blue blood rebekah harkness

blue blood rebekah harkness was a prominent American socialite, philanthropist, and arts patron
known for her immense wealth and influential cultural contributions. Born into an affluent and
prestigious family, Rebekah Harkness was often described as a "blue blood," a term denoting
aristocratic lineage and elite social standing. Her life spanned numerous facets, including her role as
a patron of the arts, her involvement in ballet, and her notable philanthropic efforts. This article
explores the various dimensions of blue blood Rebekah Harkness’s life, from her family background
and marriage to her lasting legacy in the arts. Through a detailed examination, readers will gain
insight into how her wealth and status shaped her impact on American culture and society.
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Family Background and Early Life

Blue blood Rebekah Harkness was born into a family with significant wealth and social standing. Her
lineage was marked by ties to prominent American families, which helped establish her position in
elite social circles from an early age. The term "blue blood" refers to her aristocratic heritage,
indicating noble ancestry and privileged upbringing.

Her upbringing was characterized by access to the finest education and social opportunities, which
further reinforced her status within the upper echelons of society. The values instilled during her
early years played a crucial role in shaping her philanthropic and cultural interests later in life.

Family Heritage and Wealth

Rebekah Harkness’s family wealth originated from successful ventures in various industries,
including oil and real estate. This financial foundation provided her with the means to pursue her
interests without constraint, allowing her to become a significant patron of the arts. Understanding
her family background offers insight into the resources that enabled her contributions to culture and
society.

Education and Social Environment

Raised in an environment that emphasized refinement and cultural appreciation, Harkness received



an education befitting her status. Exposure to art, literature, and music from a young age influenced
her lifelong dedication to supporting artistic endeavors. Her social environment also introduced her
to influential figures, which expanded her network and influence.

Marriage and Personal Life

Blue blood Rebekah Harkness’s personal life was marked by her marriage to William Hale Harkness,
an heir to the Standard Oil fortune. This union significantly increased her wealth and social
prominence, further establishing her as a key figure within America’s elite circles.

Her marriage lasted until William Harkness’s death, after which Rebekah inherited substantial
wealth. This inheritance gave her the financial freedom to pursue her passions and philanthropic
activities with greater intensity.

Marriage to William Hale Harkness

The marriage connected Rebekah to one of the wealthiest families in the United States, amplifying
her status as a blue blood socialite. William Hale Harkness’s fortune stemmed from oil wealth,
making the couple part of America’s financial aristocracy. Their lifestyle reflected their wealth, with
residences, art collections, and social engagements befitting their standing.

Personal Interests and Lifestyle

Beyond her marriage, Rebekah Harkness cultivated interests in art collecting, music, and
philanthropy. She was known for her extravagant lifestyle, which included commissioning art,
hosting cultural events, and supporting artists. Her personal passion for the arts became a defining
feature of her identity.

Philanthropy and Contribution to the Arts

Blue blood Rebekah Harkness is widely recognized for her extensive philanthropic efforts,
particularly in the cultural sector. Her patronage helped sustain and develop various arts
organizations, reflecting her commitment to nurturing creative expression and preserving artistic
heritage.

Her philanthropy was characterized by significant financial support, enabling institutions and artists
to flourish. This support extended to dance, theater, and visual arts, positioning her as a vital
benefactor in the American cultural landscape.

Major Philanthropic Endeavors

Harkness donated millions to arts institutions and individual artists, often providing the funding
necessary for groundbreaking projects and performances. Her generosity was instrumental in the
survival and expansion of several ballet companies and theaters.



Impact on Cultural Institutions

Her contributions helped transform cultural institutions by offering resources for education,
performance, and preservation. The arts community recognized her as a champion who elevated the
status of dance and theater in America during the mid-20th century.

Involvement in Ballet and Performing Arts

A significant aspect of blue blood Rebekah Harkness’s legacy is her deep involvement in ballet and
the performing arts. An avid supporter of dance, she founded and funded several ballet companies,
including the Harkness Ballet, which gained international acclaim.

Her patronage extended beyond financial support; she actively participated in shaping the artistic
direction of the companies she supported. This hands-on approach distinguished her from other
patrons and contributed to the success and innovation of American ballet during her era.

Founding of the Harkness Ballet

The Harkness Ballet was established in the 1960s as a direct result of her investment and passion
for dance. The company became renowned for its artistic excellence and innovative performances,
attracting top dancers and choreographers from around the world.

