
black ships before troy characters

black ships before troy characters are central to the retelling of the ancient Greek myth surrounding

the Trojan War. This story, famously adapted in Rosemary Sutcliff’s novel *Black Ships Before Troy*,

brings to life the legendary figures whose actions shaped one of the greatest epics in Western

literature. The characters span a wide array of heroes, kings, gods, and warriors, each playing a

significant role in the conflict between the Greeks and Trojans. Understanding these characters

provides insight into the motivations, relationships, and events that drive the narrative. This article

explores the key black ships before troy characters, breaking down their backgrounds, roles in the war,

and their impact on the story. From the cunning Odysseus to the mighty Achilles and the noble Hector,

these figures are essential to grasping the depth of the Trojan saga. The following sections will detail

the main Greek warriors, Trojan defenders, prominent gods, and notable secondary characters.

Key Greek Characters in Black Ships Before Troy

Important Trojan Characters

Gods and Divine Figures

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Key Greek Characters in Black Ships Before Troy

The Greek contingent in the Trojan War is composed of legendary heroes and leaders, many of whom

have become iconic figures in classical mythology. These black ships before troy characters represent

the might, strategy, and valor of the Greek forces as they lay siege to Troy.



Agamemnon

Agamemnon is the commander-in-chief of the Greek forces and king of Mycenae. His leadership is

pivotal in uniting the various Greek city-states to launch the expedition against Troy. Agamemnon’s

authority and decisions influence many events during the war, including conflicts with other Greek

heroes.

Achilles

Achilles is the greatest warrior among the Greeks, known for his unmatched strength and combat

skills. His near invincibility, save for his famous heel, makes him a formidable opponent. Achilles’

personal conflicts and eventual rage are central to the Greek narrative.

Odysseus

Odysseus, king of Ithaca, is renowned for his cleverness and strategic mind. Unlike many Greek

heroes who rely on brute force, Odysseus uses wit and diplomacy. He plays a critical role in devising

the plan of the Trojan Horse, which ultimately leads to Troy’s downfall.

Other Notable Greek Warriors

Besides the primary leaders, several other Greek heroes contribute significantly to the war effort:

Ajax the Great – Known for his immense size and courage.



Diomedes – A fierce and skilled warrior.

Nestor – The wise and elderly counselor of the Greeks.

Patroclus – Achilles’ close companion whose death profoundly affects the war.

Important Trojan Characters

The Trojans are the defenders of their city, depicted with honor and bravery despite facing

overwhelming odds. The black ships before troy characters from Troy include noble princes, warriors,

and their queen, all key to the story’s emotional and heroic depth.

Priam

Priam is the aged king of Troy, respected for his leadership and compassion. Despite the devastation

wrought by the war, he remains a symbol of endurance and paternal care, particularly toward his many

sons.

Hector

Hector is the greatest Trojan warrior and son of King Priam. Known for his courage, honor, and

devotion to Troy, Hector is a central figure who embodies the Trojan spirit. His confrontations with

Greek heroes, especially Achilles, are among the most dramatic moments of the story.



Paris

Paris, another son of Priam, is infamous for sparking the war by abducting Helen, the wife of

Menelaus. While less skilled in battle compared to Hector, Paris’ actions initiate the conflict and

influence much of the plot.

Other Trojan Figures

Additional Trojan characters contribute to the defense and narrative tension:

Andromache – Hector’s devoted wife, symbolizing the human cost of war.

Aeneas – A Trojan prince who later becomes a legendary figure in Roman mythology.

Cassandra – A prophetess cursed to utter true prophecies that no one believes.

Gods and Divine Figures

Divine intervention is a hallmark of the Trojan War saga, with various gods and goddesses influencing

the fate of mortals. The black ships before troy characters include these powerful beings who

represent different aspects of life and conflict.



Zeus

Zeus, king of the gods, maintains a somewhat neutral stance but ultimately oversees the balance of

power between the Greeks and Trojans. His decisions often dictate the course of the war.

Hera

Hera, queen of the gods, strongly supports the Greeks due to her resentment toward the Trojans. She

frequently intervenes to aid Greek heroes and hinder Trojan efforts.

Athena

Athena, goddess of wisdom and war, favors the Greeks, particularly Odysseus and Achilles. Her

guidance proves crucial in many battles and strategic decisions.

Aphrodite

Aphrodite supports the Trojans, especially Paris and Helen. As the goddess of love, she plays a direct

role in the events leading up to the war and the protection of Trojan figures.

