
bobby joe long murder
bobby joe long murder is a phrase that brings to mind one of the most notorious serial
killer cases in American history. Bobby Joe Long was responsible for a series of brutal
murders and assaults in the early 1980s, primarily in the Tampa Bay area of Florida. His
crimes shocked the nation due to their violent nature and the number of victims involved.
This article explores the life of Bobby Joe Long, the details of his crimes, the investigation
that led to his capture, and the subsequent legal proceedings. Additionally, the impact of
his actions on the community and criminal justice system will be discussed. Understanding
the full scope of the Bobby Joe Long murder case provides insight into criminal psychology
and law enforcement challenges. The following sections will guide readers through a
comprehensive examination of this infamous case.

Background and Early Life

The Crimes and Modus Operandi

Investigation and Capture

Trial and Sentencing

Impact and Legacy

Background and Early Life
Bobby Joe Long was born in 1953 in the state of Florida. His early years were marked by
instability and signs of behavioral issues that later manifested in violent tendencies.
Understanding his background provides context to the development of his criminal
behavior. Long’s upbringing included a troubled family life and early encounters with the
law. These factors contributed to the psychological profile that law enforcement later used
during the investigation of the Bobby Joe Long murder spree.

Childhood and Family Environment
Raised in a dysfunctional household, Bobby Joe Long experienced neglect and abuse,
which are common factors in the backgrounds of many violent offenders. His relationship
with family members was strained, and he often exhibited antisocial behavior during
adolescence. These early experiences likely influenced his later criminal actions.

Early Criminal Record
Before the murders, Long had a history of petty crimes and minor offenses. These early
run-ins with the law were indicators of escalating behavior. His criminal record included



theft and minor assaults, which foreshadowed more serious offenses.

The Crimes and Modus Operandi
The Bobby Joe Long murder spree involved multiple victims over a short period during the
early 1980s. His crimes were characterized by abduction, sexual assault, and murder,
primarily

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bobby Joe Long?
Bobby Joe Long was an American serial killer and rapist who was active in Florida during
the early 1980s.

How many victims did Bobby Joe Long have?
Bobby Joe Long was convicted of murdering at least 10 women, but he confessed to killing
more.

When did Bobby Joe Long commit his murders?
Bobby Joe Long committed his murders primarily between 1984 and 1985.

What was Bobby Joe Long's method of killing?
Bobby Joe Long typically abducted women, sexually assaulted them, and then strangled or
stabbed them to death.

How was Bobby Joe Long caught?
Bobby Joe Long was caught after one of his intended victims escaped and provided a
description that led police to arrest him.

What was the outcome of Bobby Joe Long's trial?
Bobby Joe Long was found guilty of multiple counts of murder and was sentenced to death.

When was Bobby Joe Long executed?
Bobby Joe Long was executed by lethal injection in 2019 in Florida.

What impact did Bobby Joe Long's case have on law



enforcement?
Bobby Joe Long's case highlighted the importance of victim testimony and improved
investigative techniques in solving serial crimes.

Are there any books or documentaries about Bobby Joe
Long?
Yes, there are several true crime books and documentaries that explore Bobby Joe Long's
life and crimes in detail.

Additional Resources
1. The Deltona Serial Killer: The Story of Bobby Joe Long
This book delves into the chilling crimes committed by Bobby Joe Long, one of Florida’s
most notorious serial killers. It covers his early life, psychological profile, and the brutal
murders that terrorized the Tampa Bay area in the 1980s. Through interviews and police
reports, the book provides a comprehensive account of the investigation that ultimately
led to his capture.

2. Hunting the Night Stalker: The Bobby Joe Long Case
An in-depth narrative focusing on the law enforcement efforts to apprehend Bobby Joe
Long. The book details the challenges faced by detectives, the forensic breakthroughs, and
the community’s fear during the killing spree. It also explores the impact of Long’s crimes
on the victims’ families and the local community.

3. Serial Predator: Inside the Mind of Bobby Joe Long
This psychological profile examines the motives and mindset of Bobby Joe Long, offering
insights into what drove him to commit his heinous crimes. Drawing on criminal
psychology and interviews with experts, the book attempts to unravel the complexities of a
serial killer’s behavior and patterns.

4. Justice for the Victims: The Trial of Bobby Joe Long
A detailed account of the legal proceedings against Bobby Joe Long, this book covers the
trial’s preparation, courtroom drama, and the final verdict. It highlights the prosecutorial
strategies and defense tactics, as well as the emotional toll on everyone involved.

