
baroque western music history
baroque western music history encompasses a dynamic and influential period in the evolution of
Western classical music, spanning approximately from 1600 to 1750. This era is renowned for its
dramatic expression, ornate musical ornamentation, and the establishment of foundational musical
forms and genres that shaped the trajectory of Western music. The Baroque period witnessed the rise
of instrumental music alongside vocal compositions, the development of tonality, and the birth of
opera as a major art form. Key composers such as Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric Handel,
and Antonio Vivaldi contributed masterpieces that continue to define classical repertoire today.
Understanding baroque western music history provides valuable insight into the cultural, social, and
artistic contexts that influenced the creation and dissemination of music during this transformative
time. This article explores the origins, characteristics, major composers, and enduring legacy of
Baroque music. The following sections will guide through a comprehensive overview of this influential
era.

Origins and Historical Context of Baroque Music

Characteristics and Styles of Baroque Western Music

Key Composers and Their Contributions

Major Genres and Forms in Baroque Music

Legacy and Influence on Later Music

Origins and Historical Context of Baroque Music
The baroque western music history period emerged in Europe during the early 17th century,
coinciding with significant cultural and intellectual changes. The term “Baroque” itself, derived from
the Portuguese word “barroco” meaning irregular pearl, was initially used to describe the elaborate
and highly decorated style of art and architecture. In music, the Baroque era marked a departure
from the Renaissance emphasis on balanced polyphony toward a more expressive and dramatic
approach. This shift reflected broader societal changes including the rise of absolutist monarchies, the
influence of the Catholic Counter-Reformation, and advances in science and philosophy. The invention
of new musical instruments and improvements in existing ones also played a vital role in shaping the
soundscape of the Baroque period.

Socio-Political Influences
The political landscape of 17th-century Europe deeply influenced the development of Baroque music.
Courts and churches were major patrons of the arts, commissioning works that often served religious,
political, or ceremonial purposes. Monarchs such as Louis XIV of France used music to project power
and prestige, fostering the growth of national musical styles. The Catholic Church promoted music
that enhanced spiritual experience and emotional impact, leading to innovations in sacred music



composition.

Technological and Instrumental Developments
Baroque western music history is also characterized by significant advancements in instrument
making. The development of the violin family reached its peak during this era, and the harpsichord
became a central keyboard instrument. These changes allowed composers greater expressive
possibilities and contributed to the rising popularity of instrumental music as an independent art form.

Characteristics and Styles of Baroque Western Music
Baroque music is distinguished by its ornate detail, emotional intensity, and contrast. Composers
sought to evoke strong feelings through musical rhetoric and expressive devices. The use of
contrast—between loud and soft, solo and ensemble, and different instrumental timbres—became a
defining feature. The establishment of the basso continuo provided harmonic foundation and texture,
supporting melodic lines and improvisation. Rhythmic drive, elaborate ornamentation, and the use of
counterpoint further define the stylistic traits of the period.

Tonality and Harmony
One of the most significant aspects of baroque western music history is the establishment of the
major-minor tonal system that remains fundamental in Western music. Composers employed
functional harmony with clear chord progressions and cadences, moving away from the modal system
prevalent during the Renaissance. This tonal framework enabled greater emotional expression and
structural clarity in compositions.

Musical Ornamentation
Ornamentation such as trills, mordents, and appoggiaturas were widely used to embellish melodies.
These decorative elements enhanced the expressiveness and virtuosity of performances. Composers
often provided general guidelines for ornamentation, leaving performers some interpretative freedom.

Texture and Form
The Baroque era favored both polyphonic and homophonic textures. Complex contrapuntal works like
fugues coexisted with chordal accompaniments supporting melodic lines. Forms such as the concerto,
sonata, and suite were developed and standardized during this period.

Key Composers and Their Contributions
The baroque western music history is marked by the works of several towering figures whose
compositions exemplify the era’s innovations and artistic achievements. These composers not only
advanced musical techniques but also expanded the expressive range and structural possibilities of



music.

Johann Sebastian Bach
Bach stands as perhaps the most influential composer of the Baroque period. His mastery of
counterpoint, harmonic organization, and thematic development is evident in works like the
Brandenburg Concertos, The Well-Tempered Clavier, and the Mass in B minor. Bach’s music
integrates intricate polyphony with profound emotional depth, setting a high standard for Western
music traditions.

