
best black history books

best black history books offer invaluable insights into the rich and complex narratives of African
American experiences throughout history. These works encompass a range of genres including
biographies, historical analyses, memoirs, and cultural studies, each contributing to a deeper
understanding of Black history and its impact on society. Exploring the best black history books
allows readers to engage with stories of resilience, struggle, and triumph that have shaped the
United States and the world. This article will highlight some of the most influential and critically
acclaimed books in this category, providing readers with essential titles for expanding their
knowledge. From comprehensive historical accounts to intimate personal stories, these books cover
a variety of themes such as slavery, civil rights, cultural identity, and social justice. Additionally, this
guide will explore different types of black history literature, including works by groundbreaking
authors and scholars. Whether for academic purposes or personal enrichment, these best black
history books serve as fundamental resources for anyone interested in understanding the
multifaceted legacy of Black people. The following sections will delve into recommended titles,
thematic categories, and tips for selecting the right books on Black history.

Top Recommended Best Black History Books

Biographies and Memoirs

Historical Analyses and Cultural Studies

Books for Young Readers and Educational Resources

How to Choose the Right Black History Book

Top Recommended Best Black History Books
Identifying the top recommended best black history books involves considering works that have
made a significant impact in both scholarly and popular circles. These books provide comprehensive
coverage of Black history from various perspectives, making them indispensable for readers seeking
depth and accuracy. The selection includes classics as well as contemporary titles that have been
praised for their research, narrative strength, and cultural importance.

Notable Titles to Explore
Some of the most celebrated best black history books include:

"The Souls of Black Folk" by W.E.B. Du Bois – A seminal work that combines history,
sociology, and personal reflection to examine African American life in the early 20th century.

"Stamped from the Beginning" by Ibram X. Kendi – An award-winning exploration of the
origins and evolution of racist ideas in America.



"The Warmth of Other Suns" by Isabel Wilkerson – A masterful narrative chronicling the
Great Migration of African Americans from the South to northern cities.

"Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass" by Frederick Douglass – A powerful slave
narrative that details his journey from slavery to freedom.

"Between the World and Me" by Ta-Nehisi Coates – A contemporary reflection on racial
identity and systemic injustice in America.

Biographies and Memoirs
Biographies and memoirs are vital components of the best black history books because they provide
personal perspectives that humanize historical events and movements. These works often reveal
intimate details about the lives of influential Black figures, highlighting their contributions and
challenges.

Influential Figures in Black History
Biographical accounts in black history literature often focus on leaders, activists, artists, and
intellectuals who have made indelible marks on society. These narratives offer readers a chance to
understand the complexities of these individuals' lives and their roles in shaping history.

Examples of Essential Biographies and Memoirs

"The Autobiography of Malcolm X" by Malcolm X and Alex Haley – An extraordinary
account of Malcolm X's life, transformation, and activism.

"I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings" by Maya Angelou – A poignant memoir depicting
Angelou’s early life and the challenges she overcame.

"Assata: An Autobiography" by Assata Shakur – A compelling recounting of Shakur’s life as
an activist and her experiences with the criminal justice system.

"Barracoon" by Zora Neale Hurston – A unique narrative based on interviews with Cudjo
Lewis, one of the last survivors of the transatlantic slave trade.

Historical Analyses and Cultural Studies
Historical analyses and cultural studies within the best black history books category provide
scholarly examinations of social, political, and cultural phenomena related to Black communities.
These works often contextualize Black history within broader American and global histories.



Key Themes in Historical and Cultural Studies
These books explore themes such as systemic racism, the civil rights movement, Black cultural
expression, and the evolution of African diasporic identities. They use rigorous research
methodologies to uncover overlooked narratives and challenge dominant historical perspectives.

Noteworthy Titles

"Black Reconstruction in America" by W.E.B. Du Bois – A groundbreaking historical study
that challenges traditional narratives about the Reconstruction era.

"Sister Outsider" by Audre Lorde – A collection of essays and speeches that examine race,
gender, and identity from a Black feminist perspective.

"The Fire Next Time" by James Baldwin – A profound analysis of race relations in America
during the 1960s.

