
black af history book
black af history book represents a powerful exploration of African American history, culture, and
identity through a contemporary and unapologetic lens. This term often refers to works that delve
deeply into the nuanced experiences of Black individuals, highlighting significant moments and
figures that have shaped the narrative of Black history in America and beyond. In this article, the
significance of a black af history book will be examined, alongside its impact on education, culture,
and social awareness. Readers will gain insight into the relevance of such books in today's society,
the themes commonly addressed, and recommendations for notable titles that embody this genre.
This comprehensive discussion aims to illuminate how black af history books serve as essential
resources for understanding the complexities and richness of Black heritage. Below is a detailed table
of contents outlining the main topics covered in this article.
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The Importance of a Black AF History Book
A black af history book plays a crucial role in preserving and promoting the history and culture of
Black communities. These books offer an unfiltered look at the struggles, triumphs, and everyday
lives of Black people, often challenging mainstream narratives that have historically marginalized or
overlooked their contributions. By focusing on authentic voices and experiences, black af history
books provide a platform for empowerment and education.

Preserving Cultural Identity
Black af history books serve as vital tools in preserving cultural identity by documenting stories that
may otherwise be lost or erased. They capture the rich traditions, languages, and customs that define
Black heritage, ensuring that future generations can connect with their roots and understand their
place in history.

Correcting Historical Inaccuracies
Many black af history books aim to rectify inaccuracies and omissions prevalent in traditional
historical accounts. They present facts and narratives that counteract stereotypes and
misinformation, fostering a more accurate and comprehensive understanding of Black history.



Key Themes Explored in Black AF History Books
The themes within black af history books are diverse, reflecting the multifaceted experiences of Black
individuals throughout history. These themes often intersect with issues of race, identity, resistance,
and resilience, providing readers with a nuanced perspective on Black life.

Resistance and Activism
One of the predominant themes is the history of resistance and activism against systemic oppression.
Many black af history books highlight the efforts of Black leaders and communities who have fought
for civil rights, equality, and justice across centuries.

Cultural Expression and Creativity
Cultural expression through art, music, literature, and spirituality is another central theme. These
books celebrate the creativity and innovation that have emerged from Black experiences, showcasing
how culture has been a form of survival and empowerment.

Intersectionality and Identity
Black af history books often explore the complexities of identity, including intersections with gender,
sexuality, class, and nationality. This approach acknowledges the varied and layered realities within
Black communities.

Notable Black AF History Books to Read
Several black af history books have gained acclaim for their insightful and impactful content. These
works are essential reading for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of Black history and culture.

"The Warmth of Other Suns" by Isabel Wilkerson – A detailed account of the Great Migration
and its effects on Black America.

"Between the World and Me" by Ta-Nehisi Coates – A profound letter addressing the realities
of being Black in America.

"Stamped from the Beginning" by Ibram X. Kendi – A comprehensive history of racist ideas
in America and how they have evolved.

"Black Against Empire" by Joshua Bloom and Waldo E. Martin Jr. – An analysis of the Black
Panther Party's impact on American politics and society.

"Sister Outsider" by Audre Lorde – A collection of essays and speeches exploring
intersectionality and Black feminist thought.



Impact on Education and Social Awareness
Incorporating black af history books into educational curricula and public discourse has a profound
impact on social awareness and cultural competency. These books challenge learners to confront
uncomfortable truths and inspire critical thinking about race relations and social justice.

Enhancing Curriculum Diversity
Black af history books contribute to diversifying educational materials, offering students perspectives
that extend beyond Eurocentric narratives. This inclusion promotes empathy, respect, and a more
accurate grasp of history’s complexities.

Fostering Dialogue and Understanding
These books encourage open dialogue about systemic racism, identity, and cultural heritage. By
engaging with black af history books, readers and communities can build bridges of understanding
and work toward a more equitable society.

How to Choose the Right Black AF History Book
Selecting the appropriate black af history book depends on the reader’s interests, educational goals,
and background knowledge. Consideration of the book’s focus, author perspective, and accessibility is
essential for a meaningful reading experience.

Identify Personal or Educational Objectives
Determining whether the goal is to learn about specific historical events, cultural movements, or
contemporary issues will guide the choice of book. Some works provide broad historical overviews,
while others concentrate on particular themes or biographies.

