
bobby joe long case
bobby joe long case is one of the most notorious criminal cases in American history,
involving a series of heinous crimes that shocked the public and law enforcement alike. This
case centers around Bobby Joe Long, a serial killer and rapist who terrorized the Tampa Bay
area in the early 1980s. The investigation, trial, and eventual conviction of Long provide a
detailed look into criminal profiling, forensic science advancements, and the complexities of
legal proceedings in high-profile serial murder cases. This article explores the background
of Bobby Joe Long, the timeline of his crimes, the investigative efforts that led to his
capture, and the legal outcomes of the case. Additionally, it examines the broader impact
of the case on criminal justice policies and victim advocacy. The following sections present
a comprehensive overview of the bobby joe long case, its significance, and its lasting
effects.

Background and Early Life of Bobby Joe Long

Details of the Crimes and Modus Operandi

Investigation and Capture

Trial, Conviction, and Sentencing

Impact on Law Enforcement and Society

Background and Early Life of Bobby Joe Long
Bobby Joe Long was born in 1954 in Kenova, West Virginia. His early life was marked by
instability, including family issues and behavioral problems that would later be studied for
insights into his criminal development. Long’s upbringing included exposure to abuse and
neglect, factors often considered in criminal psychology when examining the roots of
violent behavior. Before his crimes escalated, Long had a history of minor offenses and
exhibited disturbing tendencies, such as voyeurism and petty theft. Understanding his
background helps contextualize the psychological profile developed by investigators during
the bobby joe long case.

Childhood and Adolescence
During his childhood, Long experienced significant familial dysfunction. Reports indicate
that he was subjected to physical abuse and lacked a stable home environment. These
adverse experiences contributed to his social isolation and difficulty forming healthy
relationships. As a teenager, Long began displaying antisocial behavior, including early
encounters with the law for minor infractions. The combination of environmental and
psychological factors created a foundation for his later violent actions.



Early Criminal Activity
In his late teens and early twenties, Bobby Joe Long's criminal activity escalated from minor
offenses to more serious crimes. He was arrested for burglary and other property crimes,
but these charges did not initially reveal his capacity for violence. Law enforcement
agencies later revisited these early incidents as potential missed opportunities for
intervention. The escalation pattern is typical in serial offenders, making these early
offenses a critical part of the bobby joe long case study.

Details of the Crimes and Modus Operandi
The crimes committed by Bobby Joe Long were particularly

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bobby Joe Long?
Bobby Joe Long was an American serial killer and rapist who terrorized the Tampa Bay area
in Florida during the early 1980s.

What crimes was Bobby Joe Long convicted of?
Bobby Joe Long was convicted of multiple counts of murder, rape, and kidnapping involving
at least 10 women.

How was Bobby Joe Long caught?
Bobby Joe Long was apprehended after a surviving victim escaped and helped police
identify and capture him.

What was the outcome of Bobby Joe Long's trial?
Bobby Joe Long was found guilty and sentenced to death for his crimes.

When was Bobby Joe Long executed?
Bobby Joe Long was executed by lethal injection in 2019.

What impact did the Bobby Joe Long case have on law
enforcement?
The case led to improvements in investigative techniques and greater awareness of serial
crimes in the Tampa Bay area.



Additional Resources
1. The Mind of Bobby Joe Long: Inside the Mind of a Serial Killer
This book delves into the psychological profile of Bobby Joe Long, exploring the factors that
shaped his violent behavior. It includes interviews with criminal psychologists and details
the investigative methods used to capture him. Readers gain insight into the mind of one of
Florida's most notorious serial killers.

2. Hunting the Night Stalker: The Bobby Joe Long Case
A gripping true crime narrative that follows the intense manhunt for Bobby Joe Long. The
book chronicles the efforts of law enforcement, the forensic breakthroughs, and the
harrowing experiences of the victims. It offers a detailed timeline of events leading to his
arrest.

3. Justice for the Victims: The Bobby Joe Long Trial
This volume focuses on the courtroom drama surrounding Bobby Joe Long’s trial. It provides
an in-depth look at the legal strategies employed by both the prosecution and defense, as
well as the emotional impact on the families involved. The book also discusses the broader
implications for the criminal justice system.