"How to Be an Antiracist" by Ibram X. Kendi – A contemporary work that blends memoir and
scholarship to discuss antiracism and policy change.

Books for Young Readers and Educational Resources
Introducing young readers to the best black history books is crucial for fostering an early
understanding of Black heritage, struggles, and achievements. Educational resources tailored for
children and teens make Black history accessible and engaging.

Importance of Age-Appropriate Black History Books
Younger audiences benefit from stories that are both informative and relatable, often presented
through picture books, illustrated biographies, and simplified historical accounts. These books
promote cultural awareness and help build empathy from an early age.

Popular Titles for Children and Teens

"Hidden Figures (Young Readers' Edition)" by Margot Lee Shetterly – The inspiring story
of African American women mathematicians at NASA.

"Henry’s Freedom Box" by Ellen Levine – A historical fiction picture book about a young
slave’s journey to freedom.

"March: Book One" by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell – A graphic novel memoir
recounting Congressman Lewis’s role in the civil rights movement.



"Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History" by Vashti Harrison – Illustrated
biographies of notable Black women for young readers.

How to Choose the Right Black History Book
Selecting the best black history books requires consideration of the reader’s interests, educational
needs, and the credibility of the author. The diversity of Black history literature means that some
books may focus more on personal narratives, while others emphasize scholarly research.

Factors to Consider When Choosing Books
Readers should evaluate:

The author’s background and expertise in Black history or related fields.

The book’s intended audience—academic, general readers, or young readers.

The scope of the book, whether it covers broad historical periods or specific events or figures.

Critical reviews and recommendations from trusted sources.

The book’s balance between narrative style and factual content.

Using Black History Books for Research and Learning
For academic purposes, selecting comprehensive, well-researched books with citations and
references is essential. For personal enrichment, books that combine storytelling with historical
facts can provide a more engaging reading experience. Additionally, mixing different types of
books—biographies, historical analyses, and cultural studies—can offer a more holistic
understanding of Black history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best books on Black history for
beginners?
Some of the best books on Black history for beginners include 'The Souls of Black Folk' by W.E.B. Du
Bois, 'Stamped from the Beginning' by Ibram X. Kendi, and 'The Warmth of Other Suns' by Isabel
Wilkerson.



Which books provide a comprehensive overview of African
American history?
'From Slavery to Freedom' by John Hope Franklin and Evelyn Higginbotham and 'The African
American Experience' by Alton Hornsby Jr. are excellent comprehensive overviews of African
American history.

Are there any influential black history books written by Black
authors?
Yes, influential books include 'Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass' by Frederick Douglass,
'Black Boy' by Richard Wright, and 'Between the World and Me' by Ta-Nehisi Coates.

What are some recommended books about the Civil Rights
Movement?
'Eyes on the Prize' by Juan Williams, 'Parting the Waters' by Taylor Branch, and 'The Autobiography
of Malcolm X' by Malcolm X and Alex Haley are highly recommended books about the Civil Rights
Movement.

Which books explore Black women's history and
contributions?
'Hidden Figures' by Margot Lee Shetterly, 'Assata: An Autobiography' by Assata Shakur, and 'Sisters
in the Struggle' edited by Bettye Collier-Thomas and V.P. Franklin highlight Black women's history
and contributions.

Are there any recent bestsellers on Black history?
'Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents' by Isabel Wilkerson and 'Four Hundred Souls' edited by
Ibram X. Kendi and Keisha N. Blain are recent bestsellers that provide insightful perspectives on
Black history.

What books are good for young readers to learn about Black
history?
'Brown Girl Dreaming' by Jacqueline Woodson, 'Hidden Figures' (Young Readers' Edition) by Margot
Lee Shetterly, and 'March' by John Lewis are excellent books for young readers.

Can you recommend books that discuss the history of slavery
in America?
'The Half Has Never Been Told' by Edward E. Baptist and 'Soul by Soul' by Walter Johnson provide
detailed accounts of the history of slavery in America.



What are some important books on Black history that focus on
culture and identity?
'The Fire Next Time' by James Baldwin, 'Black Skin, White Masks' by Frantz Fanon, and 'How to Be
an Antiracist' by Ibram X. Kendi explore Black history through the lenses of culture and identity.

