
causes of deviance
causes of deviance refer to the various social, psychological, and
environmental factors that lead individuals or groups to engage in behaviors
that deviate from societal norms and expectations. Understanding these causes
is essential in fields such as sociology, criminology, and psychology to
address and mitigate deviant behavior effectively. Deviance can range from
minor infractions to serious criminal acts, and its roots are often complex
and multifaceted. This article explores the primary causes of deviance,
including structural influences, cultural factors, individual
characteristics, and social interactions. Additionally, it examines how
different theories explain the emergence of deviant behavior. By analyzing
these causes of deviance, society can better develop prevention strategies
and rehabilitative measures. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of these contributing factors.
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Structural Causes of Deviance
Structural causes of deviance focus on how societal organization and
inequalities contribute to deviant behavior. These causes are often rooted in
economic disparities, social stratification, and institutional dysfunctions
that affect individuals' opportunities and choices.

Economic Inequality and Poverty
Economic inequality is a significant structural factor influencing deviance.
Individuals experiencing poverty or lack of access to resources may resort to
deviant acts such as theft or drug-related offenses as a means of survival or
coping. The strain caused by unmet needs and goals often pushes marginalized
groups toward nonconformity.



Social Stratification and Class Disparities
Social class divisions create different expectations and pressures, which can
lead to deviance. Lower socioeconomic status groups may face limited
educational and occupational opportunities, resulting in frustration and
potential engagement in illicit activities. Conversely, deviance can also
manifest in higher classes through white-collar crimes.

Institutional Dysfunction
Institutions like family, education, and law enforcement play critical roles
in social control. When these institutions fail to function effectively,
individuals may lack guidance, support, or deterrence, increasing the
likelihood of deviant behavior. For example, inadequate schooling or biased
policing can contribute to social alienation and deviance.

Cultural and Social Influences
Cultural norms and social environments shape behavior by defining what is
acceptable or unacceptable. Deviance often arises when individuals or groups
challenge or reject dominant cultural values or when conflicting subcultural
norms exist.

Norm Conflicts and Cultural Deviance
When different cultural groups or subcultures have opposing norms, behaviors
considered deviant in one group may be normative in another. Cultural
deviance theory suggests that crime and deviance can be learned through
association with subcultures that hold values contrary to mainstream society.

Peer Pressure and Socialization
Socialization processes and peer influences play a crucial role in shaping an
individual's behavior. Peer pressure can encourage conformity to deviant
norms, especially among adolescents seeking acceptance. The social
environment thus acts as a facilitator or deterrent to deviant conduct.

Family Environment
The family is a primary agent of socialization. Dysfunctional family
settings, such as those characterized by neglect, abuse, or lack of
supervision, increase the risk of deviance. Conversely, supportive family
relationships often serve as protective factors against deviant behavior.



Psychological and Individual Factors
Individual characteristics and psychological conditions can also contribute
to the causes of deviance. These factors include personality traits, mental
health issues, and cognitive development that influence decision-making and
behavior regulation.

Personality Traits and Temperament
Certain personality traits, such as impulsivity, aggression, or low self-
control, are correlated with a higher propensity for deviance. These traits
affect how individuals respond to social pressures and opportunities for
deviant acts.

Mental Health and Emotional Disorders
Mental illnesses and emotional disturbances can impair judgment and increase
vulnerability to engaging in deviant behavior. Conditions such as conduct
disorder, antisocial personality disorder, and substance abuse disorders are
often linked to criminal activities and social nonconformity.

Cognitive Development and Moral Reasoning
Levels of cognitive and moral development impact an individual's
understanding of right and wrong. Delays or deficits in these areas can
result in poor decision-making and the inability to adhere to social norms,
thereby contributing to deviance.

Social Interaction and Group Dynamics
Deviance is also influenced by the dynamics within social interactions and
group memberships. The way individuals relate to others and the groups they
associate with can either promote conformity or encourage deviance.

Labeling and Stigmatization
The labeling theory posits that deviance is not inherent in an act but arises
when society labels certain behaviors or individuals as deviant. This
stigmatization can lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy where the labeled
person continues to engage in deviance due to social exclusion.