5. Dark Shadows in Florida: The Bobby Joe Long Murders
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the murder cases linked to Bobby Joe
Long, set against the backdrop of 1980s Florida. It explores the societal and cultural
environment that allowed the killer to evade capture for so long, as well as the eventual
breakthroughs in forensic science.

6. Behind Closed Doors: The Life and Crimes of Bobby Joe Long
Focusing on both the personal history and criminal activities of Bobby Joe Long, this
biography sheds light on his upbringing, psychological issues, and the escalation to serial
murder. The book also discusses how his crimes were eventually uncovered.

7. Fear in the Night: The Victims of Bobby Joe Long



This poignant collection tells the stories of the victims of Bobby Joe Long, giving voice to
those who suffered and remembering their lives. It emphasizes the human cost of the
crimes and the resilience of the families seeking justice.

8. The Long Shadow: Serial Killing in Tampa Bay
Exploring the broader context of serial killings in the Tampa Bay area, this book places
Bobby Joe Long’s crimes within a larger pattern of violent crime. It considers law
enforcement tactics, community responses, and the legacy of fear left behind.

9. Capturing Evil: The Investigation and Arrest of Bobby Joe Long
A gripping true-crime narrative that follows the investigation from the first clues to the
final arrest of Bobby Joe Long. This book highlights the dedication and persistence of the
police teams, as well as the forensic and technological advances that played a key role in
solving the case.
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  bobby joe long murder: Bound to Die Anna Flowers, 2017-05-15 REVISED EDITION. Bound to
Die is the true crime story of Florida serial killer Bobby Joe Long. In 1984 Long was convicted of the
heinous murders of nine women in Florida's Tampa Bay area. The first body of 19 year old disco
dancer Lana Long was found in a field on Mother's Day. Six months later, the bloody rampage ended
when the ninth victim was discovered. All had been tortured with rapes and savagely beaten and
raped. The killer's confession of his crimes is haunting. The vividly rendered results of his historical
trials and appeals are equally shocking.
  bobby joe long murder: Deadly Deception Jt Hunter, 2022-12-24 One after another, young
women disappeared without a trace in the night. One by one, their brutalized bodies turned up, the
macabre crime scenes suggesting they shared the same cruel fate. Abducted, bound, and raped, all
fell prey to an unknown killer. All became victims of a deadly deception.
  bobby joe long murder: Deadly Deception J. T. Hunter, 2017-12-07 One after another, young
women disappeared without a trace in the night. One by one, their brutalised bodies turned up, the
macabre crime scenes suggesting they shared the same cruel fate. Abducted, bound, and raped, all
fell prey to an unknown killer. All became the victims of a deadly deception.
  bobby joe long murder: Smoldering Embers Joy Wellman, Lisa McVey, Susan Replogle, 1997
Three women, formerly strangers, born in three different decades with little in common are bonded
together forever by their ongoing pursuit of punishment for one of America's most ruthless serial
rapist/murderers. They vow to be the voices for those who cannot speak: more than two hundred
women brutally attacked and ten savagely beaten, raped and murdered. Smoldering Embers is not
only a bone-chilling thriller, but a shattering indictment of the American Criminal Justice System and
its treatment of the very victims it has sworn to protect. Ultimately, though, it is also the inspiring
story of the power that crime victims can wield if they work together in pursuit of justice.
  bobby joe long murder: Serial Killers Peter Vronsky, 2004-10-05 A comprehensive examination
into the frightening true crime history of serial homicide—including information on America’s most
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prolific serial killers such as: Jeffrey Dahmer • Ted Bundy • “Co-ed Killer” Ed Kemper • The BTK
Killer • “Highway Stalker” Henry Lee Lucas • Monte Ralph Rissell • “Shoe Fetish Slayer” Jerry
Brudos • “Night Stalker” Richard Ramirez • “Unabomber” Ted Kaczynski • Ed Gein “The Butcher of
Plainfield” • “Killer Clown” John Wayne Gacy • Andrew Cunanan • And more... In this unique book,
Peter Vronsky documents the psychological, investigative, and cultural aspects of serial murder,
beginning with its first recorded instance in Ancient Rome through fifteenth-century France on to
such notorious contemporary cases as cannibal/necrophile Ed Kemper, the BTK killer, Henry Lee
Lucas, Monte Ralph Rissell, Jerry Brudos, Richard Ramirez, “Unabomber” Ted Kaczynski, Ed Gein,
John Wayne Gacy, Ted Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, and the emergence of what he classifies as the “serial
rampage killer” such as Andrew Cunanan, who murdered fashion designer Gianni Versace. Vronsky
not only offers sound theories on what makes a serial killer but also makes concrete suggestions on
how to survive an encounter with one—from recognizing verbal warning signs to physical
confrontational resistance. Exhaustively researched with transcripts of interviews with killers, and
featuring up-to-date information on the apprehension and conviction of the Green River killer and
the Beltway Snipers, Vronsky’s one-of-a-kind book covers every conceivable aspect of an endlessly
riveting true crime phenomenon. INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHS
  bobby joe long murder: All Natural Murder Staci McLaughlin, 2013 When her sister's
boyfriend, philandering Monster Truck driver Bobby Joe Jones, is found dead, former Silicon
Valley-based copywriter-turned-marketing guru Dana Lewis must once again come to her sister's
rescue and stop a deadly killer in his tracks. Original.
  bobby joe long murder: How to Catch a Killer Katherine Ramsland, 2021-07-13 There are two
parts to every crime story: how they did it and why they got caught.This book is about the second
part, and how it changes the way we catch serial killers. No two stories about the capture of a serial
killer are the same. Sometimes, the killers make crucial mistakes; other times, investigators get
lucky. And the process of profiling, hunting, and apprehending these predators has changed
radically over time, particularly in the field of criminal forensics, which has exploded in the last ten
to 15 years. Laser ablation, video spectral analysis, cyber-sleuthing, and even DNA-based genetic
genealogy are now crucial tools in solving murders, including the recent capture of the so-called
Golden State Killer. This book in the new Profiles in Crime series tells the history of forensics
through the “capture stories” of some of the most notorious serial killers, going back almost a
century. The killers include: Rodney Alcala, a serial rapist and murderer sometimes called “Dating
Game killer” for his appearance on that TV show. No one knows the exact number of his victims.
Takahiro Shiraishi, the suicide killer from Zama, Japan, who dismembered nine victims and stored
their bodies in his refrigerator. Aileen Wuornos, one of the rare female serial killers. She shot seven
men in Florida and was turned in by an accomplice. Jeffrey Dahmer, the “Milwaukee Cannibal,” and
Bobby Joe Long, both identified by survivors Ted Bundy and David Berkowitz (“Son of Sam”), who
both made mistakes Ludwig Tessnow, who killed several children in Germany, and was caught
through new methods in forensic investigation that could distinguish human from animal blood
  bobby joe long murder: The Killer Book of True Crime Tom Philbin, Michael Philbin, 2007 The
Killer Book of True Crime is the ultimate collection of in-depth stories, trivia, quizzes, quotes and
photos gruesome and interesting enough to make any crime buff shudder in horrified delight.
  bobby joe long murder: The Murder of Bobby Joe Long: a Sex-Obsessed Psychopath Kala
Russek, 2021-07 This book is about 12 More Shocking True Crime Stories of the Worst Serial Killers
in American History Rodney Alcala: who would have thought that the handsome, charming winner of
The Dating Game was, in fact, a homicidal maniac. Kenneth Bianchi & Angelo Buono: two murderous
cousins, working together to unleash a reign of unprecedented terror on the women of Los Angeles.
Larry Eyler: a lethal psychopath who trawled the freeways of the American Midwest for victims who
he tore apart. Donald Pee Wee Gaskins: dubbed the Meanest Man in America, the diminutive
Gaskins may have claimed as many as 100 victims. H.H. Holmes: evil doctor who built a vast torture
castle in Chicago in the late 1800s, then lured countless young women to their horrific deaths.
Patrick Kearney: a.k.a. The Trash Bag Killer. Despite standing just 5'5, Kearney cut a swathe of



