, 1990 [Women in the Civil Rights Movement] helps break the gender
line that restricted women in civil rights history to background and backstage roles, and places them
in front, behind, and in the middle of the Southern movement that re-made America.... It is an
invaluable resource which helps set history straight. -- Julian Bond ... remains one of the best single
sources currently available on the unique contributions of Black women in the desegregation
movement. -- Manning Marable Rewrites the history of the civil rights movement, recognizing the
contributions of Black women.
  civil rights movement: Lay Bare the Heart James Farmer, 2013-05-31 Texas native James
Farmer is one of the “Big Four” of the turbulent 1960s civil rights movement, along with Martin
Luther King Jr., Roy Wilkins, and Whitney Young. Farmer might be called the forgotten man of the
movement, overshadowed by Martin Luther King Jr., who was deeply influenced by Farmer’s
interpretation of Gandhi’s concept of nonviolent protest. Born in Marshall, Texas, in 1920, the son of
a preacher, Farmer grew up with segregated movie theaters and “White Only” drinking fountains.
This background impelled him to found the Congress of Racial Equality in 1942. That same year he
mobilized the first sit-in in an all-white restaurant near the University of Chicago. Under Farmer’s
direction, CORE set the pattern for the civil rights movement by peaceful protests which eventually
led to the dramatic “Freedom Rides” of the 1960s. In Lay Bare the Heart Farmer tells the story of
the heroic civil rights struggle of the 1950s and 1960s. This moving and unsparing personal account
captures both the inspiring strengths and human weaknesses of a movement beset by rivalries,
conflicts and betrayals. Farmer recalls meetings with Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, Jack and
Bobby Kennedy, Adlai Stevenson (for whom he had great respect), and Lyndon Johnson (who,
according to Farmer, used Adam Clayton Powell Jr., to thwart a major phase of the movement).
James Farmer has courageously worked for dignity for all people in the United States. In this book,
he tells his story with forthright honesty. First published in 1985 by Arbor House, this edition
contains a new foreword by Don Carleton, director of the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History
at the University of Texas at Austin, and a new preface.
  civil rights movement: Did the Civil Rights Movement Achieve Civil Rights? Siyavush
Saidian, 2018-12-15 The civil rights movement, led by such icons as Martin Luther King Jr. and
Malcolm X, strived to achieve civil rights for African Americans and other minority groups in the
United States. Gaining national attention in the mid-1950s, the civil rights movement is
characterized by different protests, both nonviolent and violent, asserting that African Americans
are equal to white Americans. Such protests as the Montgomery bus boycott and the March on
Washington worked to change the way that the local, state, and federal governments perceived
African Americans. How successful were their efforts? This book explores the passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and addresses their effects during and after
the civil rights movement.
  civil rights movement: Civil Rights Movement Wendy Conklin, 2007-10-01 Through many
uprisings, protests, and demonstrations, segregation was finally abolished and civil rights were
established for people of varying colors, races, and gender. This inspiring title allows readers to
learn about the Civil Rights Movement and its fight for equality. Highlighted topics such as slavery,
the Dred Scott decision, NAACP, Martin Luther King, Jr.'s March on Washington, and sit-ins are
discussed and shown through supportive text, intriguing facts, and fascinating images. Readers are
encouraged to better understand the content and navigate their way through the book easily with a
helpful glossary, index, and table of contents.
  civil rights movement: Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1965 Davis W.
Houck, David E. Dixon, 2009-10-20 Historians have long agreed that women—black and white—were



instrumental in shaping the civil rights movement. Until recently, though, such claims have not been
supported by easily accessed texts of speeches and addresses. With this first-of-its-kind anthology,
Davis W. Houck and David E. Dixon present thirty-nine full-text addresses by women who spoke out
while the struggle was at its most intense. Beginning with the Brown decision in 1954 and extending
through the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the editors chronicle the unique and important rhetorical
contributions made by such well-known activists as Ella Baker, Fannie Lou Hamer, Daisy Bates,
Lillian Smith, Mamie Till-Mobley, Lorraine Hansberry, Dorothy Height, and Rosa Parks. They also
include speeches from lesser-known but influential leaders such as Della Sullins, Marie Foster,
Johnnie Carr, Jane Schutt, and Barbara Posey. Nearly every speech was discovered in local, regional,
or national archives, and many are published or transcribed from audiotape here for the first time.
Houck and Dixon introduce each speaker and occasion with a headnote highlighting key
biographical and background details. The editors also provide a general introduction that places
these public addresses in context. Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1965 gives voice to
stalwarts whose passionate orations were vital to every phase of a movement that changed America.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Paul A. Winters, 2000 Contains over twenty
essays by a variety of authors in which they analyze the historical progression, underlying causes,
and competing strategies of the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement Mark Newman, 2004-08-30 Mark Newman
outlines the range of white responses to the Civil Rights Movement and analyses both northern and
southern opinion. He examines the role of the federal government, the church and organized labor,
as well as the impact of the Cold War. The book discusses local, regional, and national civil rights
campaigns; the utility of nonviolent direct action; and the resurgence of Black Nationalism. And it
explains the development, achievements and disintegration of the national civil rights coalition, the
role of Martin Luther King Jr. and the contribution of many otherwise ordinary men and women to
the movement. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People receives particular
attention, with contrasts drawn between the national office and state conferences and local
branches. In detailing and assessing the African-American struggle between the 1930s and 1980s,
Newman widens the movement's traditional chronology, offering readers a broad-ranging history.
  civil rights movement: Class, Race, and the Civil Rights Movement Jack M. Bloom, 1987 A
unique sociohistorical analysis of the civil rights movement, analyzing the interaction between the
economy and political systems in the South, which led to racial stratification.
  civil rights movement: The Civil Rights Movement in American Memory Renee Christine
Romano, Leigh Raiford, 2006 The movement for civil rights in America peaked in the 1950s
and1960s; however, a closely related struggle, this time over themovement's legacy, has been
heatedly engaged over the past twodecades. How the civil rights movement is currently being
rememberedin American politics and culture - and why it matters - is the commontheme of the
thirteen essays in this unprecedented collection.Memories of the movement are being created and
maintained - in waysand for purposes we sometimes only vaguely perceive - throughmemorials, art
exhibits, community celebrations, and even streetnames.
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