
bat masterson vital statistics
bat masterson vital statistics are essential for understanding the life and legacy of one
of the most iconic figures of the American Old West. Born in the mid-19th century, Bat
Masterson was a multifaceted individual known as a lawman, gambler, journalist, and
sportsman. His physical attributes, birth details, and career milestones offer a detailed
glimpse into the man behind the legend. This article explores Bat Masterson’s vital
statistics, including his birth date, height, weight, and other key personal data that shaped
his public persona. Additionally, the article delves into his early life, career achievements,
and the historical context surrounding his life. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of Bat Masterson’s biographical facts and related historical insights, all
optimized for those seeking detailed information on his vital statistics. The following
sections will guide the exploration of these crucial aspects systematically.

Early Life and Birth Details

Physical Characteristics

Career Highlights and Professional Life

Personal Life and Family Background

Legacy and Historical Significance

Early Life and Birth Details
Understanding Bat Masterson’s vital statistics begins with his early life and birth details.
Born as Bartholomew William Barclay Masterson, he entered the world in the mid-19th
century, a time of significant expansion and change in the United States. His birth date and
place are key components that provide context to his upbringing and the environment that
influenced his later endeavors.

Birth Date and Place
Bat Masterson was born on November 26, 1853. His birthplace was Henryville, Quebec,
Canada, marking him as a Canadian-born figure who would later become a prominent name
in American history. This cross-border origin adds an interesting dimension to his identity
and the cultural influences that shaped him.

Early Family Environment
The Masterson family moved to the United States during Bat’s youth, settling in Kansas.
This relocation played a pivotal role in his exposure to frontier life and the burgeoning



opportunities in the American West. The family’s move to Dodge City, Kansas, placed Bat in
the heart of one of the most notorious frontier towns, setting the stage for his future career.

Physical Characteristics
Bat Masterson’s physical attributes are often noted in historical records and biographies,
contributing to the vivid image of the Old West lawman. These vital statistics include
height, weight, and distinguishing features that made him recognizable and formidable.

Height and Weight
Historical accounts and photographs suggest that Bat Masterson stood approximately 5 feet
7 inches tall. His weight was estimated to be around 150 pounds during his prime years.
These measurements reflect a lean but sturdy build, typical of many individuals who thrived
in the rugged frontier environment.

Distinctive Appearance
Masterson was known for his distinctive appearance, which included his trademark
mustache and stylish attire. He often wore a wide-brimmed hat and tailored suits,
projecting an image of both toughness and sophistication. These visual traits contributed to
his reputation and public persona.

Career Highlights and Professional Life
Bat Masterson’s vital statistics extend beyond physical data to encompass his professional
accomplishments and roles. His career was diverse, spanning law enforcement, gambling,
journalism, and even sports, each phase adding layers to his legacy.

Law Enforcement Roles
Masterson served as a sheriff, deputy marshal, and U.S. Marshal in various frontier towns,
including Dodge City and Las Vegas, New Mexico. His tenure in law enforcement was
marked by his dedication to maintaining order amidst the chaos of the Old West, often
facing dangerous outlaws and volatile situations.

Gambling and Sportsmanship
Besides his lawman duties, Bat Masterson was a well-known gambler and sports enthusiast.
He was particularly interested in horse racing and boxing, activities that were popular in his
era. His involvement in these areas demonstrated his multifaceted personality and social
connections.



Journalism Career
Later in life, Masterson transitioned into journalism, working as a sportswriter and editor for
the New York Morning Telegraph. This career shift allowed him to leverage his knowledge of
sports and his storytelling abilities, contributing to his enduring fame in American culture.

Personal Life and Family Background
Exploring Bat Masterson’s personal life and family background provides additional context
to his vital statistics. His relationships, marital status, and family ties are integral to
understanding the man behind the public figure.

Family Origins and Siblings
Bat was one of several siblings in the Masterson family. His brothers Ed and Jim Masterson
were also involved in law enforcement, creating a family legacy associated with the
American frontier’s law and order. This familial connection underscores the influence of his
upbringing on his career path.

Marriage and Relationships
Bat Masterson was married to Emma M. Bat Masterson. While details about his personal
relationships are less documented than his public life, his marriage is a significant aspect of
his personal history. The stability of his family life contrasted with the often tumultuous
nature of his professional endeavors.

