
biblical conquest

biblical conquest refers to the series of military campaigns and territorial expansions described in
the Bible, particularly in the Old Testament. These conquests often involved the Israelites’ entry into
the Promised Land, battles against indigenous peoples, and the establishment of a nation under
divine guidance. The biblical conquest narratives provide insight into the historical, theological, and
cultural contexts of ancient Israel and its neighbors. Understanding these events requires examining
their historical background, the key figures involved, and the theological implications. This article
explores the main biblical conquests, the strategies and outcomes of these campaigns, and their
significance in biblical scholarship and religious tradition.
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Historical Context of Biblical Conquest

The historical context of biblical conquest is essential for understanding the narratives found
primarily in the Old Testament books such as Joshua, Judges, and 1 Samuel. These accounts describe
the Israelites’ journey from slavery in Egypt to establishing themselves in Canaan, the land promised
to their ancestors. This period is generally situated in the Late Bronze Age to the early Iron Age, a
time characterized by shifting political powers, city-states, and tribal confederations in the ancient
Near East.

Geopolitical Landscape of the Ancient Near East

The ancient Near East was a complex region composed of various city-states, kingdoms, and
empires, including Egypt, the Hittites, and Mesopotamian powers. Canaan, the focus of biblical
conquest, was a land of diverse peoples and cultures with fortified cities and established trade
routes. The contest for control over this region was influenced by economic interests, religious
motivations, and military prowess.



Archaeological Evidence and Historical Debate

Archaeology has played a significant role in investigating the historical accuracy of biblical conquest
narratives. Excavations at key sites such as Jericho, Ai, and Hazor have revealed destruction layers
and settlement patterns that contribute to academic discussions. However, scholars debate the
extent to which the biblical accounts reflect historical events versus theological or literary
constructs.

Major Biblical Conquests and Campaigns

Several key campaigns are chronicled in the Bible as part of the biblical conquest story. These
include the initial crossing of the Jordan River, the fall of Jericho, and subsequent battles that led to
Israelite control over Canaan. Each campaign highlights different aspects of divine intervention,
leadership, and the challenges of establishing a new homeland.

The Crossing of the Jordan River

The crossing of the Jordan River marks the beginning of the biblical conquest. Under Joshua’s
leadership, the Israelites miraculously cross the river, symbolizing a transition from wandering in
the wilderness to entering the Promised Land. This event sets the stage for the military campaigns
that follow and demonstrates the theme of divine guidance.

The Battle and Fall of Jericho

One of the most famous episodes in biblical conquest is the siege and destruction of Jericho.
According to the narrative, the Israelites marched around the city for seven days before the walls
collapsed following a trumpet blast. This victory is portrayed as a direct result of obedience to God’s
command and serves as a pivotal moment in the conquest.

Subsequent Campaigns and Conquests

Following Jericho, the Israelites engaged in numerous battles to secure control over the land. These
included the capture of Ai, confrontations with the southern coalition led by Adoni-Zedek, and
northern campaigns against cities like Hazor. These campaigns are characterized by a mixture of
military action, strategic alliances, and divine intervention.



Theological Perspectives on Biblical Conquest

The biblical conquest is not only a historical narrative but also a theological statement. The victories
and setbacks experienced by the Israelites are often interpreted as manifestations of their
relationship with God, obedience to divine law, and fulfillment of covenant promises.

Divine Command and Holy War

Many biblical texts present conquest as a divinely mandated mission, often referred to as herem or
“holy war.” This concept involves the complete dedication or destruction of enemy populations and
possessions as an act of obedience to God. The theological rationale emphasizes the need to purify
the land and remove idolatry and moral corruption.

Covenant and Promise

The conquest is closely linked to the covenant between God and Israel, particularly the promise
made to Abraham regarding the land of Canaan. The successful campaigns are seen as evidence of
God’s faithfulness and the fulfillment of this ancient promise. Conversely, failures or setbacks are
sometimes interpreted as consequences of Israel’s disobedience.