Evaluate Author Credentials and Perspectives
Evaluating the author’s background, expertise, and perspective ensures the chosen book offers
credible and insightful content. Diverse voices within the genre also provide a richer understanding of
Black history.

Consider Reading Level and Style
The complexity of language and presentation style can affect comprehension and engagement.
Selecting a book that matches the reader’s level and preferences promotes a more enjoyable and
educational experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Black AF History Book' about?
The 'Black AF History Book' is a publication that highlights significant events, figures, and
contributions of Black individuals throughout history, aiming to educate and celebrate Black culture
and achievements.

Who is the author of the 'Black AF History Book'?
The author of the 'Black AF History Book' is typically credited to a team or a particular historian, but it
is important to check the specific edition or publisher for accurate author information.

Why is the 'Black AF History Book' considered important?
The book is important because it provides representation, educates readers about Black history often
overlooked in traditional curricula, and promotes awareness and appreciation of Black heritage.

Where can I buy the 'Black AF History Book'?
The 'Black AF History Book' is available for purchase on major online retailers like Amazon, Barnes &
Noble, and sometimes directly from the publisher's website.

Is the 'Black AF History Book' suitable for children?
Many versions of the 'Black AF History Book' are designed to be accessible for young readers, but the
suitability depends on the edition; some versions may be geared towards adults with more detailed
content.

Does the 'Black AF History Book' include contemporary Black
figures?
Yes, the book often includes both historical and contemporary Black figures, highlighting ongoing
contributions and achievements in various fields.

How does the 'Black AF History Book' differ from traditional
Black history books?
The 'Black AF History Book' typically adopts a modern, bold, and engaging style, often incorporating
humor and contemporary language to make Black history more relatable and appealing to younger
audiences.

Additional Resources
1. “The Souls of Black Folk” by W.E.B. Du Bois
This seminal work, first published in 1903, is a cornerstone of African American literature and history.



Du Bois explores the concept of "double consciousness" and the struggles of African Americans in
post-Civil War America. The book combines history, sociology, and personal reflection to illuminate
the Black experience in the United States.

2. “Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America” by Ibram X. Kendi
Kendi provides a comprehensive history of racist ideas in the United States, tracing their origins and
evolution from colonial times to the present. This book offers a powerful analysis of how systemic
racism has shaped American society and policies. It is both a historical account and a call to action
against racism.

3. “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration” by Isabel Wilkerson
Wilkerson chronicles the migration of Black Americans from the rural South to cities across the United
States between 1915 and 1970. Through detailed narratives of three individuals, the book reveals the
social, economic, and cultural impact of this mass movement. It highlights the resilience and
determination of those who sought better lives.

4. “Black Boy” by Richard Wright
An autobiographical account of Wright’s early life in the South during the Jim Crow era, this book
explores themes of racial discrimination, identity, and the quest for freedom. It offers a stark and
powerful portrayal of the challenges faced by Black Americans in a segregated society. Wright’s
narrative is both personal and emblematic of broader Black experiences.

5. “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness” by Michelle Alexander
Alexander’s groundbreaking book examines the systemic racial biases within the American criminal
justice system. She argues that mass incarceration functions as a modern system of racial control,
akin to the Jim Crow laws of the past. The book challenges readers to reconsider notions of justice and
equality in contemporary America.

6. “Their Eyes Were Watching God” by Zora Neale Hurston
This classic novel, while fictional, deeply reflects African American culture and history in the early
20th century South. It follows Janie Crawford’s journey toward self-discovery and empowerment amid
the constraints of race and gender. Hurston’s rich storytelling preserves and celebrates Black folklore
and heritage.

7. “The Autobiography of Malcolm X” as told to Alex Haley
This powerful memoir details the life of Malcolm X, a prominent figure in the struggle for Black
empowerment and civil rights. The book covers his transformation from a troubled youth to a dynamic
leader advocating for racial justice and self-determination. It provides insight into the complexities of
race relations in America during the mid-20th century.