4. Florida’s Serial Killer: The Crimes of Bobby Joe Long
An investigation into the series of crimes committed by Bobby Joe Long in Florida during the
1980s. The author examines the sociopolitical climate of the state at the time and how it
influenced the case. This book also sheds light on the challenges faced by investigators.

5. Behind Bars: The Life of Bobby Joe Long in Prison
This book explores the incarceration and life behind bars of Bobby Joe Long after his
conviction. It includes interviews with prison officials and other inmates, providing a rare
glimpse into his behavior and mindset post-capture. The narrative also touches on issues of
rehabilitation and punishment.

6. Victims’ Voices: Remembering the Bobby Joe Long Case
A respectful tribute to the victims of Bobby Joe Long, this book compiles stories from family
members, friends, and survivors. It highlights their resilience and the support networks that
helped them heal. The author emphasizes the importance of remembering the human cost
of violent crime.

7. Profiling Evil: Techniques Used in the Bobby Joe Long Investigation
This book offers a detailed account of the forensic and psychological profiling tools used to
identify and apprehend Bobby Joe Long. It explains how advancements in criminal profiling
contributed to the resolution of the case. The text serves as an educational resource for
students of criminology and law enforcement.

8. The Dark Legacy: Bobby Joe Long and the Impact on Florida’s Law Enforcement
An analysis of how the Bobby Joe Long case influenced policing and investigative
procedures in Florida. The author discusses reforms and policy changes that emerged as a
result of the case. It also reflects on the ongoing challenges faced by law enforcement in
dealing with serial crimes.

9. Serial Killer Confessions: Bobby Joe Long’s Own Words
This book compiles interviews, letters, and recorded confessions from Bobby Joe Long,