destruction across southern California, leaving at least 35 dismembered corpses in his wake.
Edmund Kemper III: a double murderer at 15, Kemper was set free to unleash a reign of terror on
the student population of Santa Cruz, California. Bobby Joe Long: a sex-obsessed psychopath who
graduated from rape to murder, with devastating results for the women of South Florida. Earl
Nelson: the inhuman Gorilla Killer, who rampaged through 1920's America and into Canada, killing
and raping as he went. Joel Rifkin: a born loser who failed at everything he tried - except murder.
Rifkin killed and dismembered as many as 17 women. Arthur Shawcross: having escaped the death
penalty for the murder of two children, this sadistic killer turned his attention on the prostitutes of
Rochester, New York. But did he cannibalize his victims? Coral Eugene Watts: a vicious killer who
enjoyed slashing, strangling, and drowning the helpless young women he targeted for death.
Responsible for as many as 80 murders.
  bobby joe long murder: Signature Killers Robert D. Keppel, William J. Birnes, 1997 Robert
Keppel explores in unflinching detail the monstrous patterns, sadistic compulsions, and depraved
motives of serial killers. From the Lonely Hearts Killer who hunted the most desperate of women in
1950s America to such infamous symbols of evil as Jeffrey Dahmer, Ted Bundy, and John Gacy, these
are the cases--horrifying, graphic and unforgettable--that Keppel ingeniously taps to shed light on
the darkest corners of the pathological mind. Foreword by Ann Rule.
  bobby joe long murder: Criminal Investigation on the Street G.W. Hildebrand, 2021-10-28
Criminal Investigation on the Street presents investigative principles and techniques—and applies
them to solving real-world crimes—in an engaging, student-friendly style centered on the
Investigative Triangle: legal aspects, evidence, and behavioral analysis. Students and instructors
alike will benefit from this book’s comprehensive coverage and accessible writing style. Along with
the Investigative Triangle model, which provides a solid framework for approaching investigations,
students will also learn about Criminal Investigative Analysis, a range of behavior-based services
and strategies to help solve crimes. Chapters 1–7 (Section I) present the principles and techniques of
criminal investigation—history and theory, legal background, forensics, crime scene, witnesses and
informants, interviews and interrogations—including a chapter on crime analysis and Criminal
Investigative Analysis. Chapters 8–13 (Section II) apply these principles and techniques to specific
types of crime, beginning with assault and death investigations and a separate chapter on culpable
homicide. Section II also covers sex crimes; theft, burglary, robbery, and arson; enterprise and
white-collar crime, and terrorism. The book is illustrated throughout with a variety of Exhibits:
photographs and drawings, flowcharts, facsimiles of police documents, and other instructive visuals.
Each chapter begins with an engaging vignette, some based on high-profile news articles and others
drawn from the author’s extensive experience. Interactive features—Case Focus, You Call It, and
You Write It—occur at strategic points in every chapter, challenging students to answer questions
and apply concepts to actual cases and fictional scenarios. Each chapter ends with a return to the
Investigative Triangle, assessing how it applies to the chapter’s main topics. Chapters 1–7 (Section I)
each include a list of Important Cases (court decisions relevant to the chapter’s key concepts). At the
end of every chapter (Sections I and II), the Investigate Further feature provides an annotated list of
readings, films, and other resources appropriate for class projects, term papers, and special
assignments. Each chapter concludes with review questions and a chapter summary. This book is
geared to students in the Criminal Investigation course at both two- and four-year institutions, and
will appeal to those aspiring to a career in any field related to criminal investigation.
  bobby joe long murder: Serial Killers Joel Norris, 1989-07-01 Through extensive research and
interviews with five notorious serial killers, author Joel Norris demonstrates that serial killers have
specific biological and genetic makeups that can be identified as early as five years of age. A
compelling read for both the curious layman and the concerned professional.
  bobby joe long murder: The Riverman Robert Keppel, 2010-06-15 After a search of over
twenty years, one of America's most elusive serial killers was finally apprehended. Now, read the
true story of one man's attempt to get inside se mind of the Green River Killer July 15, 1982: 3
woman's strangled body was filed, caught on the pilings of Washington state's Green River. Before