George Frideric Handel
Handel was renowned for his operas, oratorios, and instrumental compositions. His oratorio “Messiah”
remains one of the most performed choral works worldwide. Handel’s style combined dramatic vocal
writing with rich orchestration, appealing to public audiences and court patrons alike.

Antonio Vivaldi
Vivaldi’s contributions to the concerto form, especially through “The Four Seasons,” revolutionized
instrumental music. His energetic rhythms, memorable melodies, and vivid programmatic elements
helped popularize the solo concerto and influenced generations of composers.

Other Notable Composers

Claudio Monteverdi – pioneer of early Baroque opera

Henry Purcell – English composer known for his expressive vocal music

Arcangelo Corelli – influential violinist and composer of sonatas and concerti grossi

Domenico Scarlatti – innovator of keyboard sonatas

Major Genres and Forms in Baroque Music
The Baroque period saw the emergence and refinement of many musical genres and forms that
remain central to Western classical music. These developments reflect the era’s emphasis on
expression, contrast, and formal innovation.

Opera
Opera became a dominant musical genre during the Baroque era, combining music, drama, and



stagecraft. Early operas by Monteverdi and later works by Handel and Purcell expanded the
expressive possibilities of vocal music and narrative storytelling.

Concerto and Concerto Grosso
The concerto form, featuring a solo instrument contrasted with an orchestra, reached new heights in
the Baroque period. The concerto grosso, which contrasted a small group of soloists with a larger
ensemble, was popularized by composers like Corelli and Handel.

Fugue and Counterpoint
Fugues are highly structured contrapuntal compositions that were perfected by Bach. They showcase
intricate interweaving of melodic lines and exemplify the intellectual rigor of Baroque composition.

Suite and Dance Forms
The suite, a collection of dance-inspired movements, was a common instrumental form. Typical
dances included the allemande, courante, sarabande, and gigue, each with distinctive rhythms and
characters.

Oratorio and Sacred Music
Oratorios are large-scale vocal works with religious themes, similar to operas but performed without
staging. Handel’s “Messiah” is the quintessential example. Sacred music also included masses,
cantatas, and motets, often commissioned by churches and religious institutions.

Legacy and Influence on Later Music
The impact of baroque western music history extends far beyond its chronological boundaries,
influencing subsequent musical styles and practices. The period’s innovations in harmony, form, and
instrumentation laid the groundwork for the Classical and Romantic eras.

Influence on Classical and Romantic Periods
Composers of the Classical era, such as Haydn and Mozart, built upon Baroque forms like the sonata
and concerto, while Romantic composers drew on Baroque expressiveness and contrapuntal
techniques. The Baroque emphasis on contrast and drama also prefigured later developments in
musical narrative.

Revival and Performance Practice
Interest in Baroque music experienced a resurgence in the 20th century, leading to historically



informed performance practices that seek to recreate the sound world of the era using period
instruments and techniques. This revival has deepened appreciation for Baroque repertoire and its
cultural significance.

Enduring Popularity
Many Baroque compositions remain staples of concert repertoire and are frequently performed
worldwide. The period’s rich musical language continues to inspire musicians, scholars, and
audiences, ensuring the lasting legacy of baroque western music history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What time period does Baroque Western music cover?
Baroque Western music generally covers the period from 1600 to 1750.

Who are some of the most influential composers of Baroque
Western music?
Some of the most influential Baroque composers include Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric
Handel, Antonio Vivaldi, and Claudio Monteverdi.

What are the defining characteristics of Baroque Western
music?
Baroque Western music is characterized by its ornate detail, contrast in dynamics, use of basso
continuo, and the development of tonality and functional harmony.

How did the Baroque period influence the development of
Western music?
The Baroque period introduced new forms such as opera, concerto, and sonata, developed tonality,
and emphasized expressive musical ornamentation, laying the groundwork for classical music.

What role did the church play in Baroque Western music?
The church was a major patron of Baroque music, commissioning works for religious services, which
led to the creation of significant sacred music such as oratorios, masses, and cantatas.

What is basso continuo and why is it important in Baroque
music?
Basso continuo, or thoroughbass, is a continuous bass line typically played by keyboard and a bass
instrument, providing harmonic structure and foundation for Baroque compositions.



How did Baroque music differ from Renaissance music?
Baroque music featured greater emotional expression, use of contrast and ornamentation, and the
establishment of tonal harmony, whereas Renaissance music focused more on polyphony and modal
harmony.