Where can I find curated lists of the best Black history books?
Curated lists can be found on websites like Goodreads, the New York Public Library, and NPR, which
regularly update their recommendations for the best Black history books.

Additional Resources
1. “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration” by Isabel Wilkerson
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book chronicles the migration of African Americans from the rural South
to the urban North and West between 1915 and 1970. Wilkerson brings to life the personal stories of
three individuals, weaving a powerful narrative about resilience, hope, and the search for a better
life. It offers profound insights into the social and cultural impact of this historic movement.

2. “Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America” by Ibram X.
Kendi
Kendi's comprehensive work examines the origins and evolution of racist ideas throughout American
history. By tracing these beliefs from colonial times to the present, the book challenges readers to
understand how systemic racism has been constructed and perpetuated. It is an essential read for
those seeking to grasp the complexities of racism in the United States.

3. “The Souls of Black Folk” by W.E.B. Du Bois
Published in 1903, this seminal work is a cornerstone of African American literature and thought. Du
Bois explores themes of identity, race, and the struggle for civil rights with eloquence and depth. His
concept of "double consciousness" remains influential in discussions of race and identity today.

4. “Between the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Written as a letter to his teenage son, Coates reflects on the realities of being Black in America. The
book combines personal narrative with historical analysis, offering a poignant meditation on race,
fear, and hope. It has been widely praised for its honest and powerful prose.

5. “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave” by Frederick Douglass
This autobiography by the former slave and abolitionist leader provides a firsthand account of the
brutality of slavery and the journey to freedom. Douglass’s eloquent and passionate writing helped
galvanize the abolitionist movement in the 19th century. It remains a vital historical document and
inspirational story.

6. “Black Boy” by Richard Wright
In this memoir, Wright recounts his experiences growing up in the Jim Crow South and his eventual
move to the North. The book explores themes of racial prejudice, poverty, and the search for
identity. It is a powerful narrative about overcoming adversity and the quest for self-expression.

7. “How We Fight for Our Lives” by Saeed Jones
Jones’s memoir is a poignant exploration of race, sexuality, and identity in America. Through vivid



storytelling, he shares his journey from a conservative upbringing in the South to becoming a
celebrated poet and writer. The book offers a fresh perspective on the intersections of Blackness and
queer identity.

8. “The Autobiography of Malcolm X” as told to Alex Haley
This influential autobiography traces Malcolm X’s transformation from a troubled youth to a
prominent civil rights leader. It offers deep insights into the struggles for Black empowerment, self-
determination, and justice. The book remains a vital text for understanding the complexities of race
and activism.