Social Learning and Imitation
Individuals learn deviant behaviors through interaction with others who model
and reinforce such conduct. This social learning process explains how
deviance spreads within peer groups or communities.

Group Influence and Conformity
Groups exert powerful influence over members, sometimes pressuring
individuals to conform to group norms, including deviant ones. Group cohesion
and the desire for acceptance can override personal values and increase
deviant behavior.

Theoretical Perspectives on Causes of Deviance
Various sociological and psychological theories provide frameworks for
understanding the causes of deviance. These theories offer different
explanations based on structural, cultural, individual, and social
interaction factors.

Strain Theory
Strain theory suggests that deviance results from the pressure individuals
feel when they are unable to achieve socially approved goals through
legitimate means. This strain encourages alternative, often deviant, methods
to achieve success.

Social Control Theory
Social control theory emphasizes the importance of strong social bonds and
institutions in preventing deviance. When these bonds weaken, individuals are
more likely to engage in deviant acts due to lack of social constraints.

Conflict Theory
Conflict theory views deviance as a product of social inequality and power
struggles. Those in power define what is deviant to maintain control, and
marginalized groups are more likely to be labeled as deviant and
criminalized.

Labeling Theory
Labeling theory focuses on the societal reaction to deviance rather than the



act itself. It argues that being labeled as deviant can reinforce deviant
identity and behavior, perpetuating a cycle of nonconformity.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary sociological causes of
deviance?
Primary sociological causes of deviance include strain theory, social
disorganization, differential association, and labeling theory, which explain
how social structures, interactions, and expectations influence deviant
behavior.

How does strain theory explain the causes of
deviance?
Strain theory posits that deviance occurs when there is a disconnect between
societal goals and the means available to achieve them, leading individuals
to engage in deviant behavior to fulfill those goals.



In what ways does social disorganization contribute
to deviance?
Social disorganization theory suggests that communities with weak social
institutions, poor social cohesion, and high residential mobility experience
higher rates of deviance due to lack of social control and support.

What role does differential association play in
causing deviance?
Differential association theory argues that deviance is learned through
interaction with others who engage in deviant behavior, emphasizing the
influence of peer groups and social networks.

How does labeling theory relate to the causes of
deviance?
Labeling theory focuses on how being labeled as 'deviant' can lead
individuals to internalize this identity and continue deviant behavior,
highlighting the impact of social reactions and stigma.

Can psychological factors be considered causes of
deviance?
Yes, psychological factors such as personality disorders, impulse control
issues, and mental health conditions can contribute to deviant behavior by
affecting an individual's decision-making and social interactions.

Additional Resources
1. Causes of Deviance: An Overview of Theories and Perspectives
This book offers a comprehensive examination of the various sociological and
psychological theories that explain why individuals engage in deviant
behavior. It explores structural, cultural, and individual factors
contributing to deviance, providing readers with a balanced understanding of
the complexity behind norm violations. Case studies and empirical research
are used to illustrate key concepts.

2. Social Control and Deviance: Understanding the Roots of Rule-Breaking
Focusing on the mechanisms of social control, this book delves into how
societal norms are upheld and what happens when these controls fail. It
discusses the role of family, education, and law enforcement in preventing
deviance, as well as how their breakdown can lead to increased deviant acts.
The text also examines the psychological and social triggers that push
individuals toward deviance.

3. The Biology of Deviance: Genetic and Neurological Influences



This work investigates the biological underpinnings of deviant behavior,
highlighting recent advances in genetics and neuroscience. It discusses how
brain structure, hormonal imbalances, and hereditary factors may predispose
individuals to deviance. Ethical considerations and the implications of
biological determinism are also critically analyzed.

4. Cultural Deviance and Subcultures: How Society Shapes Behavior
Exploring the impact of cultural norms and subcultural groups, this book
explains how deviance can emerge as a response to societal marginalization
and group identity. It details how subcultures develop their own values that
may conflict with mainstream society, leading to deviant behavior. The text
includes ethnographic studies and discussions on youth gangs and
countercultures.

5. Psychological Causes of Deviance: The Role of Mental Health and
Personality
This book examines the psychological factors that contribute to deviant
behavior, including personality disorders, trauma, and mental illness. It
offers insights into how early childhood experiences and cognitive processes
influence an individual's propensity for deviance. Therapeutic approaches and
prevention strategies are also discussed.