Military Strategies and Tactics in Biblical Conquest

The biblical conquest narratives also offer insights into the military strategies and tactics employed
by the Israelites and their adversaries. These approaches reflect the realities of ancient warfare,
including siege techniques, surprise attacks, and psychological warfare.

Siege Warfare and Fortified Cities

Many of the cities conquered during the biblical campaigns were fortified, requiring the Israelites to
use siege tactics. The story of Jericho’s walls falling after ritualistic marching and trumpet blasts
symbolizes both military strategy and divine intervention. Other cities, such as Hazor, were
destroyed through more conventional military means.

Guerrilla Tactics and Ambushes

The Israelites, often outnumbered and unfamiliar with the terrain, sometimes employed guerrilla
tactics, ambushes, and rapid strikes to weaken their opponents. The ambush against Ai is an
example where deception and surprise played crucial roles in securing victory.



Leadership and Organization

Leadership under figures like Joshua was instrumental in coordinating the various tribes and armies
during the conquest. The organization into tribal units and the use of centralized command
contributed to the effectiveness of their campaigns.

Impact and Legacy of Biblical Conquest

The biblical conquest has had a profound impact on religious thought, cultural identity, and
historical interpretation. It continues to influence Jewish, Christian, and scholarly perspectives on
the origins of Israel and the nature of divine justice and warfare.

Religious and Cultural Significance

For many religious communities, the conquest narratives affirm God’s sovereignty, justice, and
faithfulness. These stories are integral to liturgy, tradition, and identity, shaping moral and
theological teachings.

Influence on Modern Scholarship and Archaeology

Biblical conquest remains a central topic in biblical studies, archaeology, and history. Ongoing
research seeks to reconcile textual accounts with archaeological findings and to understand the
broader socio-political dynamics of the ancient Near East.

Controversies and Ethical Reflections

The violent nature of the conquest and the concept of holy war have sparked ethical debates and
reflections on biblical interpretation. Scholars and theologians continue to explore the implications
of these narratives for contemporary faith and morality.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'biblical conquest' in the context of the Old
Testament?
Biblical conquest refers to the military campaigns and territorial acquisitions described in the Old
Testament, particularly the Israelites' conquest of Canaan under Joshua's leadership as commanded
by God.

Which biblical books primarily describe the conquest of
Canaan?
The books of Joshua, Judges, and parts of Deuteronomy primarily describe the conquest of Canaan
and the subsequent settlement of the Israelites in the Promised Land.

How do scholars interpret the historicity of the biblical
conquest narratives?
Scholars are divided; some view the conquest narratives as historical accounts, while others see
them as theological or literary constructions with limited archaeological evidence supporting a
large-scale conquest.

What role does divine command play in the biblical conquest
stories?
Divine command is central in biblical conquest stories, with God instructing the Israelites to conquer
and sometimes destroy certain peoples and cities to fulfill the covenant promises and establish a
holy nation.

Are there archaeological findings that support the biblical
accounts of conquest?
Archaeological evidence is mixed and often debated; some sites show destruction layers consistent
with conquest periods, while others suggest a more gradual settlement or cultural assimilation
rather than outright military conquest.

How do biblical conquest themes influence modern religious
and ethical discussions?
Biblical conquest themes raise complex questions about violence, divine justice, and morality,
influencing modern discussions on how to interpret ancient texts in light of contemporary ethical
standards.



What is the significance of the city of Jericho in biblical
conquest narratives?
Jericho is significant as the first major city conquered by the Israelites in Canaan, famously
described with the miraculous collapse of its walls after the Israelites marched around it as
instructed by God.

How does the concept of 'herem' relate to biblical conquest?
'Herem' refers to the practice of dedicating conquered peoples and their possessions to God, often
through complete destruction, as an act of obedience and purification during the biblical conquests.