8. “African American History: A Journey of Liberation” by Paul Finkelman
Finkelman offers a concise yet thorough overview of African American history from slavery through
the civil rights movement and into the modern era. The book highlights key events, figures, and
movements that have shaped Black experiences and contributions in America. It serves as an
accessible introduction for readers seeking to understand this vital history.

9. “Black Panther: The Revolutionary Art of Emory Douglas” by Emory Douglas
This book showcases the powerful artwork of Emory Douglas, the Minister of Culture for the Black
Panther Party. Douglas’s art was instrumental in communicating the party’s messages of resistance,
empowerment, and social justice during the 1960s and 70s. The collection includes vibrant visuals
alongside historical context, reflecting the intersection of art and activism in Black history.
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  black af history book: Black AF History Michael Harriot, 2023-09-19 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER * NAACP IMAGE AWARD NOMINEE * AMAZON'S TOP 20 HISTORY BOOKS OF 2023
* B&N BEST OF EDUCATIONAL HISTORY * THE ROOT'S BEST BOOKS OF 2023 * CHICAGO
PUBLIC LIBRARY FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2023 From acclaimed columnist and political commentator
Michael Harriot, a searingly smart and bitingly hilarious retelling of American history that corrects
the record and showcases the perspectives and experiences of Black Americans. America’s
backstory is a whitewashed mythology implanted in our collective memory. It is the story of the
pilgrims on the Mayflower building a new nation. It is George Washington’s cherry tree and
Abraham Lincoln’s log cabin. It is the fantastic tale of slaves that spontaneously teleported
themselves here with nothing but strong backs and negro spirituals. It is a sugarcoated legend based
on an almost true story. It should come as no surprise that the dominant narrative of American
history is blighted with errors and oversights—after all, history books were written by white men
with their perspectives at the forefront. It could even be said that the devaluation and erasure of the
Black experience is as American as apple pie. In Black AF History, Michael Harriot presents a more
accurate version of American history. Combining unapologetically provocative storytelling with
meticulous research based on primary sources as well as the work of pioneering Black historians,
scholars, and journalists, Harriot removes the white sugarcoating from the American story, placing
Black people squarely at the center. With incisive wit, Harriot speaks hilarious truth to oppressive
power, subverting conventional historical narratives with little-known stories about the experiences
of Black Americans. From the African Americans who arrived before 1619 to the unenslavable bandit
who inspired America’s first police force, this long overdue corrective provides a revealing look into
our past that is as urgent as it is necessary. For too long, we have refused to acknowledge that
American history is white history. Not this one. This history is Black AF.
  black af history book: Summary of Michael Harriot's Black AF History Milkyway Media,
2025-06-10 Buy now to get the main key ideas from Michael Harriot's Black AF History Michael
Harriot’s Black AF History (2023) reexamines American history through a Black-centric lens,
exposing myths and revealing overlooked truths. Blending personal stories with historical research,
the award-winning journalist uncovers the systemic racism that has existed since America's earliest
days. Harriot highlights Black resilience, rebellion, and culture, challenging whitewashed narratives.
Key themes include the roots of slavery, the economic theft of Black labor, the erasure of Black
women’s leadership, and ongoing political suppression. Harriot reframes US history not as a tale of
progress, but as a struggle for Black liberation and truth.
  black af history book: A Detailed History on the Trans-Atlantic African Slave Trade Oswald
Woode, 2023-11-22 This African slave trade history is a detailed account of Africa's slave history that
started in the fifteenth century. It was started by the southern European Portuguese monarchs, the
family of royal lineages. Portugal's golden age of discovery in sea exploration led Portugal to Africa
by sea by the 1430s. Then later, in 1492, Christopher Columbus accidentally landed on the Native
Indian American continent. Columbus's trip was sponsored by Spanish royal families. That was the
period when the Roman Catholic nations, Portugal and Spain, were the dominant European nations.
Spain liberated her whole territory from Islamic occupation in late 1400s. The Catholic Church was