6. Economic Inequality and Deviance: The Impact of Social Stratification
Investigating the link between economic conditions and deviant behavior, this
book argues that poverty and inequality are significant causes of crime and
social deviance. It analyzes how limited access to resources and
opportunities can lead to frustration and rule-breaking. Policy implications
and social reform strategies are presented as potential solutions.

7. Labeling Theory and Deviance: The Power of Social Reaction
This text focuses on the concept of labeling and how societal reactions to
behavior can create or exacerbate deviance. It explains how being labeled as
"deviant" can influence an individual's self-identity and lead to a self-
fulfilling prophecy. The book includes discussions on stigma, discrimination,
and the criminal justice system.

8. Strain Theory and Anomie: Understanding Social Pressure and Deviance
This book explores the strain theory, which posits that deviance arises when
there is a disconnect between societal goals and the means available to
achieve them. It also covers the concept of anomie, or normlessness, and how
social instability can foster deviant behavior. Various forms of adaptation
to strain, including innovation and rebellion, are analyzed.

9. Peer Influence and Deviance: The Role of Social Networks
Highlighting the importance of peer groups, this book investigates how social
networks influence individuals toward deviant behavior. It examines peer
pressure, group dynamics, and the spread of deviant norms within communities.
The work also offers strategies for intervention and the promotion of
positive social ties.
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  causes of deviance: Deviance and Deviants William E. Thompson, Jennifer C. Gibbs,
2016-06-08 This comprehensive and engaging textbook provides a fresh and sociologically-grounded
examination of how deviance is constructed and defined and what it means to be classed a deviant.
Covers an array of deviances, including sexual, physical, mental, and criminal, as well as deviances
often overlooked in the literature, such as elite deviance, cyber-deviance, and deviant occupations
Examines the popular notions and pseudoscientific explanations upon which the most pervasive
myths surrounding deviance and deviants are founded Features an analytical through-line assessing
the complex and multifaceted relationship between deviance and the media Enhanced with extensive
pedagogical features, including a glossary of key terms, lists of specific learning outcomes in each
chapter, and critical thinking questions designed to assess those outcomes Comprehensive
instructor ancillaries include PowerPoint slides, a test bank for each chapter, instructor outlines, and
sample activities and projects; a student study guide also is available
  causes of deviance: Deviance Leon Anderson, 2017-08-22 This sociology of deviance textbook
draws on up-to-date scholarship across a spectrum of deviance categories, providing a symbolic
interactionist analysis of the deviance process. The book addresses positivistic theories of deviant
behavior within a more encompassing description of the deviance process that includes the work of
deviance claims-makers, rule-breakers, and social control agents. Cross-cultural and historical
treatment of deviance categories provides background for understanding current conceptions of,
and responses to, deviance. The book is divided into four parts. Section One introduces students to
the sociology of deviance. A sociological approach to deviance is contrasted with popular views of
deviants as demonic, mentally ill, and culturally exotic. Sociological methods for studying deviance
are described, with particular emphasis on deviance ethnography. Classic positivistic theories of
deviant behavior are presented with critique and discussion of revised formulations of the theories.
The symbolic interactionist/constructionist approach is presented as a recursive set of processes
involving deviance claims-making by moral entrepreneurs, rule-breaking, actions of social control,
and stigma management and resistance by those labelled as deviant. Section Two focuses on high
consensus criminal deviance, with chapters on murder, rape, street-level property crime, and white
collar crime. Chapters in Section Three addresses various forms of lifestyle deviance, including
alcohol abuse, drug abuse, and sex work. Section Four examines three categories of status deviance:
mental illness, obesity and eating disorders, and LGBTQ identities.--Provided by publisher.
  causes of deviance: Angles of Sociology Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-14 Sociology is the
scientific study of society and human behavior. It is a vast and complex field of study that
encompasses a wide range of topics, from the micro-level interactions of individuals to the
macro-level structures of society. Angles of Sociology is an innovative new textbook that introduces
students to the core concepts of sociology in a clear and concise way. The book is divided into ten
chapters, each of which covers a different aspect of sociology. Chapter 1 provides an overview of the
field of sociology, including its history, methods, and major theoretical perspectives. Chapter 2