In what ways do biblical conquest stories reflect ancient Near
Eastern conquest literature?
Biblical conquest stories share motifs with ancient Near Eastern conquest literature, such as divine
mandate, miraculous victories, and total destruction of enemies, reflecting common cultural and
literary traditions of the time.

Additional Resources
1. Conquering the Promised Land: The Biblical Campaigns of Joshua
This book explores the military strategies and spiritual significance of Joshua’s leadership during the
conquest of Canaan. It delves into the historical context of the Israelite invasion, examining
archaeological evidence alongside biblical narratives. Readers gain insight into how faith and
warfare intertwined in these foundational events.

2. The Sword and the Covenant: Warfare in the Old Testament
Offering a comprehensive overview of warfare throughout the Old Testament, this volume highlights
key battles and the theological implications of conquest. It discusses the roles of divine command,
covenant promises, and the moral complexities faced by Israel’s leaders. The book also contrasts
different accounts of conquest to provide a nuanced understanding.

3. Divine Mandate: The Theology of Conquest in the Bible
Focusing on the theological underpinnings, this work examines how the concept of conquest is
framed as part of God’s plan for His people. It analyzes passages that justify warfare and land
possession, addressing challenging ethical questions. The author engages with scholarly debates on
interpreting these texts in modern times.

4. Walls Fall Down: The Siege of Jericho and Ancient Warfare
This detailed study centers on the iconic siege of Jericho, blending biblical narrative with
archaeological findings. It reconstructs the event’s military tactics and explores its symbolic
meaning for Israelite identity. The book also places the siege within the broader context of Near
Eastern warfare practices.

5. Conquest and Covenant: Israel’s Journey through the Land
Tracing the journey of the Israelites from Egypt to the settlement in Canaan, this book highlights the
interplay between divine promise and military conquest. It examines key figures, battles, and



covenantal themes that shaped Israel’s national identity. The author uses biblical texts alongside
historical data to paint a vivid picture of this formative period.

6. Faith and Force: Understanding Biblical Conquest
This volume addresses the complex relationship between faith-driven motives and military action in
the biblical conquest narratives. It discusses how divine authority was invoked to legitimize warfare
and the impact on Israelite society. The book also considers modern perspectives on these ancient
conflicts.

7. The Joshua Campaigns: Strategy and Spirituality in Conquest
Focusing specifically on Joshua’s military campaigns, this book analyzes the strategic decisions and
spiritual directives that shaped Israel’s victories. It provides a close reading of biblical texts
alongside historical and cultural insights. The author emphasizes the integration of faith and
leadership in achieving conquest goals.

8. Land, Law, and War: The Biblical Foundations of Conquest
This study explores the legal and ethical frameworks that governed conquest in the Bible, including
land inheritance laws and rules of engagement. It investigates how these elements influenced
Israel’s expansion and societal organization. The book offers a critical examination of conquest laws
in the context of ancient Near Eastern customs.