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also very involved in signing treaties with their Roman Catholic spheres of influence nations. By
then, Portugal already monopolized the African trade in African goods and human slave trade in the
Portuguese-dominated African territories. Portugal first started shipping the African slaves to
Europe. With Spain's possession of the Americas, this changed the African slave trade greatly. The
American territory promoted the biggest international African slave trade and economic gains for
European prosperity to this day. By the sixteenth century, Catholic religious theocracy became
challenged by other northern European powers. The reformation movement in northern Europe led
to the breaking away by northern European realms from the dominant Catholic religion and
established their Protestant Christian religions. These new emerging northern European realms also
challenged Portugal's domination and grip of Africa's territories and Africa's slave trade and goods.
Based on the treaties signed between Portugal and Spain by Catholic popes, Portugal was supplying
the slaves, and Spain was procuring and shipping the African slaves from Portugal's control and
forced African slave labor to develop Spain's Americas through extended overseas colonies, and
Portugal's Brazil new colony. Meanwhile, Spain's takeover was contracting with European
mercenaries the conquistadors to capture the American land from the Native Indians, the original
occupiers of the Americas. The paradigm or blueprint of this African slave trade pattern already
established by the Portuguese was later replicated by other European realms in Africa and the
Americas, and they continued the lucrative African slave trade for more than two hundred years. The
establishing of extended overseas territories or colonies by Europeans to build their economies both
at home in Europe and the Americas using forced African labor, goods, and repatriation of European
colonists to establish the new overseas extended to the Americas. This book is information rich with
the African slave trade history dynamics, the European realms, names of monarchs that participated,
European slave wars, rivalries, slave laws, European merchants, African noblemen and merchants,
slave ships, religions, European and African rituals, Main African territories, overseas sea routes
used, African chiefs, merchants, European slave ships, ship captains' accounts, numbers of slaves
shipped per trip, goods exchanged, major African tribes, stories of names of slave warriors, slave
contracts, European slave treaties, African slave harbors, slave rebellions on land, on ships, the
making of American colonies, America's Independence and Latin American countries, the making of
the first British Crown, Freed slaves returned to the colony of Province of Freedom, Sierra Leone,
etc.
  black af history book: The African Diaspora and the Disciplines Tejumola Olaniyan, James
Hoke Sweet, 2010 Focusing on the problems and conflicts of doing African diaspora research from
various disciplinary perspectives, these essays situate, describe, and reflect on the current practice
of diaspora scholarship. Tejumola Olaniyan, James H. Sweet, and the international group of
contributors assembled here seek to enlarge understanding of how the diaspora is conceived and
explore possibilities for the future of its study. With the aim of initiating interdisciplinary dialogue on
the practice of African diaspora studies, they emphasize learning from new perspectives that take
advantage of intersections between disciplines. Ultimately, they advocate a fuller sense of what it
means to study the African diaspora in a truly global way.
  black af history book: The Devil at His Elbow Valerie Bauerlein, 2025-06-03 INSTANT NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The definitive account of the Murdaugh murders. Forget the
podcasts, the TV specials, and the documentaries—this is the version of the story you’ll want to read.
And once you pick it up, you won’t be able to put it down.”—John Carreyrou, Pulitzer Prize winner
and bestselling author of Bad Blood Power, privilege, and blood—this is the true story of Alex
Murdaugh’s violent downfall, from a veteran Wall Street Journal reporter who has become an
authority on the case. Alex Murdaugh was a benevolent dictator—the president of the South
Carolina trial lawyers’ association, a political boss, a part-time prosecutor, and a partner in his
family’s law firm. He was always ready with a favor, a drink, and an invitation to Moselle, his
family’s 1,700-acre hunting estate. The Murdaugh name ignited respect—and fear—for a hundred
miles. When he murdered his wife, Maggie, and son Paul at Moselle on a dark summer night, the
fragile façade of Alex’s world could no longer hold. His forefathers had covered up a midnight



