
bonhoeffer discipleship

bonhoeffer discipleship represents a profound approach to Christian discipleship developed by the German
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Rooted in the context of faith, obedience, and community, Bonhoeffer's
teachings emphasize the cost and commitment involved in following Christ authentically. This concept
challenges believers to move beyond superficial faith and embrace a life marked by sacrifice, responsibility,
and spiritual discipline. Bonhoeffer discipleship critiques nominal Christianity and calls for a radical
adherence to Jesus’ example, highlighting the interconnectedness of belief and action. This article explores
the theological foundations, practical implications, and contemporary relevance of Bonhoeffer discipleship.
Through an examination of its core principles, historical background, and application, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of this influential model of Christian life and formation.
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Theological Foundations of Bonhoeffer Discipleship
Bonhoeffer discipleship is deeply rooted in a theological framework that emphasizes the incarnation of
Christ, the reality of grace, and the call to follow Jesus with total commitment. Central to Bonhoeffer’s
theology is the concept of “costly grace,” which contrasts with what he termed “cheap grace.” Costly grace
demands a transformative response that includes self-denial, obedience, and participation in the sufferings of
Christ. This foundation rejects any form of grace that allows believers to avoid the demands of discipleship.

Costly Grace Versus Cheap Grace
Bonhoeffer’s distinction between costly and cheap grace is pivotal to understanding his discipleship model.
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, forgiveness without repentance, and baptism without church
discipline. In contrast, costly grace requires a believer to follow Christ fully, embracing the challenges and
sacrifices that come with such a commitment. This theological principle insists that grace is not a license for
complacency but a call to active participation in God’s kingdom.



The Call to Obedience
Obedience to Christ is a non-negotiable element of Bonhoeffer discipleship. It is not merely about moral
behavior but involves a radical alignment of one’s life with the teachings and example of Jesus. This
obedience includes ethical living, social responsibility, and a willingness to suffer for faith. Bonhoeffer
viewed obedience as an expression of genuine faith that manifests in concrete actions within both the
church and society.

Key Principles of Bonhoeffer’s Approach
Several core principles define Bonhoeffer discipleship, each contributing to a holistic understanding of what
it means to follow Christ. These principles focus on community, suffering, and the imitation of Christ as
essential elements of spiritual growth and formation.

Community and the Church
Bonhoeffer emphasized the importance of Christian community as the context in which discipleship occurs.
The church is not merely an institution but a living fellowship where believers support, challenge, and
nurture one another in faith. This communal aspect underscores the relational nature of discipleship, where
mutual accountability and shared life are vital.

Discipleship as Imitation of Christ
Imitating Christ is at the heart of Bonhoeffer discipleship. This imitation is not superficial but involves
embodying the humility, love, and self-sacrifice exemplified by Jesus. The process requires both reflection
and action, enabling believers to become living testimonies of the gospel in their daily lives.

Suffering and Witness
Bonhoeffer recognized suffering as an integral part of discipleship. Followers of Christ are called to bear
witness even in the face of persecution and hardship. Suffering is not arbitrary but is seen as a participation
in Christ’s own suffering, which refines faith and strengthens the church’s witness to the world.

Historical Context and Influence
The development of Bonhoeffer discipleship is inseparable from the historical circumstances of Nazi
Germany and Bonhoeffer’s role as a theologian and dissident. His experiences during this period profoundly
shaped his understanding of discipleship as a form of resistance and faithful witness amidst evil.



Bonhoeffer’s Life and Ministry
Dietrich Bonhoeffer lived during a tumultuous era marked by political oppression and moral crisis. His
involvement in the Confessing Church and opposition to the Nazi regime illustrate how discipleship
demands courage and ethical conviction. Bonhoeffer’s martyrdom further underscores the ultimate cost of
faithful discipleship.

Impact on Modern Theology and Practice
Bonhoeffer discipleship has influenced numerous theological movements and Christian communities
worldwide. Its emphasis on authentic faith, social engagement, and ethical responsibility continues to
inspire and challenge believers and church leaders. The legacy of Bonhoeffer’s thought remains a vital
resource for contemporary discipleship models.

Practical Applications in Modern Christian Life
Applying Bonhoeffer discipleship today involves integrating its theological insights into everyday faith
practice. This includes cultivating spiritual disciplines, engaging in community, and responding to societal
issues with a Christ-centered perspective.