What are some notable musical forms that emerged during
the Baroque period?
Notable forms include the fugue, concerto grosso, sonata, oratorio, and opera.

How did instrumentation evolve during the Baroque period?
The Baroque period saw the rise of instrumental music with the development of new instruments like
the violin family, and greater use of the harpsichord and organ, along with more complex
orchestration.

Additional Resources
1. Baroque Music: Music in Western Europe, 1580-1750
This comprehensive book by John Walter Hill explores the development of Baroque music across
Western Europe. It discusses key composers, styles, and the socio-cultural contexts that shaped the
period from the late Renaissance through the early Classical era. The book offers detailed musical
analyses alongside historical perspectives, making it essential for understanding the evolution of
Baroque music.

2. The Baroque Era: From Monteverdi to Bach
Written by Manfred F. Bukofzer, this classic text provides an in-depth overview of the Baroque
period's musical innovations and major figures. It covers the works of Monteverdi, Vivaldi, Handel,
Bach, and others, highlighting their contributions to Western music history. The book also discusses
the stylistic characteristics that define Baroque music, including ornamentation and basso continuo.

3. A History of Baroque Music
Peter Walls offers a detailed chronological account of Baroque music in this accessible volume. The
book examines the political, religious, and cultural factors influencing the music of the 17th and early
18th centuries. It provides insights into various genres such as opera, oratorio, and instrumental
music, emphasizing the diversity within the Baroque style.

4. Baroque Music: Style and Performance
By Robert Donington, this book delves into the stylistic features of Baroque music and guides readers
through historically informed performance practices. It explains the use of ornamentation, rhythmic
patterns, and instrumentation typical of the period. The author also discusses how understanding
Baroque aesthetics can enhance modern interpretations of the repertoire.

5. The Cambridge Companion to Baroque Music
Edited by Anthony Hicks, this collection of essays by leading scholars covers a wide range of topics
related to Baroque music. It includes discussions on composers, musical forms, instruments, and
performance conventions. The companion is ideal for students and enthusiasts seeking a broad yet
detailed introduction to the period.



6. Music in the Baroque Era: From Monteverdi to Bach
This book by Manfred F. Bukofzer, often considered a seminal work, offers a thorough exploration of
Baroque music’s key developments and figures. It provides contextual history alongside musical
analysis, helping readers understand how the era’s music reflected broader societal changes. The text
covers both vocal and instrumental genres, emphasizing the period’s rich diversity.

7. The Rise of the Baroque: The Music and Its Context
This volume explores the early stages of the Baroque period, focusing on the transition from
Renaissance to Baroque styles. It examines the innovations in harmony, texture, and form that
defined early Baroque music. The book also highlights lesser-known composers and regional styles
that contributed to the era’s dynamic musical landscape.

8. Baroque Music and Its Makers
Christopher Hogwood presents a richly detailed study of the composers, performers, and patrons who
shaped Baroque music. The book provides biographical sketches and contextual information that
illuminate the creative environment of the time. It is particularly useful for understanding the social
and cultural forces behind the music’s development.