providing insight into his motives and thoughts. It offers a controversial but compelling
perspective from the killer himself. Readers are encouraged to consider the complexities of
criminal behavior through his narrative.
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  bobby joe long case: The Big, Bad Book of Bob Lawrance Binda, 2003-07 Robert seems like
such a regal name. Hmm . . . maybe not. This name is held by some of history's most notorious
criminals, scoundrels and utter failures. In this book, you'll encounter killers, spies, gunslingers,
corrupt politicians and crooked businessmen, all named Robert or Bobby. Meet the ultra-religious
spy, the killer nurse and the actor who was a porn pioneer. It's the perfect book for anyone named
Robert, Bob or Bobby.
  bobby joe long case: My Life Among the Serial Killers Helen Morrison, Harold Goldberg,
2009-10-13 In this memoir, a forensic psychiatrist chronicles her work with more than 80 serial
killers and her thoughts on what compels them. Judging by appearances, Dr. Helen Morrison has an
ordinary life in the suburbs of a major city. She has a physician husband, two children, and a
thriving psychiatric clinic. But her life is more than that. She is one of the world’s leading experts on
serial killers, and has spent as many as four hundred hours alone in rooms with depraved murderers,
digging deep into killers’ psyches in ways no profiler ever has before. In My Life among the Serial
Killers, Dr. Morrison relates how she profiled the Mad Biter, Richard Otto Macek, who chewed on
his victims’ body parts, stalked Dr. Morrison, then believed she was his wife. She did the last
interview with Ed Gein, who was the inspiration for Alfred Hitchcock's Psycho. John Wayne Gacy, the
clown-obsessed killer of young men, sent her crazed Christmas cards and gave her his paintings as
presents. Then there was Atlanta child killer Wayne Williams; rapist turned murderer Bobby Joe
Long; Fred and Rosemary West, who killed girls and women in their Gloucester “House of Horrors”;
and Brazil’s deadliest killer of children, Marcelo Costa de Andrade. Dr. Morrison has received
hundreds of letters from killers, read their diaries and journals, evaluated crime scenes, testified at
their trials, and studied photos of the gruesome carnage. She has interviewed the families of the
victims—and the spouses and parents of the killers—to gain a deeper understanding of the killer’s
environment and the public persona they adopt. She has also studied serial killers throughout
history and shows how this is not a recent phenomenon with psychological autopsies of the
fifteenth-century French war hero Gilles de Rais, the sixteenth-century Hungarian Countess Bathory,
H.H. Holmes of the late nineteenth-century, and Albert Fish of the Roaring Twenties. Through it all,
Dr. Morrison’s goal has been to discover the reasons serial killers are compelled to murder, how
they choose their victims, and what we can do to prevent their crimes in the future. Her provocative
conclusions will stun you. Praise for My Life Among the Serial Killers “A scary piece of work, with
even scarier implications.” —Kirkus Reviews “A profoundly enlightening book. Morrison provides
startling insights into what factors breed serial killers, and she avoids the broad generalizations that
make other books of the topic seem slick and superficial. . . . This is an absorbing, disturbing book
that makes it clear just how much we have yet to learn.” —Booklist
  bobby joe long case: FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin , 1987
  bobby joe long case: How to Catch a Killer Katherine Ramsland, 2021-07-13 There are two
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parts to every crime story: how they did it and why they got caught.This book is about the second
part, and how it changes the way we catch serial killers. No two stories about the capture of a serial
killer are the same. Sometimes, the killers make crucial mistakes; other times, investigators get
lucky. And the process of profiling, hunting, and apprehending these predators has changed
radically over time, particularly in the field of criminal forensics, which has exploded in the last ten
to 15 years. Laser ablation, video spectral analysis, cyber-sleuthing, and even DNA-based genetic
genealogy are now crucial tools in solving murders, including the recent capture of the so-called
Golden State Killer. This book in the new Profiles in Crime series tells the history of forensics
through the “capture stories” of some of the most notorious serial killers, going back almost a
century. The killers include: Rodney Alcala, a serial rapist and murderer sometimes called “Dating
Game killer” for his appearance on that TV show. No one knows the exact number of his victims.
Takahiro Shiraishi, the suicide killer from Zama, Japan, who dismembered nine victims and stored
their bodies in his refrigerator. Aileen Wuornos, one of the rare female serial killers. She shot seven
men in Florida and was turned in by an accomplice. Jeffrey Dahmer, the “Milwaukee Cannibal,” and
Bobby Joe Long, both identified by survivors Ted Bundy and David Berkowitz (“Son of Sam”), who
both made mistakes Ludwig Tessnow, who killed several children in Germany, and was caught
through new methods in forensic investigation that could distinguish human from animal blood
  bobby joe long case: Fingerprints and Impressions Brian Innes, Jane Singer, 2016-06-11
Explores the forensic field of Fingerprints and impressions, providing a background into the field; an
explanation of the principles involved; a look at the scientific method used; historic case studies; and
applications in everyday life.
  bobby joe long case: Who Was Jack the Ripper? Members of H Division Crime Club,
2019-06-30 An international organization of Jack the Ripper experts reveal the most likely suspects
in this ultimate true crime guide. Jack the Ripper is the ultimate cold case. While the Whitechapel
Murders of 1888 have remained unsolved for more than a century, hundreds of theories have been
suggested as to the killer's identity. Despite numerous books claiming to unmask the infamous
Victorian villain, none have come close . . . . until now. The H:Division Crime Club is the world's
largest body of experts on the Jack the Ripper murders. Now leading members of H:Division share
their research into each suspect, drawing on original police reports, eye witness accounts and
authoritative analysis. With each chapter discussing a separate suspect in detail, H:Division uses
21st century profiling techniques, H:Division reveals the men most likely to have been Jack the
Ripper.
  bobby joe long case: The Voices of Serial Killers Christopher Berry-Dee, Victoria Redstall,
2011-09-06 A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.
  bobby joe long case: Sexual Murder Louis B. Schlesinger, 2021-03-22 Sexual Murder:
Catathymic and Compulsive Homicides is the culmination of the author’s 45 years of experience
with, and studying, sexually motivated homicide. Sexual murders are generally of two types —
catathymic and compulsive. Catathymic homicides are caused by a breakthrough of underlying
sexual conflicts. They can be unplanned, explosive (acute) attacks or planned murders stemming
from a chronic obsession with, or disturbed attachment to, the victim. In compulsive homicides, a
fusion of sex and aggression results in a powerful internal drive which pushes the offender to seek
out victims to kill — and the killing itself is sexually gratifying. These murders also may be planned
or unplanned. In compulsive homicides that are unplanned, the urge breaks through and disrupts
the offender’s controls when a victim of opportunity crosses his path. The compulsive offender who
plans his crimes often eludes law enforcement, and as a result he can have multiple (serial) victims
over extended periods of time. Both forms of sexual murder — the catathymic and the compulsive —
are presented in this volume from a clinical-descriptive perspective encompassing case studies with
analysis. Recent advances in empirical research in sexual murder—including findings from the joint
research project between John Jay College of Criminal Justice and the FBI Behavioral Analysis Unit
in Quantico—has published many important studies. These include such topics as necrophilia,
foreign object insertions in sexual homicide, ritual and signature and temporal patterns in serial



