
black history facts about inventors

black history facts about inventors highlight the remarkable contributions of
African American innovators who have shaped modern technology and society.
From groundbreaking patents to life-changing inventions, these facts reveal a
rich legacy of creativity and perseverance against significant social and
economic challenges. This article explores the achievements of notable Black
inventors whose work has influenced various fields such as medicine,
transportation, communication, and everyday household items. Understanding
these contributions not only honors their inventiveness but also provides a
more inclusive perspective on the history of innovation. Readers will gain
insights into lesser-known inventors as well as famous pioneers, showcasing
the diverse impact of Black inventors throughout history. The following
sections delve into specific inventors, their key inventions, and the broader
significance of their work in American and global contexts.

Early Pioneers in Black Invention

Groundbreaking Inventions and Their Impact

Influential Black Inventors in Science and Technology

The Role of Black Women Inventors

Legacy and Recognition of Black Inventors

Early Pioneers in Black Invention
The history of Black inventors dates back to the 19th century and earlier,
with pioneers who laid the foundation for future innovation. Despite facing
systemic barriers such as slavery, segregation, and limited access to
education, Black inventors secured patents and introduced technologies that
addressed practical problems in their communities and beyond.

Benjamin Banneker
Benjamin Banneker was a self-taught mathematician, astronomer, and inventor
in the 18th century. He is best known for creating a wooden clock that kept
accurate time, one of the first such clocks in America. Banneker's work
demonstrated the intellectual capabilities and scientific ingenuity of
African Americans during a period when such achievements were often
unrecognized.



Elijah McCoy
Elijah McCoy, an inventor and engineer, patented over 50 inventions,
primarily related to lubrication systems for steam engines. His innovative
automatic lubricator significantly improved the efficiency and safety of
locomotives and machinery, contributing to industrial progress. The phrase
“the real McCoy” is believed to have originated from the high quality of his
inventions.

Groundbreaking Inventions and Their Impact
Black inventors have introduced numerous groundbreaking inventions that have
transformed daily life and industrial practices. These inventions highlight
the creative problem-solving skills and technical expertise of African
American inventors, often addressing challenges overlooked by mainstream
inventors.

Garrett Morgan’s Safety Innovations
Garrett Morgan is credited with inventing the three-position traffic signal,
a precursor to modern traffic lights, enhancing road safety. He also
developed a safety hood, an early version of the gas mask, which was used to
save workers trapped in hazardous environments. His inventions have had
lasting impacts on public safety and emergency response.

Lewis Latimer and the Light Bulb
Lewis Latimer played a crucial role in the development of the electric light
bulb. He improved the carbon filament, making light bulbs more durable and
affordable. Latimer’s technical drawings and patent work supported Thomas
Edison and other inventors, showcasing the critical contributions of Black
inventors in the electrical industry.

Influential Black Inventors in Science and
Technology
The contributions of Black inventors extend into advanced fields such as
medicine, aerospace, and electronics. Their innovations have paved the way
for technological breakthroughs and inspired future generations of scientists
and engineers.



Dr. Patricia Bath and Laser Eye Surgery
Dr. Patricia Bath was a pioneering ophthalmologist and inventor who developed
the Laserphaco Probe, a device that revolutionized cataract surgery. Her
invention improved vision restoration techniques and made eye care more
accessible worldwide. Bath’s work exemplifies the intersection of medical
innovation and social impact.

Mark Dean and Computer Technology
Mark Dean is a computer scientist and engineer who contributed to the
development of the personal computer and holds several patents related to
computer architecture. Dean’s innovations include creating the first color PC
monitor and the technology behind the ISA bus, which enhanced computer
performance and connectivity.

The Role of Black Women Inventors
Black women inventors have made significant yet often underrecognized
contributions to science and technology. Their inventions address diverse
fields, from home appliances to medical devices, reflecting ingenuity and
resilience.