9. Understanding Baroque Music
This introductory text by Michael Talbot offers clear explanations of the musical characteristics and
historical background of the Baroque period. It covers key composers, major works, and important
musical forms such as the fugue and concerto grosso. The book is designed to make Baroque music
accessible to newcomers and deepen appreciation among experienced listeners.
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  baroque western music history: The Development of Western Music K Marie Stolba, 1998
Stolba offers a chronological presentation of the sweep of Western music and its composers,
beginning with the music of antiquity and proceeding to the 20th Century. Since any discussion of
the evolution of music is not complete without also discussing events that influenced that evolution,
this comprehensive text integrates information about historical periods, cultures, and artistic
movements. Fine art reproductions, detailed maps and chronologies, newly designed in this edition,
also help students place the musical discussions in their cultural, geographical, and historical
contexts. Along with its newly recorded CD sets and accompanying 2-volume anthology, The
Development of Western Music offers a coordinated presentation of the diverse range of Western
music and its composers.
  baroque western music history: The Oxford History of Western Music Richard Taruskin,
Christopher Howard Gibbs, 2019 Takes students beyond the who, what, and when, exploring the
how and why behind the story of Western MusicNow in its second edition, this text immerses
students in the engaging story of the Western musical tradition. By emphasizing the connections
among works, both within cultural eras and across time and place, the text goes beyond a basic
retelling of the music's history to build students' ability to listen critically to key works. The Oxford
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History of Western Music, College Edition is a complete program for building students'
understanding and appreciation of the classical canon.
  baroque western music history: A History of Emotion in Western Music Michael Spitzer,
2020-09-14 When asked to describe what music means to them, most people talk about its power to
express or elicit emotions. As a melody can produce a tear, tingle the spine, or energize athletes,
music has a deep impact on how we experience and encounter the world. Because of the elusiveness
of these musical emotions, however, little has been written about how music creates emotions and
how musical emotion has changed its meaning for listeners across the last millennium. In this
sweeping landmark study, author Michael Spitzer provides the first history of musical emotion in the
Western world, from Gregorian chant to Beyoncé. Combining intellectual history, music studies,
philosophy, and cognitive psychology, A History of Emotion in Western Music introduces current
approaches to the study of emotion and formulates an original theory of how musical emotion works.
Diverging from psychological approaches that center listeners' self-reports or artificial experiments,
Spitzer argues that musical emotions can be uncovered in the techniques and materials of
composers and performers. Together with its extensive chronicle of the historical evolution of
musical style and emotion, this book offers a rich union of theory and history.
  baroque western music history: A History of Western Music Donald Jay Grout, James Peter
Burkholder, Claude V. Palisca, 2010 The eighth edition of A History of Western Music explores how
music has grown and changed in the hands of people making choices. This humanistic approach
places individual people - listeners, consumers, critics, performers, and composers-at the centre of
the story and examines what they valued most in music.
  baroque western music history: Instruments in the History of Western Music Karl
Geiringer, 2024-11-01 Originally published in 1943 and subsequently as a revised and enlarged
edition in 1978, Musical Instruments has long been held in high regard, not only for its erudition,
but for its originality of approach. By relating the instruments to their time and each other, epoch by
epoch, the author sheds fresh light on their evolution and enables the reader to follow their ups and
downs against the changing background of taste and fashion. Each chapter is introduced with an
account of the musical forms and artistic trends of the period, before considering in detail the
instruments that gave them expression. The reader is carried along, from the magical-sacred
beginnings of music, through the instruments of antiquity, the experiments of the Middle Ages and
the Renaissance, the refined instruments of the Baroque and classical periods, down to those of the
Romantic age and its aftermath, including the modern era with its electronic synthesizers. The book
is completed by an Appendix on the acoustics of music and amply illustrated by nearly 100 pictures
and diagrams.
  baroque western music history: Oxford History of Western Music Richard Taruskin,
2009-07-27 The Oxford History of Western Music is a magisterial survey of the traditions of Western
music by one of the most prominent and provocative musicologists of our time. This text illuminates,
through a representative sampling of masterworks, those themes, styles, and currents that give
shape and direction to each musical age. Taking a critical perspective, this text sets the details of
music, the chronological sweep of figures, works, and musical ideas, within the larger context of
world affairs and cultural history. Written by an authoritative, opinionated, and controversial figure
in musicology, The Oxford History of Western Music provides a critical aesthetic position with
respect to individual works, a context in which each composition may be evaluated and remembered.
Taruskin combines an emphasis on structure and form with a discussion of relevant theoretical
concepts in each age, to illustrate how the music itself works, and how contemporaries heard and
understood it. It also describes how the c
  baroque western music history: Instruments in the History of Western Music Karl Geiringer,
1978 Chronologically arranged, it studies instruments of some 25,000 years from the clay drums of
the stone age to electronic synthesizers.
  baroque western music history: Concise History of Western Music Hanning, Barbara
Russano, 2020-07-01 This update to Barbara HanningÕs concise survey aligns it with the Eighth