sexual homicide, mass murder, crime scene staging in homicide, and undoing (symbolic reversal) at
homicide scenes. All such research will be included and incorporate into this fully updated Second
Edition, including approximately fifty new clinical case studies.
  bobby joe long case: Chilling True Crime Stories Dylan Frost, 2021-08-12 Twenty-seven
eclectic and chilling stories from the world of true crime. Serial killers young and old, celebrity
deaths, cannibals, necrophiles, serial killers who were never captured, missing persons, and other
darkly fascinating chapters in the annuals of crime. All this and more awaits in Chilling True Crime
Stories.
  bobby joe long case: O'Hara's Fundamentals of Criminal Investigation (10th Ed.) DeVere D.
Woods, Jr., 2025-05-05 Fundamentals of Criminal Investigation has been the “Bible” of criminal
investigation for many years. This tenth edition reflects new developments in forensic science,
criminalistics, computerization, electronic databases, and the Internet while remaining focused on
the fundamentals of criminal investigation to help investigators build a solid foundation of
investigative skills. Readers of the tenth edition will find, throughout the text, numerous edits and
refinements to the presentation to improve clarity and comprehension, along with many updates.
Updated crime trends and statistics include missing persons cases, vehicle thefts, larceny thefts,
burglary studies, violent crime, robberies by locations, robbery losses, murder weapons by type,
murder by victim-offender relationships, drug arrests and trends, heroin and opioid use, and drug
trafficking patterns. Updated and revised techniques and procedures include a Means, Motive, and
Opportunity model, documenting and using recording devices and cell phones, crime scene
searching procedures, recording fingerprints, Rapid Fingerprint Identification Search, bullet holes
in glass, bite marks, collecting mobile devices, Rogues Gallery, social media posts, interviewing
various types of witnesses, using informants, vehicle surveillance techniques, note taking and digital
photography, confidence games, stalking, determining motive and intent, drug decriminalization,
hydrocodone, MDMA ecstasy, hallucinogens, designer drugs, drug investigation methods, drug labs,
and privileged communications. This book has a vast audience, including academics, criminal justice
practitioners, students, instructors, researchers, criminal justice practitioners (especially law
enforcement), attorneys, and news reporters.
  bobby joe long case: Criminal Investigation on the Street G.W. Hildebrand, 2021-10-28
Criminal Investigation on the Street presents investigative principles and techniques—and applies
them to solving real-world crimes—in an engaging, student-friendly style centered on the
Investigative Triangle: legal aspects, evidence, and behavioral analysis. Students and instructors
alike will benefit from this book’s comprehensive coverage and accessible writing style. Along with
the Investigative Triangle model, which provides a solid framework for approaching investigations,
students will also learn about Criminal Investigative Analysis, a range of behavior-based services
and strategies to help solve crimes. Chapters 1–7 (Section I) present the principles and techniques of
criminal investigation—history and theory, legal background, forensics, crime scene, witnesses and
informants, interviews and interrogations—including a chapter on crime analysis and Criminal
Investigative Analysis. Chapters 8–13 (Section II) apply these principles and techniques to specific
types of crime, beginning with assault and death investigations and a separate chapter on culpable
homicide. Section II also covers sex crimes; theft, burglary, robbery, and arson; enterprise and
white-collar crime, and terrorism. The book is illustrated throughout with a variety of Exhibits:
photographs and drawings, flowcharts, facsimiles of police documents, and other instructive visuals.
Each chapter begins with an engaging vignette, some based on high-profile news articles and others
drawn from the author’s extensive experience. Interactive features—Case Focus, You Call It, and
You Write It—occur at strategic points in every chapter, challenging students to answer questions
and apply concepts to actual cases and fictional scenarios. Each chapter ends with a return to the
Investigative Triangle, assessing how it applies to the chapter’s main topics. Chapters 1–7 (Section I)
each include a list of Important Cases (court decisions relevant to the chapter’s key concepts). At the
end of every chapter (Sections I and II), the Investigate Further feature provides an annotated list of
readings, films, and other resources appropriate for class projects, term papers, and special