Spiritual Disciplines and Formation
Practicing Bonhoeffer discipleship requires commitment to spiritual disciplines such as prayer, Bible study,
and worship. These practices nurture a deep relationship with Christ and enable believers to discern God’s
will amid life’s challenges.

Engagement with Social Justice
True discipleship calls for active involvement in addressing injustice and suffering in society. Bonhoeffer’s
example encourages Christians to confront systemic evil and advocate for the marginalized, reflecting the
gospel’s transformative power.

Living in Authentic Community
Building and maintaining genuine Christian community is a practical outworking of Bonhoeffer
discipleship. This involves accountability, mutual support, and shared mission, fostering environments
where faith can grow and mature.



Challenges and Critiques of Bonhoeffer Discipleship
While Bonhoeffer discipleship offers a compelling paradigm, it also faces challenges and critiques related to
its demands and applicability. Scholars and practitioners have debated its feasibility and interpretation in
diverse contexts.

The Cost of Discipleship
The high cost associated with Bonhoeffer discipleship can be daunting for many believers. The call to
radical obedience and potential suffering raises questions about the balance between grace and works, as
well as the inclusivity of such a demanding model.

Contextual Limitations
Bonhoeffer’s context was unique, and some argue that applying his discipleship model universally may not
account for cultural, social, and denominational differences. Adaptations are necessary to make the principles
relevant across various Christian traditions and settings.

Interpretative Variations
Diverse interpretations of Bonhoeffer discipleship exist, with some emphasizing its ethical demands and
others focusing on its spiritual or communal aspects. This plurality reflects the complexity of his thought
and invites ongoing theological reflection.

Summary of Bonhoeffer Discipleship Principles

Emphasis on costly grace requiring active participation in faith

Radical obedience to Christ’s teachings and example

Discipleship practiced within authentic Christian community

Imitation of Christ’s humility, love, and sacrifice

Willingness to suffer as part of faithful witness

Integration of spiritual disciplines and social engagement



Recognition of contextual challenges and need for adaptation

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Dietrich Bonhoeffer and why is he significant in Christian
discipleship?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German theologian and pastor known for his strong resistance to Nazi
dictatorship and his writings on Christian ethics and discipleship. His book 'The Cost of Discipleship' is
highly influential in understanding the demands and challenges of following Christ.

What is the central theme of Bonhoeffer's concept of discipleship?
The central theme of Bonhoeffer's discipleship is 'costly grace' versus 'cheap grace.' He emphasized that
true discipleship requires a costly commitment to follow Jesus, involving sacrifice, obedience, and a
willingness to suffer for one's faith.

How does Bonhoeffer define 'cheap grace' in contrast to 'costly grace'?
Bonhoeffer defines 'cheap grace' as grace without discipleship, without the cross, and without Jesus Christ.
It is grace that is received without repentance or change. In contrast, 'costly grace' is the grace that calls a
believer to follow Jesus wholeheartedly, involving a transformation of life and bearing one's cross.

What role does community play in Bonhoeffer's understanding of
discipleship?
Community is vital in Bonhoeffer's discipleship. He believed that authentic Christian life and growth
happen within the context of a Christian community where believers support, challenge, and hold each
other accountable in their walk with Christ.

How did Bonhoeffer's own life exemplify his teachings on discipleship?
Bonhoeffer's life exemplified his teachings through his active resistance against the Nazi regime,
involvement in the Confessing Church, and ultimate martyrdom. He lived out costly grace by risking and
sacrificing his life for justice and faithfulness to Christ.

Why is Bonhoeffer's 'The Cost of Discipleship' still relevant for modern



Christians?
'The Cost of Discipleship' remains relevant because it challenges Christians to examine the authenticity of
their faith, confronts the temptation of superficial belief, and calls believers to a radical, obedient, and
sacrificial following of Jesus in any context.

Additional Resources
1. The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
This seminal work by Bonhoeffer explores the true meaning of Christian discipleship, emphasizing the
necessity of costly grace. He contrasts "cheap grace" with a discipleship that demands sacrifice and
obedience. The book challenges readers to live authentically in faith, following the example of Jesus Christ
even under persecution.

