
biopower definition
biopower definition refers to a concept that merges biological and political
dimensions of power, primarily introduced by philosopher Michel Foucault. It
illustrates how modern states regulate populations through an array of
techniques and strategies aimed at managing life, health, and bodies. This
term has significant implications in various fields, including sociology,
political science, and bioethics, highlighting how power operates beyond
traditional sovereign control. Understanding the biopower definition involves
exploring its origins, mechanisms, and contemporary applications. This
article delves into the foundational aspects of biopower, its practical
functions, and its relevance in today's society. The discussion also covers
critiques and the evolving nature of biopower in the context of technological
advancements and global governance.
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Origin and Theoretical Background of Biopower
The biopower definition originated from the works of Michel Foucault, a
prominent French philosopher and social theorist. In his analyses, Foucault
described biopower as a form of power exercised over populations through the
regulation of life processes. Unlike traditional power, which often operated
through direct coercion or sovereign authority, biopower functions subtly by
managing bodies and biological existence.

This concept emerged prominently in Foucault’s lectures and writings during
the 1970s, where he examined how modern states shifted focus from the right
to take life to the power to foster life. The theoretical background of
biopower involves understanding the transition from sovereign power to
disciplinary and regulatory mechanisms that control populations at a
biological level.

Historical Context
Historically, biopower developed alongside the rise of modern nation-states,
the growth of capitalism, and advances in science and medicine. The



increasing emphasis on public health, statistics, and demography provided
tools for states to monitor and influence the life of their citizens. This
historical context is essential to grasp the evolution of biopower as an
instrument of governance.

Philosophical Foundations
Philosophically, biopower challenges traditional notions of sovereignty by
emphasizing the productive and regulatory aspects of power. It is rooted in
biopolitics, which explores how political power intersects with human
biology. This foundation has inspired extensive scholarly debate and
interdisciplinary research into how power shapes life itself.

Mechanisms and Techniques of Biopower
Understanding the biopower definition requires an examination of the
mechanisms and techniques through which this form of power operates. Biopower
manifests through various practices aimed at controlling populations by
managing health, reproduction, mortality, and biological processes.

Surveillance and Data Collection
One primary technique of biopower is surveillance, which involves the
systematic collection of data about populations. Governments and institutions
gather information on birth rates, mortality, disease prevalence, and other
health indicators to guide policies and interventions. This data-driven
approach allows for targeted regulation and control based on biological
factors.

Regulation of Bodies and Populations
Biopower also functions through the regulation of individual bodies and
entire populations. This regulation includes public health measures,
vaccination programs, reproductive policies, and sanitation standards
designed to optimize life and minimize risks. The emphasis lies in fostering
life and managing populations rather than exercising outright coercion.

Normalization and Social Control
Normalization processes are another critical aspect of biopower, where
societal norms are established to govern behavior and health practices. These
norms create standards for what is considered healthy, normal, or acceptable,
influencing individual choices and collective practices in alignment with
state objectives.



Applications of Biopower in Society
The biopower definition extends beyond theory into practical applications
that shape contemporary social and political realities. Biopower influences
governance, healthcare, bioethics, and global health initiatives, reflecting
its pervasive role in modern life.

Public Health Policies
Public health serves as a primary domain where biopower is exercised.
Governments implement policies such as vaccination mandates, quarantine
regulations, and health education campaigns to regulate populations' health
outcomes. These policies exemplify how biopower seeks to optimize life and
reduce biological risks on a population scale.

Bioethics and Medical Governance
Biopower also impacts bioethics, particularly in debates surrounding
reproductive rights, genetic engineering, and end-of-life care. Medical
governance frameworks use biopower principles to balance individual autonomy
with societal interests, often navigating complex ethical dilemmas related to
life and death.

Global Health and Biopower
On a global scale, biopower influences international health organizations'
strategies and pandemic responses. The management of diseases, distribution
of vaccines, and health surveillance systems exemplify how biopower operates
transnationally to regulate life across borders.