assignments. Each chapter concludes with review questions and a chapter summary. This book is
geared to students in the Criminal Investigation course at both two- and four-year institutions, and
will appeal to those aspiring to a career in any field related to criminal investigation.
  bobby joe long case: Extreme Killing James Alan Fox, Jack Levin, Emma E. Fridel, 2018-01-17
Extreme Killing offers you a comprehensive overview of multiple homicide, including both serial and
mass murder. Filled with classic and contemporary case studies, this fully updated Fourth Edition
reflects a growing concern for specific types of multiple homicides—indiscriminate public
massacres, terrorist attacks, hate crimes, and school shootings—as well as largely debated issues
such as gun control and mental illness. Renowned experts and authors in the field, James Alan Fox,
Jack Levin, and Emma Fridel bring their years of research and experience to create distinctions
between serial and mass murders, address characteristics of both killers and their victims, and
recognize the special concerns around multiple murder victims and their survivors. You will examine
the latest theories of criminal behavior and apply them to mass and serial murderers from around
the world, such as the mass shooting at a country music festival in Las Vegas, the Grim Sleeper in
Los Angeles, the Pulse nightclub massacre in Orlando, the shooting of nine African Americans by a
white supremacist in a Charleston church, and more.
  bobby joe long case: Out of the Mouths of Serial Killers Mary Brett, 2021-01-19 Learn why
serial killers kill through their own words—including Ted Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, the BTK Killer,
Aileen Wuornos, and more than 70 others. In this one-of-a-kind book, author Mary Brett
corresponded with some of America’s most evil convicted serial killers and asked just one question:
WHY? Their return letters give an insightful look into the dark mind of each killer. The reader also
will be able to scrutinize direct quotes, unedited, from interrogation statements, trial testimony,
media interviews, and parole hearing inquests Seventy-five serial killers are included in the book,
some only known to the unfortunate victims’ family, friends, and community, while others are the
most infamous in the annals of serial killers. All bios feature the crime, the capture, the victims, and
background facts. Crime scene photos, some graphic, are featured.
  bobby joe long case: Serial Killers Joel Norris, 1989-07-01 Through extensive research and
interviews with five notorious serial killers, author Joel Norris demonstrates that serial killers have
specific biological and genetic makeups that can be identified as early as five years of age. A
compelling read for both the curious layman and the concerned professional.
  bobby joe long case: Serial Killers of the '80s Jane Fritsch, 2022-08-02 The 1980s were a
time of notorious serial killers—Jeffrey Dahmer, Aileen Wuornos, Samuel Little—but also of advances
in forensics that helped lead to their capture. The serial killer became part of our common cultural
consciousness in the 1970s and, in the decade that followed, the FBI confronted even more
incomprehensible crimes and their perpetrators. This engrossing collection of illustrated true-crime
profiles details the unthinkable exploits of a rogue’s gallery that includes—in addition to Jeffrey
Dahmer, Aileen Wuornos, and Gary Ridgway—Samuel Little and Joseph James DeAngelo, serial
murderers whose criminal legacies are still making headlines today.
  bobby joe long case: Jack the Ripper Trevor Marriott, 2007-04-30 There have been countless
attempts to solve the brutal murders committed more than 100 years ago by Jack the Ripper, but
this most famous of British criminal cases finally benefits from a clear, professional eye to analyze
the evidence with all the benefits of modern investigative techniques. Casting aside the rumors,
fantasies, and urban legends which have haunted this case for so long, Trevor Marriott produces
some startling results—while it has long been accepted that Jack the Ripper killed only five women,
Marriott believes there were up to nine victims. Most astonishingly of all, a previously unconsidered
suspect who also committed murders in America and Germany has been firmly put in the frame. All
previous theories are refuted in what may possibly be the final word on the Ripper murders.
  bobby joe long case: Jack the Ripper - Unmasked: The Real Identity of the World's Most
Infamous Killer is Revealed at Last William Beadle, 2010-06-07 Had the Jack the Ripper murders
taken place in 1988 not 1888 then our response to them would have been markedly different. Since
those dark days in Victorian London we have learnt much about this type of killer: their damaged