Other Divine Participants

Several other gods and goddesses influence the conflict:



Apollo – Protector of Troy, often aiding its defenders.

Ares – God of war, whose allegiance shifts during the battles.

Poseidon – God of the sea, who aids the Greeks but also punishes them at times.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Beyond the primary Greek, Trojan, and divine figures, many secondary characters enrich the story of

*Black Ships Before Troy*. These individuals add layers of complexity and emotional depth to the

saga.

Helen

Helen of Sparta, often called Helen of Troy, is the catalyst of the war. Her beauty and her departure

with Paris ignite the conflict between the Greeks and Trojans. Despite being viewed as a prize,

Helen’s character is multifaceted, embodying themes of desire, loyalty, and tragedy.

Menelaus

Menelaus, king of Sparta and husband of Helen, is a key instigator in the Greek campaign to reclaim

his wife. His personal vendetta intertwines with the larger political and military objectives of the Greeks.



Patroclus

Patroclus, close friend and companion of Achilles, plays a critical role in the war’s progression. His

death at the hands of Hector serves as a turning point, motivating Achilles’ return to battle.

Other Supporting Figures

The story also features a variety of other characters who contribute to the richness of the tale:

Briseis – A captive woman whose fate causes tension between Achilles and Agamemnon.

Chryseis – Another captive whose presence affects Greek relations.

Nestor’s sons – Warriors who fight alongside their father.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main narrator in Black Ships Before Troy?

The main narrator in Black Ships Before Troy is the Greek poet Homer, though the book itself is a

retelling by Rosemary Sutcliff.

Who is Achilles in Black Ships Before Troy?

Achilles is the greatest Greek warrior in the Trojan War, known for his strength, bravery, and near

invincibility except for his heel.



What role does Helen play in Black Ships Before Troy?

Helen is the queen of Sparta whose abduction by Paris sparks the Trojan War.

Who is Paris in Black Ships Before Troy?

Paris is a prince of Troy whose decision to take Helen from Sparta leads to the decade-long Trojan

War.

Can you describe the character of Hector in Black Ships Before Troy?

Hector is the noble and brave Trojan prince, known as the greatest warrior defending Troy against the

Greeks.

Who is Odysseus in Black Ships Before Troy?

Odysseus is a clever Greek warrior and king of Ithaca, known for his intelligence and strategy during

the Trojan War.

What is the significance of Agamemnon in Black Ships Before Troy?

Agamemnon is the commander-in-chief of the Greek forces during the Trojan War.

How is Priam portrayed in Black Ships Before Troy?

Priam is the aged and wise king of Troy, father to Hector and Paris, who tries to protect his city and

family.

Who is Patroclus in Black Ships Before Troy and what is his

importance?

Patroclus is Achilles' close friend and companion, whose death motivates Achilles to return to battle.



Additional Resources

1. Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad by Rosemary Sutcliff

This is a retelling of Homer's Iliad, focusing on the events leading up to and including the Trojan War.

Sutcliff brings the characters to life with vivid descriptions and accessible language, making the epic

tale approachable for younger readers. The book highlights key figures like Achilles, Hector, and

Helen, exploring their motivations and the tragic consequences of war.

2. The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller

A modern retelling of the Iliad from the perspective of Patroclus, Achilles’ close companion and lover.

The novel delves deeply into the relationship between these two characters against the backdrop of

the Trojan War. Miller’s lyrical prose and character-driven narrative offer an intimate look at the lives

and emotions behind the legendary heroes.

3. Helen of Troy by Margaret George

This novel offers a richly detailed and humanizing portrait of Helen, often considered the cause of the

Trojan War. George explores Helen’s life before and during the siege of Troy, providing insight into her

thoughts, feelings, and the politics surrounding her. The story is a blend of myth, history, and drama

that adds depth to a traditionally vilified character.

4. Achilles by Elizabeth Cook

A biography-style novel that explores the life of Achilles, the greatest warrior of the Greek army. The

book traces his journey from childhood through the Trojan War, highlighting his strength, pride, and

vulnerability. Cook’s narrative gives readers a closer look at the hero’s internal struggles and

legendary exploits.

5. Priam’s Daughter by Susan C. Cooper

Focusing on Cassandra, the prophetic daughter of King Priam of Troy, this novel reveals the tragic fate

of the Trojans through her eyes. It captures Cassandra’s gift of prophecy and the disbelief she faces,

as well as the fall of Troy itself. The book provides a fresh perspective on the Trojan War from a

female character’s point of view.