Biopower and Its Impact on Public Health
The intersection of biopower and public health reveals significant insights
into how states manage biological life and health risks. Biopower shapes the
organization, priorities, and ethical considerations of public health systems
worldwide.

Health Monitoring and Population Management
Public health systems employ biopower through continuous health monitoring
and population management efforts. Surveillance technologies and
epidemiological studies enable authorities to detect health threats early and
implement preventive measures, thereby exercising control over the biological
well-being of populations.



Vaccination and Disease Control
Vaccination programs are a quintessential example of biopower in action. By
promoting immunization, governments regulate the spread of infectious
diseases and protect collective health. These initiatives reflect the power
to foster life by minimizing mortality and morbidity risks at a population
level.

Ethical Implications in Public Health
While biopower enhances public health outcomes, it also raises ethical
questions about individual rights, informed consent, and medical paternalism.
Balancing collective welfare with personal freedoms remains a critical
challenge in deploying biopower responsibly within health policies.

Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives on
Biopower
The concept of biopower has attracted diverse critiques and ongoing scholarly
discussion regarding its implications and limitations. Contemporary
perspectives expand on Foucault’s original framework to address new
challenges posed by technological and social changes.

Critiques of Biopower
Critics argue that biopower may lead to excessive state control and the
erosion of individual freedoms. Some contend that it can justify
discriminatory practices by categorizing populations based on biological
criteria. Others highlight the potential for biopower to be co-opted by
corporate interests or surveillance capitalism.

Biopower in the Digital Age
Advancements in digital technologies have transformed biopower, enabling
unprecedented data collection and behavioral regulation. The integration of
AI, biometric monitoring, and big data analytics intensifies biopower's
reach, prompting debates over privacy, autonomy, and ethical governance.

Future Directions in Biopower Research
Ongoing research explores how biopower adapts to global challenges such as
climate change, pandemics, and biotechnology innovations. Scholars
investigate new forms of biopolitical control and resistance, emphasizing the
dynamic and contested nature of power over life.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of biopower?
Biopower is a concept developed by philosopher Michel Foucault that refers to
the practice of modern states and institutions regulating populations through
an array of techniques and strategies to control bodies and manage life
processes.

How does biopower differ from traditional forms of
power?
Unlike traditional power that is exercised through direct sovereignty or
repression, biopower operates by managing life, health, and populations
through institutions, norms, and practices aimed at optimizing and
controlling biological existence.



In what contexts is the concept of biopower commonly
applied?
Biopower is commonly applied in contexts such as public health,
governmentality, surveillance, bioethics, and social policies where the
regulation and management of human life and populations are central concerns.

Who introduced the concept of biopower and in which
work?
The concept of biopower was introduced by Michel Foucault, particularly in
his lectures at the Collège de France during the late 1970s and in his book
"The History of Sexuality, Volume 1".

Why is understanding biopower important in
contemporary society?
Understanding biopower is important because it helps analyze how modern
institutions exert control over individuals and populations, influencing
areas like healthcare, surveillance, and social regulation, which has
implications for rights, ethics, and governance.

Additional Resources
1. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison
Michel Foucault’s seminal work explores the development of modern
disciplinary institutions and the mechanisms of power that regulate bodies
and behavior. It introduces foundational concepts related to biopower,
particularly how power disciplines individual bodies. The book traces
historical shifts from sovereign power to disciplinary power, setting the
stage for understanding biopower’s role in shaping populations.

2. The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction
Also by Michel Foucault, this book introduces the concept of biopower
explicitly, examining how modern states regulate populations through the
management of sexuality and life processes. Foucault discusses how power
operates not just through repression but through the administration of life
and health. This work is essential for understanding biopower as a form of
power that focuses on life itself.