9. “Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches” by Audre Lorde
A collection of essays and speeches, this book showcases Lorde’s fierce intellect and commitment to
social justice. Her work addresses issues of race, gender, sexuality, and the power of intersectional
activism. Lorde’s voice continues to inspire and challenge readers to confront inequality and
embrace difference.
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  best black history books: African American Nonfiction Books in the 21st Century Harry
B. Dunbar, 2005 This work is essentially a bibliography consisting of a representative sampling of 58
nonfiction books published in the year 2004 about African Americans and about the issues that
impacted and impact us, - viewed in the context of the canon of 664 selected from those published in
the last two decades of the twentieth century. The offerings of the mainstream press in the period
1939-1964 are cited as a backdrop. Ninety-one titles published over the years 2001 to 2003
constitute the sampling for that period. The surge in the publication of books in the canon at the end
of the 20th century is analyzed.
  best black history books: Heroes of Black History (A TIME for Kids Book) The Editors of
TIME for Kids, 2017-12-19 TIME For Kids Heroes of Black History presents the stories of four great
American lives in one volume: Harriet Tubman, Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks, and Barack Obama.
This amazing value collection of biographies, heavily illustrated with photos and artwork, spans
three centuries of African American History and is ideal for newly independent readers looking for
report-worthy topics for both school work and personal interest reading. Perfect for social justice
units on American Civil Rights, American History, Race and Community, and current events
discussion, this book aligns with Common Core States Standards in multidisciplinary areas of
English Language Arts, Nonfiction, and Social Studies.
  best black history books: Young Adult Fiction by African American Writers, 1968-1993
Deborah Kutenplon, Ellen Olmstead, 2014-04-08 Comprehensive and up-to-dateThe first
contemporary publication to go beyond examining broad themes and trends in the field, this timely
volume looks closely at specific authors and texts. The book is comprehensive and as current as
possible, covering works by African American authors for young adults published between
1968-1993-some 200 titles by close to 50 writers. In addition to established authors and bestselling
titles, the coverage includes material overlooked by previous studies, such as works from small
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presses and talented new authors.Guidlines for evaluationAn extensive introduction reviews
important milestones in this body of literature and analyzes noteworthy bibliographical and critical
publications about such writing. It includes suggested guidelines for evaluating a work in terms of
its direct and indirect treatment of such issues as race, gender, class, ability, age, sexuality, and
sexual orientation. The book also offers specific guidance for determining the appropriate
readership for a work with regard to age and gender.Unusually extensive annotationsThe main body
of the book is an annotated bibliography, alphabetical by author, with the works arranged
chronologically by publication date. The annotations are much more extensive than those in other
bibliographies. Each annotation reads more like a full-length book review and is from one to two
pages long and explores themes, plot and character development, evaluates the quality of the
writing, judges the handling of issues of race, class, and gender, and provides a readership
recommendation.Written in accessible language, this user-friendly book presents a wide range of
factual information, evaluations, and analyses. It is a valuable tool for all teachers, librarians,
counselors, and young adults
  best black history books: Black Enterprise , 1996-01 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the ultimate
source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  best black history books: Ebony , 1975-03 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
  best black history books: Crazy as Hell Hoke S. Glover III, V. Efua Prince, 2024-06-04 By
turns hilarious, candid, and heartbreaking, this powerful book takes the straitjacket off Black
history. A refreshing, insightful, sacrilegious take on African American history, Crazy as Hell
explores the site of America’s greatest contradictions. The notables of this book are the runaways
and the rebels, the badass and funky, the activists and the inmates—from Harriet Tubman, Nina
Simone, and Muhammad Ali to B’rer Rabbit, Single Mamas, and Wakandans—but are they crazy as
hell, or do they simply defy the expectations designated for being Black in America? With humor and
insight, scholars and writers V. Efua Prince and Hoke S. Glover III (Bro. Yao) offer brief breakdowns
of one hundred influential, archetypal, and infamous figures, building a new framework that
emphasizes their humanity. Including an introduction by MacArthur Fellow Reginald Dwayne Betts
and peppered with little-known historical facts and PSAs that get real about the Black experience,
Crazy as Hell captures the tenacious, irreverent spirit that accompanies a long struggle for freedom.
  best black history books: Ebony , 2000-11 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
  best black history books: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the Present Paul
Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores significant events, major
persons, organizations, and political and social movements in African-American history from 1896 to
the twenty-first-century.
  best black history books: The Best Of The Little Known Black History Facts Sala S.
Shabazz, 2002 This book attempts to present facts to help you to read between the lines to discern
the truth. Read, meditate, discern, know yourself, your human self, your family self and your GOD
self
  best black history books: The 100 Greatest Americans of the 20th Century Peter Dreier,
2012-06-26 A chronological collection of brief biographies on important figures for social justice in
American history, including Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Bob Dylan.
  best black history books: King of the North Jeanne Theoharis, 2025-04-01 A Ms. Magazine
Most Anticipated Book From the New York Times bestselling author, a radical reframing of the life
and work of Martin Luther King Jr. “Theoharis shows us through penetrating research and sensitive,
scholarly insight that Dr. King not only was keenly aware of the history of antiblack racism in the



