by night in chile picador

by night in chile picador explores the evocative narrative crafted by the
Picador edition of Chilean literature, delving into the intricate aspects of
Chile’s nocturnal identity. This article examines the cultural, historical,
and literary significance embedded in the phrase, alongside an analysis of
the Picador publication that brings Chile’s night to life. Readers will gain
insights into the darker and more mysterious facets of Chilean society,
illuminated through the lens of night. The discussion includes an overview of
Chile’s nighttime culture, the role of literature and storytelling in shaping
perceptions, and how the Picador edition captures these elements. The article
also highlights key themes and motifs that arise when considering “by night
in Chile Picador,” enriching understanding of this unique perspective. The
following sections will systematically break down these topics to offer a
comprehensive guide.

Understanding By Night in Chile Picador

Cultural Significance of Nighttime in Chile

e Literary Exploration in the Picador Edition

Thematic Elements in By Night in Chile Picador

e ITmpact and Reception of the Picador Publication

Understanding By Night in Chile Picador

The phrase “by night in Chile Picador” refers to a distinctive exploration of
Chilean 1life and culture through the nighttime lens, as presented in the
Picador publication. This edition is known for its focus on literary works
that capture the essence of Chile after dusk. It highlights the
transformations that occur as the country transitions from day to night,
revealing hidden social dynamics, political undercurrents, and the poetic
nature of the dark hours. The Picador edition provides a curated narrative
that deepens the reader’s connection to Chilean identity through this
evocative time frame.

Defining the Picador Edition

Picador is a renowned publishing imprint recognized for its commitment to
literary excellence and cultural representation. The “by night in Chile
Picador” edition is a specialized collection that emphasizes Chile’s
nocturnal themes, blending literary artistry with socio-political commentary.
This edition offers an authoritative voice on the subject, making it a
significant resource for those interested in Chilean literature and culture.

Scope and Content

The contents typically include a variety of literary forms such as short



stories, essays, and poetry that revolve around the night in Chile. These
works collectively portray the multifaceted nature of Chile’s night, from
urban landscapes and nightlife to rural darkness and solitude. The scope
ensures a comprehensive portrayal that respects the complexity of Chile’s
social fabric.

Cultural Significance of Nighttime in Chile

Nighttime in Chile carries profound cultural meanings and plays a pivotal
role in social interactions and traditions. The covertness associated with
night allows for alternative expressions of identity, resistance, and
creativity. Understanding the cultural context of night in Chile is essential
to grasp the deeper implications embedded in the Picador edition.

Social Dynamics After Dark

During the night, Chilean cities and towns reveal unique social practices
distinct from daytime routines. The nightlife encompasses vibrant music
scenes, communal gatherings, and a space for political discourse that might
be subdued during daylight. The night becomes a stage for social
transformation and cultural expression.

Night as a Symbol in Chilean Culture

Beyond social activities, night symbolizes mystery, introspection, and
sometimes fear or oppression in Chile’s historical and cultural narratives.
Literature and art utilize this symbolism to critique political regimes or
explore personal identities. The Picador edition encapsulates these symbolic
meanings, offering readers a nuanced view of Chile’s nocturnal symbolism.

Literary Exploration in the Picador Edition

The Picador edition presents a rich literary tapestry that explores the motif
of night in Chile through various narrative techniques and styles. This
exploration is vital to understanding how Chilean authors use the night as a
literary device to enhance storytelling and thematic depth.

Narrative Techniques

Authors featured in the Picador edition employ a range of narrative
strategies including stream of consciousness, fragmented storytelling, and
vivid imagery to evoke the atmosphere of night. These techniques immerse
readers in the sensory and emotional experiences associated with Chilean
nights.

Representation of Night in Different Genres

The collection includes genres such as magical realism, political allegory,
and urban fiction. Each genre utilizes the night differently, whether to blur



reality and fantasy, critique societal issues, or depict everyday urban life.
This diversity enriches the reader’s understanding of the many faces of night
in Chile.