Edition of the Norton Anthology of Western Music and supports your students with a more robust
media package. New resources include Audio Timelines, tutorials to help build music history skills,
and adaptive activities to reinforce concepts.
  baroque western music history: Race and Gender in the Western Music History Survey
Horace J. Maxile, Jr., Kristen M. Turner, 2022-06-22 Race and Gender in the Western Music History
Survey: A Teacher’s Guide provides concrete information and approaches that will help instructors
include women and people of color in the typical music history survey course and the foundational
music theory classes. This book provides a reconceptualization of the principles that shape the
decisions instructors should make when crafting the syllabus. It offers new perspectives on
canonical composers and pieces that take into account musical, cultural, and social contexts where
women and people of color are present. Secondly, it suggests new topics of study and pieces by
composers whose work fits into a more inclusive narrative of music history. A thematic approach
parallels the traditional chronological sequencing in Western music history classes. Three themes
include people and communities that suffer from various kinds of exclusion: Locales & Locations;
Forms & Factions; Responses & Reception. Each theme is designed to uncover a different cultural
facet that is often minimized in traditional music history classrooms but which, if explored, lead to
topics in which other perspectives and people can be included organically in the curriculum, while
not excluding canonical composers.
  baroque western music history: Music in Western Civilization Paul Henry Lang, 1997 A
comprehensive history of occidental music focuses on the function of music as an expression of the
spirit and artistic life of each age.
  baroque western music history: Music Library and Research Skills Jane Gottlieb, 2017
Concise and engaging, this text covers a wide range of reference sources for research in all genres
of music. Through this practical introduction to the key concepts of music research, students will
develop a firm understanding of the tools used to gather data, including what types of sources exist,
how they are arranged, and how they may best be used to do research.
  baroque western music history: A Concise History of Western Music Paul Griffiths,
2006-06-29 Publisher Description
  baroque western music history: The Cambridge History of Western Music Theory
Thomas Christensen, 2006-04-20 The Cambridge History of Western Music Theory is the first
comprehensive history of Western music theory to be published in the English language. A
collaborative project by leading music theorists and historians, the volume traces the rich panorama
of music-theoretical thought from the Ancient Greeks to the present day. Recognizing the variety
and complexity of music theory as an historical subject, the volume has been organized within a
flexible framework. Some chapters are defined chronologically within a restricted historical domain,
whilst others are defined conceptually and span longer historical periods. Together the thirty-one
chapters present a synthetic overview of the fascinating and complex subject that is historical music
theory. Richly enhanced with illustrations, graphics, examples and cross-citations as well as being
thoroughly indexed and supplemented by comprehensive bibliographies of the most important
primary and secondary literature, this book will be an invaluable resource for students and scholars
alike.
  baroque western music history: The Oxford Handbook of Western Music and Philosophy
Tomás McAuley, Nanette Nielsen, Jerrold Levinson, Ariana Phillips-Hutton, 2021 The Oxford
Handbook of Western Music and Philosophy celebrates the ways in which musicians have historically
called upon philosophy as a source of inspiration and encouragement, and scholars of music through
the ages have turned to philosophy for insight into music and into the worlds that sustain it.
  baroque western music history: The Harvard Dictionary of Music Don Michael Randel,
2003-11-28 This classic reference work, the best one-volume music dictionary available, has been
brought completely up to date in this new edition. Combining authoritative scholarship and lucid,
lively prose, the Fourth Edition of The Harvard Dictionary of Music is the essential guide for
musicians, students, and everyone who appreciates music. The Harvard Dictionary of Music has long