Madam C.J. Walker and Hair Care Innovation
Madam C.J. Walker was an entrepreneur and inventor who developed specialized
hair care products for Black women. Her innovations helped establish a
thriving beauty industry and empowered African American women economically
and socially during the early 20th century.

Marie Van Brittan Brown and Home Security
Marie Van Brittan Brown invented the first home security system, which
included a camera and a two-way microphone. Her invention laid the groundwork
for modern surveillance and security technologies, enhancing personal safety
and home protection.

Legacy and Recognition of Black Inventors
The legacy of Black inventors is a vital part of American history,
contributing to technological progress and cultural enrichment. Recognition
of their achievements has increased over time, helping to correct historical
omissions and inspire future innovators.



Challenges in Recognition
Many Black inventors faced obstacles such as patent discrimination and lack
of access to funding. These challenges often delayed or obscured their
contributions, requiring ongoing efforts to document and celebrate their work
properly.

Honoring Black Inventors Today
Institutions and organizations now actively promote awareness of Black
inventors through museums, educational programs, and awards. Celebrating
black history facts about inventors fosters a more inclusive understanding of
innovation and encourages diversity in STEM fields.

Patent achievements by Black inventors

Educational initiatives highlighting Black inventors

Increased representation in technology and science sectors

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first African American inventor to
receive a patent?
Thomas L. Jennings was the first African American inventor to receive a
patent in 1821 for his invention of a dry cleaning process.

What important invention is Garrett Morgan known
for?
Garrett Morgan is known for inventing the three-position traffic signal and a
safety hood, which was a precursor to the gas mask.

Which invention by Lewis Latimer contributed greatly
to electric lighting technology?
Lewis Latimer improved the carbon filament used in light bulbs, making
electric lighting more practical and affordable.



Who invented the automatic elevator doors and why
was this significant?
Alexander Miles invented the automatic elevator doors in 1887, which greatly
improved the safety of elevator systems.

What was Granville T. Woods known for inventing?
Granville T. Woods was known for inventing the multiplex telegraph, which
allowed communication between moving trains and railway stations, improving
railroad safety.

Which invention by Madame C.J. Walker helped pioneer
the beauty industry for African American women?
Madame C.J. Walker invented a line of hair care products specifically
designed for African American women, becoming one of the first female self-
made millionaires in America.

How did Elijah McCoy's inventions impact the
railroad industry?
Elijah McCoy invented an automatic lubricator for steam engines, which
allowed trains to run more efficiently and safely without frequent stops for
maintenance.

What role did Patricia Bath play in the field of
medical inventions?
Patricia Bath invented the Laserphaco Probe, a device used in cataract
surgery that improved treatment outcomes and restored vision to many
patients.

Why is Mark Dean significant in the history of
computer technology?
Mark Dean co-invented the IBM personal computer and holds three of the
original nine patents for the PC, playing a crucial role in the development
of modern computing.

Additional Resources
1. Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women
Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race
This book by Margot Lee Shetterly uncovers the remarkable stories of African
American female mathematicians at NASA whose calculations were critical to



the success of space missions. It highlights their ingenuity and perseverance
during a time of racial segregation and gender discrimination. The narrative
celebrates their contributions to science and technology, inspiring readers
to recognize overlooked inventors in history.

2. Black Inventors: 50 Speeches, Poems, and Stories Celebrating African
American Innovators
Compiled by Otha Richard Sullivan, this collection celebrates the
achievements of African American inventors through a variety of literary
forms. The book offers inspiring speeches, poems, and stories that highlight
groundbreaking inventions and the inventors' impact on society. It's an
educational resource that sheds light on the creative spirit and resilience
within the Black community.

3. Inventors and Innovators: Black Americans Who Changed the World
This book provides a comprehensive overview of African American inventors who
have shaped various fields, from technology to medicine. It includes profiles
of inventors like Garrett Morgan and Madam C.J. Walker, detailing their
inventions and the challenges they overcame. The book is a tribute to the
ingenuity and determination of Black inventors throughout American history.