6. Kingdom of the Gray Wolf by Robert Low

Though not strictly about the Trojan War, this novel draws on ancient myths and legends similar to

those in Black Ships Before Troy. It follows the adventures of warriors and kings in a mythic past,

emphasizing themes of loyalty, honor, and fate. Fans of epic tales and heroic characters will find

parallels to the classic Trojan narratives.

7. Hector and Andromache by Patricia A. McKillip

This short novel focuses on the relationship between Hector, the Trojan prince and warrior, and his

wife Andromache. It explores the personal cost of war and the emotional bonds that endure amid the

chaos of the siege. McKillip’s poetic style brings a tender and human dimension to these legendary

figures.

8. The Women of Troy by Euripides (translated by various authors)

A classic Greek tragedy that portrays the fates of the Trojan women after their city falls. The play deals

with themes of loss, suffering, and resilience, depicting characters like Hecuba, Andromache, and

Cassandra grappling with their new reality. It offers a poignant exploration of the aftermath of war from

a female perspective.

9. Trojan War: The Chronicles of the Greek Heroes by Barry Strauss

This historical account provides a detailed overview of the Trojan War, its key characters, and the

legendary battles. Strauss combines myth and history to present a comprehensive picture of the era,

focusing on figures such as Achilles, Odysseus, and Agamemnon. The book is both informative and

engaging, suitable for readers interested in the historical context behind the myths.
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For Greek myth fans, those who can’t get enough of the D'Aulaires' Book of Greek Myths, and
readers who have aged out of Rick Riordan, this classroom staple and mythology classic is perfect
for learning about the ancient myths! As the gods and goddesses of Olympus scheme, the ancient
world is thrown into turmoil when Helen, the most beautiful woman in all of Greece, is stolen away
by her Trojan love. Inflamed by jealousy, the Greek king seeks lethal vengeance and sends his black
war ships to descend on the city of Troy. In the siege that follows, history’s greatest heroes, from
Ajax to Achilles to Odysseus, are forged in combat, and the brutal costs of passion, pride, and
revenge must be paid. In the end, the whims of the gods, the cunning of the warriors, and a great
wooden horse will decide who emerges victorious. Homer's epic poem, The Iliad, is one of the
greatest adventure stories of all time and Rosemary Sutcliff's retelling of the classic saga embodies
all of the astonishing drama, romance, and intrigue of ancient Greece. Don’t miss The Wanderings of
Odysseus, the companion to Black Ships Before Troy, and follow Odysseus on his adventure home.
This book has been selected as a Common Core State Standards Text Exemplar (Grades 6-8, Stories)
in Appendix B.
  black ships before troy characters: Black Ships Before Troy Comprehension Guide Adam
Kuliszewski, 2000
  black ships before troy characters: Challenging Common Core Language Arts Lessons
Clg Of William And Mary/Ctr Gift Ed, 2021-09-03 This book, from the Center for Gifted Education at
William & Mary, provides gifted and advanced learners challenging activities to master and engage
with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts through four mini units. Each
mini unit is packed with activities that enrich and extend grade-level ELA content for grade 7.
Included texts have messages and characters that are developmentally suitable for students.
Through higher order reasoning questions, resulting discussions, and student-created products
associated with these texts, gifted and advanced students' needs are met while still maintaining
messages and characters to which students can relate. Students will be exposed to themes such as
conflict, tragic flaws, civil rights, and tolerance. Each theme was chosen with advanced
seventh-grade students in mind and their emerging need to learn more about themselves, their
world, and how to work through adversity to accomplish their goals. Grade 7
  black ships before troy characters: Differentiating Instruction With Menus Laurie E.
Westphal, 2021-09-09 Differentiating Instruction With Menus: Literature (Grades 6-8):
  black ships before troy characters: Every Reader a Close Reader Samantha Cleaver,
2015-07-17 Close reading, the purposeful, focused reading and rereading of text, is more than an
education buzzword. Every Reader, a Close Reader defines and unpacks the components of close
reading and explores how to apply it within the context of the Common Core State Standards so that
every student will be able to implement close reading strategies in class and independently. Drawing
expertise and ideas from research, as well as teachers from across the country, Every Reader, a
Close Reader serves as both an instructional guide and professional development tool for classroom
teachers and instructional leaders to use when starting or strengthening close reading at the
classroom level. In addition, this book includes chapters that focus on developing the close reading
skills of students who are struggling readers, English language learners, or gifted learners.
  black ships before troy characters: Common Core Curriculum Maps in English
Language Arts Great Minds, 2011-10-13 The first books to present specific guidance for teaching
the Common Core State Standards Forty-three states plus D.C and the U.S. Virgin Islands have
signed on to adopt the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The need for curriculum guides to
assist teachers in helping students meet these standards has become imperative. Created by
teachers, for teachers, the research-based curriculum maps in this book present a comprehensive,
coherent sequence of thematic units for teaching the skills outlined in the CCSS for English
language arts in Grades 6-8. Each grade is broken down into six units that include focus standards,
suggested works, sample activities and assessments, lesson plans, etc. Teachers can use the maps to
plan their year and craft their own more detailed lesson plans The maps address every standard in
the CCSS, yet are flexible and adaptable to accommodate diverse teaching styles Any teacher,