Thematic Elements in By Night in Chile Picador

Several recurring themes emerge throughout the Picador edition that centers
on “by night in Chile.” These themes provide insight into the collective and
individual experiences of Chileans after dark and are crucial for a
comprehensive appreciation of the works.

e Isolation and Connection: Nighttime often underscores feelings of
solitude while simultaneously creating opportunities for intimate human
connections.

e Political Tension and Resistance: Darkness serves as a backdrop for acts
of rebellion, secrecy, and political expression.

e Transformation and Identity: The cover of night allows characters and
communities to explore alternate identities and undergo personal change.

e Nature and Urban Contrast: The interplay between natural darkness and
artificial city lights highlights the tension between rural and urban
life.

e Memory and History: Night acts as a temporal space where past events and
memories resurface with heightened emotional intensity.

Symbolism of Darkness

Darkness in the texts is not merely the absence of light but a powerful
symbol representing the unknown, fear, and possibility. It challenges
characters and readers alike to confront hidden truths and societal shadows.

Role of Light and Sound

Contrasting elements such as streetlights, neon signs, and nocturnal sounds
play a critical role in shaping the mood and tone within the narratives,
enriching the sensory experience of Chile’s night.

Impact and Reception of the Picador Publication

The “by night in Chile Picador” edition has garnered critical acclaim for its
insightful portrayal of Chile’s nocturnal life and its contribution to global
understanding of Chilean culture. Its impact extends beyond literature,
influencing cultural studies and social discourse.



Critical Acclaim and Academic Interest

Scholars and critics have praised the edition for its innovative approach to
exploring night as a thematic and cultural phenomenon. It serves as a
valuable resource in academic settings focused on Latin American studies,
literature, and cultural anthropology.

Influence on Contemporary Chilean Literature

The publication has inspired contemporary Chilean authors to further
investigate nighttime themes and expand the narrative possibilities of
nocturnal settings. This influence fosters a continuing evolution of Chilean
literary expression.

Broader Cultural Implications

By shedding light on the nuances of night in Chile, the Picador edition
contributes to a wider cultural appreciation and awareness. It encourages
readers worldwide to reconsider perceptions of Chilean society and the
significance of night in cultural identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'By Night in Chile' by
Roberto Bolano?

The main theme of 'By Night in Chile' is the moral and political corruption
in Chile under Pinochet's dictatorship, explored through the narrator's
reflections on art, literature, and complicity.

Who is the narrator in 'By Night in Chile' and what
is unique about his storytelling?

The narrator is a Chilean priest named Father Urrutia Lacroix, whose
storytelling is a continuous, stream-of-consciousness monologue that reveals
his guilt and complicity in the political repression of Chile.

How does 'By Night in Chile' critique Chilean society
and politics?
'By Night in Chile' critiques Chilean society and politics by exposing the

intellectual class's passive acceptance and enabling of the Pinochet regime’s
brutalities, highlighting themes of censorship, betrayal, and moral failure.

What role does literature and art play in 'By Night
in Chile'?
Literature and art in 'By Night in Chile' are portrayed as both a refuge and

a tool for political commentary, but also as compromised by the narrator’s
and others’ failure to confront oppressive political realities.



Why is 'By Night in Chile' considered an important
work in Latin American literature?

It is considered important because it offers a profound, critical exploration
of Chile’s political history and intellectual life, using innovative
narrative techniques and blending political critique with literary
reflection.

What is the significance of the title 'By Night in
Chile'?

The title 'By Night in Chile' symbolizes the darkness and secrecy surrounding
Chile’s political repression, as well as the narrator’s own nocturnal
confession and reckoning with his past actions during a time of dictatorship.

Additional Resources

1. By Night in Chile by Roberto Bolafio

This novella explores the life of Father Urrutia, a Chilean priest and
literary critic, as he reflects on his complicity with the Pinochet
dictatorship during a single, hallucinatory night. Through a stream-of-
consciousness narrative, Bolafio delves into themes of political repression,
moral ambiguity, and the role of art under authoritarian regimes. The book is
a powerful critique of cultural and political silence in the face of
oppression.

2. The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende

Set against the backdrop of Chile’s turbulent 20th century, this magical
realist novel chronicles the Trueba family’s saga across generations. It
intertwines personal and political histories, exploring themes of memory,
power, and social justice. Like Bolafio’s work, it reflects deeply on the
impact of dictatorship and political upheaval in Chile.