Support for Choreographers and Dancers

Rebekah Harkness provided crucial funding and opportunities for emerging and established
choreographers and dancers. Her patronage allowed them to experiment with new styles and
productions, enriching the cultural fabric of American performing arts.

The Legacy of Blue Blood Rebekah Harkness

Blue blood Rebekah Harkness left an indelible mark on American culture and philanthropy. Her
aristocratic background combined with her genuine passion for the arts created a unique legacy that
continues to influence the cultural world today.

Her name remains synonymous with artistic patronage, and her contributions serve as a model for
supporting the arts through private wealth. The institutions and artists she supported continue to
benefit from the foundation she established.

Enduring Influence on Arts Patronage

Harkness'’s approach to philanthropy set a precedent for future generations of patrons. Her blend of
financial support and active involvement demonstrated how wealthy individuals could meaningfully
impact the arts sector.



Recognition and Memorials

Several awards, scholarships, and institutions bear her name, honoring her contributions and
perpetuating her commitment to artistic excellence. These memorials ensure that her legacy as blue
blood Rebekah Harkness remains vibrant and influential.

e Aristocratic heritage and social standing

e Marriage to William Hale Harkness and increased wealth
¢ Philanthropic support for arts and culture

e Founding and funding of the Harkness Ballet

e Lasting impact on American arts patronage

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Rebekah Harkness?

Rebekah Harkness was an American philanthropist, socialite, and patron of the arts, known for her
wealth and influence in the mid-20th century.

What is 'Blue Blood' in relation to Rebekah Harkness?

In relation to Rebekah Harkness, 'Blue Blood' often refers to her aristocratic heritage and elite social
status as a member of a wealthy and influential family.

Why is Rebekah Harkness considered a notable figure in high
society?

Rebekah Harkness is notable for her extravagant lifestyle, philanthropy, and significant
contributions to the arts, including founding the Harkness Ballet and supporting various cultural
institutions.

Did Rebekah Harkness have any involvement in the arts?

Yes, Rebekah Harkness was a major patron of the arts, particularly ballet. She founded the Harkness
Ballet company and funded numerous artistic projects.

What was the significance of the Harkness family and their
'blue blood' status?

The Harkness family amassed great wealth through Standard Oil, and their 'blue blood' status



reflects their prominent position in American high society and old money circles.

Are there any books or documentaries about Rebekah
Harkness and her legacy?

Yes, there are biographies and documentaries that explore Rebekah Harkness's life, her impact on
the arts, and her role as a socialite with 'blue blood' heritage.

How did Rebekah Harkness influence American culture?

Rebekah Harkness influenced American culture through her patronage of the arts, promoting ballet
and other cultural institutions, as well as exemplifying the lifestyle of American aristocracy or 'blue
blood' society.

Additional Resources

1. Blue Bloods by Melissa de la Cruz

This supernatural young adult novel introduces readers to the Blue Bloods, a secret society of
vampires living in New York City. The story follows Schuyler Van Alen as she discovers her own
mysterious heritage and navigates the complexities of immortal life. Themes of romance, betrayal,
and power intertwine in this captivating series starter.

2. The Van Alen Legacy by Melissa de la Cruz

The sequel to Blue Bloods, this book continues Schuyler's journey as she learns more about her
family's dark past and the vampire society's intricate politics. New alliances and enemies emerge,
deepening the intrigue and suspense. The novel expands the Blue Bloods universe with more
supernatural elements and thrilling twists.

3. Misguided Angel by Melissa de la Cruz

In this third installment of the Blue Bloods series, Schuyler faces new challenges and discovers
shocking truths about her origins. The story delves deeper into vampire lore and the eternal struggle
between good and evil. The blend of mystery, romance, and action keeps readers hooked.

4. Lost in Time by Melissa de la Cruz

This novel explores time travel within the Blue Bloods universe, as characters confront their pasts
and the consequences of their immortal lives. The narrative weaves historical settings with vampire
mythology, creating a rich and immersive experience. The stakes rise as the characters fight to
protect their legacy.

5. Guilty Pleasures by Laurell K. Hamilton

Though not directly related to Rebekah Harkness, this book features a strong vampire-themed
storyline with a complex protagonist, Anita Blake. It offers a darker, more adult take on vampire
lore, blending mystery, horror, and romance. Fans of vampire fiction will find its gritty atmosphere
compelling.

6. The Historian by Elizabeth Kostova

A literary thriller involving the search for Dracula's tomb, this novel combines history, legend, and
vampire mythology. It offers a richly detailed narrative that explores the impact of vampires on
culture and history. The book’s intricate storytelling appeals to readers interested in vampire lore



beyond the typical fantasy genre.