school, or district that chooses to follow the Common Core maps can be confident that they are
adhering to the standards.
  black ships before troy characters: Integrating Children's Literature through the
Common Core State Standards Rachel L. Wadham, Terrell A. Young, 2015-07-28 Implementation
of the Common Core State Standards with the integration of children's literature can transform
teaching and learning into a holistic and engaging experience. Tackling nearly every aspect of the
English Language Arts Standards and the measures they employ, it offers a thorough plan for
engaging elementary school students with literature. It explores the benefits and teaching principles
behind CCSS, and explains how to apply them to literature. Along with the strengths it has in
connection to CCSS, you will learn about the history of children's literature and what both fiction
and nonfiction bring to the classroom. You will find plenty of practical applications of the CCSS,
including book lists and lesson ideas, along with thorough examples. There is also a wealth of
information on the kinds of readers you will encounter and explanations of how to meet their needs.
A final section focuses on creating a curriculum, connecting the theory throughout the book with
concrete lessons plans and units that cover the main CCSS skill sets.
  black ships before troy characters: Common Core Curriculum: English, Grades 6-8 Great
Minds, 2014-05-06 Common Core's English resources empower educators to meet the expectations
of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and build essential
content knowledge for students in grades 6-8. Each grade in The Wheatley Portfolio features a
comprehensive, coherent sequence of thematic units that engage students in deep study of
worthwhile texts and topics. Features of this book include: Six thematic units for each grade, each
centered on a curated collection of literary and informational texts Focus standards for each unit
that complement the topic and promote student mastery of essential literacy skills Suggested texts
and activities to incorporate science, art, and history into English instruction This revised second
edition includes a sample text study that guides students through a close read of an exemplary text,
updated web resources, and refreshed suggested works. Educators who create their curriculum
based on Common Core's Wheatley Portfolioguarantee that students are exposed to content-rich
instruction and have ample opportunity to master the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language skills articulated in the CCSS for ELA.
  black ships before troy characters: The Death and Resurrection of a Coherent
Literature Curriculum Sandra Stotsky, 2012-06-16 This book is addressed to teachers who know
that the secondary literature curriculum in our public schools is in shambles. Unless experienced
and well-read English teachers can develop coherent and increasingly demanding literature
curricula in their schools, average high school students will remain at about the fifth or sixth grade
reading level—where they now are to judge from several independent sources. This book seeks to
challenge education policy makers, test developers, and educators who discourage the assignment of
appropriately difficult works to high school students and make construction of a coherent literature
curriculum impossible. It first traces the history of the literature curriculum in our middle schools
and high schools and shows how it has been diminished and distorted in the past half-century. It
then offers examples of coherent literature curricula and spells out the cognitive principles upon
which coherence is based. Finally, it suggests what English teachers in our public schools could do
to develop a literature curriculum that gives all their students an adequate basis for participation in
an English-speaking civic culture.
  black ships before troy characters: English Language Arts, Grade 6 Module 1 PCG Education,
2015-10-01 Paths to College and Career Jossey-Bass and PCG Education are proud to bring the
Paths to College and Career English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum and professional development
resources for grades 6–12 to educators across the country. Originally developed for EngageNY and
written with a focus on the shifts in instructional practice and student experiences the standards
require, Paths to College and Career includes daily lesson plans, guiding questions, recommended
texts, scaffolding strategies and other classroom resources. Paths to College and Career is a
concrete and practical ELA instructional program that engages students with compelling and