9. Echoes of Conquest: The Lasting Impact of Biblical Warfare
Examining the long-term effects of biblical conquests, this book considers their influence on
religious thought, cultural identity, and geopolitical realities. It traces how conquest narratives have
been interpreted and reinterpreted throughout history. The work highlights the enduring legacy of
these stories in contemporary faith and politics.
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  biblical conquest: Joshua in 3-D L. Daniel Hawk, 2010-04-02 This unique commentary
generates a conversation between the biblical narrative of conquest, related biblical themes, and the
American master narrative of Manifest Destiny. Writing in an accessible style and format, Hawk
offers an exegesis of the biblical text with special emphasis on the ways the narrative of conquest
shaped ancient Israel's identity as a people. A second level of commentary lifts key themes from the
text (e.g., the land as divine gift and promise, mass killing, Israel's distinctive attributes, the
construction of the Indigenous Other) and sets them within their broader biblical context. A third
dimension reflects on corresponding elements in America's narrative of westward expansion (e.g.
the conviction of America's unique character and destiny, total war and ethnic cleansing, the
dehumanization of Native peoples, patriotism and homeland, the idea of the American Dream). As a
whole, this book offers Joshua as a biblical resource for reading the American experience,
challenging readers to reflect on how conquest shaped America's identity and how it continues to
influence American attitudes and actions.
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  biblical conquest: Latina/o/x Studies and Biblical Studies Jacqueline M. Hidalgo, 2020-03-09 In
Latina/o/x Studies and Biblical Studies Jacqueline M. Hidalgo introduces Latina/o/x studies for a
biblical studies audience. She examines crucial themes that bridge the two fields, themes such as
identity and difference with special attention to ethnicity and race; migration with attention to
homing, diaspora, transnationalism, and citizenship. She discusses the place of Latina/o/x studies in
relevant Hebrew Bible and New Testament scholarship on these topics. Ultimately this essay argues
that Latina/o/x studies’ epistemological commitments to complexity, relationality, particularity, and
collaborative knowledge-making can help ground critical interpretive approaches in biblical studies.
She also imagines a way in which biblical studies—capaciously encompassing the study of Jewish
and Christian literature in the ancient world as well as Jewish and Christian biblical reception and
rejection histories, and the very category of scriptures more broadly—could deepen Latina/o/x
studies' own thinking about canon formation and history.
  biblical conquest: Biblical Criticism: A Guide for the Perplexed Eryl W. Davies, 2013-01-17 This
Guide for the Perplexed will demonstrate how modern biblical scholars have expressed
dissatisfaction with a one-sided historical-critical approach to biblical texts and have argued that
developments in secular literary theory should be applied in biblical studies. Whereas the
historical-critical approach was concerned with the moment of a text's production (authorship, date,
place of writing etc), the literary approach is concerned with the moment of the text's reception.
Eryl W. Davies shows how and why approaches such as 'reader-response criticism', 'feminist
criticism', 'ideological criticism', 'canonical criticism' and 'post-colonial criticism' are now becoming
more popular in many quarters. The volume explains to the uninitiated in a readable and accessible
form how strategies originally derived from secular literary criticism have been adopted by biblical
scholars in order to understand the text of Scripture and to appreciate its relevance.
  biblical conquest: The Lost World of the Israelite Conquest John H. Walton, J. Harvey
Walton, 2017-08-15 Perhaps no biblical episode is more troubling than the conquest of Canaan. But
do the so-called holy war texts of the Old Testament portray a divinely inspired genocide? John
Walton and J. Harvey Walton take us on an archaeological dig, reframing our questions and
excavating the layers of translation and interpretation that cloud our perception of these difficult
texts.
  biblical conquest: The Oxford Handbook of Biblical Narrative Danna Fewell, 2016-06-01
Comprised of contributions from scholars across the globe, The Oxford Handbook of Biblical
Narrative is a state-of-the-art anthology, offering critical treatments of both the Bible's narratives
and topics related to the Bible's narrative constructions. The Handbook covers the Bible's narrative
literature, from Genesis to Revelation, providing concise overviews of literary-critical scholarship as
well as innovative readings of individual narratives informed by a variety of methodological
approaches and theoretical frameworks. The volume as a whole combines literary sensitivities with
the traditional historical and sociological questions of biblical criticism and puts biblical studies into
intentional conversation with other disciplines in the humanities. It reframes biblical literature in a
way that highlights its aesthetic characteristics, its ethical and religious appeal, its organic qualities
as communal literature, its witness to various forms of social and political negotiation, and its
uncanny power to affect readers and hearers across disparate time-frames and global communities.
  biblical conquest: Kingdom of Priests Eugene H. Merrill, 2008-03 This revised edition of a
proven textbook offers an up-to-date articulation of a conservative evangelical position on Old
Testament history.
  biblical conquest: THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS Edward D. Anddrews,
2024-10-04 The Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics is an essential resource for anyone seeking to
defend the Christian faith with clarity and confidence. This comprehensive volume offers in-depth
explanations of key topics and arguments within the field of apologetics, making it an invaluable tool
for pastors, teachers, students, and laypeople alike. Organized alphabetically for easy reference,
each entry addresses significant theological issues, common objections, and the core truths of
Christianity. Whether you're responding to questions about the existence of God, the reliability of