introduces students to the concept of culture, and how it shapes our lives. Chapter 3 examines the
process of socialization, and how we learn to become members of society. Chapter 4 discusses social
stratification, and how it creates inequality in society. Chapter 5 examines social institutions, such as
the family, the economy, and the political system. Chapter 6 explores deviance and social control,
and how society responds to those who break its norms. Chapter 7 examines social change, and how
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societies transform over time. Chapter 8 discusses the future of sociology, and the challenges and
opportunities that the field faces. Chapter 9 provides a real-world example of how sociology can be
used to understand a social problem. Chapter 10 provides a real-world example of how sociology can
be used to solve a social problem. Angles of Sociology is an essential resource for students of
sociology. It is a clear, concise, and engaging introduction to the field that will help students to
understand the social world around them. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  causes of deviance: Sociology in Depth: Exploring the Complexities of Human Social
Life Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-19 Sociology is the scientific study of human social behavior and
organization. Sociologists examine how individuals interact with each other and how societies are
structured. This book provides an in-depth exploration of the major concepts, theories, and methods
of sociology. **Key Features:** * Comprehensive coverage of all the major topics in sociology,
including social stratification, culture, socialization, deviance, and social change * Clear and concise
explanations of complex sociological concepts * Engaging and thought-provoking examples from
real-world events * Up-to-date research findings and case studies * Discussion of the latest trends
and developments in sociology **Benefits to Readers:** * Gain a deeper understanding of the social
world around you * Develop critical thinking skills and the ability to analyze social issues *
Appreciate the diversity of human cultures and ways of life * Prepare for a career in sociology or a
related field This book is an essential resource for students of sociology, as well as for general
readers who are interested in learning more about this fascinating field. With its comprehensive
coverage, clear explanations, and engaging examples, this book will help you to develop a deeper
understanding of the social world and the forces that shape it. **What You'll Learn:** * The major
sociological theories and how they explain social phenomena * The methods that sociologists use to
conduct research * The key concepts of sociology, such as social stratification, culture, and deviance
* The major social problems facing the world today and how sociology can be used to address them
Whether you are a student, a professional, or simply someone who is curious about the world around
you, this book will provide you with the knowledge and insights you need to understand the
complexities of human social life. If you like this book, write a review!
  causes of deviance: American Society Daniel W. Rossides, 1993 This text invites students to
pursue a career in sociology, entices others to consider advanced courses, and yet serves those who
will take but one sociology course. This basic textbook for Introduction to Sociology can also serve
well in courses in American Society.
  causes of deviance: Drugs, Crime, and Other Deviant Adaptations Howard B. Kaplan,
2013-06-29 This volume brings together a sample of the best of the studies that illustrate two recent
trends in research on deviant behavior. The first of these trends is the investigation of deviant
behavior in longitudinal perspective. Panels of subjects are followed over long periods of time to
establish temporal relationships be tween deviant behavior and the antecedents and consequences
of deviant behav ior. The second trend in contemporary research on deviance is the recognition of
the association among forms of deviant behavior such as violence, drug abuse, and theft. The
recognition of the covariation among forms of deviance stimulated questions regarding the nature of
the relationships among multiple forms of de viance. Is one form of deviant behavior a cause or a
consequence of other forms of deviant behavior? What variables mediate and moderate such causal
relation ships? Do different forms of deviant behavior have common antecedents and consequences?
Independent of the foregoing relationships, do particular forms of deviant behavior have unique
antecedents and consequences? The eight original research studies that, along with the introduction
and overview, constitute this volume are based on data drawn from among the most influential
longitudinal studies in the general area of deviant behavior. These studies variously consider
common and pattern-specific antecedents and conse quences, reciprocal influences, and intervening
and moderating variables in causal relationships among drug use, crime, and other forms of
deviance.
  causes of deviance: Cracking the SAT with 5 Practice Tests, 2015 Edition Adam
Robinson, John Katzman, 2014-05-20 5 full-length practice tests (4 full-length tests in the book & 1