complex texts. At each grade level, Paths to College and Career delivers a yearlong curriculum that
develops all students' ability to read closely and engage in text-based discussions, build
evidence-based claims and arguments, conduct research and write from sources, and expand their
academic vocabulary. Paths to College and Career's instructional resources address the needs of all
learners, including students with disabilities, English language learners, and gifted and talented
students. This enhanced curriculum provides teachers with freshly designed Teacher Guides that
make the curriculum more accessible and flexible, a Teacher Resource Book for each module that
includes all of the materials educators need to manage instruction, and Student Journals that give
students learning tools for each module and a single place to organize and document their learning.
As the creators of the Paths ELA curriculum for grades 6–12, PCG Education provides a professional
learning program that ensures the success of the curriculum. The program includes: Nationally
recognized professional development from an organization that has been immersed in the new
standards since their inception. Blended learning experiences for teachers and leaders that enrich
and extend the learning. A train-the-trainer program that builds capacity and provides resources and
individual support for embedded leaders and coaches. Paths offers schools and districts a unique
approach to ensuring college and career readiness for all students, providing state-of-the-art
curriculum and state-of-the-art implementation.
  black ships before troy characters: Understanding and Teaching Primary English James
Clements, Mathew Tobin, 2021-05-12 Inspiring and supporting you to become an insightful, creative
and professional teacher of primary English. Teaching children English is an opportunity to give
them skills that will enrich their entire lives and is a crucial part of their intellectual development.
Covering all major aspects of primary English and following the foundations set in the early years,
this book takes you through your teacher training and into your early career in the classroom. Each
topic explores what we know from theory and the latest research, and then demonstrates how you
can use this understanding in practice. Drawing on the authors’ own knowledge and experiences in
the classroom, the book is full of practical advice and strategies to support your own teaching, while
also helping you develop your subject knowledge. Key topics include: · Reading and writing in the
early years · Curriculum design and planning · Promotive reading for pleasure and teachers as
readers · Teaching writing and its role as a form of communication · Vocabulary development and
word knowledge · Assessment for formative and summative purposes · Oracy and spoken language
development
  black ships before troy characters: Home Learning Year by Year Rebecca Rupp, 2009-02-04
Finally, homeschoolers have a comprehensive guide to designing a homeschool curriculum, from one
of the country's foremost homeschooling experts. , Rebecca Rupp presents a structured plan to
ensure that your children will learn what they need to know when they need to know it, from
preschool through high school. Based on the traditional pre-K through 12th-grade structure, Home
Learning Year by Year features: The integral subjects to be covered within each grade Standards for
knowledge that should be acquired by your child at each level Recommended books to use as texts
for every subject Guidelines for the importance of each topic: which knowledge is essential and
which is best for more expansive study based on your child's personal interests Suggestions for how
to sensitively approach less academic subjects, such as sex education and physical fitness
  black ships before troy characters: The Big Book of Teen Reading Lists Nancy J. Keane,
2006-08-30 Use these 100 handy reproducible book lists to instantly create handouts for teen
readers and teachers, add to your newsletter, or post on your web site or bulletin board. Based on
the most common needs of educators and librarians who work with teen readers, these lists focus on
new titles and classics that are still in print and readily available for purchase. Fiction and nonfiction
titles for ages 13-18 are covered. Bibliographic information and a brief description are given for
each title. A dozen bookmarks are also included. This is a great time-saving tool and a good source
for finding extended reading lists and read-alikes! Looking for humorous novels for teen readers? A
fast-paced sports novel for a reluctant reader? Biographies to use in history class? You'll find these
lists and more in this treasury of great reading lists. This versatile guide provides one-page