childhoods, misfit adulthoods and psychopathic alienation from the human race. But can this new
knowledge help to solve a mystery that has been eluding generations of policemen and historians?
By comparing the crimes of the Ripper with those of other serial killers, Ripper expert William
Beadle creates a more extensive psychological profile of the man behind Jack the Ripper than ever
before. One suspect who embodied all the dire characteristics was William Henry Bury. Bury moved
to the East End of London in 1887. He had a terrible childhood, he was a horsemeat butcher, and he
had a violent relationship with his wife. But was Bury the Ripper? Beadle uses his Ripper
psychological profile in conjunction with newly unearthed evidence: Bury was out all night on the
dates of the murders, and when his wife 'committed suicide' she had been strangled and her body
ripped up in the same way as the Ripper's victims. When Bury was executed for the murder of his
wife, the killings in the East End stopped. A Scotland Yard detective even conceded to the hangman
that he was 'quite satisfied you have hanged Jack the Ripper'.
  bobby joe long case: Criminal Law Henry F. Fradella, Professor in and Associate Director of
the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice Henry F Fradella, 2022-06-24 Criminal Law offers a
unique hybrid approach to learning criminal law. Most textbooks oversimply the law by presenting
the black letter law for major and defenses, but they rarely present any corresponding exploration of
the gray areas that exist beyond the basic rules of law. Conversely, casebooks present numerous
edited judicial opinions, often with context. Criminal Law takes the best from each of these
approaches by merging textual pedagogy and case analyses into a coherent framework that includes
legal history, social context, and public policy. Taking a historical approach, legal expert Henry F.
Fradella presents the law as it evolved from English common law and compares it with the modern
statutory approach to crimes set forth in the American Law Institute's highly influential Model Penal
Code. After providing such comparative pedagogy for each crime or defense, Criminal Law presents
1-2 edited cases that allow the reader to contrast how the black letter law plays out in the real
world. After each case, a series of questions challenge students to engage in critical thinking about
the case and its implications as precedent. Finally, chapters contain a number of additional
pedagogical features that focus on public policy concerns and statutory interpretation skills using
penal laws from a variety of U.S. states.
  bobby joe long case: The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Forensic Neuroscience Anthony R.
Beech, Adam J. Carter, Ruth E. Mann, Pia Rotshtein, 2018-01-26 Explores how the explosion of
neuroscience-based evidence in recent years has led to a fundamental change in how forensic
psychology can inform working with criminal populations. This book communicates knowledge and
research findings in the neurobiological field to those who work with offenders and those who design
policy for offender rehabilitation and criminal justice systems, so that practice and policy can be
neurobiologically informed, and research can be enhanced. Starting with an introduction to the
subject of neuroscience and forensic settings, The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Forensic
Neuroscience then offers in-depth and enlightening coverage of the neurobiology of sex and sexual
attraction, aggressive behavior, and emotion regulation; the neurobiological bases to risk factors for
offending such as genetics, developmental, alcohol and drugs, and mental disorders; and the
neurobiology of offending, including psychopathy, antisocial personality disorders, and violent and
sexual offending. The book also covers rehabilitation techniques such as brain scanning, brain-based
therapy for adolescents, and compassion-focused therapy. The book itself: Covers a wide array of
neuroscience research Chapters by renowned neuroscientists and criminal justice experts Topics
covered include the neurobiology of aggressive behavior, the neuroscience of deception, genetic
contributions to psychopathy, and neuroimaging-guided treatment Offers conclusions for
practitioners and future directions for the field. The Handbook of Forensic Neuroscience is a
welcome book for all researchers, practitioners, and postgraduate students involved with forensic
psychology, neuroscience, law, and criminology.
  bobby joe long case: The Will To Kill James Alan Fox, Jack Levin, Kenna Quinet, 2018-03-22
The Will to Kill: Making Sense of Senseless Murder is an academic, yet engrossing, exploration of
extraordinary and seemingly inexplicable cases of homicide - not to sensationalize them, but because



these are the cases that inform public opinion and policy.
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