7. Interview with the Vampire by Anne Rice

A classic vampire novel that delves into the life and psyche of the vampire Louis de Pointe du Lac.
The book explores themes of immortality, morality, and existential despair. Anne Rice’s lush prose
and complex characters have influenced countless vampire stories, including modern interpretations
like Blue Bloods.

8. The Vampire Chronicles by Anne Rice

This series expands on the world introduced in Interview with the Vampire, following the enigmatic
vampire Lestat. It explores vampire society, power struggles, and the search for meaning in eternal
life. The richly woven narrative and gothic atmosphere have made it a cornerstone of vampire
literature.

9. Rebekah Harkness: A Life in Blue by Judith M. Gura

A biographical account of Rebekah Harkness, the socialite, philanthropist, and patron of the arts
known for her distinctive blue-themed lifestyle. The book covers her influence on dance, art, and
society, revealing the woman behind the enigmatic persona. Readers interested in the real-life figure
who inspired cultural references will find this biography insightful.
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blue blood rebekah harkness: Blue Blood Craig Unger, 1988 Rebekah Harkness, the
Standard Oil heiress whose enormous wealth and eccentricity dazzled New York in the sixties and
seventies, led a reckless life and left behind a legacy of abandonment and neglect that scarred her
children for life. 100 photos.

blue blood rebekah harkness: Narratives of Confinement in American Popular Culture Firuze
Guzel, 2025-09-22 American popular culture has a rich potential for delivering the narratives of the
American people, who are often confined by their race, ethnicity, gender, social class, economic
situation, or, in very simple terms, by the conditions of their birth. In this context, the volume
focuses on the confinement narratives within the products of popular culture, displaying how
movies, documentaries, authors, and artists explore the theme of confinement.

blue blood rebekah harkness: The Joffrey Ballet Sasha Anawalt, 1998-01-19 This is a
comprehensive history of the American dance troupe, the Joffrey Ballet, and a portrait of Robert
Joffrey, the creative personality who inspired it. Written in anecdotal style, the book probes the
complex relationship which exists between a culture and its artists.

blue blood rebekah harkness: Mike Wallace Peter Rader, 2025-09-23 The untold story of
how the world's most feared TV reporter transformed his inner darkness into a journalistic
juggernaut that riveted millions and redefined the landscape of television news In his four decades
as the front man for 60 Minutes, the most successful show in television history, Mike Wallace earned
the distinction of being hyperaggressive, self-assured, and unflinching in his riveting exposés of
injustice and corruption. His unrivaled career includes interviews with every major newsmaker of
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the late twentieth century, from Martin Luther King to Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Behind this
intimidating facade, however, Wallace was profoundly depressed and haunted by demons that nearly
drove him to suicide. Despite reaching the pinnacle of his profession, Wallace harbored deep
insecurities about his credentials as a journalist. For half his life, he was more TV Personality than
reporter, dabbling as a quiz show emcee, commercial pitchman, and actor. But in the wake of a
life-changing personal tragedy, Wallace transformed himself, against all odds, into the most
talked-about newsman in America. Peter Rader's Mike Wallace: A Life tells the story of a courageous
man who triumphed over personal adversity and redefined the landscape of television news.

blue blood rebekah harkness: New York Magazine , 1988-08-22 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

blue blood rebekah harkness: New York Magazine , 1988-06-13 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

blue blood rebekah harkness: Personality-Disordered Patients Michael H. Stone, 2007-05-03
Determining the amenability of personality disorders to psychotherapy -- a patient's capacity to
benefit from verbal approaches to treatment -- is important in helping clinicians determine the
treatability of cases. Michael Stone here shares the factors he has observed over long years of
practice that can help practitioners evaluate patients, stressing the amenability of the various
disorders to amelioration. By focusing on which patients are likely to respond well to therapeutic
intervention and which will prove most resistive, his book will help therapists determine with what
kinds of patients they will most likely succeed and with which ones failure is almost a certainty.
Stone establishes the attributes that affect this amenability -- such as the capacity for self-reflection,
motivation, and life circumstances -- as guidelines for evaluating patients, then describes borderline
and other personality-disordered patients with varying levels of amenability, from high to low. This
coverage progresses from patients belonging to the DSM anxious cluster, along with the
depressive-masochistic character and the hysteric character, to patients who demonstrate an
intermediate level of amenability to psychotherapy. He introduces the interrelationship between
borderline personality disorder and dissociative disorders and discusses treatability among certain
patients in Clusters A and C, as well as others with narcissistic, histrionic, depressive disorders.
Final chapters address the most severe aberrations of personality and the limitations they impose on
the efficacy of therapy. Personality-Disordered Patients is filled with practical, clinically focused
information. This guideline structured book: Covers all personality disorders-including ones not
addressed in the latest DSM such as sadistic, depressive, hypomanic, and irritable-explosive
Identifies both attributes necessary for treatability and factors associated with low treatability Pays
particular attention to borderline disorders, which represent the most discussed conditions and are
among the most challenging to psychotherapists Reviews personality traits whose presence, if
intense-even if unaccompanied by a definable personality disorder-creates severe problems for
psychotherapy Numerous case studies throughout the book provide examples that will help
therapists determine which of their own patients are most likely to benefit from their efforts and
thereby establish their own limits of effectiveness. By alerting practitioners to when therapy is likely
to fail, these guidelines can help them avoid the professional disappointment of being unable to
reach the most intractable patients.