3. Biopolitics: A Reader
This edited volume compiles key essays and excerpts from various scholars,
including Michel Foucault, Giorgio Agamben, and Roberto Esposito, providing
diverse perspectives on biopower and biopolitics. It covers theoretical
foundations and contemporary applications of the concepts. The reader serves
as a comprehensive introduction for those interested in the political and
philosophical dimensions of life management.



4. Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life
Giorgio Agamben’s influential book builds on Foucault’s ideas to explore the
relationship between sovereignty and biopower. Agamben introduces the concept
of “bare life,” highlighting how political power can strip individuals of
rights while still controlling their biological existence. The book delves
into the legal and ethical implications of biopower in modern governance.

5. The Birth of Biopolitics: Michel Foucault's Lecture at the Collège de
France on Neo-Liberal Governmentality
This text collects Foucault’s lectures that further develop the idea of
biopolitics, focusing on neoliberalism and governmentality. It examines how
contemporary states use economic rationality to govern populations and manage
life. The book is crucial for understanding the evolution of biopower in late
20th-century political thought.

6. Biopower and Global Health: Governing Bodies in the Age of Epidemics
This book analyzes how biopower operates in the context of global health
crises, such as pandemics and epidemics. It explores the role of
international organizations, states, and medical institutions in controlling
populations' health and bodies. The text highlights the political and ethical
challenges of managing life on a global scale.

7. Sexuality and Biopolitics: Essays on the Governance of Life
A collection of essays that investigate the intersections of sexuality,
power, and biopolitics. The book discusses how sexual norms and practices are
regulated through biopower and how these regulations impact identity and
social structures. It offers critical insights into the ways sexuality is a
site of both control and resistance.

8. Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the Collège de France,
1977–1978
In this series of lectures, Foucault elaborates on the concepts of biopower,
governmentality, and population management. He discusses how modern states
use various strategies to secure and regulate populations territorially and
biologically. This work provides a deeper understanding of the historical and
theoretical background of biopower.