suicide at a remote railroad crossing, a bootlegging ring run from a courthouse, and the attempted
murder of a pregnant lover. Alex, too, almost walked away from his unspeakable crimes with his
reputation intact, but his downfall was secured by a twist of fate, some stray mistakes, and a fateful
decision by an old friend who’d finally seen enough. Why would a man who had everything kill his
wife and grown son? To unwind the roots of Alex’s ruin, award-winning journalist Valerie Bauerlein
reported not just from the courthouse every day but also along the backroads and through the tidal
marshes of South Carolina’s Lowcountry. When the jurors made their pilgrimage to the crime scene,
trying to envision Maggie and Paul’s last moments, she walked right behind them, sensing the
ghosts that haunt the Murdaughs’ now-shattered legacy. Through masterful research and cinematic
writing, The Devil at His Elbow is a transporting journey through Alex’s life, the night of the
murders, and the investigation that culminated in a trial that held tens of millions spellbound. With
her stunning insights and fearless instinct for the truth, Bauerlein uncovers layers of the Murdaugh
murder case that have not been told.
  black af history book: Critical Conversations Niko Merritt, 2024
  black af history book: Black and Slave David M. Goldenberg, 2017-05-22 Studies of the Curse
of Ham, the belief that the Bible consigned blacks to everlasting servitude, confuse and conflate two
separate origins stories (etiologies), one of black skin and the other of black slavery. This work
unravels the etiologies and shows how the Curse, an etiology of black slavery, evolved from an
earlier etiology explaining the existence of dark-skinned people. We see when, where, why, and how
an original mythic tale of black origins morphed into a story of the origins of black slavery, and how,
in turn, the second then supplanted the first as an explanation for black skin. In the process we see
how formulations of the Curse changed over time, depending on the historical and social contexts,
reflecting and refashioning the way blackness and blacks were perceived. In particular, two
significant developments are uncovered. First, a curse of slavery, originally said to affect various
dark-skinned peoples, was eventually applied most commonly to black Africans. Second, blackness,
originally incidental to the curse, in time became part of the curse itself. Dark skin now became an
intentional marker of servitude, the visible sign of the blacks’ degradation, and in the process
deprecating black skin itself.
  black af history book: Encyclopedia of African History 3-Volume Set KEVIN SHILLINGTON.,
2005
  black af history book: Department of State Publication , 1980
  black af history book: Sub-Saharan Africa and the United States Gilbert Edward Clark,
1980
  black af history book: Imagining Home Sidney J. Lemelle, Robin D.G. Kelley, 1994-12-17 This
collection of original essays brilliantly interrogates the often ambivalent place of Africa in the
imaginations, cultures and politics of its “New World” descendants. Combining literary analysis,
history, biography, cultural studies, critical theory and politics, Imagining Home offers a fresh and
creative approach to the history of Pan-Africanism and diasporic movements. A critical part of the
book’s overall project is an examination of the legal, educational and political institutions and
structures of domination over Africa and the African diaspora. Class and gender are placed at center
stage alongside race in the exploration of how the discourses and practices of Pan-Africanism have
been shaped. Other issues raised include the myriad ways in which grassroots religious and cultural
movements informed Pan-Africanist political organizations; the role of African, African-American and
Caribbean intellectuals in the formation of Pan-African thought—including W.E.B. DuBois, C.L.R.
James and Adelaide Casely Hayford; the historical, ideological and institutional connections between
African-Americans and South Africans; and the problems and prospects of Pan-Africanism as an
emancipatory strategy for black people throughout the Atlantic.
  black af history book: Merriam-Webster's Encyclopedia of Literature Merriam-Webster,
Inc, 1995 Describes authors, works, and literary terms from all eras and all parts of the world.
  black af history book: The Negro Almanac Harry A. Ploski, Warren Marr, 1976
  black af history book: AF Press Clips , 1990-04