long, the Green River Killer would be suspected in at least forty-nine more homicides, with no end in
sight. Then the authorities received an unbelievable letter from the infamous serial killer Ted Bundy
-- then on Florida's death row -- offering to help catch the Green River Killer. But he would only talk
to one man: Robert Keppel, the former homicide detective who had helped track Bundy's
cross-county killing spree. Now these conversations are revealed, in which Bundy speculates about
the motive and methods of the Green River Killer -- and reveals his own twisted secrets as well. Now,
as never before, we look into the face of evil...and into the heart of a killer.
  bobby joe long murder: The Voices of Serial Killers Christopher Berry-Dee, Victoria Redstall,
2011-09-06 A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.
  bobby joe long murder: Handbook of Anger, Aggression, and Violence Colin R. Martin, Victor
R. Preedy, Vinood B. Patel, 2023-08-24 This handbook provides a detailed overview of the emotional,
physical, and social implications of anger, aggression, and violence. The book covers the recognition,
diagnosis, and evaluation of these areas, aiming to understand the aetiology of these behavioral
features to assist with prevention and cure. The book is divided into eight sections: Placing
Aggression, Anger, Aggression and Violence In Context Causes and Precipitation of Anger,
Aggression and Violence Features of Anger, Aggression and Violence Anger, Aggression and
Violence in Defined Disorders and Conditions Physical Measures of Pathology and Insights: Genetics
Physical Measures of Pathology and Insights: Non-Genetic Treatments and Therapies Methods and
Techniques Handbook of Anger, Aggression, and Violence will be of use for behavioral scientists,
psychologists, psychiatric nurses and doctors, neurologists, health scientists, general practitioners,
research scientists and all those interested in altered behavior.
  bobby joe long murder: Sexual Murder Louis B. Schlesinger, 2021-03-22 Sexual Murder:
Catathymic and Compulsive Homicides is the culmination of the author’s 45 years of experience
with, and studying, sexually motivated homicide. Sexual murders are generally of two types —
catathymic and compulsive. Catathymic homicides are caused by a breakthrough of underlying
sexual conflicts. They can be unplanned, explosive (acute) attacks or planned murders stemming
from a chronic obsession with, or disturbed attachment to, the victim. In compulsive homicides, a
fusion of sex and aggression results in a powerful internal drive which pushes the offender to seek
out victims to kill — and the killing itself is sexually gratifying. These murders also may be planned
or unplanned. In compulsive homicides that are unplanned, the urge breaks through and disrupts
the offender’s controls when a victim of opportunity crosses his path. The compulsive offender who
plans his crimes often eludes law enforcement, and as a result he can have multiple (serial) victims
over extended periods of time. Both forms of sexual murder — the catathymic and the compulsive —
are presented in this volume from a clinical-descriptive perspective encompassing case studies with
analysis. Recent advances in empirical research in sexual murder—including findings from the joint
research project between John Jay College of Criminal Justice and the FBI Behavioral Analysis Unit
in Quantico—has published many important studies. These include such topics as necrophilia,
foreign object insertions in sexual homicide, ritual and signature and temporal patterns in serial
sexual homicide, mass murder, crime scene staging in homicide, and undoing (symbolic reversal) at
homicide scenes. All such research will be included and incorporate into this fully updated Second
Edition, including approximately fifty new clinical case studies.
  bobby joe long murder: The Killer Book of Serial Killers Tom Philbin, Michael Philbin,
2009-01-01 Terrifying tales of the ultimate evil among us! One of the best serial killer books for fans
of true crime. The Killer Book of Serial Killers is the complete resource for any true crime fan or
student of the lurid, fascinating world of serial killers. Inside you'll find a concise compilation of the
world's thirty-five most notorious murderers, including an in-depth look at their crimes and the lives
that turned them into monsters. This is the perfect gift for any true crime buff or psychology
enthusiast. Sprinkled throughout the book are Q&A, quizzes, quotes, photos, and odd facts about
serial killers and their true stories to test your knowledge and make you shudder in horrified delight,
along with recommended reading to dig even deeper into their sordid lives. Learn more about
notorious serial killers like: Ted Bundy Jack the Ripper Jeffrey Dahmer Gary Ridgway, the Green