Scripture, or contemporary challenges such as atheism and moral relativism, this encyclopedia
provides biblically grounded, logically sound, and practically applicable answers. With over 220
books authored, Edward D. Andrews draws from his extensive experience and study to offer readers
well-researched and scripturally supported content. The Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics not
only equips you to answer critics but also deepens your understanding of the Christian worldview
and strengthens your faith. In a world where questions about faith and truth are more pressing than
ever, this encyclopedia is a trusted guide to help you stand firm in the truth and proclaim the gospel
boldly.
  biblical conquest: Biblical History and Israel's Past Megan Bishop Moore, Brad E. Kelle,
2011-05-17 Although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in using the study of
ancient Israel to explain, illuminate, and clarify the biblical story, Megan Bishop Moore and Brad E.
Kelle describe how scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the past on its own terms,
drawing from both biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient Israel and its neighbors
without privileging the biblical perspective. Biblical History and Israel’s Past provides a
comprehensive survey of how study of the Old Testament and the history of Israel has changed since
the middle of the twentieth century. Moore and Kelle discuss significant trends in scholarship, trace
the development of ideas since the 1970s, and summarize major scholars, viewpoints, issues, and
developments.
  biblical conquest: The Use and Function of Scripture in 1 Maccabees Dongbin Choi,
2020-10-15 Dongbin Choi offers a philological and thematic analysis on the scriptural language in
the book of 1 Maccabees, a text that is written with a linguistic technique that utilizes earlier Jewish
texts in order to promote the religiopolitical agendas of its author. Choi engages in the dialogue
between the traditional view that treats 1 Maccabees as a religious writing, and the radical view that
considers it as political propaganda. Choi suggests that the author of 1 Maccabees deploys scriptural
language in such a nuanced way that he both promotes the legitimacy of the Hasmonean rule in
Judea under John Hyrcanus I, and shows his appreciation of conservative Jewish sensitivity toward
their traditions relating to Deuteronomic covenant, biblical judges, and Jewish messianism. By
discussing past scholarly literature on the use and function of Scripture in 1 Maccabees, analyzing
various literary, political, and cultural aspects that influenced the creation of the text, and finally
exploring philological and conceptual parallels between Scripture and 1 Maccabees and the use of
Scripture in the eulogies of the Hasmoneans, Choi has created a singular reinterpretation of both
text and author.
  biblical conquest: Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology J. Randall Price, H. Wayne
House, 2017-11-28 Explore significant archaeological discoveries pertaining to every book of the
Bible. Laypersons, pastors, students, academics, and anyone looking for a current and
comprehensive biblical archaeology resource need look no further. The Zondervan Handbook of
Biblical Archaeology provides a wealth of information that supplements the historical context of the
Bible, providing a window into the past that will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of
biblical text. Immerse yourself in the world of the Bible and the intertestamental period with these
special features: Introduction to the field of archaeology Archaeological discoveries in canonical
order The latest photos and information from new discoveries Aerial photos of excavation sites
Photos of artifacts and historic structures Sidebars and study helps Robust glossary Detailed maps
Bibliography The Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology gives readers the opportunity to visit
ancient sites and historical places while remaining in the comfort of their own home.
  biblical conquest: Pillars in the History of Biblical Interpretation, Volume 3 Stanley E.
Porter, Zachary K. Dawson, 2021-06-07 This third volume, like its predecessors, adds to the growing
body of literature concerned with the history of biblical interpretation. With eighteen essays on
nineteen biblical interpreters, volume 3 expands the scope of scholars, both traditional and modern,
covered in this now multivolume series. Each chapter provides a biographical sketch of its
respective scholar(s), an overview of their major contributions to the field, explanations of their
theoretical and methodological approaches to interpretation, and evaluations and applications of