North, but battled it from the very beginning of his career.” —Henry Louis Gates Jr. The Martin
Luther King Jr. of popular memory vanquished Jim Crow in the South. But in this myth-shattering
book, award-winning and New York Times bestselling historian Jeanne Theoharis argues that King’s
time in Boston, New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago—outside Dixie—was at the heart of his
campaign for racial justice. King of the North follows King as he crisscrosses the country from the
Northeast to the West Coast, challenging school segregation, police brutality, housing segregation,
and job discrimination. For these efforts, he was relentlessly attacked by white liberals, the media,
and the federal government. In this bold retelling, King emerges as a someone who not only led a
movement but who showed up for other people’s struggles; a charismatic speaker who also listened
and learned; a Black man who experienced police brutality; a minister who lived with and organized
alongside the poor; and a husband who—despite his flaws—depended on Coretta Scott King as an
intellectual and political guide in the national fight against racism, poverty, and war. King of the
North speaks directly to our struggles over racial inequality today. Just as she restored Rosa Parks’s
central place in modern American history, so Theoharis radically expands our understanding of
King’s life and work—a vision of justice unfulfilled in the present.
  best black history books: Really Good Books for Kids Janaan Manternach, 2007 Locating
worthwhile books for kids can be a challenge in our contemporary culture. How can a teacher,
catechist, or parent find reading material these days that reflects moral values and/or teaches
something about God? In Really Good Books For Kids, catechist and author Janaan Manternach
meets that need head on by providing an invaluable reference that presents an outstanding selection
of children's books, along with valuable reviews of their entertainment and educational value. She
has organized this guide to help readers locate books by subject matter (e.g., Books That Raise
Moral Consciousness, Bible Storybooks, and Poetry) or by religious theme (e.g., Resurrection
Stories, Christmas Stories). This unique reference is an ideal resource for parents and for anyone
else entrusted with the care and upbringing of kids--especially teachers and catechists looking for
the right books to read to their pupils and add to their fibraries. And Really Good Books For Kids is a
perfect Baptism or First Communion gift for parents.
  best black history books: Teaching African and African American History In the Home,
School, and Community Dr. Eva M. Doyle, 2023-11-13 The book “My Journey of 45 Years Teaching
African American History in the Home, School, and Community” traces the author’s life as an
Educator, Historian, and Community Activist with the goal of sharing little-known facts about the
contributions of African Americans to our nation and the world. Much of this history has been
excluded from many textbooks. The readers will find this book to be biographical, informative, and
historical. The places, events, community projects, and people featured here have contributed to a
life-long journey of research and writing. It is the hope of this writer that this book will be used not
only as a resource to learn more about the contributions of African Americans, but as an incentive
for readers to share their talents, knowledge, and creativity to make a difference in the world. This
is the 13th book in the Eye on History Series of publications designed to educate and inform readers
on a variety of topics. For more information go to: www.evamdoyle.com
  best black history books: The Struggle for Black History Abul Pitre, Ruth Ray, Esrom Pitre,
2008 The Struggle for Black History: Foundations for a Critical Black Pedagogy in Education
captures the controversy that surrounds the implementation of Black studies in schools' curricula.
This book examines student experiences of a controversial Black history program in 1994 that
featured critical discourse about the historical role of racism and its impact on Black people. The
program and its continuing controversy is analyzed by drawing from the analyses of Elijah
Muhammad, Carter G. Woodson, Maulana Karenga, Molefi Asante, Paulo Freire, Peter McLaren,
James Banks, and others. Professors Abul and Esrom Pitre and Professor Ruth Ray use case studies
and student experiences to highlight the challenges faced when trying to implement Black studies
programs. This study provides the reader with an illuminating picture of critical pedagogy, critical
race theory, multicultural education, and Black studies in action. The book lays the foundation for
what the authors term critical Black pedagogy in education, which is an examination of African