3. Chile: The Other September 11 by Ariel Dorfman

This non-fiction book examines the 1973 Chilean coup d'état and its
aftermath, providing personal and historical perspectives on the Pinochet
regime. Dorfman, a playwright and activist, offers insights into the cultural
and political repression faced by Chileans. The book complements the
political themes explored in "By Night in Chile."

4. Death and the Maiden by Ariel Dorfman

A gripping play that confronts the legacy of dictatorship and human rights
abuses in Chile, focusing on a woman who believes her captor from the past
has resurfaced. The narrative explores themes of justice, trauma, and
reconciliation. It shares the dark political atmosphere and moral gquestioning
found in Bolafio’s novella.

5. 2666 by Roberto Bolafo

This posthumous novel is a sprawling, complex narrative that delves into
violence, art, and mystery, set partially in a fictional Mexican border town.
While not exclusively about Chile, it shares Bolafio’s characteristic style
and thematic concerns with authoritarianism and cultural critique. The novel
expands on the literary and political themes present in "By Night in Chile."

6. In the Shadow of the Sun by Isabel Allende
This memoir recounts Allende’s life, including her exile following the



Chilean coup and her reflections on the political turmoil in her country. It
provides a personal perspective on the impact of dictatorship, complementing
the more fictional and symbolic approach of "By Night in Chile." The book
highlights resilience and the power of storytelling amid repression.

7. Mockingbird by Walter Tevis

Though not set in Chile, this novel explores themes of intellectual
oppression and the survival of knowledge under authoritarian rule. Like
Bolafio’s work, it questions the role of culture and literature in societies
facing political control. It offers a broader reflection on censorship and
moral responsibility.

8. The Feast of the Goat by Mario Vargas Llosa

This novel details the final days of the Dominican Republic’s dictator Rafael
Trujillo, exploring themes of tyranny, complicity, and resistance. Its
political focus and examination of dictatorship resonate with the themes in
"By Night in Chile," providing a comparative perspective on Latin American
authoritarianism.

9. The Posthumous Memoirs of Bras Cubas by Machado de Assis

A classic Brazilian novel that uses dark humor and irony to critique society
and human nature, it shares Bolafio’s innovative narrative style. Though not
centered on political dictatorship, it offers a philosophical exploration of
life, death, and moral ambiguity that complements the introspective tone of
"By Night in Chile."
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by night in chile picador: By Night in Chile Roberto Bolafio, 2024-09-03 “Extraordinary . . .
[Bolano’s] greatest work.” —James Wood, The New York Times The book that catapulted Roberto
Bolafio into international literary stardom, By Night in Chile is the final testimony of Sebastian
Urrutia Lacroix—Chilean priest and member of Opus Dei, eminent literary critic and failed poet—as
he is haunted by a shadowy figure from his past. In Urrutia’s feverish last hours, a deluge of
memories pours from him: of hobnobbing with Santiago’s most unctuous literati; of undertaking a
mission to save Europe’s decaying cathedrals from existential threat by pigeon excrement; of
retreating into Greco-Roman poetry during the darkest chapter of modern Chilean history; of
tutoring Augusto Pinochet in Marxist theory, so that the General may better understand his enemies.
Throughout he insists, with fracturing conviction, that he was always on the right side of history. A
novel about high art and fascism, silence and complicity, and, ultimately, the weight of damnation,
Roberto Bolafio’s By Night in Chile is a deep-cutting satire and a work of devastating moral insight.

by night in chile picador: Twenty-First-Century Fiction Peter Boxall, 2013-06-24 This
critical introduction examines the formal and thematic features common among twenty-first-century
writers from around the world.

by night in chile picador: Dictators and their Secret Police Sheena Chestnut Greitens,
2016-08-16 This book explores the secret police organizations of East Asian dictators: their origins,
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operations, and effects on ordinary citizens' lives.