9. Population, Biopolitics, and Power: A Critical Introduction
This introductory text offers a critical overview of the concept of biopower
and its implications for understanding population management and political
authority. It incorporates interdisciplinary perspectives, including
sociology, political science, and philosophy. The book is designed for
readers seeking a clear and accessible explanation of biopower theory and its
real-world applications.
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  biopower definition: Necrogeopolitics Caroline Alphin, François Debrix, 2019-10-08
Necrogeopolitics: On Death and Death-Making in International Relations brings together a diverse
array of critical IR scholars, political theorists, critical security studies researchers, and critical
geographers to provide a series of interventions on the topic of death and death-making in global
politics. Contrary to most existing scholarship, this volume does not place the emphasis on
traditional sources or large-scale configurations of power/force leading to death in IR. Instead, it
details, theorizes, and challenges more mundane, perhaps banal, and often ordinary modalities of
violence perpetrated against human lives and bodies, and often contributing to horrific instances of
death and destruction. Concepts such as slow death, soft killing, superfluous bodies, or
extra/ordinary destruction/disappearance are brought to the fore by prominent voices in these fields
alongside more junior creative thinkers to rethink the politics of life and death in the global polity
away from dominant IR or political theory paradigms about power, force, and violence. The volume
features chapters that offer thought-provoking reconsiderations of key concepts, theories, and
practices about death and death-making along with other chapters that seek to challenge some of
these concepts, theories, or practices in settings that include the Palestinian territories, Brazilian
cities, displaced population flows from the Middle East, sites of immigration policing in North
America, and spaces of welfare politics in Scandinavian states.
  biopower definition: Neoliberalism and Cyberpunk Science Fiction Caroline Alphin,
2020-12-30 Caroline Alphin presents an original exploration of biopolitics by examining it through
the lens of cyberpunk science fiction. Comprised of five chapters, Neoliberalism and Cyberpunk
Science Fiction is guided by four central themes: biopolitics, intensification, resilience, and
accelerationism. The first chapters examine the political possibilities of cyberpunk as a genre of
science fiction and introduce one kind of neoliberal subject, the self-monitoring cyborg. These are
individuals who join fitness/health tracking devices and applications to their body to self-cultivate.
Here, Alphin presents concrete examples of how fitness trackers are a strategy of neoliberal
governmentality under the guise of self-cultivation. Moving away from Foucault’s biopolitics to
themes of intensity and resilience, Alphin draws largely from William Gibson’s Neuromancer, Neal
Stephenson’s Snow Crash, Richard K. Morgan’s Altered Carbon, along with the film Blade Runner to
problematize notions of neoliberal resilience. Alphin returns to biopolitics, intensity, and resilience,
connecting these themes to accelerationism as she engages with biohacker discourses. Here she
argues that a biohacker is, in part, an intensification of the self-monitoring cyborg and
accelerationism is in the end another form of resilience. Neoliberalism and Cyberpunk Science
Fiction is an invaluable resource for those interested in security studies, political sociology,
biopolitics, critical IR theory, political theory, cultural studies, and literary theory.
  biopower definition: Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality Thomas Lemke,
2019-03-05 Tracking the development of Foucault's key concepts Lemke offers the most
comprehensive and systematic account of Michel Foucault's work on power and government from
1970 until his death in 1984. He convincingly argues, using material that has only partly been
translated into English, that Foucault's concern with ethics and forms of subjectivation is always
already integrated into his political concerns and his analytics of power. The book also shows how
the concept of government was taken up in different lines of research in France before it gave rise to
governmentality studies in the Anglophone world. Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality
provides a clear and well-structured exposition that is theoretically challenging but also accessible
for a wider audience. Thus, the book can be read both as an original examination of Foucault's
concept of government and as a general introduction to his genealogy of power.
  biopower definition: Between Deleuze and Foucault Nicolae Morar, 2016-08-30 Deleuze
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and Foucault had a long, complicated and productive relationship, in which each was at various
times a significant influence on the other. This collection combines 3 original essays by Deleuze and
Foucault, in which they respond to each other's work, with 16 critical essays by key contemporary
scholars working in the field. The result is a sustained discussion and analysis of the various
dimensions of this fascinating relationship, which clarifies the implications of their philosophical
encounter.
  biopower definition: Animals as Biotechnology Richard Twine, 2010 In Animals as
Biotechnology sociologist Richard Twine places the question of human/animal relations at the heart
of sustainability and climate change debates. The book is shaped by the emergence of two
contradictory trends within our approach to nonhuman animals: the biotechnological turn in animal
sciences, which aims to increase the efficiency and profitability of meat and dairy production; and
the emerging field of critical animal studies - mostly in the humanities and social sciences - which
works to question the nature of our relations with other animals.The first part of the book focuses on
ethics, examining critically the dominant paradigms of bioethics and power relations between human
and non-human. The second part considers animal biotechnology and political economy, examining
commercialisation and regulation. The final part of the book centres on discussions of sustainability,
limits and an examination of the prospects for animal ethics if biotechnology becomes part of the
dominant agricultural paradigm. Twine concludes by considering whether growing calls to reduce
our consumption of meat/dairy products in the face of climate change threats are in fact complicit
with an anthropocentric understanding of sustainability and that what is needed is a more
fundamental ethical and political questioning of relations and distinctions between humans, animals
and nature.
  biopower definition: In Praise of the Common Cesare Casarino, Antonio Negri, 2008 A
publishing event -- the history and evolution of Antonio Negri's philosophical and political thought. A
leading Marxist political philosopher and intellectual firebrand, Antonio Negri has inspired
anti-empire movements around the world through his writings and personal example. In Praise of
the Common, which began as a conversation between Negri and literary critic Cesare Casarino, is
the most complete review of the philosopher's work everpublished. It includes five exchanges in
which the two intellectuals discuss Negri's evolution as a thinker from 1950 to the present, detailing
for the first time the genealogy of his concepts.
  biopower definition: Hannah Arendt and Martin Heidegger Paulina Sosnowska, 2019-07-15
The tragedy of totalitarianism, one of the most important turns in the modern philosophy and history
of the West undergirds the intellectual relationship between Martin Heidegger and Hannah Arendt.
The rise of totalitarianism caused the disruption of traditional metaphysical and political categories
and the necessity of a painstaking forging of new languages for the description of reality. This book
argues that Arendt’s answer to Heidegger’s philosophy, intelligible only within the wider context of
both thinkers’ struggles with the philosophical tradition of the West, also opens up a new horizon of
conceptualizing the relationship between philosophy and education. Paulina Sosnowska develops
Arendt's thesis of the broken thread of tradition and situates it in the wider context of Heideggerian
philosophy and his entanglement with Nazism, and consequently, questions the traditional
relationship between philosophy and education. The final parts of this book return to the problem of
dialogue between philosophy, thinking, and university education in times when the political and
ethical framework is no longer determined by the continuity of tradition, but the caesura of
twentieth-century totalitarianism.
  biopower definition: The Care of Life Miguel de Beistegui, Giuseppe Bianco, Marjorie
Gracieuse, 2014-12-22 This interdisciplinary collection of essays demonstrates how the ethical and
political problems we are confronted with today have come to focus largely on life. The contributors
to this volume define and assess the specific meaning of life itself. It is only by doing so that we can
understand why life has become an all-encompassing problem, why all questions, especially ethical
and political, have become vital questions. We have reached a moment in history where every
distinction and opposition is no longer in relation to life, but within it, and where life is at once a