blue blood rebekah harkness: Women in World History Anne Commire, 2000 Presents
biographical profiles of significant women from throughout the history of the world, each with birth



and death dates when known, a time line, quotation, and references, arranged alphabetically from
Gab-Harp.

blue blood rebekah harkness: The Publishers' Trade List Annual , 1991

blue blood rebekah harkness: New York , 1988

blue blood rebekah harkness: The Age of Hair Barbara L. Horn, 1991-11-21 A reflection and
symbol of the turbulent 1960s and the culture and lifestyles of the Hippies, Hair made history as the
first rock musical on Broadway and one of the most successful musicals. The sixties left an indelible
imprint upon the American psyche, and Hair, in the words of critic Clive Barnes, summed it up
better than any other piece of American theatre. Aside from bringing experimental techniques and
rock music to Broadway, Hair, in author Barbara Horn's view, represented a major step in the
evolution of the concept musical from the book musical and was the first concept musical to reach
mass audiences, an achievement unheralded and little recognized. Horn analyzes the social context
of Hair and the Hippies, describes the tenor of the Broadway theatre of the times and the
experimental trends Off-Broadway that culminated in Hair's innovations on the Great White Way.
She then goes on to relate the dramatic story of Hair's creation and growth, dash myths and clarify
the actual events, including the casual meeting of coauthors Gerome Ragni and James Rado with
producer Joseph Papp on a train. The transfer of Hair to Broadway is fully detailed, and the
Broadway production is compared with the earlier production at Papp's Public Theater with lists of
song sequences provided. Several revivals and the film version are also discussed, and staff and cast
lists appear as appendixes. Horn's extensive archival research is amplified by insights from
numerous interviews, including those with the authors, Ragni and Rado; composer, Galt MacDermot;
Broadway producer, Michael Butler, directors, Gerald Freedman and Tom O'Horgan, musical
director, Galt MacDermot; set designer, Robin Wagner; lighting designer, Jules Fisher, cast
members, Melba Moore and Lorrie Davis; and others associated with one or more of the
productions, as well as with theatre critics and theorists. Numerous published works were also
connsulted, and a strong bibliography is provided.

blue blood rebekah harkness: The Literature of the Nonprofit Sector , 1989 The first
volume was a cumulative volume which contained the Foundation Center collection. Subsequent
editions include all the Foundation Center acquisitions acquired annually as well as other current
literature.

blue blood rebekah harkness: Chicago Tribune Index , 1988

blue blood rebekah harkness: The Times-picayune Index , 1988

blue blood rebekah harkness: Biographies of American Women Patricia E. Sweeney, 1990
This reference book is intended for use primarily by a scholar or an educator studying the lives,
roles, and histories of women in America. However, the younger student or general reader may find
this book useful to identify interesting materials for reports or reading--Pref.

blue blood rebekah harkness: Book Review Digest , 1988

blue blood rebekah harkness: The Blue Book , 1973

blue blood rebekah harkness: So You THINK You KNOW Taylor Swift? Prove It! Penguin
Random House, Penguin Random House Australia, 2024-12-03 How well do you know Taylor Swift?
Can you . . . Finish the lyrics? Decipher friendship bracelets? Understand literary references?
Remember iconic performances? Solve the mondegreens? Recite the discography by heart? Recall
the inspirations for each song? Now is the time to find out! With 13 levels, each getting harder and
harder, you'll be able to test yourself and your friends to find out once and for all . . . What level of
fan are you?

blue blood rebekah harkness: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 1988-09

blue blood rebekah harkness: Bibliographic Index , 1988
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