4. Brilliant Black Minds: The Story of African American Inventors and Their
Inventions
Focusing on lesser-known inventors, this book delves into the lives and
inventions of Black pioneers in science and engineering. It highlights how
their work has influenced modern technology and everyday life. The stories
emphasize creativity, problem-solving, and the importance of perseverance in
innovation.

5. From Slavery to Innovation: The Journey of Black Inventors in America
This historical account traces the journey of African American inventors from
the era of slavery through the 20th century. It explores how social and
economic barriers were challenged by these inventors to create impactful
technologies. The book also discusses the broader cultural and societal
implications of their inventions.

6. The Genius of Black Inventors: A Celebration of African American
Contributions to Science and Technology
This book showcases the genius behind African American inventions that have
revolutionized various industries. It offers detailed descriptions of
inventions alongside biographical sketches of the inventors. Readers gain
insight into the innovation process and the significance of representation in
STEM fields.

7. Trailblazers of Innovation: African American Inventors Who Changed the
World
Highlighting trailblazing inventors, this book tells the stories of Black
innovators whose creations have had global impact. From the traffic signal to
the gas mask, it explains how these inventions emerged from unique challenges
and opportunities. The book aims to inspire future generations to pursue
innovation fearlessly.



8. Black Inventors and Innovators: Pioneers of Progress
This educational resource introduces readers to pioneering African American
inventors and their groundbreaking inventions across different eras. It
combines historical context with technical explanations to make the content
accessible and engaging. The book encourages recognition and appreciation of
Black contributions to technological progress.