theoretical and practical problem. This book throws light on this nexus of problems at the heart of
contemporary debates in bioethics and biopolitics. It helps us understand why and how life is
understood, valued, cared for and framed today. Taking a genuinely transdisciplinary approach,
these essays demonstrate how life is a multifaceted problem and how diverse the origins,
foundations and also consequences of bioethics and biopolitics therefore are.
  biopower definition: A Companion to the Anthropology of the Body and Embodiment Frances
E. Mascia-Lees, 2011-03-29 A Companion to the Anthropology of the Body and Embodiment offers
original essays that examine historical and contemporary approaches to conceptualizations of the
body. In this ground-breaking work on the body and embodiment, the latest scholarship from
anthropology and related social science fields is presented, providing new insights on body politics
and the experience of the body Original chapters cover historical and contemporary approaches and
highlight new research frameworks Reflects the increasing importance of embodiment and its
ethnographic contexts within anthropology Highlights the increasing emphasis on examining the
production of scientific, technological, and medical expertise in studying bodies and embodiment
  biopower definition: Seaweeds and Seaweed-Derived Compounds Fatih Ozogul, Monica Trif,
Alexandru Rusu, 2024-10-21 Recent advances in the industrial application and industrial
development of seaweeds are important in addressing the world's growing needs for healthy
nutrients. Seaweeds are a potentially sustainable feedstock for future food and feed, green
chemicals, and fuels. For seaweed biorefinery, the fractionation of the biomass to co-produce
multiple products is crucial in the efficient valorization of the aquatic biomass. Widespread use of
seaweed is still limited by a number of factors including harvesting access, seasonality and
geographical location of algae, toxicological aspects, as well as the availability of scalable production
methods. A good example is protein isolation from algae, since current processes of algal protein
isolation are time-consuming and economically unviable. Seaweeds and Seaweed-Derived
Compounds offers a comprehensive overview of sustainable seaweeds for the recovery of low-cost
dietary nutrients from algae and alga-based biomass and their validation to meet market the
requirements of consumers and industry in different sectors. With chapters focusing on seaweeds as
foods, pharmaceuticals and cosmetic and dermatological applications, this text provides
multidisciplinary knowledge of this sustainable biomass presented with a mix of academic and
industrial perspectives.
  biopower definition: Mad for Foucault Lynne Huffer, 2010 Contemporary critiques of sexuality
have their origins in the work of Michel Foucault. While Foucault's seminal arguments helped to
establish the foundations of queer theory and greatly advance feminist critique, Lynne Huffer argues
that our interpretation of the theorist's powerful ideas remains flawed.
  biopower definition: The Exquisite Corpse of Asian America Rachel C. Lee, 2014-12-05 Winner
of the 2016 Association for Asian American Studies Award for Best Book in Cultural Studies The
Exquisite Corpse of Asian America addresses this central question: if race has been settled as a legal
or social construction and not as biological fact, why do Asian American artists, authors, and
performers continue to scrutinize their body parts? Engaging novels, poetry, theater, and new media
from both the U.S. and internationally—such as Kazuo Ishiguro’s science fiction novel Never Let Me
Go or Ruth Ozeki’s My Year of Meats and exhibits like that of Body Worlds in which many of the
bodies on display originated from Chinese prisons—Rachel C. Lee teases out the preoccupation with
human fragments and posthuman ecologies in the context of Asian American cultural production and
theory. She unpacks how the designation of “Asian American” itself is a mental construct that is
paradoxically linked to the biological body. Through chapters that each use a body part as
springboard for reading Asian American texts, Lee inaugurates a new avenue of research on
biosociality and biopolitics within Asian American criticism, focused on the literary and cultural
understandings of pastoral governmentality, the divergent scales of embodiment, and the queer
(cross)species being of racial subjects. She establishes an intellectual alliance and methodological
synergy between Asian American studies and Science and Technology Studies (STS), biocultures,
medical humanities, and femiqueer approaches to family formation, carework, affect, and ethics. In