reproducible book lists and bookmarks for: books about self (e.g., coming-of-age, perfectionism,
gangs; genre literature (e.g., fantasy, romance, historical fiction); themes (e.g., extreme sports,
vampires, peace; settings (e.g., Ellis Island, Dust Bowl, WWII); character studies (e.g., adventure
with female protagonist, boy bonding books, fantasy heroes); and read-alikes (for bookmarks). More
than 100 reproducible lists of books for ages 13-18 (junior/senior high) focus on new titles and
classics that are still in print and readily available for purchase. Bibliographic information and a
brief description are given for each title.
  black ships before troy characters: Teaching Reading in Middle School Laura Robb, 2000 Get
the big picture of teaching reading in the middle school, including research, as well as the practical
details you need to help every stydent become a better reader. Veteran teacher Laura Robb shares
how to: teach reading strategies across the curriculum, present mini-lessons that deepen students'
knowledge of how specific reading strategies work; help kids apply the strategies through guided
practice; support struggling readers with a plan of action that improves their reading motivation;
and much more.
  black ships before troy characters: Common Core State Standards for Grade 6 Michelle
Manville, 2014-05-21 Common Core State Standards for Grade 6: Language Arts Instructional
Strategies and Activities is designed to help teachers address Common Core standards using
research-based, effective instructional strategies in combination with ready-to-use activities. These
strategies include identifying similarities and differences, writing summaries and taking notes,
creating non-linguistic representations, and suggestions for homework and practice. There are a
variety of suggested texts as well as identified text exemplars that can easily be used with the
strategies and activities.
  black ships before troy characters: Goddess of Yesterday Caroline B. Cooney, 2009-05-12
Anaxandra is taken from her birth island at age 6 by King Nicander to be a companion to his
crippled daughter, Princess Callisto. Six years later, her new island is sacked by pirates and she is
the sole survivor. Alone with only her Medusa figurine, she reinvents herself as Princess Callisto
when Menelaus, great king of Sparta, lands with his men. He takes her back to Sparta with him
where Helen, his beautiful wife, does not believe that the red-headed child is Princess Callisto.
Although fearful of the half-mortal, half-goddess Helen, Anaxandra is able to stay out of harm’s
way—until the Trojan princes Paris and Aeneas arrive. Paris and Helen’s fascination with each other
soon turns to passion and plunges Sparta and Troy into war. Can Anaxandra find the courage to
reinvent herself once again, appease the gods, and save herself? In Caroline B. Cooney’s epic tale of
one girl’s courage and will to survive, Anaxandra learns that home is where you make it and identity
goes deeper than just your name.
  black ships before troy characters: The Trojan Horse Ron Fontes, Justine Fontes, 2017-01-01
Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration and sentence highlighting to engage
reluctant readers! For ten years, the battle raged. Thousands of ancient Greece's best warriors
battled their enemies, the Trojans, in a desperate attempt to win back King Meneleus's beautiful
wife, Helen. After a decade of fighting and thousands dead, the Greek forces suddenly fell back.
Cautiously the Trojans ventured out of the city walls, where they discovered a giant wooden horse
and a messenger. Should they accept this peace offering? Or is the gift horse too good to be true?
  black ships before troy characters: Literature-Based Teaching in the Content Areas
Carole Cox, 2011-01-12 Forty classroom-tested, classroom-ready literature-based strategies for
teaching in the K–8 content areas Grounded in theory and best-practices research, this practical text
provides teachers with 40 strategies for using fiction and non-fiction trade books to teach in five key
content areas: language arts and reading, social studies, mathematics, science, and the arts. Each
strategy provides everything a teacher needs to get started: a classroom example that models the
strategy, a research-based rationale, relevant content standards, suggested books, reader-response
questions and prompts, assessment ideas, examples of how to adapt the strategy for different grade
levels (K–2, 3–5, and 6–8), and ideas for differentiating instruction for English language learners and
struggling students. Throughout the book, student work samples and classroom vignettes bring the



content to life.
  black ships before troy characters: The Mark of the Horse Lord Rosemary Sutcliff, Scott
O'Dell, 2015-07-01 There was a smell of blood mingling with the smell of burning that still clung
about scorched timber and blackened thatch, and a great wailing rose from the watching crowd. The
old High Priest dipped a finger in the blood and made a sign with it on Phaedrus's forehead, above
the Mark of the Horse Lord. So began the ceremony that was to make young Phaedrus, ex-slave and
gladiator, Horse Lord of the Dalriadain. Phaedrus had come a long way since the fight in the arena
that gained him his freedom. He had left behind his old Roman life and identity and had entered
another, more primitive, world—that of the British tribes in the far north. In this world of
superstition and ancient ritual, of fierce loyalties and intertribal rivalry, Phaedrus found
companionship and love, and something more—a purpose and a meaning to his life as he came fully
to understand the significance of the Mark of the Horse Lord. First published in 1965, The Mark of
the Horse Lord, set in second-century Britain, has been acclaimed by many readers as the finest of
Rosemary Sutcliff's many novels, imparting true insight into the nature of leadership, identity,
heroism, loyalty, violence, and sacrifice.
  black ships before troy characters: The Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's Literature
Bernice E. Cullinan, Diane Goetz Person, 2005-01-01 Provides articles covering children's literature
from around the world as well as biographical and critical reviews of authors including Avi, C.S.
Lewis, J.K. Rowling, and Anno Mitsumasa.
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