9. Inventing Freedom: African American Inventors and the Quest for Equality
This book explores the intersection of invention and social justice,
showcasing how African American inventors used their creativity to push
boundaries and seek equality. It discusses how inventions served as tools for
empowerment and economic independence. The narratives highlight both personal
triumphs and the ongoing struggle for civil rights.
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  black history facts about inventors: Blacks in the Military and Beyond G.L.A. Harris, Evelyn L
Lewis, 2019-07-31 African Americans have long used the military for gaining legitimacy and as the
ultimate path to citizenship. Blacks in the Military and Beyond thoughtfully chronicles their
tumultuous journey from slavery through the present, extending the ourstory to pre-service, in
service and post-service economic considerations as significant factors in determining whether or
not serving in the military has advantaged Blacks, and how such mechanisms like the periodic
drawing down of forces have impacted Blacks overall. G.L.A. Harris and Evelyn L. Lewis delve into
the role of the military as a conduit in helping to create and sustain the Black middle class,
challenging the military to be more strategic as to the long term effects of its decisions to be ever
mindful of upholding its moral compact with African Americans.
  black history facts about inventors: Ebony Jr. , 1985-02 Created by the publishers of EBONY.
During its years of publishing it was the largest ever children-focused publication for African
Americans.
  black history facts about inventors: More Invention Mysteries Paul J. Niemann, 2006-02 Paul
Niemann, author of the popular first Invention Mysteries book, is back with his second book of
fascinating little-known secrets about America's favorite inventors and inventions. Written in a
conversational tone that's entertaining for adults as well as for children, you'll find it hard to stop
reading Invention Mysteries once you've started. Book jacket.
  black history facts about inventors: The African-American Teenagers Guide to Personal
Growth, Health, Safety, Sex, and Survival Debrah Harris-Johnson, 2001 A guide to understanding
the world and how to live in it successfully, discussing safety, survival, sex, money, time, and
responsibility.
  black history facts about inventors: African-American Inventions That Changed the World the
World Michael Carson, 2017-07-18 A considerable amount of the world's most influential inventors
have been African-American, which is a fact that is often overlooked. Throughout history,
African-Americans inventors have played a pivotal role in creating revolutionary inventions that has
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impacted our lives in various ways. These pioneers have contributed to the fields of medicine,
agriculture, science and technology, to name a few. In the 1800's, many of these innovators were
born into slavery and were not allowed to acquire a formal education, they were faced with
countless obstacles and had to triumph over many adverse conditions. Nevertheless, these inventors
have made significant contributions to the World. African-American men and women have left their
mark in both American and World History. Many of their innovative creations would not exist today
if it wasn't for their brilliant minds and creative ideas. The incredible inventors mentioned in this
book have collectively created over 500 inventions. They represent some of the amazing men and
women who have impacted our lives through their intelligence and ingenuity.
  black history facts about inventors: Inspiring African-American Inventors Jeff C. Young,
2009-04-01 Presents the lives and accomplishments of nine African American inventors whose
inventions changed the world, including Howard Latimer, George Washington Carver, and Madam
C.J. Walker.
  black history facts about inventors: The Cambridge Handbook of Intellectual Property
and Social Justice Steven D. Jamar, Lateef Mtima, 2024-01-18 Protection for intellectual property
has never been absolute; it has always been limited in the public interest. The benefits of intellectual
property protection are meant to flow to everyone, not just a limited population of creators and the
corporations that represent them. Given this social-utility function, intellectual property regimes
must address issues of access, inclusion, and empowerment for marginalized and excluded groups.
This handbook defines an approach to considering social justice in intellectual property law and
regulation. Top scholars in the field offer surveys of social justice implementation in patents,
copyright, trademarks, trade secrets, rights of publicity, and other major IP areas. Chapters define
Intellectual Property Social Justice theory and include recommendations for reforming aspects of IP
law and administration to further social justice by providing better access, more inclusion, and
greater empowerment to marginalized groups.
  black history facts about inventors: Black and African American Scientists,
Technologists, Engineers, and Innovators, Volume 1 Janelle Billingslea, Looking for a book that
will spark your kids' interest in science, technology, engineering, and math? Encouraging kids to get
interested in science at an early age is essential. Kids with a background in science are less likely to
get sidetracked by drugs and alcohol. Whether your child is interested in inventions, medicine, or
technology, the Black and African American Scientists, Technologists, Engineers, and Innovators,
Volume 1, is a great resource. Kids often learn about Black history in school but not about how it has
impacted science and technology. When we think back on scientific and technological progress
history, we often think of white men. It's important to teach kids about the contributions of Black
inventors, innovators, and scientists. Black and African American Scientists, Technologists,
Engineers, and Innovators, Volume 1 features short biographies of thirty Black and African American
scientists and inventors who have made significant contributions to our world. It contains profiles of
people who have contributed to science and technology. This book is perfect for libraries, schools,
and classrooms. It's also an excellent read for kids, parents, and educators. It will inspire your kids
to learn about Black history, technology, and engineering. Plus, it will inspire them to follow their
dream of becoming the next great inventor. Volume 1 includes: Benjamin Bradley, Bessie Blount
Griffin, Charles Richard Drew, Charles Richard Patterson & Frederick Douglas Patterson, Charles
Ward Chappelle, Claude Harvard, David Nelson Crosthwaite, Jr., Ernest Everett Just, PhD.,
Frederick McKinley Jones, George Edward Alcorn, PhD., George Franklin Grant, George Robert
Carruthers, PhD., George Speck & Catherine Speck Wicks, Gerald (Jerry) Anderson Lawson, Jewel
Plummer Cobb, John Albert Burr, Leonard C. Bailey, Lloyd Augustus Hall, Marie Van Brittan Brown,
Mark E. Dean, PhD., Mary Beatrice Davidson Kenner & Mildred Austin Smith, Miriam E. Benjamin,
Newman Russell Marshman, Otis Boykin, Percy Lavon Julian, PhD., Sarah E. Jacobs Goode, Sarah
Marshall Boone, Shirley Ann Jackson, PhD., Thomas Jennings, and Valerie Thomas.
  black history facts about inventors: Hip-Hop Archives Mark V. Campbell, Murray Forman,
2023-09-04 This book focuses on the culture and politics involved in building hip-hop archives. It