pursuing an Asian Americanist critique concerned with speculative and real changes to human
biologies, she both produces innovation within the field and demonstrates the urgency of that
critique to other disciplines.
  biopower definition: The Cambridge Foucault Lexicon Leonard Lawlor, John Nale, 2014-04-21
The Cambridge Foucault Lexicon is a reference tool that provides clear and incisive definitions and
descriptions of all of Foucault's major terms and influences, including history, knowledge, language,
philosophy and power. It also includes entries on philosophers about whom Foucault wrote and who
influenced Foucault's thinking, such as Deleuze, Heidegger, Nietzsche and Canguilhem. The entries
are written by scholars of Foucault from a variety of disciplines such as philosophy, gender studies,
political science and history. Together, they shed light on concepts key to Foucault and to ongoing
discussions of his work today.
  biopower definition: Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical Amy Swiffen, 2010-12-13 Law, Ethics
and the Biopolitical explores the emerging consensus that legal authority is no longer related to
national sovereignty but to the common good of a political community and the ‘moral’ attempt to
nurture life.
  biopower definition: Rethinking Marxism The Rethinking Marxism Editorial Collective,
2023-05-31 First published in 2006. This issue highlights both the often-undervalued practice of
translation and the significance of rereading-and rethinking-classic Marxian texts with a symposium
on Joseph Buttigieg's new edition of Antonio Gramsci's Prison Notebooks.
  biopower definition: Life After Literature Zoltán Kulcsár-Szabó, Tamás Lénárt, Attila Simon,
Roland Végső, 2020-04-24 This book offers innovative investigations of the concept of life in art and
in theory. It features essays that explore biopoetics and look at how insights from the natural
sciences shape research within the humanities. Since literature, works of art, and other cultural
products decisively shape our ideas of what it means to be human, the contributors to this volume
examine the question of what literature, literary and cultural criticism, and philosophy contribute to
the distinctions (or non-distinctions) between human, animal, and vegetal existence. Coverage
combines different methodological aspects and addresses a wide field of comparative literary
studies. The essays consider the question of language (as a distinctive feature of human existence) in
a number of different contexts, which range from Aristotle’s works, through several historical layers
of the philosophical discourse on the origins of speech, to modern anthropology, and 20th century
continental philosophy. In addition, the volume includes concrete case studies to the current
post-humanism debate and provides literary, art historian, and philosophical perspectives on animal
studies. The historical multiplicity of the various cultural representations of biological existence (be
that human, animal, vegetal, or mixed) might serve as a productive foundation for discussing the
nature and forms of literature’s critical contributions to our understanding of these fundamental
categories. This volume opens up this subject to students and scholars of literature, art, philosophy,
ethics, and cultural studies, and to anyone with a theoretical interest in the questions of life.
  biopower definition: Discursive Perspectives on Education Policy and Implementation
Jessica Nina Lester, Chad R. Lochmiller, Rachael E. Gabriel, 2017-07-12 This edited volume
demonstrates some of the potential contributions of discourse analytic approaches to the study of
education policy and its implementation within particular policy contexts. Contributing authors
provide a range of perspectives, examining education policy using both micro-analytic traditions and
more macro-analytic traditions. With examples of research focused on various stages of the policy
process from agenda-setting and policy-making to implementation and media representations, this
volume will appeal to scholars engaged in research at the intersection of education policy and
discourse analysis, and to students with specific interests in education policy and qualitative
research methods.
  biopower definition: Precarious objects Ilaria Vanni, 2020-12-01 Precarious objects explores
the traffic between design and activism by telling stories drawn from contemporary
counter-precarity cases in Italy. As a category of labour and of global social experience in general,
precarity is a wicked problem that affects all aspects of life, regulating the production and