by night in chile picador: Roberto Bolano In Context Jonathan B. Monroe, 2023-01-05 From
his first fifteen years in Chile, to his nine years in Mexico City from 1968 to 1977, to the quarter of a
century he lived and worked in the Blanes-Barcelona area on the Costa Brava in Spain through his
death in 2003, Roberto Bolafio developed into an astonishingly diverse, prolific writer. He is one of
the most consequential and widely read of his generation in any language. Increasingly recognized
not only in Latin America, but as a major figure in World Literature, Bolafio is an essential writer for
the 21st century world. This volume provides a comprehensive mapping of the pivotal contexts,
events, stages, and influences shaping Bolafo's writing. As the wide-ranging investigations of this
volume's 30 distinguished scholars show, Bolafo's influence and impact will shape literary cultures
worldwide for years to come.

by night in chile picador: Witnessing beyond the Human Kate Jenckes, 2017-05-01 This book
rethinks the nature of testimony beyond the ground of the human in works produced in Chile and
Argentina from the 1970s to the present. Focusing on literature by Juan Gelman, Sergio Chejfec, and
Roberto Bolafio, as well as art by Eugenio Dittborn, Kate Jenckes argues that these works represent
life, death, and the relation between self and other beyond the human, that is beyond the sense that
we can know and represent ourselves and others, with powerful implications for our understanding
of history, community, and politics. Jenckes engages with the work of Jacques Derrida together with
the intellectually rigorous field of Chilean aesthetic theory to explore issues related to the nature of
testimony.

by night in chile picador: The Broadview Pocket Guide to Writing: A Concise Handbook for
Students - Fourth Edition Corey Frost, Karen Weingarten, Doug Babington, Don LePan, Maureen
Okun, Nora Ruddock, 2017-08-15 The Broadview Pocket Guide to Writing: A Concise Handbook for
Students presents essential material from the full Broadview Guide to Writing. Included are
summaries of key grammatical points; a glossary of usage; advice on various forms of academic
writing; coverage of punctuation and writing mechanics; helpful advice on how to research academic
papers; and much more. Four commonly-used styles of citation and documentation are
covered—MLA, APA, Chicago, and CSE.

by night in chile picador: The Broadview Pocket Guide to Writing - Revised Fourth
Canadian Edition Doug Babington, Don LePan, Maureen Okun, Nora Ruddock, 2016-12-30 The
Broadview Pocket Guide to Writing is a concise volume presenting essential material from the full
Broadview Guide to Writing. Included are summaries of key grammatical points; a glossary of usage;
advice on various forms of academic writing; coverage of punctuation and writing mechanics; helpful
advice on how to research academic papers; and much more. Four commonly-used styles of citation
and documentation are covered—MLA, APA, Chicago, and CSE. The revised fourth edition includes
full coverage of the 2016 MLA Style changes.

by night in chile picador: Carceral Worlds Hanneke Stuit, Jennifer Turner, Julienne Weegels,
2024-07-25 We live a world in which the number of prisons is growing and experiences of
incarceration are increasingly widespread. Carceral Worlds offers a necessary and timely
contribution to understanding these carceral realities of the globalized present.The book asks how
the carceral has become so central in life, how it manifests in different geographical locations and,
finally, what the likely consequences are of living in such a carceral world. Carceral Worlds focuses
on carceral practices, experiences and imaginaries that reach far beyond traditional spaces of
confinement. It shows the lasting effects of colonial carceral heritage, the influence of prison
systems on city management, and the entrapping nature of digital infrastructures. It also discusses
new urbanized forms of migrant detention, the relation between prisons and homelessness, the use
of carceral metaphors in the everyday, and the carceral implications of the uneven distribution of
climate risk across the globe. The volume brings together work from scholars across the world and
from a variety of disciplines in the social sciences and humanities, offering a fresh approach to the
carceral as a central vector in modern life.

by night in chile picador: Roberto Bolano as World Literature Nicholas Birns, Juan E. De



Castro, 2017-01-26 Roberto Bolano as World Literature provides an introduction to the Chilean
novelist that highlights his connections with classic and contemporary masters of world literature
and his investigation of topics of international interest, such as the rise of rightwing and neofascist
movements during the last decades of the 20th century. But this anthology also shows how Roberto
Bolafio's participation in world literature is informed in his experiences, identity, and, more
generally, cultural location as a Chilean, Latin American and, more generally, Hispanic writer and
man. This book provides a corrective to readings of his novels as exclusively postmodern or as
unproblematically representative of Chilean or Latin American reality. Roberto Bolafio as World
Literature thus helps readers to better understand such complex works as his monumental global
five-part masterpiece 2666, his Chilean novels (Distant Star, By Night in Chile), and his Mexican
narratives (Amulet, The Savage Detectives), among other works.