Legacy and Historical Significance
The vital statistics of Bat Masterson are not only numbers and dates but also elements that
contribute to his lasting legacy. His influence on American Western history and popular
culture remains significant.

Impact on American Western History
Bat Masterson is remembered as a quintessential figure of the Old West, embodying the
complexities of frontier justice and the spirit of the era. His life story reflects the challenges
and opportunities of the American frontier during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Portrayal in Media and Culture
Masterson’s life has been dramatized in various films, television shows, and literature.
These portrayals often emphasize his vital statistics, such as his distinctive look and career
achievements, cementing his image as an enduring symbol of the Wild West.



Notable Facts

Born November 26, 1853, in Quebec, Canada

Stood approximately 5 feet 7 inches tall

Weighed around 150 pounds in his prime

Served as sheriff and U.S. Marshal in multiple frontier towns

Transitioned to a successful journalism career later in life

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bat Masterson?
Bat Masterson was a famous American Old West figure known for being a lawman, gambler,
and sports writer during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

When was Bat Masterson born?
Bat Masterson was born on November 26, 1853.

What was Bat Masterson's full birth name?
His full birth name was Bartholomew Masterson.

When did Bat Masterson die?
Bat Masterson died on October 25, 1921.

What were some key vital statistics of Bat Masterson?
Bat Masterson was born in Quebec, Canada, on November 26, 1853, and died in New York
City on October 25, 1921, at the age of 67.

Where is Bat Masterson buried?
Bat Masterson is buried at Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx, New York City.

Additional Resources
1. Bat Masterson: The Man and the Gun
This biography delves into the life of Bat Masterson, a legendary figure of the American Old



West. It explores his roles as a lawman, gambler, and journalist, highlighting his impact on
frontier justice. The book provides detailed accounts of his personal statistics, including his
physical attributes and career milestones.

2. Bat Masterson: A Life in the West
Focusing on the vital statistics and career highlights of Bat Masterson, this book offers
readers a comprehensive look at his multifaceted life. It covers his early years, law
enforcement career, and later work as a sports writer. The narrative is supported by
historical documents and photographs that bring his story to life.

3. The Gunfighter’s Code: Bat Masterson’s Legacy
This work examines the principles and characteristics that defined Bat Masterson as a
gunfighter and lawman. Alongside exploring his vital statistics such as height, weight, and
physical condition, the book analyzes how these traits influenced his effectiveness and
reputation. It also discusses his contributions to maintaining order in the Wild West.

4. Bat Masterson: Lawman and Legend
A detailed exploration of Bat Masterson’s law enforcement career, emphasizing his physical
and professional statistics. The book covers his tenure as a sheriff and marshal, highlighting
key events and confrontations. It also provides insight into his personal life and how his
vital stats contributed to his legendary status.

5. The Life and Times of Bat Masterson
This biography offers a chronological account of Bat Masterson’s life, with a focus on his
vital statistics and how they evolved over time. It discusses his upbringing, physical
characteristics, and the impact these had on his various roles in the Old West. The book
combines historical context with personal anecdotes.

6. Bat Masterson: The Sporting Life
Focusing on the latter part of Masterson’s life, this book highlights his career as a sports
writer and public figure. It details his vital statistics during his later years and how his Old
West experiences influenced his writing. The narrative includes analysis of his legacy in
both the sporting world and Western lore.

7. Old West Profiles: Bat Masterson
Part of a series profiling key figures of the American frontier, this volume provides a concise
overview of Bat Masterson’s vital statistics and career achievements. It includes
comparative data with other notable lawmen and gunfighters of the era. The book serves as
an accessible reference for students and enthusiasts.

8. Bat Masterson’s Physical and Professional Records
This specialized book compiles verified data concerning Bat Masterson’s physical
measurements, health records, and professional milestones. It draws from official
documents, personal letters, and eyewitness accounts. Readers gain a factual perspective
on the man behind the legend.

9. The Wild West’s Finest: Bat Masterson
Highlighting the key statistics and notable events that defined Bat Masterson’s career, this
book paints a vivid picture of his life on the frontier. It covers his roles as a lawman,
gambler, and journalist, emphasizing how his vital statistics influenced his adventures.
Richly illustrated, it appeals to both historians and casual readers.
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