online)--Cover.
  causes of deviance: Received Wisdom, Kernels of Truth, and Boundary Daniel J. Svyantek,
Kevin T. Mahoney, 2013-03-01 This volume of the Research in Organizational Sciences is entitled
“Received Wisdom, Kernels of Truth, and Boundary Conditions in Organizational Studies”. Received
wisdom is knowledge imparted to people by others and is based on authority and tenacity as sources
of human knowledge. Authority refers to the acceptance of knowledge as truth because of the
position and credibility of the knowledge source. Tenacity refers to the continued presentation of a
particular bit of information by a source until this bit of information is accepted as true by receivers.
The problem for organizational studies, however, is that this received wisdom often becomes
unquestioned assumptions which guide interpretation of the world and decisions made about the
world. Received wisdom, therefore, may lead to organizational practices which provide little or no
benefit to the organization and, potentially, negative organizational effects, because this received
wisdom is no longer valid. The 14 papers in this volume all, in some way, strive to question received
wisdom and present alternatives which expand our understanding of organizational behavior in
some way. The chapters in this volume each strive to present new ways of understanding
organizational constructs, and in so doing reveal how received wisdom has often led to confirmation
bias in organizational science. The knowledge that some perceived truths are actually the products
of received wisdom and do not stand up to close scrutiny shakes up things within research areas
previously thought settled allowing new perspectives on organizational science to emerge.
  causes of deviance: Routledge Handbook of Deviant Behavior Clifton D. Bryant,
2012-04-27 The Handbook of Deviant Behavior presents a comprehensive, integrative, and
accessible overview of the contemporary body of knowledge in the field of social deviance in the
twenty-first century. This book addresses the full range of scholarly concerns within this area –
including theoretical, methodological, and substantive issues – in over seventy original entries,
written by an international mix of recognized scholars. Each of these essays provides insight not only
into the historical and sociological evolution of the topic addressed, but also highlights associated
notable thinkers, research findings, and key published works for further reference. As a whole, this
Handbook undertakes an in depth evaluation of the contemporary state of knowledge within the area
of social deviance, and beyond this considers future directions and concerns that will engage
scholars in the decades ahead. The inclusion of comparative and cross-cultural examples and
discussions, relevant case studies and other pedagogical features make this book an invaluable
learning tool for undergraduate and post graduate students in disciplines such as criminology,
mental health studies, criminal theory, and contemporary sociology.
  causes of deviance: Statistical Noise or Valuable Information Clemens Pirker, 2009-11-07
Clemens Pirker addresses the frequent doubt among researchers on how to deal with extreme and
outlying observations in data analysis. He draws on various scientific domains to explore possible
handling alternatives and the relevance of the phenomenon. The dissertation concludes that authors
may leverage their insights from given data by reporting those cases and their influence on the
results.
  causes of deviance: Sociology, an Introduction Earl R. Babbie, 1983
  causes of deviance: Introduction to Sociology and Anthropolgy' 2007 Ed. Epitacio S.
Palispis, 2007
  causes of deviance: Cracking the SAT with 5 Practice Tests, 2015 Edition Princeton Review,
2014-07-08 THE PRINCETON REVIEW GETS RESULTS. Get all the prep you need to ace the SAT
with 5 full-length practice tests, thorough SAT topic reviews, and extra practice online. This eBook
edition has been specially formatted for on-screen viewing with cross-linked questions, answers, and
explanations. Techniques That Actually Work. • Powerful strategies to avoid traps and beat the test
• Tips for pacing yourself and prioritizing tough questions • Detailed examples for applying each
technique to your advantage Everything You Need To Know for a High Score. • Expert subject
reviews for each test topic • Practical information about what to expect on the SAT • Hit Parade of
commonly-appearing SAT vocabulary words Practice Your Way to Perfection. • 4 full-length practice