American leaders, scholars, students, activists, their exegeses and challenge of power relations in
Black education. In addition, the book provides recommendations for schools, parents, students, and
activists interested in implementing Black studies and multicultural education.
  best black history books: Blacklisted! Larry Dane Brimner, 2018-10-09 A Kirkus Reviews Best
Children's Book NEW FROM 2018 SIBERT MEDALIST LARRY DANE BRIMNER! Here is the story of
19 men from the film industry who were investigated for suspected communist ties during the Cold
War, and the 10--known as the Hollywood Ten--who were blacklisted for standing up for their First
Amendment rights and refusing to cooperate. World War II is over, but tensions between the
communist Soviet Union and the US are at an all-time high. In America, communist threats are seen
everywhere and a committee is formed in the nation's capital to investigate those threats. Larry
Dane Brimner follows the story of 19 men--all from the film industry--who are summoned to appear
before the House of Representatives Committee on Un-American Activities. All 19 believe that the
committee's investigations into their political views and personal associations are a violation of their
First Amendment rights. When the first 10 of these men refuse to give the committee the simple
answers it wants, they are cited for contempt of Congress and blacklisted.
  best black history books: Educational Times , 1925
  best black history books: Encyclopedia of African American Women Writers Yolanda
Williams Page, 2007-01-30 African American women writers published extensively during the
Harlem Renaissance and have been extraordinarily prolific since the 1970s. This book surveys the
world of African American women writers. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on more
than 150 novelists, poets, playwrights, short fiction writers, autobiographers, essayists, and
influential scholars. The Encyclopedia covers established contemporary authors such as Toni
Morrison and Gloria Naylor, along with a range of neglected and emerging figures. Each entry is
written by an expert contributor and provides a brief biography, a discussion of major works, a
survey of the author's critical reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. Literature
students will value this book for its exploration of African American literature, while social studies
students will appreciate its examination of social issues through literature. African American women
writers have made an enormous contribution to our culture. Many of these authors wrote during the
Harlem Renaissance, a particularly vital time in African American arts and letters, while others have
been especially active since the 1970s, an era in which works by African American women are
adapted into films and are widely read in book clubs. Literature by African American women is
important for its aesthetic qualities, and it also illuminates the social issues which these authors
have confronted. This book conveniently surveys the lives and works of African American women
writers. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on more than 150 African American women
novelists, poets, playwrights, short fiction writers, autobiographers, essayists, and influential
scholars. Some of these figures, such as Toni Morrison and Gloria Naylor, are among the most
popular authors writing today, while others have been largely neglected or are recently emerging.
Each entry provides a biography, a discussion of major works, a survey of the writer's critical
reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. The Encyclopedia closes with a selected,
general bibliography. Students and general readers will welcome this guide to the rich achievement
of African American women. Literature students will value its exploration of the works of these
writers, while social studies students will appreciate its examination of the social issues these
women confront in their works.
  best black history books: Wisdom to Inspire Vol.2 a Book of Poetry the Spoken Word Desmond
S. Skyers, 2020-01-02 Wisdom to inspire is a book of poems, Collection of words designed to inspire,
motivate and encourage right thoughts and right actions. These poems come from the depths of my
soul, from the very essence of who I am. Poems that tells stories, simple stories of where I have
been, what I have seen and heard of the nature of people, places and things. Poems, that come from
experiences lived, experiences that gave me strength to live and grow into the person I am today.
  best black history books: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2001 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States



Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  best black history books: The Shaping of Black Identities Jimmie R. Hawkins, 2025-02-04 Turn
the traditional generational groupings on their head through this examination of Black life, culture,
and the struggle for racial justice in the United States. The Shaping of Black Identities explores the
generations of African Americans who have lived in the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries
and the impact that living in the United States has had on them. Jimmie R. Hawkins examines how
identity is formed and shaped by internal and external forces. He investigates collective memory and
the stories told to each succeeding generation about the lives of the preceding generations. But most
of all, this book is about belonging. Using the generational time frames established by the Pew
Research Center, Hawkins proposes six new generational categories rooted in the Black experience:
the New Negro, Motown, Black Power, Hip-Hop, #BlackLivesMatter, and Obama generations. He
emphasizes the need for reexamination in distinguishing generational uniqueness with attention to
disparate, nondominant groups. Given the history of racial and cultural discrimination against Blacks
in the United States, such an examination of the ways in which Black life has taken its own unique
shape among generations offers new ways to understand the transition in identity adopted by
Blacks. Hawkins examines the historical contexts that shaped each generation and the general
attitudes and perceptions of each generation as influenced by the cultural, political, and racial
environment of the nation. Throughout, there is a unique focus on Black protest. With its attention to
each generation of Blacks, The Shaping of Black Identities speaks to this active, liberative, and
distinct historical attempt to define the self in the pivotal and ongoing search for meaning.
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