2. Discipleship and the Church: The Bonhoeffer Legacy by John D. Godsey
Godsey examines Bonhoeffer’s understanding of discipleship within the community of the church. The
book highlights Bonhoeffer’s belief that authentic discipleship cannot be separated from the life of the
church and its mission. It offers practical reflections on living out Bonhoeffer’s vision of communal
faithfulness.

3. Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas
This biography provides an accessible yet comprehensive portrait of Bonhoeffer’s life and ministry. It
delves into his role as a disciple who courageously opposed Nazism and paid the ultimate price. The book
underscores the connection between his theological insights on discipleship and his active resistance.

4. Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
In this book, Bonhoeffer reflects on the nature of Christian community and its vital role in discipleship. He
discusses how believers can support and challenge each other in their spiritual journey. The work
emphasizes the importance of shared life, prayer, and accountability among disciples.

5. Bonhoeffer’s Theology of Discipleship by Clifford J. Green
Green offers an in-depth theological analysis of Bonhoeffer’s concept of discipleship. The book explores key
themes such as costly grace, obedience, and the role of suffering in the Christian life. It is a valuable
resource for scholars and students seeking a deeper understanding of Bonhoeffer’s thought.

6. Following Christ in a Hostile World: Bonhoeffer’s Letters and Papers from Prison edited by Christian
Gremmels
This collection presents Bonhoeffer’s letters and writings during his imprisonment, revealing his
reflections on discipleship under extreme circumstances. It demonstrates his unwavering commitment to
following Christ despite adversity. The letters provide personal insights into the lived experience of costly
discipleship.



7. The Bonhoeffer Reader: Writings 1923–1945 edited by Geffrey B. Kelly and F. Burton Nelson
A comprehensive anthology of Bonhoeffer’s most important writings, this reader covers his theological,
ethical, and pastoral insights on discipleship. It includes selections from his early essays, sermons, and later
prison writings. The volume offers a broad perspective on how Bonhoeffer’s understanding of discipleship
developed over time.

8. Ethics and Discipleship: Bonhoeffer’s Moral Vision by Victoria J. Barnett
Barnett explores the ethical dimensions of Bonhoeffer’s discipleship, focusing on his resistance to injustice
and commitment to moral action. The book analyzes how Bonhoeffer’s faith compelled him to confront evil
and embrace costly obedience. It provides a nuanced view of discipleship as both a personal and social
vocation.