circulation of a wide range of material and immaterial effects. In this book, three microhistories of
counter-precarity explore existent forms of resistance and resilience to precarity. Drawing on
ethnographies and archives and bringing together debates from design theory, cultural studies and
geography, this study shows how design objects and practices recode political communication and
reorient how things are imagined, produced and circulated. It also shows how design as a practice
can reconfigure material conditions and prefigure ways to repair some of the effects of precarity on
everyday life.
  biopower definition: Political Theory on Death and Dying Erin A. Dolgoy, Kimberly Hurd
Hale, Bruce Peabody, 2021-09-14 Political Theory on Death and Dying provides a comprehensive,
encyclopedic review that compiles and curates the latest scholarship, research, and debates on the
political and social implications of death and dying. Adopting an easy-to-follow chronological and
multi-disciplinary approach on 45 canonical figures and thinkers, leading scholars from a diverse
range of fields, including political science, philosophy, and English, discuss each thinker’s ethical
and philosophical accounts on mortality and death. Each chapter focuses on a single established
figure in political philosophy, as well as religious and literary thinkers, covering classical to
contemporary thought on death. Through this approach, the chapters are designed to stand alone,
allowing the reader to study every entry in isolation and with greater depth, as well as trace how
thinkers are influenced by their predecessors. A key contribution to the field, Political Theory on
Death and Dying provides an excellent overview for students and researchers who study philosophy
of death, the history of political thought, and political philosophy.
  biopower definition: The Body in Theory Becky R. McLaughlin, Eric Daffron, 2021-08-25 The
body has always had the potential to unsettle us with its strange exigencies and suppurations, its
demands and desires, and thus throughout the ages, it has continued to be a subject of interest and
obsession. This collection of twelve peer-reviewed essays on Jacques Lacan and Michel Foucault
interrogates the body in all of its beauty...and with all of its blights and blemishes. Written by a
diverse body of scholars--art historians, cultural theorists, English professors, philosophers,
psychoanalysts, and sociologists from North America and Europe--these essays bring into
conversation two intellectual giants frequently seen as antagonists, and thus rarely seen together.
Topics covered include: the intersections of Foucault and Lacan and how they bring to light new
thoughts on the senses, the self-destructive body, ableism and disability in Guillermo del Toro's film
The Shape of Water, body image and the ego, selfie-culture, and metamorphosis in Ottessa
Moshfegh's novel My Year of Rest and Relaxation, among others.
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