tests with detailed answer explanations • 1 additional full-length SAT practice exam online • Drills
for each test section—Math, Critical Reading, and Writing • Instant scoring available online for book
and online tests, plus optional LiveGrader(TM) essay scoring
  causes of deviance: Fraud and Misconduct in Research Nachman Ben-Yehuda, Amalya
Oliver-Lumerman, Amalya Oliver, 2017-10-05 A clear-eyed examination of research misconduct, and
how efforts to expose and prevent it affect scientists and universities
  causes of deviance: Deviant and Criminal Behavior in the Workplace Steven M. Elias,
2013-02-11 Workplace crimes are never far from the news. From major scandals like Enron to
violent crimes committed by co-workers to petty theft of office supplies, deviant and criminal
behavior is common in the workplace. Psychological factors are almost always involved when an
employee engages in such behavior. Deviant and Criminal Behavior in the Workplace offers insights
at the level of the individual employee and also sheds light on the role organizations themselves may
play in fostering such criminal behavior. The volume considers psychological factors involved in theft
and fraud, workplace violence, employee discrimination, and sexual harassment. It also analyses a
number of variables which can influence such behavior including employee personality, employee
emotional processes, experience of occupational stress, organizational culture, organizational
injustice, and human resource management practices. The book will be of core interest to those
interested in the psychology and sociology of work, organizational behavior, and human resource
management.
  causes of deviance: Juvenile Justice Steven M. Cox, Jennifer M. Allen, Robert D. Hanser,
2017-08-17 The text is written from a practical standpoint, which students are likely to understand
and appreciate. —Lindsey Livingston Runell, J.D., Ph.D., Kutztown University Brief, focused, and
up-to-date, Juvenile Justice: A Guide to Theory, Policy, and Practice, Ninth Edition, is a must-have
text that takes students on a journey through the practical realities of the juvenile justice system and
the most current topics in the field. Students not only learn about the history, process, and theories
of the juvenile justice system, but they also gain access to the latest crime measurements and
explore important issues such as community-based sanctions, treatment and rehabilitation, gangs,
and international youth crime. Emphasizing evidence-based practices, the authors guide readers
through the methods and problems of the system and offer realistic insights for students interested
in a career in juvenile justice. Real-life examples, excellent pedagogical features, and a complete
online ancillary package are provided to help instructors effectively teach the course and help
students learn interactively. Give your students the SAGE edge! SAGE edge offers a robust online
environment featuring an impressive array of free tools and resources for review, study, and further
exploration, keeping both instructors and students on the cutting edge of teaching and learning.
Learn more at edge.sagepub.com/coxjj9e.
  causes of deviance: Society in Focus William E. Thompson, Joseph V. Hickey, Mica L.
Thompson, 2016-04-20 Examining the role of mass media and information technology in
contemporary society, Society In Focus, Eighth Edition, emphasizes the increasing diversity and
globalization of societies everywhere. It is designed to help students think clearly and critically
about sociological issues, concepts, and methods. Questioning is at the heart of this approach, and
as students read this book they are encouraged to become part of the sociological enterprise—rather
than remain passive observers. Every element of the text is designed to challenge students to
evaluate social issues and, guided by the sociological imagination, to clearly formulate their own
positions. By asking questions that demand sociological and creative thought, students are reminded
that their conclusions and decisions, as well as their non-decisions and inaction, may have important
social consequences. New to this edition: • New coauthor Mica Thompson, an experienced teacher
of introduction to sociology, brings a fresh new perspective as well as a wide array of different life
experiences to this edition of Society in Focus. • An expanded critical analysis in Chapter 1
introduces all forms of media and technology, and every chapter examines an aspect of their
powerful social influence. • Chapters 9, 16, and 17 have been updated to include the most recent
worldwide financial and economic developments, to help explain globalization and cultural diversity.



• Expanded application of feminist theory in every chapter to help students recognize the
importance of gender diversity and the contributions of that theoretical perspective in sociology. •
Updated and brand new boxes throughout encourage students to take a closer look at society and
selected social issues.
  causes of deviance: National Criminal Justice Thesaurus , 1989
  causes of deviance: Cracking the SAT Premium Edition with 8 Practice Tests 2015 Adam
Robinson, John Katzman, 2014-05-20 8 full-length practice tests (4 full-length tests in the book & 4
online)--Cover.
  causes of deviance: Instructor's Manual To Accompany Criminology Kimberly Cook,
2019-04-02 The goal of this resource manual is to help students understand crime, the origins of
criminological theory, the emergence of sociological criminology and the subcultures of delinquency.
It also provides information on the different types of crimes that exist.
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