9. Discipleship in the 21st Century: Lessons from Bonhoeffer by Lisa E. Dahill
This contemporary reflection draws on Bonhoeffer’s teachings to address modern challenges in Christian
discipleship. Dahill discusses how Bonhoeffer’s emphasis on community, sacrifice, and faithfulness remains
relevant today. The book encourages readers to apply Bonhoeffer’s principles in their own spiritual
journeys.
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  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2012-08-07 NEW
FOREWORD BY ERIC METAXAS Dietrich Bonhoeffer, one of the most important theologians of the
twentieth century, illuminates the relationship between ourselves and the teachings of Jesus in this
classic book on living as a Christian. What can the call to discipleship, the adherence to the word of
Jesus, mean today to the businessman, the soldier, the laborer, or the government worker? What did
Jesus mean to say to us? What is his will for us today? Drawing on the Sermon on the Mount,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer answers these timeless questions by providing a seminal reading of the
dichotomy between cheap grace and costly grace. Cheap grace, Bonhoeffer wrote, is the grace we
bestow on ourselves...grace without discipleship....Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought
again and again, the girl which must be asked for, the door at which a man must know....It is costly
because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. The Cost of
Discipleship is a compelling statement of the demands of sacrifice and ethical consistency from a
man whose life and thought were exemplary articulations of a new type of leadership inspired by the
Gospel, and imbued with the spirit of Christian humanism and a creative sense of civic duty.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2024-04-30 The Cost
of Discipleship is one of the bestselling titles on the SCM Classics list and one of the classics of
modern theology. Perhaps Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s most radical book, this reading of the Sermon on
the Mount has influenced many Christians throughout the world over the last 60 years. With a
foreword by Stephen Plant, Dean of Trinity Hall, Cambridge and one of the leading Bonhoeffer
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scholars of our time.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2015-11-01 Cheap grace is the
mortal enemy of our church. Our struggle today is for costly grace. And with that sharp warning to
his own church, which was engaged in bitter conflict with the official Nazified state church, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer began his book Discipleship (formerly entitled The Cost of Discipleship). Originally
published in 1937, it soon became a classic exposition of what it means to follow Christ in a modern
world beset by a dangerous and criminal government. At its center stands an interpretation of the
Sermon on the Mount: what Jesus demanded of his followersand how the life of discipleship is to be
continued in all ages of the post- resurrection church. Every call of Jesus is a call to death,
Bonhoeffer wrote. His own life ended in martyrdom on April 9, 1945. Using the acclaimed Dietrich
Bonhoeffer Works English translation and adapted to a more accessible format, this new edition
features supplemental material from Victoria J. Barnett and an insightful introduction by Geffrey B.
Kelly to clarify the theological meaning and social context of this attempt to resist the Nazi ideology.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1959
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Bonhoeffer's the Cost of Discipleship Greg Ligon, 1999-01-01
Shepherd's Notes- Christian Classics Series is designed to give readers a quick, step by step
overview of some of the enduring treasures of the Christian faith. They are designed to be used
along side the classic itself- either in individual study or in a study group. The faithful of all
generations have found spiritual nourishment in the Scriptures and in the works of Christians of
earlier generations. Martin Luther and John Calvin would not have become who they were apart
from their reading Augustine. God used the writings of Martin Luther to move John Wesley from a
religion of dead works to an experience at Aldersgate in which his heart was strangely warmed.
Shepherd's Notes will give pastors, laypersons, and students access to some of the treasures of
Christian faith.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2025-08-08 The Cost
of Discipleship written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian and anti-Nazi dissident whose
life and teachings are brought to the forefront in the thrilling 2024 film ��Bonhoeffer: Pastor. Spy.
Assassin��. WHEN CHRIST CALLS A MAN HE BIDS HIM COME AND DIE ―Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
The Cost of Discipleship Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves . . . the preaching of
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, communion without
confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship. . . . Costly grace is the gospel which must be
sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. . . .”
―Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship, now
with new translations and transliterations. An insightful look at grace and the path to eternal life,
featuring: -New Greek, Latin, and French Translations and Transliterations. -Original Foreword By
By G. K. A. Bell, Late Bishop of Chichester; And Author Memoir By G. Leibholz. -Newly Edited
Content (Reviewed, Revised, and Refined) to Maximize Quality Reading. A rigorously patient
exposition of the Sermon on the Mount which compels the reader to face himself, and God, in any
situation. A very moving book, lived as well as written” —Times (London) Literary Supplement
Among the Flossenberg martyrs was a remarkable young Lutheran pastor named Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, who had joined the underground convinced that it was his duty as a Christian to work
for Hitler's defeat. Bonhoeffer was only 39 when he died, but he had already made a monumental
contribution to Christian thought, which today has profound and growing significance for both
theologian and layman. Bonhoeffer's books are gaining an astonishing popularity in the secular
world. . . He is admired by people who have read his best-known books, The Cost of Discipleship and
Letters and Papers from Prison, as the example of what a modern Christian must be. — Life Millions
of readers worldwide have benefited from the profound insights presented in The Cost of
Discipleship. In this remarkable work, 20th-century Christian theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer asserts
that “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die”. Drawing from the Sermon on the Mount,
Bonhoeffer offers a critical examination of the distinction between cheap grace and costly grace. He
describes cheap grace as self-bestowed, characterized by the preaching of forgiveness without