  black af history book: The Princeton Handbook of World Poetries Roland Greene, Stephen
Cushman, 2016-11-22 An authoritative and comprehensive guide to poetry throughout the world The
Princeton Handbook of World Poetries—drawn from the latest edition of the acclaimed Princeton
Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics—provides a comprehensive and authoritative survey of the
history and practice of poetry in more than 100 major regional, national, and diasporic literatures
and language traditions around the globe. With more than 165 entries, the book combines broad
overviews and focused accounts to give extensive coverage of poetic traditions throughout the
world. For students, teachers, researchers, poets, and other readers, it supplies a one-of-a-kind
resource, offering in-depth treatment of Indo-European poetries (all the major Celtic, Slavic,
Germanic, and Romance languages, and others); ancient Middle Eastern poetries (Hebrew, Persian,
Sumerian, and Assyro-Babylonian); subcontinental Indian poetries (Bengali, Hindi, Marathi, Punjabi,
Sanskrit, Tamil, Urdu, and more); Asian and Pacific poetries (Chinese, Japanese, Korean,
Vietnamese, Mongolian, Nepalese, Thai, and Tibetan); Spanish American poetries (those of Mexico,
Peru, Argentina, Chile, and many other Latin American countries); indigenous American poetries
(Guaraní, Inuit, and Navajo); and African poetries (those of Ethiopia, Somalia, South Africa, and
other countries, and including African languages, English, French, and Portuguese). Complete with
an introduction by the editors, this is an essential volume for anyone interested in understanding
poetry in an international context. Drawn from the latest edition of the acclaimed Princeton
Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics Provides more than 165 authoritative entries on poetry in more
than 100 regional, national, and diasporic literatures and language traditions throughout the world
Features extensive coverage of non-Western poetic traditions Includes an introduction,
bibliographies, cross-references, and a general index
  black af history book: Resources in Education , 1999-10
  black af history book: Educating African Immigrant Youth Vaughn W. M. Watson, Michelle G.
Knight-Manuel, Patriann Smith, 2024 This book illuminates emerging perspectives and possibilities
of the vibrant schooling and civic lives of Black African youth and communities in the United States,
Canada, and globally. Chapters present key research on how to develop and enact teaching
methodologies and research approaches that support Black African immigrant and refugee students.
The contributors illuminate contours of the Framework for Educating African Immigrant Youth
which focuses on four complementary approaches for teaching and learning: emboldening tellings of
diaspora narratives; navigating pasts, presence, and futures of teaching and learning; enacting
social civic literacies to extend complex identities; and affirming and extending cultural, heritage,
and embodied knowledges, languages, and practices. The frameworks and practices will strengthen
how educators address the interplay of identities presented by African, and by extension, Black
immigrant populations. Disciplinary perspectives include literacy and language, social studies,
civics, mathematics, and higher education; university and community partnerships; teacher
education; global and comparative education, and after-school initiatives. Contributors: Susan Akello
Ogwal, Sibel Akin-Sabuncu, Irteza Anwara Mohyuddi, OreOluwa Badaki, Joel Berends, Jasmine L.
Blanks Jones, David Bwire, Nyimasata Damba Danjo, Liv T. D�vila, Priscila Dias Corr�a, Maryann J.
Dreas-Shaikha, Patrick Keegan, Dinamic Kubangana, James Alan Oloo, Lakeya Omogun, Oyemolade
Osibodu, Natacha Roberts.
  black af history book: West Africa , 1998
  black af history book: Isaac's Song Daniel Black, 2025-01-14 *A Washington Post Best Book
of January 2025* *A Book of the Month Pick for January 2025* *From the Viral Clark Atlanta
University Commencement Speaker* *From the Georgia Author of the Year Award Winner* “Isaac's
Song is the lullaby we all need and the healing balm for generations to come.” —JOYCE WHITE,
author of Ecology, Spirituality, and Cosmology in Edwidge Danticat The beloved author of Don’t Cry
for Me and Perfect Peace returns with a poignant, emotionally exuberant novel about a young queer
Black man finding his voice in 1980s Chicago Isaac is at a crossroads in his young life. Growing up in
Missouri, the son of a caustic, hard-driving father, he was conditioned to suppress his artistic
pursuits and physical desires. But now, in late ’80s Chicago, Isaac has finally carved out a life of his



own and built up the courage to seek out a community. Yet just as he begins to embrace who he is,
two social catalysts—the AIDS crisis and Rodney King’s attack—collectively extinguish his
hard-earned joy. At a therapist’s encouragement, Isaac begins to write down his story. As he taps
into his creative energy, he commences a journey back to his family, his ancestral home in Arkansas
and the inherited trauma of the past. But a surprise discovery will either unlock the truths he’s
seeking or threaten to derail the life he’s fought so hard to claim. Poignant, sweeping, and
luminously told, Isaac's Song is a return to the beloved characters of Don’t Cry for Me and a
high-water mark in the career of an award-winning author.
  black af history book: The ancient history ... The ninth edition, etc Charles Rollin, 1803
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