their methods. By focusing on the contexts in which these scholars lived and worked, these essays
show what defining features qualify these scholars as “pillars” in the history of biblical
interpretation. While identifying a scholar as a “pillar” is somewhat subjective, this volume defines a
pillar as one who has made a distinctive contribution by using and exemplifying a clear method that
has pushed the discipline forward, at least within a given context and time period. This volume is
ideal for any class on the history of biblical interpretation and for those who want a greater
understanding of how the field of biblical studies has developed and how certain interpreters have
played a formative role in that development.
  biblical conquest: The Left Hand of the Biblical Gods Carlton Morris, 2024-09-30 The Left
Hand of the Biblical God refers to the myths, customs, rituals, ceremonies, and sacrifices performed
by religious organizations that are the shields that hide the true identity of both the benevolent Lord
God and Jehovah, the vindictive God of Abraham. It is a saga of their genetic bloodlines, that of the
Lord God through Adam and that of Jehovah through his son Isaac. It is a realistic look at the
civilized society of man before the flood and a critical critique of the recorded death, suffering,
trials, and tribulations of the Jewish people after the flood. The Left Hand of the Biblical God is a
new and different perspective on the identity of the biblical gods and their relationship with man, an
analysis of the Christian Bible, and the reality of organized religion. It is a perspective that will
never be heard, preached from the pulpit, or taught in Sunday school.
  biblical conquest: Five Views on Biblical Inerrancy Zondervan,, 2013-12-10 The inerrancy
of the Bible--the belief that the Bible is without error--is often a contentious topic among mainstream
Christianity. Like other titles in the Counterpoints collection, this volume gives those interested in
theology the tools they need to draw informed conclusions on debated issues by showcasing the
range of positions in a way that helps readers understand the perspectives--especially where and
why they diverge. Each essay in Five Views on Biblical Inerrancy considers: The present context,
viability, and relevance for the contemporary evangelical Christian witness. Whether and to what
extent Scripture teaches its own inerrancy. The position's assumed or implied understandings of the
nature of Scripture, God, and truth. Three difficult biblical texts: one that concerns intra-canonical
contradictions, one that raises questions of theological plurality, and one that concerns historical
authenticity. Five Views on Biblical Inerrancy serves not only as a single-volume resource for
surveying the current debate, but also as a catalyst both for understanding and advancing the
conversation further. Contributors include Al Mohler, Kevin Vanhoozer, Michael Bird, Peter Enns,
and John Franke.
  biblical conquest: Manual of Biblical Geography Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, 1887
  biblical conquest: The Zionist Bible Nur Masalha, 2014-10-20 Throughout the history of
European imperialism the grand narratives of the Bible have been used to justify settler-colonialism.
The Zionist Bible explores the ways in which modern political Zionism and Israeli militarism have
used the Bible - notably the Book of Joshua and its description of the entry of the Israelites into the
Promised Land - as an agent of oppression and to support settler-colonialism in Palestine. The rise of
messianic Zionism in the late 1960s saw the beginnings of a Jewish theology of zealotocracy, based
on the militant land traditions of the Bible and justifying the destruction of the previous inhabitants.
The Zionist Bible examines how the birth and growth of the State of Israel has been shaped by this
Zionist reading of the Bible, how it has refashioned Israeli-Jewish collective memory, erased and
renamed Palestinian topography, and how critical responses to this reading have challenged both
Jewish and Palestinian nationalism.
  biblical conquest: The Birth of Classical Europe Simon Price, Peter Thonemann, 2011-02-17
An innovative and intriguing look at the foundations of Western civilization from two leading
historians; the first volume in the Penguin History of Europe The influence of ancient Greece and
Rome can be seen in every aspect of our lives. From calendars to democracy to the very languages
we speak, Western civilization owes a debt to these classical societies. Yet the Greeks and Romans
did not emerge fully formed; their culture grew from an active engagement with a deeper past,
drawing on ancient myths and figures to shape vibrant civilizations. In The Birth of Classical Europe,