repentance, baptism without church discipline, and communion without confession. According to
Bonhoeffer, cheap grace is grace without discipleship. Conversely, he defines costly grace as the gift
that must be earnestly sought, symbolized by the door at which one must knock. It is costly because
it demands a person's life, yet it is grace because it is given by God and provides a path to true life.
The Cost of Discipleship was first published in 1936. Blue Harvest Publishing is dedicated to
introducing individuals to the revelation of Jesus Christ through the publication of Christian content.
This book is part of the Blue Harvest Publishing Classics series, selected for its wisdom and
influence. The Cost of Discipleship is an excellent addition to any Christian library.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Discipleship in a World Full of Nazis Mark Thiessen Nation,
2022-01-20 “Things do exist that are worth standing up for without compromise. To me it seems that
peace and social justice are such things, as is Christ himself.” These are words Dietrich Bonhoeffer
spoke to his brother a few months before he began training future pastors in the ways of
discipleship. For several years he had been speaking out against war. Near the beginning of the
anti-Semitic Nazi regime, he called on his fellow Christians to speak out against a state that was
engaging in oppressive measures, to respond to victims of oppression, and to be willing to suffer, as
a church, if it was required to stop such oppression. His vision for training disciples was rooted in
pure doctrine, serious worship, a new kind of monasticism, and the Sermon on the Mount.
Bonhoeffer was convinced that through the living presence of Jesus and the explosive teachings of
the Sermon on the Mount “lies the force that can blow all this hocus-pocus sky-high—like fireworks,
leaving only a few burnt-out shells behind.” This is the legacy of this extraordinary theologian that
this book seeks to recover—exploring how this was lived out in a world full of Nazis.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Bonhoeffer Dietrich, 2015-11-02 Perhaps
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s most radical book, this reading of the Sermon on the Mount has influenced
many Christians throughout the world over the last 50 years.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, John D. Godsey, Barbara Green,
Geffrey B. Kelly, 2003-05-28 Cheap grace is the mortal enemy of our church. Our struggle today is
for costly grace. And with that sharp warning to his own church, which was engaged in bitter
conflict with the official nazified state church, Dietrich Bonhoeffer began his book Discipleship
(formerly entitled The Cost of Discipleship). Originally published in 1937, it soon became a classic
exposition of what it means to follow Christ in a modern world beset by a dangerous and criminal
government. At its center stands an interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount: what Jesus
demanded of his followersand how the life of discipleship is to be continued in all ages of the post-
resurrection church. Every call of Jesus is a call to death, Bonhoeffer wrote. His own life ended in
martyrdom on April 9, 1945. Freshly translated from the German critical edition, Discipleship
provides a more accurate rendering of the text and extensive aids and commentary to clarify the
meaning, context, and reception of this work and its attempt to resist the Nazi ideology then
infecting German Christian churches.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship-For the 21st Century Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, 2020-01-03 The Cost of Discipleship, a call to more faithful and radical obedience to
Christ and a severe rebuke of comfortable Christianity: Cheap grace is preaching forgiveness
without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession. É
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living
and incarnate.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Bonhoeffer's the Cost of Discipleship Greg Ligon, 1998 A volume
comparable in style to Cliff's Notes, here highlighting the key points from Bonhoeffer's The Cost of
Discipleship.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: For a Better Worldliness Brant M. Himes, 2018-09-27 For a Better
Worldliness is not only a statement of Abraham Kuyper’s and Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theological
concept and historical practice of discipleship. It is also—and perhaps more importantly—a call to
engage in the fullness of the Christian life here and now. While this book goes to great efforts to
establish sound historical and theological insights specifically in regards to Kuyper and Bonhoeffer,