addresses practical aspects, including methods of accumulation, curation, preservation, and
digitization and critically analyzes institutional power, community engagement, urban economics,
public access, and the ideological implications associated with hip-hop culture’s enduring tensions
with dominant social values. The collection of essays are divided into four sections; Doing the
Knowledge, Challenging Archival Forms, Beyond the Nation and Institutional Alignments: Interviews
and Reflections. The book covers a range of official, unofficial, DIY and community archives and
collections and features chapters by scholar practitioners, educators and curators. A wide swath of
hip-hop culture is featured in the book, including a focus on dance, graffiti, clothing, and battle rap.
The range of authors and their topics span countries in Asia, Europe, the Caribbean and North
America.
  black history facts about inventors: The Black History Bowl: Mini Biographies of African
Americans Cadmus S. Hull, 2018-12-07 When I spoke at book signings for my first book, I found that
people, in general, knew very little about many of the African Americans that I had on the display
board. Thus, this second book in The Black History Bowl series was written to make people aware of
the contributions that African Americans have made to American and World history. The African
American history quiz that is included in the book is divided into eight (8) sections. Each section
begins with a worksheet. The worksheet is followed by short biographies of the African American
history contributors. There is an answer sheet at the end of each section. In addition, note sheets
have been included with each biography for you to use to take notes when researching and
gathering information. Additional information on each African American can be found on the web
site that is listed at the bottom of the page after the biography. Also, included in this book is
information on some points of interest that I think are important to the knowledge base of the
average American. The information includes the African American holiday of Kwanzaa, the NAACP's
Spingarn Medal, and information on Juneteenth (the actual day when all slaves were freed). In
addition, this book includes a section for Women's History Month which highlights African American
women from my first book. A timeline of African American history is also included. It is hoped that
you will enjoy reading the book as you continue to enrich your knowledge of the contributions that
African Americans have made to history. Dr. C. Sam Hull earned an Associate Degree in Education
from Cumberland County College and further pursued his academic corridor to Glassboro State
College (GSC), now Rowan University. Glassboro State College would continue Sam's educational
tour leading to both a Bachelor's Degree and a Master's Degree. Armed with a Bachelor's in
Elementary Education and Master's in Student Personnel Services and School Administration, Sam's
educational path led him to Nova University where he achieved his ultimate goal of a Doctorate in
School Leadership. Dr. Hull's achievements as an educational leader have been well documented
through numerous contributions to the education field. Currently, Dr. Hull is a member of the New
Jersey Association of School Administrators and Cumberland County Principals and Supervisors
Association. Fairfield Board of Education enjoyed the fruits of this dedicated and committed
educator for twenty-nine years. Dr. Hull retired June 30, 2004, after 33 years in education. A little
known black history fact is that Dr. Hull was Cumberland County's first black Superintendent of
Schools. Dr. Hull enjoys writing books, reading, and traveling. In addition, Dr. Hull keeps busy by
serving as a Clinical Teaching Supervisor for Fairleigh Dickinson University and Grand Canyon
University, serving on the Cumberland County College Foundation Board and as the Managing
Member of his family-owned tutoring program for children in kindergarten through eighth grade.
  black history facts about inventors: Through "COLORED" Eyes Reggie K. Smith,
2025-06-18 How did a man from Columbus, Mississippi, become one of the most pivotal heroes in
African American history after settling in Washington, D.C.? Through Colored Eyes highlights Henry
E. Baker's personal journey and lifelong dedication to documenting and celebrating the overlooked
contributions of African American inventors in the 19th and early 20th centuries. This compelling
book examines Baker’s life, exploring his groundbreaking work and unrelenting determination to
preserve the legacy of Black inventors in a way that nicely blends creativity and technology for an
engaging experience. At its heart, the book showcases 10 remarkable inventions from Baker’s