River Killer John Wayne Gacy Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka Dennis Rader, the Bind, Torture,
Kill (BTK) Killer Béla Kiss David Berkowitz, the Son of Sam With many more shocking tales and
tidbits about serial killers that will keep you up at night!
  bobby joe long murder: Criminological and Forensic Psychology Helen Gavin, 2024-02-23
A truly modern approach to criminological and forensic psychology, this engaging text explores all
aspects of the field, from defining forensic psychology, through the psychological explanations of
crime and specific crime types, to the application of psychology in detection and investigation, the
court room, and prison. This new edition has been fully updated to include more coverage of social
and developmental factors impacting crime, female offenders, and crime in times of crisis, along
with a brand-new chapter on stalking and harassment. The inclusion of topical issues such as white
supremacy and the #MeToo movement places this book fully in the moment and explores issues that
affect us all. With detailed case studies of real-life crimes throughout, this text is a perfect
companion to your studies of forensic psychology at any level. Helen Gavin was, before retiring in
2023, Subject Lead in Criminal Psychology at the University of Huddersfield.
  bobby joe long murder: The A to Z Encyclopedia of Serial Killers Harold Schechter,
2012-11-27 Bestselling true-crime writer Harold Schechter, a leading authority on serial killers, and
coauthor David Everitt offer a guided tour through the bizarre and blood-chilling world of serial
murder. Through hundreds of detailed entries that span the entire spectrum -- the shocking crimes,
the infamous perpetrators, and much more -- they examine all angles of a gruesome cultural
phenomenon that grips our imagination. From Art (both by and about serial killers) to Zeitgeist (how
killers past and present embody their times)...from Groupies (even the most sadistic killer can claim
devoted fans) to Marriage (the perfect domestic disguise for demented killers)...from Homebodies
(psychos who slay in the comfort of their homes) to Plumbing (how clogged drains have undone the
most discreet killer), THE A TO Z ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SERIAL KILLERS is the ultimate reference
for anyone compelled by the personalities and pathologies behind the most disturbing of crimes.
  bobby joe long murder: FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin , 1987
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