been admired for its wide range as well as its reliability. This treasure trove includes entries on all
the styles and forms in Western music; comprehensive articles on the music of Africa, Asia, Latin
America, and the Near East; descriptions of instruments enriched by historical background; and
articles that reflect today’s beat, including popular music, jazz, and rock. Throughout this Fourth
Edition, existing articles have been fine-tuned and new entries added so that the dictionary fully
reflects current music scholarship and recent developments in musical culture. Encyclopedia-length
articles by notable experts alternate with short entries for quick reference, including definitions and
identifications of works and instruments. More than 220 drawings and 250 musical examples
enhance the text. This is an invaluable book that no music lover can afford to be without.
  baroque western music history: History of Classical Music Nicky Huys, 2025-10-17 History of
Classical Music is a comprehensive exploration of the rich and diverse tapestry that is classical
music. From the medieval chants of Gregorian monks to the contemporary compositions of today's
avant-garde artists, this book chronicles the evolution of musical styles, key figures, and pivotal
moments. Readers will journey through various eras, including the Baroque, Classical, Romantic,
and Modern periods, discovering how cultural, social, and technological changes influenced the art
of composition. With insightful analysis of major works and composers such as Bach, Mozart, and
Beethoven, the book offers a deeper understanding of the music's impact on society. Whether a
novice or a seasoned music enthusiast, this volume serves as a valuable resource for appreciating
the artistry, innovation, and emotional depth that define classical music's enduring legacy.
  baroque western music history: The First Fleet Piano: Volume One Geoffrey Lancaster,
2015-11-03 During the late eighteenth century, a musical–cultural phenomenon swept the globe. The
English square piano—invented in the early 1760s by an entrepreneurial German guitar maker in
London—not only became an indispensable part of social life, but also inspired the creation of an
expressive and scintillating repertoire. Square pianos reinforced music as life’s counterpoint, and
were played by royalty, by musicians of the highest calibre and by aspiring amateurs alike. On
Sunday, 13 May 1787, a square piano departed from Portsmouth on board the Sirius, the flagship of
the First Fleet, bound for Botany Bay. Who made the First Fleet piano, and when was it made? Who
owned it? Who played it, and who listened? What music did the instrument sound out, and within
what contexts was its voice heard? What became of the First Fleet piano after its arrival on
antipodean soil, and who played a part in the instrument’s subsequent history? Two extant
instruments contend for the title ‘First Fleet piano’; which of these made the epic journey to Botany
Bay in 1787–88? The First Fleet Piano: A Musician’s View answers these questions, and provides
tantalising glimpses of social and cultural life both in Georgian England and in the early colony at
Sydney Cove. The First Fleet piano is placed within the musical and social contexts for which it was
created, and narratives of the individuals whose lives have been touched by the instrument are
woven together into an account of the First Fleet piano’s conjunction with the forces of history. View
‘The First Fleet Piano: Volume Two Appendices’. Note: Volume 1 and 2 are sold as a set ($180 for
both) and cannot be purchased separately.
  baroque western music history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music History Michael Miller,
2008-07-01 A beautifully composed journey through music history! Music history is a required
course for all music students. Unfortunately, the typical music history book is dry and academic,
focusing on rote memorization of important composers and works. This leads many to think that the
topic is boring, but bestselling author Michael Miller proves that isn’t so. This guide makes music
history interesting and fun, for both music students and older music lovers. • Covers more than
Western “classical” music—also includes non-Western music and uniquely American forms such as
jazz • More than just names and dates—puts musical developments in context with key historical
events
  baroque western music history: Readying Cavalli's Operas for the Stage Ellen Rosand,
2017-07-05 After more than three centuries of silence, the voice of Francesco Cavalli is being heard
loud and clear on the operatic stages of the world. The coincidence of productions at La Scala
(Milan) and Covent Garden (London) in the same month (September 2008) of two different operas



signals a new stage in the recovery of these extraordinary works, confined until now to special
venues committed to 'early music'-opera festivals, conservatory, and university productions. The
works of the composer who is credited with having invented the genre of opera as we know it are
finally enjoying a renaissance. A new edition of Cavalli's twenty-eight operas is in preparation, and
the composer and his works are at the center of a great deal of new scholarship ranging from the
study of sources and production issues to the cultural context of opera of this period. In the face of
such burgeoning interest, this collection of essays considers the Cavalli revival from various points
of view. In particular, it explores the multiple issues involved in the transformation of an operatic
manuscript into a performance. Although focused on the works of Cavalli, much of this material can
transfer easily to other operatic repertoires.Following an introductory part, reflecting back on four
decades of Cavalli performances by some of the conductors responsible for the revival of interest in
the composer, the collection is divided into four further parts: The Manuscript Scores, Giasone:
Production and Interpretation, Making Librettos, and Cavalli Beyond Venice.
  baroque western music history: A History of Western Choral Music, Volume 1 Chester L.
Alwes, 2015-07-15 A History of Western Choral Music explores the various genres, key composers,
and influential works essential to the development of the western choral tradition. Author Chester L.
Alwes divides this exploration into two volumes which move from Medieval music and the
Renaissance era up to the 21st century. Volume I surveys the choral music of composers including
Josquin, Palestrina, Purcell, Handel, and J.S. Bach while detailing the stylistic, textual, and
extramusical considerations unique to the topics covered. Consideration of Renaissance music
includes both sacred and secular works, specifically addressing the growth of sacred music, the rise
of secular music, and the proliferation of sacred polyphony from Josquin to Palestrina. Discussion of
the Baroque era is organized by geographic location, exploring the spread of Baroque style from
Italy to German, France, and England. Volume I concludes by examining the aesthetic underpinnings
of the early Classical and Romantic eras. Framing discussion within the political, religious, cultural,
philosophical, aesthetic, and technological contexts of each era, A History of Western Choral Music
offers readers specialized insight into major composers and works while providing a cohesive
understanding of choral music's place in Western history.
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