by night in chile picador: Roberto Bola®0o as World Literature Nicholas Birns, Juan E. De
Castro, 2017-01-26 Roberto Bola€o as World Literature provides an introduction to the Chilean
novelist that highlights his connections with classic and contemporary masters of world literature
and his investigation of topics of international interest, such as the rise of rightwing and neofascist
movements during the last decades of the 20th century. But this anthology also shows how Roberto
Bola®o's participation in world literature is informed in his experiences, identity, and, more
generally, cultural location as a Chilean, Latin American and, more generally, Hispanic writer and
man. This book provides a corrective to readings of his novels as exclusively postmodern or as
unproblematically representative of Chilean or Latin American reality. Roberto Bola€o as World
Literature thus helps readers to better understand such complex works as his monumental global
five-part masterpiece 2666, his Chilean novels (Distant Star, By Night in Chile), and his Mexican
narratives (Amulet, The Savage Detectives), among other works.

by night in chile picador: Organization 2666 Christian De Cock, Damian O’Doherty,
Christian Huber, Sine N. Just, 2020-06-15 Climate - Chaos - Trump - Brexit - Terror: the apocalypse
looms large in the Zeitgeist. Could and should this not provide the fulcrum for renewing the
imaginative range of organization studies? In this volume, we bring together scholars who have
taken Roberto Bolafho’s visionary novel 2666 as a starting point for reflections, provocations, and
challenges to established imaginaries. How can we cultivate and develop our attention to the violent
organization of the world without reproducing more violence? Contributors to this edited volume
take on this challenge as they seek to break through the various blind spots in the discipline of
management and organization studies. Bolafio’s work opens up hidden and fantastic dimensions in
organization and provides alternative spaces and associations for new and bold organizational
thinking. Variously disturbing, self-destructive, and abyssal, these essays reflect “that something
that terrifies us all” as Bolano wrote, “that something that cows and spurs us on”. We call this
something Organization 2666.

by night in chile picador: Latin American Culture and the Limits of the Human Lucy
Bollington, Paul Merchant, 2020-03-18 This volume explores works from Latin American literary and
visual culture that question what it means to be human and examine the ways humans and
nonhumans shape one another. In doing so, it provides new perspectives on how the region
challenges and adds to global conversations about humanism and the posthuman. Contributors
identify posthumanist themes across a range of different materials, including an anecdote about a
plague of rabbits in Historia de las Indias by Spanish historian Bartolomé de las Casas, photography
depicting desert landscapes at the site of Brazil’'s War of Canudos, and digital and installation art
portraying victims of state-sponsored and drug violence in Colombia and Mexico. The essays
illuminate how these cultural texts broach the limits between life and death, human and animal,
technology and the body, and people and the environment. They also show that these works use the
category of the human to address issues related to race, gender, inequality, necropolitics, human
rights, and the role of the environment. Latin American Culture and the Limits of the Human
demonstrates that by focusing on the boundary between the human and nonhuman, writers, artists,
and scholars can open up new dimensions to debates about identity and difference, the local and the



global, and colonialism and power. Contributors: Natalia Aguilar Vasquez | Emily Baker | Lucy
Bollington | Liliana Chavez Diaz | Carlos Fonseca | Niall H.D. Geraghty | Edward King | Rebecca
Kosick | Nicole Delia Legnani | Paul Merchant | Joanna Page | Joey Whitfield