the latest entry in the much-acclaimed Penguin History of Europe, historians Simon Price and Peter
Thonemann present a fresh perspective on classical culture in a book full of revelations about
civilizations we thought we knew. In this impeccably researched and immensely readable history we
see the ancient world unfold before us, with its grand cast of characters stretching from the great
Greeks of myth to the world-shaping Caesars. A landmark achievement, The Birth of Classical
Europe provides insight into an epoch that is both incredibly foreign and surprisingly familiar.
  biblical conquest: Good Book Jill Hicks-Keeton, 2023 Good Book shows how white
evangelicals in the US make the Bible the Good Book. As social norms change, evangelicals confront
interpretive challenges as they render the Bible ever benevolent. Good Book shows the negotiations
that Bible-benevolence projects demand, as evangelicals seek to maintain moral authority in a
diverse religious landscape.
  biblical conquest: The Bible and Colonialism Michael Prior, 1997-05-01 The biblical claim of
the divine promise of land is integrally linked with a divine mandate to exterminate the indigenous
people. The narrative has supported virtually all Western colonizing enterprises (e.g. in Latin
America, South Africa, Palestine), resulting in the suffering of millions of people, and loss of respect
for the Bible. According to modern secular standards of human and political rights, what the biblical
narrative calls for are war-crimes and crimes against humanity. In this provocative and compelling
study, Prior protests at the neglect of the moral question in conventional biblical studies, and
attempts to rescue the Bible from being a blunt instrument in the oppression of people.
  biblical conquest: Joshua 1-12 Thomas B. Dozeman, 2015-01-01 An acknowledged expert on
the Hebrew Bible, Thomas Dozeman offers a fresh translation of the Hebrew and Greek texts of the
book of Joshua and explores the nature, function, and causes of the religious violence depicted
therein. By blending the distinct teachings of Deuteronomy and the Priestly literature, Dozeman
provides a unique interpretation of holy war as a form of sacred genocide, arguing that, since peace
in the promised land required the elimination of the populations of all existent royal cities, a general
purging of the land accompanied the progress of the ark of the covenant. This essential work of
religious scholarship demonstrates how the theme of total genocide is reinterpreted as partial
conquest when redactors place Joshua, an independent book, between Deuteronomy and Judges. The
author traces the evolution of this reinterpretation of the central themes of religious violence while
providing a comparison of the two textual versions of Joshua and an insightful analysis of the book's
reception history.
  biblical conquest: The Harvest HandbookTM of Bible Lands Steven Collins, Joseph M.
Holden, 2020-02-18 “The scope of your learning...will be unlimited and enhanced by leaps and
bounds as you use this wonderful tool.” from the Foreword by Walter C. Kaiser, Jr New discoveries
are constantly being made as archaeologists work to uncover the ancient history of the Bible lands
to tell a more complete story of the people, customs, and events of that era. Archaeologist Steven
Collins and Bible scholar Joseph M. Holden have spent decades making and researching those
discoveries and now offer a wealth of information based on the latest findings. This exciting addition
to The Harvest HandbookTM series provides a textual and visual bird’s-eye view of ancient Near
Eastern biblical geography, culture, history, and chronology. If you’re looking for an accurate,
readable, and user-friendly resource to further your study of God’s Word, The Harvest
HandbookTMof Bible Lands provides a valuable backdrop for biblical narratives and literature. With
the most up-to-date information from biblical and archaeological disciplines, you will find your
knowledge greatly enriched through well-written narrative-style text, numerous maps, instructive
photographs, illustrations, and charts. This must-have tool will become your favorite resource as you
study Scripture.
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