extensive list, each paired with insightful biographies of the inventors, full of context, and stunning
full-color 3D illustrations recreated from their original patent drawings. These inventions not only
highlight ingenuity and resilience but also stand as symbols of triumph in the face of systemic
adversity. In addition to these featured inventions, the book includes Baker’s list of over 400 African
American inventions, providing a comprehensive resource that underscores the monumental impact
these individuals have had on science, industry, and society. This book is perfect for educators,
students, parents, entrepreneurs, historians, and anyone passionate about untold stories. Own your
learning journey.
  black history facts about inventors: Evolution in Reference and Information Services Di Su,
2001 Explore ways to bring and keep your library's electronic services up to date! From editor Di
Su: Some years ago, if you were told that a library's catalog would be available on a 24/7/365 basis,
you'd think it was just another fiction. Perhaps as influential as Johannes Gutenberg's invention of
movable type printing, the Internet is one of the most significant happenings in the information
world in modern times. In addition to showing you how library services have been influenced and
enhanced by the advent of the Internet, Evolution in Reference and Information Services: The
Impact of the Internet will enable you to make the most of the new opportunities that current
technologies offer. This valuable book will also help you and your library avoid the pitfalls and new
challenges to professional competency that come along with electronic research. Evolution in
Reference and Information Services: gives you a review of the history of electronic reference looks
at the increasing role of librarians as teachers and providers of technical help for users provides
case studies and ways to evaluate electronic research methods suggests strategies for providing
effective electronic services examines government Web sites explores Internet sources of health
information shows you how to establish electronic services through your library's portal site looks at
how to manage a library computer lab and much more!
  black history facts about inventors: Evolution in Reference and Information Services
Linda S Katz, 2013-05-13 Explore ways to bring and keep your library’s electronic services up to
date!From editor Di Su: “Some years ago, if you were told that a library’s catalog would be available
on a 24/7/365 basis, you’d think it was just another fiction. Perhaps as influential as Johannes
Gutenberg’s invention of movable type printing, the Internet is one of the most significant
happenings in the information world in modern times.”In addition to showing you how library
services have been influenced and enhanced by the advent of the Internet, Evolution in Reference
and Information Services: The Impact of the Internet will enable you to make the most of the new
opportunities that current technologies offer. This valuable book will also help you and your library
avoid the pitfalls and new challenges to professional competency that come along with electronic
research.Evolution in Reference and Information Services: gives you a review of the history of
electronic reference looks at the increasing role of librarians as teachers and providers of technical
help for users provides case studies and ways to evaluate electronic research methods suggests
strategies for providing effective electronic services examines government Web sites explores
Internet sources of health information shows you how to establish electronic services through your
library’s portal site looks at how to manage a library computer lab and much more!
  black history facts about inventors: Did You Know? Marjorie Charlot, 2015-11-19 Did You
Know?Over One Hundred Facts about Haiti and Her Children looks in detail at a land and its people,
uncovering the history, culture, challenges, and achievements of a country often stereotyped as
deeply impoverished and bereft of any nobility of purpose. Tapping into her expertise in research
and her familiarity with the wealth of resources residing in libraries, Marjorie Charlot, a supervisor
and instructor at academic libraries, has gathered, curated, and prepared a topically organized
collection of vignettes depicting Haiti and her children. Did You Know? presents these vignettes in
chapters organized according to themes, including such topics as the Africans, art and culture, civil
rights, great families, inventors, the military, pilots, religion, and science. Did You Know?Over One
Hundred Facts about Haiti and Her Children offers its guidance to an abundance of information
about the Haitian people and their homeland. If you claim a place for Haiti in your own history, if