by night in chile picador: 38 Londres Street Philippe Sands, 2025-10-07 In this intimate
legal and historical detective story, the world-renowned lawyer and acclaimed author of East West
Street traces the footsteps of two of the twentieth century’s most merciless criminals—accused of
genocide and crimes against humanity—testing the limits of immunity and impunity after
Nuremberg. “Though nearly a decade in the making, this book could not arrive at a better time,
because its subject is one of the most pressing themes of our era: impunity. . . . Sands has created an
indelible and enthralling work of moral witness.” —Patrick Radden Keefe, author of Say Nothing On
the evening of October 16, 1998, Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet was arrested at a medical clinic
in London. After a brutal, seventeen-year reign marked by assassinations, disappearances, and
torture—frequently tied to the infamous detention center at the heart of Santiago, Londres
38—Pinochet was being indicted for international crimes and extradition to Spain, opening the door
to criminal charges that would follow him to the grave, in 2006. Three decades earlier, on the
evening of December 3, 1962, SS-Commander Walter Rauff was arrested in his home in Punta
Arenas, at the southern tip of Chile. As the overseer of the development and use of gas vans in World
War I, he was indicted for the mass murder of tens of thousands of Jews and faced extradition to
West Germany. Would these uncommon criminals be held accountable? Were their stories
connected? The Nuremberg Trials—where Rauff’s crimes had first been read into the record, in
1945—opened the door to universal jurisdiction, and Pinochet's case would be the first effort to
ensnare a former head of state. In this unique blend of memoir, courtroom drama, and travelogue,
Philippe Sands gives us a front row seat to the Pinochet trial—where he acted as a barrister for
Human Rights Watch—and teases out the dictator’s unexpected connection to a leading Nazi who
ended up managing a king crab cannery in Patagonia. A decade-long journey exposes the chilling
truth behind the lives of two men and their intertwined destinies on 38 Londres Street.

by night in chile picador: The Broadview Pocket Guide to Citation and Documentation -
Second Edition Maureen Okun, Nora Ruddock, 2016-08-30 Compact and convenient, The Broadview
Pocket Guide to Citation and Documentation includes information on MLA, APA, Chicago, and CSE
styles of citation and documentation. The second edition has been fully updated to reflect the 2016
revisions to the MLA style of documentation. A wide range of examples are provided throughout the
book, and full sample essays in both MLA and APA styles are also included. The book discusses
summary and paraphrase as well as direct quotation, and includes an extensive treatment of how to
integrate quoted material into the text of an academic paper. There is coverage too of what
constitutes plagiarism—and how to avoid it.

by night in chile picador: Writing Wrongs Robert M. Martin, 2017-12-18 Writing Wrongs is a
concise and thoughtful guide to common errors in English. It covers frequently confused and
misused words along with problems of grammar, punctuation, and style, and offers a brief and
up-to-date guide to major citation styles. Though it provides guidelines and recommendations for
usage, Writing Wrongs acknowledges the evolution of language over time and the fact that different
contexts have different rules—it is not narrowly prescriptive. A friendly, flexible, and easy-to-read
reference, Writing Wrongs will be useful to students and general readers alike.

by night in chile picador: Latin America and the Origins of Its Twenty-First Century
Michael Monteon, 2009-12-30 Latin American societies were created as pre-industrial colonies, that
is, peoples whose cultures and racial makeup were largely determined by having been conquered by
Spain or Portugal. In all these societies, a colonial heritage created political and social attitudes that
were not conducive to the construction of democratic civil societies. And yet, Latin America has a
public life--not merely governments, but citizens who are actively involved in trying to improve the
lives and welfare of their populations. Monteon focuses on the relation of people's lifestyles to the
evolving pattern of power relations in the region. Much more than a basic description of how people
lived, this book melds social history, politics, and economics into one, creating a full picture of Latin



American life. There are two poles or markers in the narrative about people's lives: the cities and the
countryside. Cities have usually been the political and cultural centers of life, from the conquest to
the present. Monteon concentrates on cities in each chronological period, allowing the narrative to
explain the change from a religiously-centered life to the secular customs of today, from an urban
form organized about a central plaza and based on walking, to one dominated by the automobile and
its traffic. Each chapter relates the connections between the city and its countryside, and explains
the realities of rural life. Also discussed are customs, diets, games and sports, courting and
marriage, and how people work.