there is a strong underlying current that these particular insights deeply matter to the life of
discipleship in the world today. History shows us that discipleship is not a singular journey; because
of Jesus Christ it is not a description of one set path with one set of guidelines. A disciple can be a
prime minister who unabashedly and successfully campaigned on his Calvinistic principles, just as
he can be a participant in a coup d’état launched against a tyrant, leading to the disciple’s own
imprisonment and death. Jesus Christ calls—whether to the height of political office, or to the dank
prison cell, or (more likely for us) to somewhere in between.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Bonhoeffer's Seminary Vision Paul R. House, 2015-04-16 Dietrich
Bonhoeffer is best known for his role in a plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler and his subsequent
execution at the hands of the Nazis. However, readers are less familiar with his tireless work
educating seminary students for a life of pastoral ministry. Anchored in a variety of influential
lectures, personal letters, and major works such as The Cost of Discipleship, this book attempts to
recover a largely unexamined part of Bonhoeffer's life—exploring his philosophy and practice of
theological education in his original context. It then builds on this foundation to address the drift
toward increasingly impersonal educational models in our own day, affirming the value of personal,
face-to-face seminary education for the health of pastors and churches.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: A Testament to Freedom Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1995-03-31 Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was only thirty-nine years old when he was executed in a Nazi concentration camp in
1945, yet his courage, vision, and brilliance have greatly influenced the twentieth-century Church
and theology. Particularly through his bestselling classic, The Cost of Discipleship, Bonhoeffer
profoundly shaped such minds and movements as Martin Luther King, Jr., and Leonardo Boff, civil
rights and leberation theology. A Testament to Freedom, completely revised and expanded for this
edition, includes previously untranslated writings, excerpts from major books, sermons, and selected
letters spanning the years of Bonhoeffer's pastoral and theological career. This magnificent volume
takes readers on a historical and biographical journey that follows Bonhoeffer through the various
stages of his life--as teacher, ecumenist, pastor, preacher, seminary director, prophet in the Nazi era
and, finally, as martyr in pursuit of peace and justice.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Reading Scripture as the Church Derek W. Taylor, 2020-09-22
The Bible is meant to be read in the church, by the church, as the church. Following the example of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Derek Taylor argues that we should regard the reading of Scripture as an
inherently communal exercise of discipleship. In conversation with other theologians, Taylor shares
how this approach to Scripture can engender a faithful hermeneutical community.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Bonhoeffer's Intellectual Formation Peter Frick, 2018-03-14 The
authors of this volume discuss specific philosophical and theological ideas in view of Bonhoeffer’s
intellectual formation. As such, all the studies converge on the thought of Bonhoeffer as a whole in
order to illuminate the growth and maturation of his theology. Contributors to this volume include:
Barry Harvey, Wayne Floyd, Peter Frick, Geffrey Kelly, Wolf Krötke, Andreas Pangritz, Stephen
Plant, Martin Rumscheidt, Christine Tietz, Ralf Wüstenberg, and Josiah Young.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Meditations on the Cross Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1998-02-01 The cross
and the resurrection were central themes for Bonhoeffer's theology. These excerpts from sermons
and letters contain his personal and faithful words about the crucifixion and the power of the cross
for all Christians. Meditations on the Cross is ideal for devotional reading and personal reference.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: Life Together Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1978-10-25 After his martyrdom
at the hands of the Gestapo in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his witness in the hearts of
Christians around the world. His Letters and Papers from Prison became a prized testimony to
Christian faith and courage, read by thousands. Now in Life Together we have Pastor Bonhoeffer's
experience of Christian community. This story of a unique fellowship in an underground seminary
during the Nazi years reads like one of Paul's letters. It gives practical advice on how life together in
Christ can be sustained in families and groups. The role of personal prayer, worship in common,
everyday work, and Christian service is treated in simple, almost biblical, words. Life Together is
bread for all who are hungry for the real life of Christian fellowship.



  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Dialectics of Discipleship Chris Swann, 2023-08-24
Interrogating Barth's discipleship-shaped vision of sanctification, this book investigates both
Lutheran and Calvinian source material to develop an account that differs markedly from other
Lutheran and Calvinist perspectives. Highlighting the robustly theological and Christ-centred
character of Barth's account, Chris Swann demonstrates that, far from merely valorising human
activity, Barth advances an understanding of human moral agency, action, and suffering that is real
but relative to the agency of God in Christ to which it corresponds analogously. With a focus on the
role the image of discipleship plays in giving conceptual structure and shape to Barth's distinctive
account of the correspondence between divine agency and sanctified human agency, this book
evaluates the ramifications of his discipleship-shaped vision of sanctification. In doing this, it gives
special attention to Barth's own personal mixed record with regard to Christian discipleship.
Ultimately, Swann retrieves a number of important resources for contemporary theological ethics
from Barth's theology of discipleship.
  bonhoeffer discipleship: The Wisdom and Witness of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Wayne Whitson Floyd, 2000-06-06 At a time when much of the world was either enticed
with or entrapped by fascism, Dietrich Bonhoeffer dared to live the morally responsible Christian lite
to a most expressive, and in his case, tragic end. His legacy has inspired many, and it demonstrates
his life and works to be among the most important of the twentieth century. Forged during his
struggle against Nazism, Bonhoeffer's striking notions of religionless Christianity (i.e., costly grace,
direct religious engagement with political forces, and his own martyrdom) still speak directly to the
situations faced by the Christians -- and Christianity -- of today. His key insights, combined with
Floyd's meditations which address meaning and significance for today, are powerfully presented
here in fifty key passages grouped into eight areas of Bonhoeffer's concern: church, world,
discipleship, politics, love, Christ, creation, and the future.
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