you find yourself intrigued by the history of Haiti, or if you simply are one of those people with a
deep hunger to learn more about the world, then Did You Know? will provide you with an
approachable and informative introduction to Haiti and her children.
  black history facts about inventors: An Inventor's Dream Chad Douglas Bulau, 2012-01-11
The fourth truth about the ways of the Pythagoreans and the followers of Pythagoras. Set throughout
time with magic and technology, both are at their extremities. One has come full force while the
other one is still thinking. Making way to a utopia, the two will become revealed in their own time.
The Pythagoreans hold the key to survival. It is up to the element to lay out the endemic duel of
adversities throughout the universe as we become privileged in the workings of Our Father, the
Deity of mankind . . .
  black history facts about inventors: The Journal of African American History , 2004
  black history facts about inventors: What Color Is My World? Kareem Abdul Jabbar,
2012-03-13 Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, basketball legend and the NBA's alltime leading scorer,
champions a lineup of little-known African-American inventors in this lively, kid-friendly book. Did
you know that James West invented the microphone in your cell phone? That Fred Jones invented the
refrigerated truck that makes supermarkets possible? Or that Dr. Percy Julian synthesized cortisone
from soy, easing untold people’s pain? These are just some of the black inventors and innovators
scoring big points in this dynamic look at several unsung heroes who shared a desire to improve
people’s lives. Offering profiles with fast facts on flaps and framed by a funny contemporary story
featuring two feisty twins, here is a nod to the minds behind the gamma electric cell and the
ice-cream scoop, improvements to traffic lights, open-heart surgery, and more — inventors whose
ingenuity and perseverance against great odds made our world safer, better, and brighter. Back
matter includes an authors’ note and sources.
  black history facts about inventors: Ebony , 1992-05 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  black history facts about inventors: Just Sayin' Malorie Blackman, 2022-10-20 The
long-awaited autobiography of one of the world's greatest children's writers, and an empowering
and inspiring account of a life in books. Malorie Blackman OBE is one of Britain's best loved and
most widely-read writers. For over thirty years, her books have helped to shape British culture, and
inspired generations of younger readers and writers. The Noughts and Crosses series, started in
2000, sparked a new and necessary conversation about race and identity in the UK, and are already
undisputed classics of twenty-first-century children's literature. She is also a writer whose own life
has been shaped by books, from her childhood in south London, the daughter of parents who moved
to Britain from Barbados as part of the Windrush Generation, and who experienced a childhood that
was both wonderful and marred by the everyday racism and bigotry of the era. She was told she
could not apply to study her first love, literature, at university, in spite of her academic potential, but
found a way to books and to a life in writing against a number of obstacles. This book is an account
of that journey, from a childhood surrounded by words, to the 83 rejection letters she received in
response to sending out her first project, to the children's laureateship. It explores the books who
have made her who she is, and the background to some the most beloved and powerful children's
stories of today. It is an illuminating, inspiring and empowering account of the power of words to
change lives, and the extraordinary life story of one of the world's greatest writers.
  black history facts about inventors: Self-Care for Black Men Jor-El Caraballo, 2023-11-07
“Self-Care for Black Men is so important...designed to help Black men manage their mental health.”
—The Root A self-care guidebook full of activities for Black men everywhere pursuing joy, creating
connections, confronting racism, and working through intergenerational trauma. Black men
desperately need care and restoration. But what does that restoration look like when you’re a Black
man in today’s world? How do you take care of your mental health when men who look like you die
at the hands of police? How do you find peace and refuge when you’re not sure how to keep up with
your partner? Or navigate a challenging workplace? While scrolling through social media feeds, you



may feel like you don’t have access to wellness like women do. But Black men need a space for
self-care too. In Self-Care for Black Men, you will find practical answers to your questions. This book
contains self-care strategies that address some of the most common issues Black men face, such as
dealing with racism, navigating prejudice in the workplace, managing romantic relationships, and
working through intergenerational trauma. This is your guide to wellness and self-discovery written
specifically for Black men. There will opportunities to learn new skills to manage your mental health,
as well as do more deep reflection on your own terms. It’s time to take your health firmly within your
own hands and Self-Care for Black Men will help you do that.
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