by night in chile picador: Things with a History Héctor Hoyos, 2019-10-29 Can rubber trees,
silicone dolls, corpses, soil, subatomic particles, designer shoes, and discarded computers become
the protagonists of contemporary literature—and what does this tell us about the relationship
between humans and objects? In Things with a History, Héctor Hoyos argues that the roles of
objects in recent Latin American fiction offer a way to integrate materialisms old and new,
transforming our understanding of how things shape social and political relations. Discussing
contemporary authors including Roberto Bolafio, Ariel Magnus, César Aira, and Blanca Wiethiichter
as well as classic writers such as Fernando Ortiz and José Eustasio Rivera, Hoyos considers how
Latin American literature has cast things as repositories of history, with an emphasis on the radically
transformed circulation of artifacts under globalization. He traces a tradition of thought,
transcultural materialism, that draws from the capacity of literary language to defamiliarize our
place within the tangible world. Hoyos contrasts new materialisms with historical-materialist
approaches, exposing how recent tendencies sometimes sidestep concepts such as primitive
accumulation, commodity fetishism, and conspicuous consumption, which have been central to Latin
American history and literature. He contends that an integrative approach informed by both
historical and new materialisms can balance seeing things as a means to reveal the true nature of
social relations with appraisals of things in their autonomy. Things with a History simultaneously
offers a sweeping account of the material turn in recent Latin American culture and reinvigorates
social theory and cultural critique.

by night in chile picador: Hyperbolic Realism Samir Sellami, 2024-01-11 What comes after
postmodernism in literature? Hyperbolic Realism engages the contradiction that while it remains
impossible to present a full picture of the world, assessing reality from a planetary perspective is
now more than ever an ethical obligation for contemporary literature. The book thus examines the
hyperbolic forms and features of Thomas Pynchon's Against the Day and Roberto Bolafio's 2666 -
their discursive and material abundance, excessive fictionality, close intertwining of fantastic and
historical genres, narrative doubt and spiraling uncertainty - which are deployed not as an escape
from, but a plunge into reality. Faced with a reality in a permanent state of exception, Pynchon and
Bolafio react to the excesses and distortions of the modern age with a new poetic and aesthetic
paradigm that rejects both the naive illusion of a return to the real and the self-enclosed artificiality
of classical postmodern writing: hyperbolic realism.

by night in chile picador: Ezra Pound and the Spanish World Viorica Patea, John Gery,
Walter Baumann, 2024-04-26 This collection offers for the first time criticism, biographical essays,
analysis, translation studies, and reminiscences of Ezra Pound’s extensive interaction with Spain and
Spanish culture, from his earliest visits to Spain in 1902 and 1906 and his study of significant
Spanish writers to the dedication of the first monument erected anywhere to Pound in the small
Spanish village of Medinaceli in 1973. Divided into two sections, Part One: “ON EZRA POUND AND
THE SPANISH WORLD” includes a general introduction on Pound’s lifelong involvement with Spain,
together with chapters on Pound’s study of classical Spanish literature, the Spanish dimension in
The Cantos, Pound’s contemporary Spanish connections, and his legacy in contemporary Spanish
letters. Part Two: “EZRA POUND AND THE SPANISH WORLD: A READER,” then gathers for the
first time Pound’s own writings (postcards, letters, and essays) concerning Spain and Spanish
writers, as well as his correspondence with Spanish poets Miguel de Unamuno and Juan Ramoén
Jiménez and with José Vazquez Amaral, the first Spanish translator of The Cantos in its entirety. The



volume includes reminiscences by Spanish Novisimos poets, Antonio Colinas and Jaime Siles, written
explicitly for this collection. Besides providing a thorough exploration into Pound’s engagement with
Spain, this volume pays homage to Pound’s considerable influence on Spanish culture.

by night in chile picador: Roberto Bolafio, a Less Distant Star I. Ldpez-Calvo, 2015-03-04
Roberto Bolafio has attained an almost mythical stature and is often considered the most influential
Latin American writer of his generation. The first English-language volume of essays on the Chilean
author, Roberto Bolafio, a Less Distant Star: Critical Essays, includes ten critical essays of his
oeuvre. With a special emphasis on his masterpieces: 2666, The Savage Detectives, By Night in
Chile, and Distant Star, the essays address topics such as Borges's influence and the role of
repetition, social memory, allegory, and neoliberalism.
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